
To start with,we alw ays need more members.The cost for a ye a r ’s
membership is just $25.You can sign up on the website or get
i n formation about memberships by calling the brand-new and
f i r s t - ever ECWA office (located right over on Broad Street acro s s
f rom NCSSM, in space genero u s ly donated by former Wa t t s -
Hillandale resident Mike Shifflett) at 698-8161.

By joining you can help ECWA out a bit financially and get yo u r-
self informed about all of ECWA ’s activities. Some of those activ-
ities are just for fun—nature hike s , for example,or the Fall Fe s t i v a l .
Some of them invo l ve a few hours of hard wo r k — l i ke trailbuild-
i n g ,or delivering new s l e t t e r s . Some of them invo l ve helping with a
p ro j e c t , or even taking on a project of your own (does any b o d y
want to help keep that website up-to-date, or maintain our kiosk
at the end of the West Ellerbe Creek Tr a i l ? ) .

W h a t ever your special abilities and level of intere s t , we ’d love to
h ave you pitch in, and we ’re sure we can find a place for you (fo r
e x a m p l e, n ew neighborhood resident Carl Stearns, who came to
Durham to work for the City on map p i n g , is now hard at work on
making ECWA a great new map of the watershed; and earlier this
year we had a crew of NCSSM students out pulling inv a s i ve wis-
teria and other exotics from along the trail).

In order to accomplish its mission of stream restoration and land
p re s e rv a t i o n ,E C WA needs yo u . Please think about how you might
be able to part i c i p a t e.Whether that’s in large ways or small ones,
your help will cert a i n ly pay off.And we guarantee it will be gre a t-
ly ap p re c i a t e d , in an organization that works hard to maintain a
l i ve ly and enthusiastic volunteer spirit.

NCSSM Ne g otiations Go Fo r t h
BY ST E V E CO H N A N D NE D KE N N I N G T O N

E vents related to the stadium being built at the North Caro l i n a
School of Science and Mathematics are unfolding so quickly
that most of the developments re p o rted here will pro b a b ly be
ancient history by the time you read this. E ven if that is true,
it is wo rth describing those events so as understand the histo-
ry accurately. ( You might be able to find more current info r-
mation at the new neighborhood association web site at
w w w.whhna.org through the "soccer stadium" link under
" N ews" on the home page. )

After NCSSM had refused for a year to discuss neighbors' con-
cerns with the stadium because it was so far in the future as to
not be wo rth discussing, the NCSSM Foundation sudd e n ly
announced on March 10 that it was providing $228,000 to fund
construction of Phase I of the stadium. On the same day, t h e
school announced that it planned to begin construction in
A p r i l . (The school has explained that it is absolutely essential
to have a soccer field ready for play in the fall, because they
want to join a new athletic confe rence that re q u i res a lighted
soccer field.)

T h ey plan to construct the stadium in three phases. Phase I
would consist of grading for the entire stadium, construction of
a soccer field and installation of an irrigation system and con-
duit for lighting wiring, e t c. Phase II would construct a track.

Phase III would build bleachers, a storage bin for athletic equip-
m e n t ,e t c.

T h e re has been considerable media coverage of the issue. Yo u
might have seen columns on the stadium by neighbors and the
p resident of the school in the new s p ap e r. The neighborhood
association has reiterated its opposition to a lighted stadium in
a letter to the neighborhood listserv signed by President Gus
Beck and Chairman of the NCSSM Liaison Committee, S t eve
C o h n . A flyer signed by Mr. Beck encouraging residents to sign
a petition opposing lights and sound on the stadium is being
distributed to the neighborhood.

The Joint City County Planning Commission, composed of
select members of the Durham City Council and the Durham
County Commission, has ap p roved a letter stro n g ly urging the
school to negotiate in good faith with the neighborhood asso-
ciation for however long it takes to reach a compro m i s e, w i n -
win solution that meet the needs of the school, the neighbors
and Durham as a whole.

On April 27, NCSSM President Boarman met with about 20
neighbors to describe the lighting plan for the stadium. ( H e
explained that they did not have any other plans for the stadi-
u m , but that they would show us those plans as soon as they
re c e i ved them, which was expected to be during the week of
M ay 1.)   

Boarman explained that the plan called for using their ve n d o r ' s
lighting system that produced the smallest amount of light
spilling over onto adjacent pro p e rt i e s . When neighbors
explained that they had found that previous advanced systems
f rom this vendor produced obnoxious amounts of glare,
Boarman agreed to identify within a week or so a nearby instal-
lation of this system, so that neighbors could go to see fo r
t h e m s e l ves whether the lights we re tolerable.

Neighbors stated that they would be delighted to find a light-
ing system that meets the needs of the school and at the same
time does not destroy the quality of life of the neighborhood.
T h ey noted that the neighborhood association did agree to a
lighting system in advance of construction of NCSSM's new
tennis court s .

Boarman emphasized that the school would have the cap a b i l i-
ty to turn on only those lights shining aw ay from the neigh-
borhood or lights shining both way s , depending on the school's
n e e d s . When asked how often the lights would be used,
Boarman basically said that they would not use the lights ve ry
o f t e n , but he could not make any commitments about how
o f t e n .

Boarman would not agree to delay construction to allow time
to negotiate a compromise that met the needs of both the
school and neighbors, as the city and county officials had called
fo r. He said that the school would begin construction in May
or Ju n e. Beginning construction befo re the design problems are
s o l ved will close off possible solutions to the problems the sta-
dium poses. High intensity lighting is only one of the concerns
that neighbors have--Lighting is mere ly the concern that has
been most difficult to add ress in the past. NCSSM continu e s
to make conflicting statements about whether they intend to
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