
 “You have to love a nation that celebrates its independence every July 4, not with a parade of guns and tanks, but with family picnics.” — Erma Bombeck

PARADE
JUNE 2022

THE WATTS-HILLANDALE AND OLD WEST DURHAM NEWSLETTER

JOIN THE 73RD ANNUAL JULY 4 PARADE
Our neighborhood parade is the oldest Fourth of July celebration in Durham. Others 
are bigger and noisier, but we think ours, with its intimate, friendly dignity, represents the 
better part of patriotism and America at its best.

It all started on a hot Fourth of July back in 1950. When the neighborhood kids complained 
of having nothing to do, Alice and Tom Walker organized a parade. With crepe paper, little 
flags, and whatever they could find, the kids decorated their trikes and wagons. Beginning in 
front of the Walker’s house at 2223 W. Club, the kids marched a block down the sidewalk 
and back. It was so much fun, they did it again. Back in the Walker’s yard, they recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance and sang “My country ‘tis of thee…” and other patriotic songs. After-
ward, Alice produced cold soft drinks — a treat in those days — and the tradition was born.

Each year thereafter the event grew. Soon the sidewalk was too small to hold the marchers 
and the parade spilled onto Club Boulevard. The Walkers supplied proper U.S. and North Car-
olina flags for the color guard. Tom urged folks to bring the flag of their home state or country 
to emphasize the principle of e pluribus unum, “from many, one.” Although the Walkers have 
passed away, their flags still lead the parade today and Tom’s philosophy still guides the event. 

Early in the morning, volunteers gather in Oval Park to hang flags — hundreds of flags festooned 
from tree to tree. Flags from every state, from dozens of countries. Some are huge. One is well 
over a hundred years old and has just 45 stars. Thus decorated, the park is a beautiful thing to see.

When the marchers get back to the park, neighbors David Dodson and Florence Nash and 
their friends in the O.K. Chorale lead the singing. When they strike up the “Star Spangled 
Banner,” the park becomes hushed and not a few tears can be seen as all eyes focus on the 
singers and the flags around them.  

What began with a handful of neighborhood kids nearly 75 years ago is now a major Durham 
event attracting hundreds of participants. The remarkable thing, though, is not how the parade 
has changed, but how it remains essentially the same. It is an event for families and children. 
There are many flags symbolizing that from many we are truly one. There are no convertibles, 
no floats, no brass bands, no fireworks. Instead, there friends and neighbors marching with flags. 
Their voices join in the Pledge of Allegiance, in song, and in friendly conversation. Everyone 
enjoys a cold drink together. The neighborhood July 4 parade has imprinted itself on the hearts 
of current and former residents of the neighborhood and of Durham. From every street and 
from miles around they will come home to march on the Fourth.

So, mark your calendars. Gather at the intersection of Club and Oakland at about 9:50 
a.m. The parade starts at 10. Unfurl your flags, wear your red, white, and blue, decorate your 
trikes and scooters. Whatever you do, however, be sure to join your neighbors in Oval Park. 
Invite your families, your friends, and the folks where you work. There is room for everybody. 
It’s the neighborhood Fourth of July and everyone is welcome!

VOLUNTEER FOR JULY 4
Many hands are needed to make our Fourth of July 
parade and celebration the really wonderful event 
the neighborhood has come to love. We need flag 
putter-uppers and taker-downers, T-shirt sellers, 
traffic directors, drink servers, parade marshals, and 
cleaner-uppers. We also need a tall extension ladder 
and a couple of pick-up trucks. There are jobs for 
everybody. In all, about 20 people will make it go 
smoothly and fast. And it’s fun! Volunteers report 
to the north side of Oval Park at about 8:15 on the 
morning of the Fourth. If you can help, please e-mail 
our July 4 event coordinator, Tom Miller, at tom-
miller1@nc.rr.com. 

FLAG BEARERS WANTED
Want to carry the flag of your home state or your 
home country in the Fourth of July Parade? Maybe 
not the flag of your home state or country, but a 
place you visited, or maybe you just think the flag is 
pretty — it doesn’t matter; if we have it (the chances 
are good we do) you can carry it in the parade. 
Please email tom-miller1@nc.rr.com and let Tom 
Miller know you want to march with a flag and he’ll 
make sure you’re properly equipped.

NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRTS AND HATS
Be hip and with-it. All you need is a genuine, 
authorized and official Watts-Hillandale 
neighborhood T-shirt. There are many designs to 
choose from in a rainbow of colors. There will be 
a shirt to fit everyone (if you are small, medium, 
large, or XL). All shirts are natural, breathable cotton 
(OK, maybe with some polyester). Watts-Hillandale 
T-shirts and hats can be acquired for $15 cash, check, 
or easy terms at the annual July 4 parade.

WIN A U.S. FLAG
We have a number of U.S. Flags to give away — just 
in time for the Fourth of July. These flags are 3’ x 5,’ 
and are made of bright nylon with sewn stripes and 
embroidered stars. To get your name in the drawing, 
send Tom Miller an email at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. 
Put the word “FLAG” in the subject line. Be sure to 
include your name and your street address in the 
message. Winners must live in Old West or Watts-
Hillandale. The drawing will be held on July 1 and 
the winners will receive their flags in time to display 
them on the Fourth!



ALLEN  and HEATHER  of Edith Street are proud to announce the graduation of their son,  
WILLIAM GAVILAN, from Riverside High School. William graduated summa cum laude from 
the Project Lead the Way (engineering) magnet pathway. He most enjoyed playing the bass clarinet 
in the concert and jazz bands, the Bb clarinet in the symphonic band, and percussion and pit with the 
marching band. In August, William will enter the Bachelor of Science program in Music Industry 
Studies – Recording and Production at Appalachian State.

ALEX KAPLAN  of 2221 W. Club graduated from Riverside High School on June 14. A student 
in the engineering program, he played on the Riverside men’s soccer team all four years and was the 
defensive player of the year as he took on the role of goalkeeper his senior year. An outdoor enthusiast, 
he will be exploring and skiing in northern New England next year, while also attending the University 
of Vermont. Parents DAN KAPLAN and MARIAN ABERNATHY “are super proud of him.”

JONATHAN GHEZZO of 2403 Englewood also graduated from Riverside High School in June. 
He will attend Appalachian State University in the fall to study Business and Music Industry Studies. 
His pleased parents are ALAN and GINNY GHEZZO.

IZZY SALAZAR graduated May 22 from Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
She majored in History and minored in Art History and is looking forward to finding what comes 
next. Izzy’s delighted family on Oakland Avenue includes parents SARAH MEYER and TEDDY 
SALAZAR and brother THEO SALAZAR.

RAY STARN graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree in Global Studies with a Spanish 
minor and a semester in wonderful Barcelona. Ray has been a camp counselor at Schoolhouse of 
Wonder and a teacher at Student U. He’s traveled to Costa Rica, Peru, Italy, Hungary, Turkey, the 
Czech Republic, the Netherlands, the UK, and Iceland. More great adventures await! His proud 
family includes parents ROBIN KIRK and ORIN STARN and sister FRANCES STARN.

EMMA BOGERD, daughter of HAL and ANNE BOGERD, received her Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degree from N.C. State on May 7. Emma has moved back to Durham and began practicing 
at Willow Oak Veterinary Hospital located at 1012 Broad St. on Jun. 1.

ASHTON and ALEX MERCK on West Wilson welcomed their son, ISAAC MERCK, into 
the world on Apr. 22. Isaac’s hobbies include falling asleep on his parents and dozing in his stroller 
on neighborhood walks.

KLEIO CECILE WORTH was born on Apr. 23 to ZING JAO and THIBAULT WORTH 
of West Wilson Street. Her parents are loving getting to know her, holding her, and wiggling her 
little fingers and toes. They’re also getting back into the swing of taking care of an infant. Her older 
sister, ISADORA, is “super excited!”

REBECCA EGGER  and JOEY STANLEY  moved to 1400 Georgia a few months ago after 
spending almost a decade in California. Rebecca grew up on West Club and they are still pinching 
themselves about getting to live in the neighborhood. Joey is a security analyst and Rebecca runs a 
digital family mental health company called Little Otter. They are excited to connect with old and 
new neighbors this summer!

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?  
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
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DUKE STUDIES NEIGHBORHOOD ECOLOGY
GUY MEILLEUR 

Watts Hospital- Hillandale, Old West Durham, and Trinity 
Park hosted students from Duke University in May. This spring’s Story+ 
Project homed in on geographic areas across time that reveal how colo-
nialism shaped behaviors and actions towards forest ecologies and human 
communities that reverberate right here, right now. Forces behind current 
patterns of municipal deforestation were exposed and methods of resis-
tance reviewed. The group experienced the value of tree canopy as they 
took an urban forest walking tour en route to the West Sprunt enclave and 
Karen Cantor’s PuppetTREE studio, where they engaged with puppet 
construction and performances that transfer the technology of tree care to 
a wide range of audiences.

Their fall class, Art as Relation and Repair across Disabled Ecologies 
and Histories, will weave stories of deforestation with the ongoing vi-
olence of settler colonialism, centering on environmental and disability 
justice. So if you see us, rest assured — these young people are up to much 
good! They understand that the root cause of our ecological crisis is the 
broken connection between trees, people, the earth, and each other. They 
seek stories and histories to animate and illuminate together, to imagine 
themselves, and the rest of us, into a more sustainable, shadier future. If you 
know of local trees or tree stories that students should be aware of, please 
send images to historictreecare@gmail.com.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT PARTY ON AUG. 2
On Tuesday,  Aug.  2 , be sure to get yourself over to Tom and Kim 
Miller’s home at 1110 Virginia Ave. for the neighborhood’s annual National 
Night Out beer garden! There will be lots of cold beer, wine, cheese, and 
Guglhupf pretzels. There will also be plenty of soft drinks, water, and 
juice. Bring your families and meet your neighbors. The fun starts at 6 and 
runs until 9 p.m. Find that old stein you brought back from your trip to 
Germany. If you don’t have a stein, no worries, there will be one for you 
there. Look for the blue and white tent. Listen for the oompah music. Wear 
your lederhosen and your dirndl skirts.

National Night Out is an event founded by the National Town Watch 
Association and is celebrated on the first Tuesday of August every year. In 
Durham the event is sponsored by the Durham police and sheriff’s depart-
ments and is meant to get neighbors together and build stronger communities.

PLANS UNDERWAY FOR ARTWALK 2022
PERRY WHITTED

After a two - year break , initial efforts are being organized for 
ArtWalk, scheduled for the afternoon of Nov. 13. Many have fond past mem-
ories of leisurely walking from home to home on beautiful Sunday after-
noons in the fall, discovering the many talented artists and crafts people in 
our neighborhoods. Founders and long-time organizers Meredith Emmett and 
Galia Goodman have transitioned stewardship of this popular event to Perry 

Whitted. The first informal ArtWalk was held in 2002 and involved Emmett, 
Goodman, and a few friends. By 2003, the event was more formally organized 
into the annual occasion valued by both neighborhoods. Many thanks to Mer-
edith and Galia for their years of work making ArtWalk a fabulous success.

Those who are interested in helping to organize the event, provide ideas, 
and/or participate in the ArtWalk can email Whitted at perry.whitted@
whhna.org. A formal call for participants will be widely publicized by 
mid-summer.

UPDATE ON NEIGHBORHOOD  
WATCH SIGNAGE
FRED BROADWELL

In the last issue of Parade, I raised concerns about the racial 
justice problems with neighborhood watch and the visible neighborhood 
watch signs along our streets. If these signs make some of our neighbors feel 

Community News

(continued on page 4)

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Jul. 4  July 4th parade and celebration,  
10 a.m. at Oval Park

Jul. 7  First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Jul. 9  Oval Park cleanup, 9:30–10:30 a.m.

Jul. 11  WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
request Zoom link from fred.peterson@whhna.org

Jul. 28  OWD neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
location TBD

Aug. 1  WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
request Zoom link from fred.peterson@whhna.org

Aug. 2  National Night Out beer garden, 6–9 p.m.,  
1110 Virginia Ave.

Aug. 4  First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Aug. 13  Oval Park cleanup, 9:30–10:30 a.m.

Sep. 1  First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Sep. 5  WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
request Zoom link from fred.peterson@whhna.org

Sep. 10  Oval Park cleanup, 9:30–10:30 a.m.
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Community News (continued from page 3)

uncomfortable, shouldn’t we take them down? I really had no idea what 
kind of response the article would create. As it turned out, I received a few 
comments in favor and a few opposed. 

Notably, I did hear from a few neighbors in Watts-Hillandale who had 
worked hard to establish a watch group and to put up signs in their part 
of the neighborhood. They were upset that I had stated that there were no 
active neighborhood watch groups in OWD and WHH. I apologize for that 
mistake. Based on conversations with neighbors and the police department, 
I concluded that the groups had lapsed and the signs were a legacy.

To the extent that there are active neighborhood watch groups, the 
groups have an opportunity to engender an active discussion about racial 
profiling. Training for volunteers and more sensitive messaging is needed. 
It also makes sense for our neighborhoods to stay aware of the ongoing 
research on crime prevention and how the many elements of public safety 
can work together, in a racially-sensitive way.

One neighbor did suggest choosing to leave up all or some of the existing 
neighborhood watch signs, and rather than replace them with a welcoming 
message, as I had suggested, simply add a second sign. This would respect 
the work that went into the signs’ initial placement, while adding a message 
that addresses racial equity concerns. As to the wording of such a sign and/
or further ideas regarding this important issue, I would welcome sugges-
tions. You can reach me at ffbroadwell@gmail.com.

UKRAINIAN FLAGS FLY IN THE ‘HOOD
In February, when the war broke out in Ukraine, neighbors across 
Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham began to display Ukrainian flags 
on their houses. In Watts-Hillandale, the neighborhood put up Ukraine’s 
blue and gold banner with the stars and stripes on the flag poles in Oval 
Park and at the “Welcome to Durham” sign near I-85. The Ukrainian flags 
are inscribed “Durham with Ukraine” in Ukrainian by neighbor and native 
Ukrainian, Eric Zitser.

The flagpole in the park belongs to the neighborhood. The pole near 
the interstate highway belongs to the V.F.W., but is maintained by the 
neighborhood. By agreement with the city, the neighborhood association 
is responsible for the flags displayed on the poles. U. S. flags are always at 
the top of each pole and are changed regularly.

THREE NEIGHBORS PASS
Old West and Watts - Hillandale residents mark with sorrow 
the passing of three neighbors, THALIA KEARNEY, MADELYN 
SMOAK, and FLORENCE DICKERSON.

Thalia Kearney, 88, died on Feb. 7. The Kearneys, James and Thalia, 
moved to Watts-Hillandale from Ohio in 1963. They lived briefly on Wil-
son Street, then moved to Alabama Avenue. They remained there for the 
rest of their lives. James Kearny was a chemist employed by the Research 
Triangle Institute. He retired in 1987 and passed away in 2003. Thalia Ke-
arney was a homemaker and the devoted mother of three children, Sandra, 
Terry, and Lori. She gave her time to many worthy causes. She volunteered 
at the Walltown School and she and James delivered Meals on Wheels for 
two decades. The Kearneys loved the neighborhood and were among the 

original members of the WHH neighborhood association when it was 
founded in the 1980s. They especially enjoyed the neighborhood 4th of 
July parade as their children and grandchildren grew up. To Sandra, Terry, 
Lori, and their families go our deepest sympathy. 

Madelyn Smoak of Rosehill Avenue passed away unexpectedly on March 
10. She was 78. Madelyn was an accomplished artist who worked in jew-
elry, textiles, and metals. She was an art teacher and maintained a studio at 
Golden Belt. Madelyn was born in South Carolina but spent most of her 
adulthood in Chapel Hill and Durham. She committed her life to the arts. In 
1975, she was praised for her performance as Belle Starr in the off-Broadway 
musical “Diamond Studs.” Her garden was beautiful and much admired 
by her neighbors. Her porch parties were numerous and famous. Madelyn 
is missed by her many friends and her neighbors. She is survived by her 
brother and sister, Doug Smoak and Karen Smoak, of Columbia, S.C. To 
them we send our sincere condolences.

Florence Dickerson lived most of her long life in Watts-Hillandale. 
She died on March 18 at age 94. She was born in Chapel Hill, but her 
family moved to Durham and she graduated from Durham High School. She 
obtained her bachelor’s degree from Converse College in 1950 and went 
to work for the Girl Scouts organization. In 1952, Florence married Bill 
Dickerson, her husband of 68 years. Their reception was held in her par-
ents’ home on Bellevue Avenue (now Meeting Street) in Watts-Hillandale. 
The Dickersons built a house next door that was their home for the rest of 
their lives. As her family grew, Florence became a substitute teacher with 
Durham schools. She was active with her church, Pilgrim United Church 
of Christ. The Dickersons were among the earliest supporters of the Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. Bill passed away in 2020. 
Florence is survived by her daughters, Laura and Florence, and their fami-
lies. The Dickersons are very much missed by their friends and neighbors.

NEIGHBOR RECALLS 1960s DURHAM 
I ’m a new member of the West Durham community due to my 
membership in the Bull City Commons building. I am new to West 
Durham but am returning home as a Durham native who was born in 
Watts Hospital, attended George Watts Elementary School and Carr 
Jr. High School, and graduated in 1967 from Durham High School.

I enjoyed perusing the March edition of PARADE, particularly the 
retrospective articles about the neighborhood grocery store and the 100 
years review. Just to bring a fuller perspective on a look back, I have 
some memories from a first summer job as a teen about 55 years ago.

I grew up living on Gregson Street. Somewhat rarely, a mule-pulled 
wagon could be seen making its way up the little hill on Gregson ap-
proaching Demerius Street. A farmer was bringing produce to town 
and traveled the only way he could — by mule and wagon.

Somewhat encouraged or pushed by my parents, I did get a summer 
job at a local hamburger chain, the Hardee’s on Guess Road. I had been 
assigned a counter/order taker job. I had been on the job for less than a 
week when a farmer with mule and wagon came by to get some lunch. 
The farmer drove the wagon into a marked parking space and came in 

(continued on page 12)
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How to Attract Hummingbirds  
CATHY SAYLOR

Hummingbird time is  here! North Carolina is a summer home for ruby-throated hummingbirds. They are arriving now after migrating 
from Central America, including flying overnight from the Yucatan over the Gulf of Mexico.

Each year, they return to the same summer homes. Because they return to prior breeding locations, the numbers grow each summer as you 
continue to feed them with feeders and flowers. (They also eat tiny insects.) If I did not hang the feeders early enough in the spring, they would 
go to the last year’s feeder spots to look for them.

Here is how to attract them to your yard, with what I have learned from decades of hosting them, including literally hundreds of hummingbirds 
that spent the summer with me each year near Hillsborough. 

1. Feeders
The best feeders are easy to clean. My favorites are shaped like saucers because they come apart easily for cleaning. However, bottle feeders also 
work well, if you clean them with a bottle brush.

To make a hummingbird nectar, boil water and then mix four parts boiling water to one part white table sugar (not honey). There is no need 
to use red food coloring. Hang the feeders in the shade if possible. It is very helpful to hang at least two feeders out of sight from each other. Then 
one male hummingbird will not be able to defend them both, and you will have far more hummingbirds. Over the summer, as the females raise 
their broods, their numbers increase.

Feeder Maintenance: Store extra sugar solution in the refrigerator. Clean and refill your feeders regularly, at least weekly, especially if the solu-
tion starts to look cloudy or grow specs of mold. Clean the feeders by soaking them for a few minutes in a dilute bleach solution (a quarter cup of 
bleach in a basin of water) and a brush. Rinse thoroughly.

Ants and Bees: To keep ants away from the feeders, there are different styles of “ant guards.” I have had good luck with ones made by Perky 
Pet, which can be stored in a plastic bag over the winter and then reused. Rarely, bees will discover a hummingbird feeder, but they are easily 
discouraged by swiping a little vegetable oil around the feeding stations.

2. Flowers
Hummingbirds’ favorite flowers are native to this area or to where they spend the winter. Hummers arrive when our native columbines and red 
buckeye trees are blooming. They love the native coral honeysuckle vine, which is easy to grow and blooms for a long time. Mid and late summer, 
their favorite flowers in my garden are the clumps of Salvia guaranitica, a tall blue flower originally from South America. Some other favorites are 
jewelweed, bee balm, cardinal flower, other salvias, and zinnias. There are many lists of other hummingbird flowers, including one online from 
Plant Delights nursery. And it is always fun to ask at local plant nurseries which of their flowers attracts hummingbirds.

3. Insects and Babies
Like most birds, ruby-throated hummingbirds feed their babies insects. One suggestion I have not tried yet is to put out rotting fruit with fruit 
flies. And although I have never found a nest, it is really fun to see the slightly unskilled young hummingbirds learning to fly.

4. Water
Hummingbirds love a little fountain or mister. I used to have one hummingbird that would regularly come to bathe in the hose spray when I was 
watering the garden.

Our neighborhood could be a hummingbird paradise if enough of us put up feeders and plant flowers. Last summer I had six hummingbirds 
at my house on Hale Street. When sitting on the front porch you were guaranteed to see them zooming through the porch, visiting the feeders, 
and then making a beeline to another neighbor’s house that also had a feeder. In the backyard, they were often at the salvia or other flowers. For 
anyone interested, I am happy to share columbine seeds or give a tour of other favorite plants. Stop by the red house next to the “Help Yourself 
Herb Garden” on Hale Street.
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Development Round-up
At the corner of Guess Road and Sunset 
Avenue, the PINAM CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY has completed its renovation of 
the old Guaranty State Bank and Rogers Realty 
buildings. Both buildings are now spruced up on 
the outside and completely updated inside. The 
old bank building serves as offices for Pinam, a 
firm that specializes in commercial construction 
and remediating structural and moisture infiltra-
tion problems. The one-story office building next 
door now houses A LEAF REALTY, a real 
estate firm associated with Pinam. Karen Sando-
val is the broker in charge. LEYTE GLOBAL  
SERVICES  leases space in the building. 
Leyte Global is a tax preparation firm operated 
by Leyte Rivera. Pinam is a minority-owned, 
woman-owned business headed up by Angelica 
Thacker. Pinam’s buildings are zoned for com-
mercial and office uses and are located next to and 
across the street from neighborhood homes. The 
businesses there keep ordinary business hours, 
and Pinam keeps its heavy construction equip-
ment at another site.

Diagonally across the five-way Guess-Sunset-
Broad intersection, the building that formerly 
held a check cashing business is vacant and look-
ing a little forlorn. For some reason, the neon 
“Checks Cashed” signage on the building stays 
lit around the clock, but with letters missing. The 
property was sold to new owners in April this 
year. It is zoned neighborhood-commercial. Let’s 
hope that a neighborhood-friendly business soon 
occupies the space. 

South, on Broad Street near its intersec-
tion with Club Boulevard, SHO NUFF  
SEAFOOD has been undergoing interior ren-
ovations. The restaurant opened seven months 
ago in the old Palace International location. Sho 
Nuff was located in Northgate Mall, but had to 
vacate that space when the mall was acquired by 
Northwood Ravin developers.

Moving over to the Ninth Street area, the 
BULL CITY SELFIE MUSEUM is another 
business that closed within months of opening. 
Located in the lower level of the Couch Build-
ing, the Selfie Museum provided creative sets and 
props to enable people and groups to take photos 

of themselves. It opened at the end of 2021, but 
was closed by this April. 

Across Ninth Street in the Shops at Erwin 
Mill, RESTORE HYPER WELLNESS 
will open soon if it is not already open by the 
time you read this. In May, workers were putting 
the finishing touches on the space and furniture 
was being positioned. Restore is a national re-
tail health chain that offers cryotherapy and oth-
er treatments. A little further down in the same 
building, the word is that BURGER BACH 
may expand into the space that was vacated by 
the Duck Shop some time ago. If true, it means 
that all of the retail space at the Shops at Erwin 
Mill will be filled.

The 1920 bungalow at 2727 Hillsborough 
Road that was for 30 years the home of ST. 
FRANCIS ANIMAL HOSPITAL  was 
demolished at the end of March. St. Francis 
closed at the end of 2021 when owner Dr. Mar-
jorie Lindeke retired. The property was sold 
to a limited liability company in February. The 
roughly one-third of an acre is zoned General 
Commercial. Plans for the land are not known.

Traffic Calming Effort Moves Forward
FRED BROADWELL

The urgency to improve the safety of 
our streets was dramatically demonstrated to 
me at our first community meeting on Apr. 9 at 
Oval Park. As the team from Bike Durham led 
a discussion with nearly 40 neighbors, a parent 
suddenly jumped up and raced up the stairs. A 
toddler had escaped and was headed for the in-
tersection at Oakland and Club. As cars whizzed 
by, the frantic parent grabbed the child just in 
time. The parent got scraped up, but the child was 
safe, and we all breathed a sigh of relief.

It is scenes like this that remind me why we 
are demanding that transportation officials make 
changes soon. Children and teens are at risk. Our 
pets are at risk. Bicyclists are at risk. Even the 
most wary adults have to be constantly vigilant, 
like when I head down Oakland with no logical 
place to walk safely or I approach the scary in-
tersection by Cocoa Cinnamon.

The good news is that the traffic-calming 
study is making headway. The Bike Durham folks 

are doing a great job helping us frame the prob-
lem and identify solutions. For one thing, they are 
drawing on their experience doing a similar study 
in the Burch Avenue neighborhood. This was a 
chance for them to test a variety of approaches 
and become familiar with the city’s process and 
politics. They are also doing excellent work col-
lecting data. The meeting at Oval Park produced 
a spirited discussion and was a good chance for 
lots of neighbors to express their concerns. A sec-
ond meeting was held a few days later at Blacknall 
Church, attended by more neighbors and two 
City of Durham transportation officials. In addi-
tion, Bike Durham has tables at First Thursdays 
at Oval Park and is organizing five walk audits, 
in which folks head out on the streets to exam-
ine problems and discuss remedies. They have 
done outreach with area businesses, churches 
and schools. Last, but not least, Bike Durham 
and neighborhood leaders have been soliciting 
feedback via email and the web (you can contact 
safestreets@bikedurham.org.)

As far as what we have learned so far, Club 
Boulevard is a concern for multiple reasons. Issues 
include speeding, trees obstructing views, cars not 
stopping for people in crosswalks or school buses, 
residents having trouble pulling out of driveways, 
worn out bike lane markings, and the list goes on. 
Other problem areas that have been highlighted 
so far include Sprunt at Alabama, Ninth Street, 
Oakland from Englewood to Hillsborough, and 
the ironically named Safeway Street right in front 
of Vin Rouge. Neighbors have noted excessive 
vegetation obscuring signs, lack of speed enforce-
ment, and the need for better signage overall.

In the next few weeks, as the walk audits con-
clude, Bike Durham will compile our comments, 
observations, and some proposed solutions into 
a draft report for the city. Once we reach some 
consensus on the findings, we will deliver a fi-
nal report to the city and begin lobbying for the 
changes that we need. 

Finally, take note that we are making prog-
ress on a redesign of Hillsborough Road in the 
vicinity of LocoPops and Cocoa Cinnamon. This 
is an effort that pre-dates the current study. The 
NCDOT, which maintains the road, has agreed 
to let the city work on a traffic-calming project. 
This would take out the left turn lanes at the in-
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Neighborhood
tersection and add either bike lanes or on-street 
parking. This change could help that area to func-
tion like the retail center that it has become. Stay 
tuned for more on this as it develops.

Thanks to everyone who has participated so 
far and especially to the folks at Bike Durham: 
John Tallmadge (Bike Durham’s executive direc-
tor and Old West Durham resident), Ali Shoen-
felt (project coordinator and Watts-Hillandale 
resident) and Nikola Milenkovic (project advi-
sor). Also, we greatly appreciate the funding from 
the Duke-Durham Neighborhood Partnership 
which made this effort possible. We hope good 
things can come from this effort and it can serve 
as a model for other neighborhoods.

School of Science & Math  
Construction Delayed
DOT DOYLE

In the December 2021 issue of Parade, 
we reported that the N.C. School of Science and 
Mathematics had decided to renovate all of its 
dormitories. We have since learned that construc-
tion on the dormitories has been delayed until 
next school year, and have also recently learned 
that they will renovate their cafeteria. 

While the cafeteria is unavailable for students 
and staff, the service area will be moved to a 
mobile unit in the parking lot across the drive-
way in front of the gym. This mobile unit will 
be installed in early June and will be in service 
through the end of December. It should not be 
visible to neighbors across Maryland Avenue any 
more so than the parking lot is currently visible. 

As previously reported, the school plans to 
install modular units on the baseball field during 
the renovation of the dormitories and the project 
will take about three years to complete. We re-
cently learned that due to supply chain problems, 
the start date for the project will be delayed until 
the second semester of the 2022–23 school year, 
as opposed to beginning this summer as originally 
planned. School administrators have confirmed 
that the installation of the modular units on the 
baseball field will likely begin this November, 
with work on the dormitories beginning in Janu-
ary 2023. As they had earlier promised, school of-
ficials will meet with nearby neighbors to update 

them about the exact dates and potential impacts 
closer to the beginning date of the project. 

The renovations to the dormitories are much 
needed, since in many cases they have not been 
updated since the 1980s. This will be an exciting 
project for the school, but they intend to mini-
mize the impact it might have to the neighbor-
hood. Look for more news to come in the Sep-
tember issue of PARADE.

Ninth Street Duplex Salvaged, 
Reconstructed on Mangum
When preservationist  Dr. Robin Bur-
nette learned last year that the new owner of the 
historic duplex at 1106 Ninth St. was seeking 
permission from the Durham Historic Preserva-
tion Commission to demolish the building, she 
negotiated with the owner and the city for per-
mission to move the duplex to a lot she owns on 
North Mangum Street. The 1100 block of Ninth 
Street is in the Watts-Hillandale local historic 
district. Although the Preservation Commission 
can disapprove an inappropriate change to the 
exterior of a home or building in a local district, 
it can only delay a demolition for up to one year.

At hearings before the Preservation Com-
mission, the parties agreed that the commission 
would delay demolition of the building until 
Burnette could organize its move to Mangum 
Street. The move across the city would require 
that the building be cut into sections to pass be-
neath wires. The upper level was dismantled and 
stored, but when movers began the process to lift 
the lower portion of the building, they discov-
ered such extensive termite damage and decay 
from moisture that the move was abandoned. In-
stead, Burnette determined to salvage as much 
of the historic fabric of the building, including 
siding, windows, doors and trim, as possible to 
reproduce the building on Mangum Street. The 
salvage operation has been completed and the 
Ninth Street lot has been cleared.

The duplex at 1106 Ninth was the mid-
dle building of five duplex structures built by 
Durham businessman Commodore Council in 
the 1930s. Council initially made his fortune as 
the “C” in BC Headache Powders — a remedy 
he and Germain Bernard invented in 1906 by 

combining caffeine with the new wonder drug, 
aspirin. During the Depression years, Council 
used his fortune to buy up land in Durham to 
build housing for incoming faculty and employ-
ees of the new and growing Duke University. 
His Ninth Street duplexes were spacious and 
well-appointed two-bedroom units. 

Burnette is no stranger to preservation, nor 
is she a stranger to the history of Watts-Hillan-
dale. She restored the Maynard Mangum House 
on North Mangum Street to be her family home. 
The house was for many years the “Rice House” 
where Dr. Walter Kempner ran his famous Rice 
Diet program. Kempner, a brilliant medical re-
searcher and clinician, came to Duke University 
in the 1930s as a Jewish refugee from Nazi Ger-
many. He made Watts-Hillandale his home.

The process to move and then salvage the 
Ninth Street duplex enjoyed the support of the 
new owner, Canu DiBona. He intends to build a 
new home on the site. The new building will be 
larger, but similar in design to the historic duplex 
building. The remaining four duplex buildings 
still stand. The southernmost two buildings were 
lovingly renovated not long ago.

New Houses Built on Small Lots  
in Old West Durham
The Revision Developers and Legacy 
Building team are putting the finishing touches 
on four new houses in Old West Durham near 
the intersection of Oakland Avenue and Green 
Street. The four building lots were created using 
the relaxed zoning rules adopted in 2019 under the 
city’s Expanding Housing Choices initiative. To 
make way for the new houses, the 1914-era house 
that once stood on the corner was demolished. 
The property was subdivided into a conventional 
lot on the corner and three small lots along Green 
Street. Under the new rules, a “small lot” may have 
a frontage of not less than 25 feet and may be as 
small as 2,000 square feet in area. A house on a 
small lot cannot exceed 1,200 square feet in area.

The new houses are traditional in design. The 
developer consciously chose plans that would fit in 
with the neighborhood. The roofs are peaked and 
have exposed rafter tails. The fiber cement sid-
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ing is laid to look like clapboards. The windows 
have the two-over-two pattern common in the 
first decade of the 20th century. The houses have 
oak hardwood floors. The two-bedroom, two-
and-a-half bath house on the corner is about 1,350 
square feet in area. The row of small-lot houses on 
Green Street are 1,200 square feet each and have 
three bedrooms and two baths. The developers are 
not new to Old West Durham. They previously 
designed and built the two modern bungalows on 
Knox Street just west of Oakland Avenue.

The developers have secured the right to re-
develop the Oakland Avenue site now occupied 
by the fellowship hall of the Pentecostal Holiness 
Church. The two lots there contain .59 acres. No 
plans have been submitted for the property, but 
under the small-lot option, as many as six or seven 
houses might be built on the property.

Oval Park Gets New Plantings
DOT DOYLE

Have you seen  the new plantings on the 
south side of Oval Park? If not, take some time 
in the next few weeks to visit the area. Working 
together with the city and with Duke Univer-
sity, the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighbor-
hood Association was able to secure funding to 
plant a rain garden, trees, and shrubs to enhance 

the south side of the park, particularly the area 
around the tennis courts and picnic shelter. This 
side of Oval Park is potentially a gem in our 
neighborhood. With its grassy areas and picnic 
tables, it can be a lovely place for families to relax 
and play. The WHHNA board hoped to make 
this space more enjoyable for everyone through 
this project.

As you likely know if you have ever tried 
walking through the grassy areas over there, the 
park is lower than the nearby houses and the road 
and often acts like a catch basin for runoff after a 
rain. Then it becomes unusable. To address this 
and to provide some variety and interest to the 
vegetation, a group of board members and a few 
neighbors brainstormed ways to improve the 
park. In addition, neighbor Guy Meilleur worked 
with the committee to suggest ways to mitigate 
some erosion around the perimeter of the park. 

Once a plan was developed, board member 
Kevin Crofton successfully submitted a proposal 
and obtained permission from the Durham Parks 
and Recreation Department to use plantings to 
enhance the south side of the park. Some friends 
from Northgate Park neighborhood met with 
board members, and they provided very useful 
advice based on their experiences with a similar 
project in their neighborhood. Then, in mid-Feb-
ruary the WHHNA secured a grant from the 
Duke-Durham Neighborhood Partnership to 

fund the plan. 
As plans finalized, it was decided that we 

would plant a rain/pollinator native garden in 
the typically very wet area between the tennis 
courts and the basketball courts. In addition, we 
decided to include plantings between the picnic 
table pavilion and the tennis courts, another typ-
ically wet area. Finally, a number of trees were 
planted around the perimeter of the tennis courts.

Under the leadership of board members 
Chris Flannagan, Chris Moyer, Kevin Crofton, 
and Fred Peterson, the ground was prepared by 
digging up the grass and some of the clay and re-
placing it with topsoil and mulch. Native plants 
that don’t mind having wet feet such as Joe Pye 
weed, asters, black eyed Susans, and blazing 
star were planted in the area and the area was 
mulched. We are excitedly waiting to see these 
native plants bloom and attract bees and other 
pollinators later this summer!

This project was a real community effort. 
Crofton prepared the proposal for permission 
from Durham Parks and Recreation, Flannagan 
selected and ordered plants, Moyer drove to Siler 
City to pick up the plants, and Brandee Gruener 
provided information about how to design the 
rain garden. Frank Hyman also provided valuable 
advice. Flannagan and Peterson did much of the 
work with preparing the ground and actually put-
ting the plants in the ground. They were helped 
by a number of other neighborhood volunteers 
including: Cheri and Mark McClure, Mary Knox, 
Marian Fragola, Daniel Seed, Joe Wertz, Frank 
Levy, Barbie Izlar, and Jane Fellows. Meilleur 
donated some small trees and his time to plant 
them around the perimeter of the park to help 
control erosion.

To keep the garden and all of the other plants 
and shrubs alive this summer, we will have to 
work hard making sure they are watered regular-
ly. Crofton put a gutter on the roof of the picnic 
pavilion so we can use Mother Nature’s rain to fill 
rain barrels for watering. Nearby neighbors Scot-
ty Mathess and Pam Hoge have committed to help 
us by providing water. If your home is close to the 
park and you are willing to allow us to use water 
from your house, please email chris.flannagan@
whhna.org or fred.peterson@whhna.org. Also let 
us know if you are willing to help with watering. 
Thanks to all of the neighbors who volunteered 
to bring this project from a sketch of an idea to 
a lovely and long-lasting contribution to one of 
our neighborhood parks.

Kevin Crofton and Fred Peterson work to install gutters on the picnic shelter at Oval Park. The gutters will be  
used to capture water in rain barrels that will support the new native plantings in the south side of the park.  
Photo by Brandee Gruener
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More Mill History to Vanish
In May, a posting briefly appeared on Craig’s 
List offering the historic mill houses on Bolton 
and Rutherford Streets free to anyone who would 
move them. The eight houses and two one-story 
apartment buildings were once part of the mill 
village built by the Erwin Cotton Manufacturing 
Company. Between 1892 and the early 1920s, the 
company surrounded its large factory complex 
with nearly 500 homes to house mill workers 
and their families. The Bolton and Rutherford 
Street area will soon be home to a new apartment 
complex with more than 300 units.

Much of the huge Erwin Mills factory com-
plex was demolished in the 1980s when the Er-
win Square project began, although the oldest 
part of the mill has been preserved. In the years 
that followed, the mill houses disappeared block 
by block with the expansion of Duke University, 
the extension of the freeway, and the redevelop-
ment of the area between Main Street and Hill-
sborough Road. Several of the houses posted on 
Craig’s List were built in the 1890s. One was 
built around 1910. The listing exclaimed that the 
houses represented an opportunity for historic 
preservation, but that it was necessary to “Act 
Fast.” The difficulty, of course, is finding vacant 
property onto which to move the “free” historic 
properties. Getting the land, contractors, movers, 
and all the necessary permits lined up to move 
even a small house makes acting fast impossible. 
Whether anyone has asked for any of the houses 
is unknown, but local affordable housing groups 
were interested. The houses are located in the 
West Durham National Register Historic Dis-
trict. This designation, while important, offers 
no regulatory protection. 

The property where the historic houses are 
located now belongs to a real estate limited 
partnership called Avalon Rutherford, LP. It is 
managed by Wood Partners of Atlanta, a major 
developer and manager of multifamily residen-
tial projects across the country, including Station 
Nine apartments just next to the cluster of houses. 
Taken together, the several lots total a little more 
than three acres. The property is zoned Design 
District Support-1, a zoning category that allows 
a very broad range of uses and intense develop-
ment. In February, the owners obtained city 
site plan approval to build 336 apartments in a 
six-story building on the site. To achieve this 
number of units, the developers have included 

a density allocation from nearby properties be-
longing to Grey Stone Church. The apartment 
building may reach 90 feet in height. The project 
will include approximately 165,000 square feet of 
structured parking. The project will not include 
any affordable units. The site plan approval pro-
cess is administrative with no public input. The 
developers already had the zoning they needed. 
Wood Partners did not independently offer any 
opportunity for community engagement.

If the Rutherford and Bolton Street houses 
are not moved or preserved, evidence of West 
Durham’s rich social and economic history will 
shrink again. The largest grouping of surviving Er-
win Mill houses is located in the eastern half of Old 
West Durham. These may soon be the last con-
nection of the neighborhood to its historic origins.

Remembering Private Spicely
JOHN SCHELP

On July 8,  1944, Private Booker T. Spice-
ly was one of thousands of US soldiers at Camp 
Butner getting ready to fight in WWII. In town 
for some rest and relaxation (commonly known as 
R&R), Private Spicely was sitting near the back 
of a bus on West Club Boulevard when the White 
driver told the Black soldier to sit in the last row. 
After he didn’t move fast enough, the bus driver 
shot him in the heart on the sidewalk at Club and 
Berkeley. Watts Hospital, the all-White hospital 

just up the street, refused to admit Private Spicely, 
so he was taken to Duke Hospital where he died. 
The bus driver finished his route and was later 
acquitted by an all-White jury.

Because the police couldn’t “handle” the pro-
tests after Private Spicely was killed, Durham 
was the first large city in North Carolina to hire 
Black police officers. However, they could only 
patrol in Black neighborhoods and, if they caught 
a White suspect, they had to wait for a White 
police officer to come and arrest them.

Private Spicely is buried 100 miles north of 
Durham in Green Cemetery in Blackstone, Va. 
Members of the Spicely family met with the au-
thor on Club Boulevard in May and talked about 
applying for a state historic marker.

It was called the Khaki Invasion: 
busloads of soldiers training at Camp Butner 
coming into Durham for R&R. One bus stop 
was at what’s now Elmo’s Diner on Ninth Street. 
Duke offered its president’s house to Command-
ing General Edwin Parker but he declined, pre-
ferring to stay with his troops back at camp. 

Every morning, an MP Jeep was sent into 
Durham to bring back the soldiers who misbe-
haved and spent the night in the jailhouse. On the 
way, the Jeep dropped off General Parker’s son at 
Calvert Method School at what’s now the stone 
clubhouse at Forest Hills Park. (Calvert Meth-
od later changed its name to Durham Academy.) 
Later, General Parker and the 75th Lightning 
Division were the first US troops to cross the 
Rhine in World War II.

You can still see signs of Camp Butner in 
Durham today — from the housing near Roxboro 
and Club, to buildings that have been moved from 
Butner like Books Do Furnish a Room, Quonset 
huts found around the Bull City (including perhaps 
one in Watts-Hillandale, near I-85), and the pair of 
one-story apartment buildings at Main and Hicks. 

Did You Know?
Did you know that Lawndale Avenue west 
of Alabama was called William Street until the 
late 1950s? Also, Trent Street south of Hillsbor-
ough Road was called Crabtree Street until 1962. 
Of course, Hillsborough Road was “Hillsboro” 
Road until 1965. In that year, the town of Hills-
boro decided to become posh and added an “ugh” 
to the end of its name.
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!

BBaalllleett  ••  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ••  JJaazzzz
MMooddeerrnn  ••  TTaapp  ••  HHiipp--HHoopp  

BBrrooaaddwwaayy  ••  BBoollllyywwoooodd
BBeellllyy  DDaannccee  ••  SSaallssaa

SSttrreettcchh  ••  PPiillaatteess  ••  CCaarrddiioo
KKiiddss’’  ccllaasssseess  &&  MMoorree!!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS  
ADVERTISEMENT HERE AND REACH 

OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@ 
WHHNA.ORG TO RESERVE SPACE 

FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring  
this newsletter. 

Please support them as they support us. 

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.

900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701 
919-682-8978   -   mavsbbq.com

CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 
CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 


Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701



State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

benbaker2@msn.com

HISTORIC TREE CARE 
 

Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal 
Preservation, Surgery  

Training, Reports, Testimony  
 

FREE consulting:  Send images to  
historictreecare@gmail.com 

SEE  www.historictreecare.com 
 

FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook… 
919-906-0465 

 
                                                                                                         All We are Saying:  

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284                                                Give Trees a Chance! 
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care                                            

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575
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SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu
Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 

Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alterations

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY *
Serving the Triangle since 1990

 

 
We partner with our clients to enhance and 

celebrate the human-animal bond. 
 

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 
Betsy Williams, DVM 

  

 

 

Educating and 
empowering 
pet owners. 

 

919-383-5578 
www.westsideanimal.com 

 

Offering all of your 
pet’s preventative 
health care needs  

and more: 
acupuncture,  

therapeutic laser, 
advanced dentistry 

services.  

NEIGHBOR RECALLS 1960s DURHAM 
(continued from page 4)

to order. With him was a child I took to be his son. As he gave 
his order to one of my co-workers I leaned over the counter to 
ask the little boy what the name of his mule was. I had a short 
conversation with him before they got their lunch and left.

Shortly after the farmer and child departed, we had a lull in 
the workday. My co-worker loudly declared that I should be the 
one to take all African-American food orders as I clearly was 
very friendly with them. Also, she would be glad to be relieved 
of that responsibility. Race prejudice was blatant and rampant 
during that time.

I can’t remember which happened first; either I quit or was 
fired, but that particular summer job came to a sudden and abrupt 
end. I did understand that the manager would support the em-
ployee who would be there year-round. Yet, the injustice of the 
moment stung. Another indication of race relations from that 
time period was the DHS claim that the school was integrated 
when only a low number of African-American students were in 
attendance.

Looking back, we’ve come a long way. Looking forward, 
we’ve got a long way to go. 

– Deborah Gary Brogden, DHS, class of 1967
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