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Neighborhoods Celebrate Night of Lights on Dec. 18
MEGAN PATTENHOUSE

Watts - Hillandale has a spirited history of celebrating the holiday by lining 
the streets with luminaries, brightening our neighborhood with the warming glow of candlelight. 
This tradition was started in 1985 by Caron Mayo, then vice president of the WHHNA, and a 
cheerful group of volunteers. Ever since, we’ve come together in unity to stroll our streets in the 
brisk winter air. With Old West joining us and more neighbors lining the streets with luminaries, 
we are sure to have the biggest and brightest Night of Lights evening yet.

This year’s Night of Lights is on Sunday, Dec. 18. In the unlikely event that we get rain, we’ll 
celebrate on Tuesday, Dec. 20. In Watts-Hillandale, luminaria supplies will be on sale at the 
southern end of Oval Park at the picnic shelter on Dec. 17 and 18 from 12 to 5 p.m. On Sunday, 
we’ll stay until 5 p.m. or until we run out. Old West will distribute luminaries on Dec. 10 and 
11 — check www.oldwestdurham.org for details.

Luminary kits are sold in sets of 10 for $5, or you may purchase individual sets for 50 cents 
each. Volunteers and purchasers are asked to wear masks to increase safety and accessibility of 
the pick up. To help reduce waste, please bring a bucket, pail, or reusable bag to fill up with sand.

Our Night of Lights celebration is also the time of year when we come together to collect 
donations for our neighbors in need at the Urban Ministries of Durham Community Café. The 
Community Café has requested particular pantry items as we near the holiday season, like flour, 
sugar, cake mixes, canned hams, and boxed stuffing. And they can always use peanut butter, canned 
meats, chili and beans, dried and canned pastas, mac and cheese, canned fruits and vegetables, 
boxed cereals and oatmeal, pancake mix, grits, coffee, and tea. Urban Ministries also accepts 
donations of gloves, hats, and coats in excellent condition. You can find a full list of the best items 
to donate at umdurham.org/give-stuff/.

We usually collect in excess of $5,000 to donate and we’d love to exceed that this year. This 
year you can donate now from the comfort of your own home — scan the QR code to contribute.

When you stop by Oval Park for supplies, drop off canned goods and money for the Commu-
nity Café. Watts-Hillandale residents can renew a membership, too, getting a free luminaria kit. 

Members that have already renewed for 2022 get one free set.
To make this year’s event successful, we need lots of volunteers — 

setting up, selling luminaria, passing out sand, dropping off old plastic 
bags for sand — we have lots of opportunities to get involved. If the 
weather is chilly enough, we might seek out volunteers to swing by with 
hot chocolate, or to lend us some thermoses. You can sign up to volunteer 
at bit.ly/NOLvolunteer2022. If you have any questions about Night of 
Lights, please contact Megan Pattenhouse at mpattenhouse@gmail.com. 
She will be signing folks up online this year to help work designated 
shifts. More information will come soon on the neighborhood email lists.

COCA-COLA PROPERTY 
SOLD TO DEVELOPER
In September,  we reported that after 60 years 
in their current location on Hillsborough Road in 
Watts-Hillandale, the Coca-Cola Bottling Compa-
ny is moving to Chatham County. The firm has put 
their current 12-acre site under contract to the Ardent 
Companies, developers active in Atlanta, Charlotte, 
New York, and the U.K. The transaction may take 
some time to close as the Coca-Cola folks need time 
to prepare their new facilities.

At a preliminary meeting with neighborhood lead-
ers in October, Ardent representative Jay Douglas 
outlined the company’s vision for the redevelopment 
of the Coca-Cola property. He described a project 
that included a mixture of commercial, multifami-
ly, and townhouse residential uses. The commercial 
component would total approximately 60,000 square 
feet near Hillsborough Road. 

Douglas speculated that the project might include 
a specialty grocery, a restaurant, and several smaller 
shops. The multifamily component would include as 
many as 350 apartments in a building or buildings 
rising as high as six or seven stories served by struc-
tured parking. The townhouse component would 
include as many as 30 town houses. These would be 
organized in the northern part of the property and 
would provide a transition in development intensity 
between the commercial and multifamily parts of the 
project and the neighborhood’s single-family homes 
on Winters Lane and Bellevue, Mountainview, and 
Rosemary Avenues.

Of course, neighborhood representatives at the 
meeting expressed concern about traffic volumes 
and circulation. Douglas said the main entrance of 
the project would be on Hillsborough Road, but that 
there would be access points on Bellevue and Moun-
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PAUL AXELROD and his wife, HANNAH FISHER, have lived at 1202 Oval Dr. since April 
2021. They welcomed their first child, a little girl named FRANCES, into their family in October. 
Hannah works for Duke in the psychiatry department and Paul works for a healthcare investment 
firm called RC Capital. Congratulations to Paul and Hannah on their new baby.

ADAM BRICKMAN  and SAMET GRAY  of 903 Rosehill Ave. are recent arrivals to Old 
West Durham. Joined by toddler RUTH and dog IZZY, it’s a bit of a homecoming for Samet, who 
grew up in Greensboro. The couple relocated to the neighborhood after six years on the West Coast, 
drawn by Old West’s community, proximity to downtown, and easy access to nearby nature. “Say 
hello if any of us are sitting on our porch, as Izzy’s being walked around the neighborhood, or as Ruth 
is carrying her red purse looking for interesting rocks to stuff inside,” Samet said.

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?  
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
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BE SAFE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
This  is  the time of year when safety can become a concern, whether it’s overloaded 
electrical outlets or travel plans that leave your home empty. Here are some suggestions to keep your 
holidays happy and safe:

1. GET A FIRE EXTINGUISHER FOR YOUR HOME: At this time of year many of us have 
trees inside and out strung with lights which, let’s face it, aren’t triumphs of electrical safety en-
gineering. Some of you are burning holiday candles, too. While all of this makes a lovely holiday 
glow, it pays to be ready when things go wrong. Get a fire extinguisher. Get one that can handle 
both regular and electrical fires. They are available at Home Depot and Lowes and they are cheap.

 
2. TEST YOUR SMOKE AND CO2 DETECTORS: Replace the batteries in the units that 

work and the units themselves if they don’t perform as they should. 

3. KEEP YOUR HOME SAFE WHILE YOU ARE GONE:
• Let a neighbor know where you are going, how long you will be gone, and how you can be 

reached. Ask your neighbor to check on your house while you are gone. Sure, you’ve got a 
doorbell camera, but when you are away, nothing beats a watchful neighbor.

• Stop delivery of your newspapers and mail. Nothing advertises “Not at Home” like piles of 
newspapers in the yard and packages on the stoop. Ask your neighbor to collect your packages, 
papers, and mail. 

• Put a light (but not the Christmas tree) on a timer inside. A light going on and off signals that 
someone is at home. 

• Park a car in your driveway. If you don’t have a car to park there while you are gone, get a 
neighbor to park a car there.

• Don’t leave your garbage and recycling carts on the curb.
• Turn off the valves supplying water to your washing machine. Don’t leave those old hoses 

under pressure while you are gone. Come home to a dry house.

If you aren’t leaving town, be a good neighbor and watch out for your neighbors’ houses while 
they are away. We hope you have a happy and safe holiday season.

Safety Corner
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PORCH FEST MUSIC A HIT
GINGER BLUBAUGH

Old West Durham again paid tribute to its local musicians and its 
welcoming porches with the Old West Durham Neighborhood Porch 
Music Fest on Saturday, Oct. 8.

Over the course of the afternoon, musicians played on five different 
neighborhood porches — each performance about 40 minutes long. Neigh-
bors brought lawn chairs or cushions or found a step or stoop to claim. 
They visited or soothed a child or pet a friendly dog while the musicians 
tuned up. The event was laid back and easy going like a summer breeze. 
The audience moved from porch to porch, ending at Locopops with a sing-
a-long of pop favorites.

Music included classical guitar, British Isle tunes, love songs and originals 
from singer/songwriters. Many thanks to all the musicians — Robert Vasile, 
Mary Johnson Rockers, Mehmet Ozturk, Simone Fine with special guest 
Remona Jeannine, and Tom Clark — for a wonderful musical afternoon. 
We are hoping to be able to offer another one in the spring.

HALLOWEEN BOUNCES BACK
Halloween seems to have bounced back after a couple of Covid 
years. Neighbors in Old West reported a good turnout of trick-or-treaters 
— especially for toddlers and little kids early in the evening. On Club, 
Scott and Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell reported visits by 730 ghosts, pirates, 
and ninjas before evening showers closed things down. Scott and Rae 
Jean have been Club’s unofficial statisticians for years. In the years before 
Covid, Club neighbors regularly reported as many as 2,000 kids visiting 
their doorsteps. This year, there seemed to be some dispersal of trick-or-
treaters, with folks on Oakland reporting 150 visitors, and on Virginia as 
many as 70 in places. 

Halloween was kept safe by off-duty Durham police officers at the major 
Club crossings. Our thanks go to Sgt. Crenshaw and officers Trice, South-
erland, and Monroe. Thanks also to neighbor Jamie Gruener for reaching 
out to the police for us.

ARTWALK RETURN WAS DELIGHTFUL
PERRY WHITTED

After what seemed like forever, ArtWalk returned to our neigh-
borhoods on a beautiful but slightly chilly Sunday, Nov. 13. This year’s 
event hosted 38 fantastically talented artists at 17 neighborhood locations. 
This year was a little different, as the original long-time organizers Ga-
lia Goodwin and Meredith Emmett transitioned to a new group. Much 
thanks to volunteers Karin Malm, Beth Denholm, Kathryn Demarco, Cheryl 
Mitchell-Olds, and Marcia Kirinus, who put hours of effort into making 
this year’s event a success. 

“It is always fun to get to see friends and meet new neighbors at Art-
Walk,” said Mitchell-Olds. “Thanks to all who participate, those who get 
us organized, those who show their beautiful artwork, as well as everyone 

who comes out to support local artists.” We look forward to next year’s 
ArtWalk event to continue this lovely neighborhood tradition.

NEIGHBORS PUBLISH BOOKS
Watts - Hillandale neighbor and author Robin Kirk recently 
published Righting Wrongs, a book for young readers about 20 human rights 
heroes around the world. There are stories of leaders Durham’s own Pauli 
Murray, an activist lawyer who fought against Jim and Jane Crow laws, 
and Swiss Red Cross leader Henri Dunant, who spearheaded the effort to 
create the Geneva Conventions to curb the worst excesses of war. Kirk is 
a human rights educator, advocate, and children’s author. She is the faculty 
co-director at the Duke Human Rights Center. Righting Wrongs is published 
by the Chicago Review Press and is available at the Regulator Bookshop 
on Ninth Street.

Former Old West Durham resident Phillip Barron just published Bright 
Leaf, a lovely book of 20 short poems about Durham. In Bright Leaf, the 
words of each poem contain only the letters found in the title of the poem. 
Many of the poems focus on Durham’s disappearing tobacco heritage. 
The book was designed and printed by the neighborhood’s own Dave 
Wofford of Horse & Buggy Press. It is illustrated with evocative historic 
photographs of Durham. Phillip Barron lived in Durham for many years and 
wrote a popular cycling column in the Durham Herald-Sun newspaper. He 

Community News

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Dec. 10-11  OWD luminaria sale, check oldwestdurham.org 
for details

Dec. 17-18  WHH luminaria sale and food drive, 12-5 p.m., 
Oval Park picnic shelter

Dec. 18  Neighborhood Night of Lights, from dusk until 
the candles burn out (rain date Dec. 20)

Jan. 2  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
backyard studio at 1705 Maryland

Jan. 26  OWDNA Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,   
details to be announced

Feb. 6  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
backyard studio at 1705 Maryland

Mar. 6  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
backyard studio at 1705 Maryland

(continued on page 4)
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Community News (continued from page 3)

now teaches writing and poetry at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, 
Oregon. Copies of Bright Leaf can be purchased at Horse & Buggy Press 
on Broad Street.

Books by neighborhood authors make excellent holiday gifts.

GIVE A NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRT
If  you don’t know just the right gift to give, we do. Everybody 
smiles when you give them a neighborhood T. The shirts are soft, all-cotton 
mostly, and of the finest quality. There are different designs to choose from 
and there is a shirt to fit every neighbor from junior to grandpa. If you roll 
one up tightly and put a bright holiday ribbon around it, a neighborhood 
T will neatly fill the toe of a stocking and still leave room for the tangerine 
on top. Imagine your family’s delight! 

Both Old West and Watts-Hillandale have T-shirts for sale and it’s 
perfectly acceptable to live in one neighborhood and wear the T-shirt of 
the other. Neighborhood cross-dressing is not just allowed but encour-
aged. Old West Durham shirts are $20 each. They can be purchased on 
the OWD website at oldwestdurham.org. Watts-Hillandale shirts are $15. 
For a Watts-Hillandale shirt, email Tom Miller at miller.tom2022@gmail.
com. Watts-Hillandale has nifty ball caps too, also just $15.

WOODARD RE-ELECTED TO STATE SENATE
Congratulations to Watts-Hillandale neighbor Mike Woodard, 
who was re-elected to the North Carolina State Senate in November. 
His district includes all of northern Durham County including Old West 
Durham and Watts-Hillandale. Woodard was first elected to the senate 
in 2012. This next term will be his sixth. Before moving to the Senate, 
Woodard served on the Durham City Council. 

SHOOTING OCCURS ON HILLANDALE
On Oct.  2,  first responders discovered ReShaun Cates’ lifeless body 
in his car on the Hillandale Road off-ramp next to St. Luke’s Church. He 
had been shot to death. According to news reports, Cates was shot as he 
exited I-85. Cates was released from prison in 2020 after serving a 10-
year prison sentence for second-degree murder. Following his release, 
Cates had turned his life around. He had a year-old son. He worked for 
Bull City United as a violence interrupter and coached a youth basketball 
team. Known as “Marbles” to his family and friends, Cates was just 34 
years old. In August, he participated in the National Night Out event at 
the McDougald Terrace public housing community. Police said that the 
shooting did not appear to be random.

NEIGHBORS MOURN JOE ARLINGHAUS
Longtime Hale Street neighbor Joe Arlinghaus died on Oct. 
5 after a long illness. He was 78. Joe was born and raised in Kentucky. As 
a young man he was inspired by President Kennedy’s call to service. He 
enrolled in the Peace Corps and served in rural Nepal. There he began a life-
long interest in the peoples and cultures of South Asia. In graduate school 
he studied Persian, Hindi, and Urdu. He lived in India and Pakistan to 
become proficient in the languages of those places. For 30 years he worked 
as a civilian cultural advisor to the U. S. Army. In that job he constantly 
urged his military clients to respect the history, religions, and institutions 
of other peoples. Joe married June Arlinghaus in 1973. In 1979 they came 
to Durham and they made Old West Durham their home in 1992. Joe was 
a voracious reader of history and current events. His favorite pastime was 
reading on his back deck. Joe is survived by his wife June, their daughter 
Rachel, and two granddaughters. To them go our heartfelt sympathy.

tainview Avenues as well. The company has engaged an independent traffic engineer to perform a traffic study. Douglas promised to share 
that study when it is ready. Other concerns include buffering, open space, and building design. Ardent has engaged Bohler Engineering 
out of Raleigh to work on a plan for the project. Douglas promised that there would be a great deal of community engagement as Ardent’s 
plans for the property develop.

The Coca-Cola property is currently zoned IL or light industrial. Although a very wide range of uses are allowed in IL, currently, 
residential uses are not allowed. To develop the property for residential use, Ardent will have to ask the city to rezone the property either 
for mixed use or a combination of commercial and residential zones. Another option that might appeal to the developer is to wait and see if 
the city council approves the massive amendment to the zoning code proposed by the development community. This 80-page amendment 
would allow residential development in the IL zone. The proposed changes are pending consideration by the planning commission right now.

The neighborhood association is calling together a committee of residents from the westernmost portion of the neighborhood to consider 
and respond to Ardent’s proposals for the Coca-Cola property. With the proposed redevelopment of the 6-acre former Best Products 
property on LaSalle Street to accommodate 387 apartments, the neighborhood is justifiably concerned about its ability to absorb the impact 
of the two projects without suffering an unreasonable loss of quality of life.

COCA-COLA PROPERTY SOLD TO DEVELOPER  
(continued from page 1)
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Salvaged Construction Materials 
Make Beautiful Garden
MARK MCCLURE

My wife Cheri McClure Elliott and I are delighted to officially be part of the neighborhood. We moved into our new home at 
2326 Englewood Ave. in July. Although it wasn’t feasible to preserve the abandoned 60’s-style ranch house that was situated on our 
property, we wanted to pay homage to this neighborhood sentinel. With this in mind, we salvaged brick from the former dwelling and 
concrete from the driveway and backyard parking lot. We used the brick for various projects around the yard and back yard studio 
and the concrete for a front yard crevice garden and 
several walkways.

Regardless of the size, the basic principles to 
build a crevice garden are the same. Position pieces 
of concrete or other material vertically at different 
depths and orientations to create a pleasing arrange-
ment that beckons you. Next, fill the crevices be-
tween the vertical surfaces with an enriched mixture 
of native soil, compost, and tiny gravel. The micro-
environment thus created promotes drainage and 
provides a substrate that allows plants to survive, 
and even thrive, despite the weather. Plants bring 
the crevice garden alive. Enjoy!

We were inspired to use the discarded concrete 
for a crevice garden following a visit to Juniper Level 
Botanical Garden (JLBG) in Raleigh (www.juniper-
levelbotanicgarden.org/). Tony Avent, the nursery 
owner, founded JLBG in 1988. Situated on 28 acres, 
this not-for-profit private research and botanical 
garden hosts 26,000 different types of plants. Tony 
tells the story that he had been paying top dollar to 
dispose of tons of concrete in a distant landfill; that is, until he had an epiphany to 
use it for another constructive idea. He asked one of his talented employees, Jeremy 
Schmidt (crataegus_82@yahoo.com), to design and install a crevice garden using 
the recycled concrete, which he calls ‘urbanite.’ He created a world-class crevice 
garden that is a joy to behold. The gardens at JLBG are open to the public year 
round; however the greenhouses are only accessible during scheduled open houses. 

We were blessed that Jeremy agreed to help us construct our crevice garden. 
We invite our neighbors to stop by and explore this creative work of art. 

While it may seem like a daunting task, anyone can create a crevice garden. 
Start small and use available materials. Recycle and reuse. Consider repurpos-
ing concrete and other discarded material. The North American Rock Garden 
Society (nargs.org) and the local Piedmont Chapter (www.piedmontnargs.org) 
are excellent resources. 

Plants for a Crevice Garden
Plants that prefer sharply draining soil and full 
sun will generally do well in a crevice garden. 
Here are a few plants to try:

 0 Agave
 0 Cactus
 0 Hens and chicks
 0 Ice plant
 0 Lavender

 0 Penstemon
 0 Portulaca
 0 Sedum
 0 Thyme
 0 Yucca

Our dog, Izzy, checks out the installation of our crevice garden on Englewood Avenue.

DECEMBER 2022  • 5



Development Round-up
Not a great deal has changed in the West 
Durham retail world since we last reported. 
Ninth Street restaurants and retailers are gear-
ing up for holiday sales, but a lot of Ninth Street 
space remains vacant with brown paper in the 
windows. We do have an unconfirmed report 
that the Ninth Street space that was last the Del  
Rancho restaurant is being upfitted for a new 
eatery, maybe one with Japanese cuisine. 

At the corner of Green and Iredell Streets, 
work is progressing to transform the old Democ-
racy NC office building into the COMMON 
MARKET, a deli-bodega-bar-and bottle shop. 
The developer is Graham Worth of Charlotte. 
This will be Worth’s fourth Common Market 
location. The others are in Charlotte and South 
Carolina. The feel will be like a food hall with a 
local coffee vendor, sandwich place, craft beers, 
affordable wines, bagels, and pastries. Changes 
to the 5,500 square-foot building include open-
ing the ground floor to expose the large finished 
basement and the addition of a skylight. The com-
pany’s press statement advises it could open this 
autumn, but that may be ambitious.

On Hillsborough Road, it appears that an 
entity associated with WILKINSON SUP-
PLY has acquired the property that was for many 
years St. Francis Animal Hospital. Wilkinson is 
a plumbing fixtures business with a small show 
room and warehouse on Edmund Street just 
behind the old St Francis property. The 1920s 
bungalow that housed St. Francis was torn down 
earlier this year. Plans for the lot are unknown 
at this time.

Marriott Hotel Gets Approval
DOT DOYLE

In October, the Durham Board of Adjustment 
(BOA) approved a special-use permit for a 95-room 
Marriott Townplace Suites hotel on the 1-acre site 
surrounded by Hillsborough and Hillandale Roads 
and the ramp that connects them. The property is 
zoned Office-Institutional, which allows hotels. 
A use permit was required in this case because the 
site is close to a residential neighborhood.

The developer filed for the permit in 2019, but 

because of Covid and other delays, the case took 
more than two years to reach the BOA. During 
this time, the Watts-Hillandale neighborhood 
attempted to negotiate with the developer to re-
duce the size of the hotel, improve its appearance, 
and reduce its visual impact on nearby homes. 
The negotiations made progress and then stalled 
for many months. This summer, the Watts Hos-
pital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association se-
cured the services of expert land- use attorney 
LeAnn Brown to represent us in conversations 
with the developer and to represent us during 
the BOA hearing. Funding for her services was 
provided largely by donations from neighbors 
and in part from the WHHNA budget.

While many neighbors may be disappointed 
that we were unable to secure greater conces-
sions from the developer, the committee who 
worked on this project felt that given the lim-
itations to our options, we secured a reasonable 
outcome. The committee had concerns that the 
style of the hotel was not in harmony with the 
neighborhood and that the activities of the ho-
tel might negatively impact neighbors’ day-to-
day lives, and focused the conversation on those 
negative impacts.After intense and sometimes 
frantic negotiations in the two weeks prior to 
the scheduled BOA hearing, these commitments 
were accepted by the developer and the mem-
bers of the BOA:

1. The north and east facades of the building will 
have significantly more brick masonry, and the 
heights of the roof screening features were re-
duced somewhat from their original heights.

2. Brick walls will be built to screen the neigh-
borhood from the parking lot, dumpsters, and 
utilities. There will be additional shrubbery 
along the wall. Retaining walls along the east-
ern and northern sides of the building will be 
clad in brick.

3. Exterior lighting located in the eastern end of 
the parking lot will consist of fixtures of no 
more than 50 Watts and 3000 degrees Kelvin (a 
warmer color) mounted on poles approximately 
12 feet in height. Exterior lighting located to the 
west may be 25 feet tall. All fixtures, wherever 
located, will be shielded in accordance with 
Duke Energy standards to prevent lamp glare 
from being visible from nearby residences.

4. No hotel employees or contractors will be 
permitted to park on Englewood Avenue 
or on any other street north of Hillsborough 
Road and east of Hillandale Road. Neighbors 
may contact hotel management if employees 
park on neighborhood streets.

5. The northern street yard will include plant-
ings of canopy trees which at maturity will 
substantially screen the lower level of the 
hotel building from nearby residences.

While these are the primary commitments 
that were made by the developer, the full list 
can be found at bit.ly/hotel_commitments. The 
neighborhood is grateful to the neighbors, board 
members, and expertswho were prepared to tes-
tify for the neighborhood and who worked very 
hard throughout the process.

Neighbors, Developer Negotiate  
LaSalle St. Apartment Project
DOT DOYLE

For some months now, the Watts-Hill-
andale neighborhood has been negotiating with 
Trinsic Residential Group concerning their pro-
posal to redevelop the old Best Products site on 
LaSalle Street for multifamily apartments. The 
site contains about 6.5 acres. Best Products has 
been closed for decades and the property has 
been used as storage and park-and-ride for Duke 
commuters.

Since we last reported in March about this 
project, a committee of neighbors and association 
board members have been meeting with the de-
velopers. The 387 units will include one-, two-, 
and three- bedroom apartments. The current de-
velopment plan includes a 30-year commitment 
for 39 income-restricted units, of which at least 
1/3 will be affordable housing units for those at 
60% of area median income. The applicant is not 
requesting any support from the city for these 39 
units. The apartment buildings will surround a 
600-space parking deck, which will be wrapped 
by the building and will not be visible from La-
Salle  or Hillsborough Road. 

Trinsic is seeking a rezoning of this property 
from Light Industrial to Planned Development 
Residential with a density of nearly 60 units 

The Heart of the
VISIT WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE ON THE WEB AT WWW.WHHNA.ORG
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Neighborhood
per acre. While nearby neighbors have concerns 
about the addition of so many residential units 
and the potential for increased traffic along LaSal-
le Street, Sprunt Avenue, and Hillsborough Road, 
they do feel that residential use of this property 
makes a better transition from the nearby sin-
gle-family homes than some other options avail-
able under the current industrial zoning, includ-
ing the warehouse that has been on the property 
for many years. A few neighbors are frustrated 
that the pine trees along LaSalle likely will be 
cut down to make room for a sidewalk that the 
City of Durham plans to build. 

Throughout the neighborhood’s conversations 
with representatives from Trinsic, the develop-
ers have made a number of verbal commitments 
regarding the design and materials for the façade 
facing LaSalle. These include a step-down in 
height and breaking the façade up into “fingers” to 
prevent a single, massive wall of apartments. They 
have committed to a small open space/park along 
LaSalle that will be a public amenity and serve as 
a buffer between the homes on nearby streets and 
the apartments. This area will include shrubs as 
well as canopy trees that will be 50 or 60 feet 
tall at maturity. Importantly, Trinsic has verbally 
committed to limiting access to the property so 
that drivers on Sprunt Avenue who do not live in 
the apartments cannot cut through the property to 
reach the two aging motels that are further west 
on Hillsborough Road (which may be a concern 
in the future if that property is also redeveloped 
into something that would draw traffic.) 

On Oct. 11, the developers took their request 
for rezoning to the Durham Planning Commis-
sion, an advisory group to the city council. At 
that meeting, representatives of the committee 
and of the neighborhood board supported the 
applicant’s request for rezoning contingent upon 
obtaining more of the developer’s commitments in 
writing. The planning commission approved the 
request for rezoning 11-0 citing the repurposing 
and reuse of a currently unused site, good design, 
and the incorporation of affordable housing. Their 
recommendation will be forwarded to the city 
council. We expect that the city council will hear 
this case on Dec. 19; they are the body autho-
rized to grant the change in zoning. We are still 
working with Trinsic to ensure that written com-
mitments are included in the request to rezone. 

Developer Group Advocates for  
Fewer Rules, Pricier Housing 
Public Hearing Comes Dec. 13

I n  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  PARADE, we told 
you about an 80-page proposal by developers 
to rewrite Durham’s residential zoning rules to 
their advantage. The proposal would encourage 
redevelopment in traditional neighborhoods by 
allowing more houses, taller houses, more town-
houses, and substantially more apartments. 

The changes favor rental housing over home 
ownership and would reduce or eliminate traffic 
studies and eliminate or reduce buffer, setback, 
and parking requirements. The proposal would 
strip away in-fill standards designed to protect 
traditional neighborhoods and would reduce 
the protections won in the Old West Durham 
Neighborhood Protection Overlay. The changes 
would allow more houses behind houses on flag 
lots and would relax rules that now require af-
fordable units to be built the same as market units 
in new projects. Residential height limits would 
go up. The changes, if approved, would allow the 
small houses allowed by the Expanding Housing 
Choices changes in 2019 to increase from 1,200 
sq. ft. to as much as 2,000 sq. ft. and allow a ga-
rage. The virtue of the original proposal was that 
it would increase the inventory of market-entry 
small houses. By allowing these houses to be larg-
er and more profitable, the developers’ proposal 
would raise the bottom rung of the wealth ladder 
beyond the reach of more people. 

All of the changes proposed by the developers 
would be “by right,” meaning that development un-
der the new rules would not be subject to any pub-
lic input or review. People would have no notice 
or say about what happens in their neighborhoods.

The developers made a pitch for their proposals 
at the Oct. 25 meeting of the InterNeighborhood 
Council. The InterNeighborhood Council is a 35 
year-old organization made up of representatives 
of Durham neighborhoods — Watts-Hillandale 
and Old West Durham are long-standing mem-
bers. At the end of the developers’ presentation, 
several neighborhood representatives expressed 
their view that the proposals sound like an op-
portunity for developers to increase profits in a 
hot real estate market. Others complained that 

neighborhood advocates have not been invited to 
the table even though the city planning staff and 
the developers have been working on the develop-
ers’ proposed changes for more than a year. When 
asked what impact the proposed rules would have 
on gentrification and displacement in Durham’s 
neighborhoods, developer spokesman Jim Antho-
ny declared that gentrification is a “good thing,” 
especially in high crime areas. 

The Durham Planning Commission is study-
ing the proposed changes and plans to hold a 
public hearing at their meeting on Dec. 13. In 
the meantime, the developers are lobbying for 
approval of their proposal.

Historic District Has Special  
Requirements
JAMIE  GRUENER

Those new to the neighborhood or 
new to renovating properties in Watts-Hillandale 
may not be aware that parts of the area are in a 
local historic district with special requirements. 
As you may have seen discussed on the neighbor-
hood mailing list recently, the rules for renovating 
and repairing properties are numerous and can be 
confusing. If you are considering making changes 
to the exterior of your house, here is some basic 
information that may be of use.

According to the city, a local historic district 
is a type of zoning applied “to an area of special 
significance in terms of its history, prehistory, 
architecture, and/or culture that possesses in-
tegrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, and 
association (as per NCGS 160A-400.3).” 

Properties in a local historic district have 
additional requirements with regard to making 
changes to the exterior of the primary home, ac-
cessory structures, walls, fences, and some other 
features of the property. Properties in the district 
can be either contributing or non-contributing, 
with slightly different sets of rules for each. You 
can find a map and list of contributing and non-con-
tributing addresses at www.durhamnc.gov/398/
Local-Historic-Districts.

In general, most changes to the exterior of the 
property will require a minor or major Certifi-

NOTABLE  
HAPPENINGS  
IN OUR NECK OF  
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VISIT OLD WEST DURHAM ON THE WEB AT WWW.OLDWESTDURHAM.ORG

(continued on page 8)
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The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 7)

cate of Appropriateness. That includes making 
changes to doors, windows, and siding, as well 
as bigger projects like an addition or restoration. 
Many maintenance projects such as roof replace-
ment with the same material, re-painting previ-
ously painted surfaces, re-paving previously paved 
driveways or paths, and typical yard work require 
no COA, but reviewing the city’s chart of classi-
fications (see www.durhamnc.gov/395/Classifi-
cations-of-Work) should help determine whether 
your project would be considered maintenance or a 
project that requires either a minor or major COA.

Nearly any project that requires a building 
permit and impacts the exterior of a listed con-
tributing or non-contributing structure in the 
historic district will require some kind of COA. 
The planning department will confirm one way or 
another, and if a COA is required, they will not 
issue a building permit until it has been approved. 
As mentioned above, there are some building proj-
ects that don’t require a building permit but do 
require a COA. Projects such as replacing win-
dows or installing gutters, fences and decks, and 
many others fall into this category.

I recommend learning more about the pro-
cess of applying for a COA at www.durhamnc.
gov/396/Process-for-COAs and contacting staff 
at the Durham City-County Planning Depart-
ment with any questions.

How Trinity College Changed  
West Durham
JOHN SCHELP

W i t h  h a l f  t h e  s tat e ’ s  millionaires, 
Duke & Sons rapidly expanding, and cotton 
mills about to become the biggest employer in 
Durham, times were booming in the Bull City in 
the late 1800s. Meanwhile, Trinity College Pres-
ident Braxton Craven was arguing strenuously 
for moving his struggling school from Randolph 
County to an urban center. 

He acknowledged the presence of “bawdy 
houses in the city,” but said it was worse back in 
the village of Randolph County. Craven appealed 
to the Methodist Conference to “deliver Trinity 
College, this child of Providence, from the bond-

age of its birthplace and thus lead it out into the 
open world of grander opportunity.”

According to William K. Boyd, Duke profes-
sor of history, the “college was in bad financial 
condition, and there was talk of closing its doors” 
in the late 1800s. 

By 1892, Trinity’s new president John Crow-
ell shared the belief that if the school were to 
survive the rapidly changing conditions of the 
new South, it had to move from its old campus 
— which was at least five miles from the nearest 
railroad, telegraph, and telephone. 

Durham resident Julian Shakespeare Carr was 
one of those who “came to the rescue.” Carr was 
perhaps the most important person in the early 
history of the college. In fact, Carr, along with 
two men from Winston, “assumed entire financial 
responsibility for the institution.”

“In such a way,” wrote Professor Boyd, “the 
institution was saved from complete collapse.” 

In 1892, Carr donated his racetrack and park 
for what is now East Campus. (Carr, a white su-
premacist, also funded the coup that overthrew 
the duly elected government in Wilmington in 
1898. After much pressure, the Carr Building 
recently lost its name.) 

The deal was sealed when Durham resident 
Washington Duke added some money to the 
pot. Thus, Trinity College arrived in Durham 
in a railroad car carrying the old college bell, 
clock, office safe, and several books. A handful 
of students and faculty also made the trip. (The 
college’s cow arrived later.)

Had the little school remained in Randolph 
County, it would likely not have survived the unex-
pected national economic depression of 1893. With 
a “newer outlook” and the generosity of Durham 
residents, the college grew. Its monetary value 
easily increased over 10 times after its relocation.

After the move to Durham, the editor of the 
Trinity Archive wrote of the college’s “incom-
parably greater advantage to all concerned than 
ever before.” 

Indeed, the faculty and student body expand-
ed. As the college grew, Durham citizens took up 
a collection to pay for Southgate dorm, in memory 
of the Durham businessman.

Then, in 1924, another Durham citizen, James 
‘Buck’ Duke, gave the college $40 million ($693 
million today). The college changed its name to 
Duke University, bought the Rigsbee family farm 
and started building West Campus. And the rest, 
as they say, is history.

In December 1950, Duke Hospital refused to admit a Black man who arrived at the emergency room with a 
serious head injury. The emergency room entrance is shown next to the vehicles in this postcard. Later, the area 
was covered with newer construction and is now an almost hidden corner of the medical center. 
“Maltheus Avery, a 24-year-old veteran was in an automobile accident in rural North Carolina. Avery died on 
the way to a Negro hospital, after Duke University Hospital turned him away; Duke’s ‘black beds’ — 15 out 
of 120 — were full.” —Washington Post

Source: @postcardsfromdurham
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WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE  
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION BOARD 
WELCOMES THREE MEMBERS
FRED PETERSON

On Oct.  18,  about 60 neighbors attended the Watts Hospital-Hillandale 
Neighborhood Association annual meeting via Zoom, when neighbors 
heard updates on the Aura Apartments and Ellerbe Creek Watershed 
Association and voted in a new slate for the board. 

Justin Brown from Trinsic, a development group, discussed the Aura 
Apartments to be built in the area near the old Best Products Store set back 
from Hillsborough Road behind Sheetz (see story on p. 6). 

Rickie White, executive director of the Ellerbe Creek Watershed As-
sociation, discussed the non-profit’s nature sanctuaries and latest activities. 
We invite neighbors to check out ECWA and consider supporting it with 
time and money. Please visit the Rookery. You will not be disappointed. 
Go to ECWA’s website at www.ellerbecreek.org/ for details on the 
location of the Rookery and other preserves. Let’s not forget that ECWA 
is responsible for 17-Acre Wood and the adjoining Ellerbe Creek trail in 
our neighborhood.

Halloween also was a major discussion item in the meeting. In 2020 
and 2021, the board discouraged Halloween activities due to Covid. This 
year, the board surveyed residents along Club about Halloween intentions. 
When more than half responded that they intended to open their doors 
to trick-or-treaters, the board decided to implement the safety measures 
from past Halloweens and hire police to direct traffic. Neighbors on the 
call questioned why Club draws all the traffic at Halloween and asked 
if trick-or-treaters could be encouraged to go to other streets. This has 
been an issue for many years and we have not been able to find a way to 
accomplish this. So Halloween is back with no discouragement from the 
board or the city or the neighborhood. 

Other projects discussed at the meeting:
• Water main replacement along Club Blvd and Ninth Street among 

other arteries (delayed again)
• Construction at the North Carolina School of Science and Math-

ematics (likely to begin in spring 2023)
• City’s plans for a sidewalk along LaSalle Street (to begin in 2023 

and the board will encourage the city and Trinsic work together 
to ensure an attractive streetscape)

• City’s plans for a recreation trail along Hillandale Road (promised 
for many years without a firm promise as to the start date)

• Hotel at the sloped site at Hillandale and the ramp up to Hillsbor-
ough Road (construction to start sooner than any other project 
near us)

• Sale of the Coca-Cola plant on Hillsborough Road, which means 
replacement of the building with more residential and possibly 
retail on our periphery (see story on p. 1). It will take Durham 
Coca-Cola over a year and a half to build its new headquarters 
and plant. Demolition and new construction will take place after 
that, possibly not until early 2025.

These projects along with the massive project between Main Street and 
Hillsborough Road along Fifteenth Street and the former Rutherford and 
Bolton Streets means that we will have at least 1,000 new residences and 
maybe up to 1,500 new neighbors near us with impacts on traffic, schools, 
and, of course, existing trees. There will be more of these projects and the 
board plans to have a voice in all projects to reduce the negative impact on 
the neighborhood.

Also discussed at the annual meeting were completed deeds during 
the past year including a traffic calming project conducted with Old West 
Durham and led by Bike Durham and the plantings in Oval Park in an effort 
to beautify the park and mitigate flooding and erosion.

Looking back and ahead, the neighborhood association continues to 
provide support for safety at Halloween and sponsors activities such as the 
Fourth of July Parade (which would happen with or without a neighbor-
hood association), Night of Lights, National Night Out, First Thursday 
Food Trucks at Oval Park, and coming back this year, Art Walk.

A slate of 13 board members, including three new members, was voted 
on and approved for the 2022-2023 year. FRED PETERSON continues 
as president and DOT DOYLE  as vice president. KEVIN CROF-
TON is the new treasurer replacing JENNIFER WOOD, whom we 
thank for years of hard work and dedicated service to our finances. JAMIE 
GRUENER is now secretary. CHRIS FLANNAGAN, TOM MILL-
ER, CHRISTOPHER MOYER, JULIE MANCUSO, CAROLYN 
HODES, and BRIAN PICKARD continue to serve as directors. ZAB 
JOHNSON, ALI SHOENFELT,  and MARIE SPILLER  are new 
members of the board. We would like to thank PERRY WHITTED 
who rotated off the board after at least eight years of service. Thank you, 
Perry, for strong efforts for the board and for continuing to allow us to hold 
board meetings in your studio.

Thanks to all the neighbors who attended and helped fulfill the quorum 
requirement for the vote at the annual meeting. WHHNA needs and ap-
preciates your interest and support.

OLD WEST DURHAM  
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
GAINS SEVEN NEW MEMBERS
Prior to the board meeting  on Oct. 27, the annual Old West 
Durham Neighborhood Association meeting took place in which a new 
board slate was voted in. Thanks to all neighbors who made it out.

BETH DRAY, CHARLES KACIR, FRED BROADWELL, 
BETH PLONK, EMMET ELLIS FURLONG, BILL WILLIAMS, 
and JOHN WOOD will continue serving on the board, while DAVID 
EKLUND and VICKY WELCH have rotated off the board. The new 
board members are QUADE GALLAGHER, DANIELLE LAUBER, 
ERIC BERG, CONOR MCDONOUGH, KATE YOUNG, LIZ 
WILDERMAN, and SAM KIM. Board officers will be appointed at 
the Jan. 26 board meeting.

Neighborhood Annual Meetings
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!

BBaalllleett  ••  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ••  JJaazzzz
MMooddeerrnn  ••  TTaapp  ••  HHiipp--HHoopp  

BBrrooaaddwwaayy  ••  BBoollllyywwoooodd
BBeellllyy  DDaannccee  ••  SSaallssaa

SSttrreettcchh  ••  PPiillaatteess  ••  CCaarrddiioo
KKiiddss’’  ccllaasssseess  &&  MMoorree!!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE 
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG TO  
RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. 
Please support them as they support us. 

Coaching is your ally in living your most 
fulfilling life, both personally and professionally
l Bring a dream or project to vibrant fruition
l Navigate a transition gracefully and powerfully
l Enjoy a renewed sense  

of energy and  
possibility

Illuminating your visionIlluminating your vision
Extending your  Extending your  

vast roots and branches to get therevast roots and branches to get there

Neighbor & Coach Kristin Bradley-Bull
www.rootstocanopy.com  •  kristin@rootstocanopy.com                    

Individualized accompaniment through 
Pregnancy, Birth & Labor

Postpartum
Pregnancy Loss & Abortion

Meredith Wilkinson
Serving pregnant people and their families in Durham, Raleigh, Chapel Hill, & surrounding areas

(they/them)

MSW & Full Spectrum Doula

254-715-0255 
merwilkinson@proton.me 
MeredithWilkinson.com Set up a free

consultation today!



State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

benbaker2@msn.com

HISTORIC TREE CARE 
 

Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal 
Preservation, Surgery  

Training, Reports, Testimony  
 

FREE consulting:  Send images to  
historictreecare@gmail.com 

SEE  www.historictreecare.com 
 

FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook… 
919-906-0465 

 
                                                                                                         All We are Saying:  

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284                                                Give Trees a Chance! 
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care                                            

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

 

CLASSES---DAY TRAINING PROGRAM---PRIVATE SESSIONS 
919-864-0229 

HELPING ENHANCE THE HUMAN-CANINE BOND  
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SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu
Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 

Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alterations

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
sr4y.durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY *
Serving the Triangle since 1990

 

 
We partner with our clients to enhance and 

celebrate the human-animal bond. 
 

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 
Betsy Williams, DVM 

  

 

 

Educating and 
empowering 
pet owners. 

 

919-383-5578 
www.westsideanimal.com 

 

Offering all of your 
pet’s preventative 
health care needs  

and more: 
acupuncture,  

therapeutic laser, 
advanced dentistry 

services.  
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