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“All the blessings we enjoy are Divine deposits, committed to our trust on this condition, that they should be dispensed for the benefit of our neighbors.” — John Calvin

PLANS MOVE FORWARD FOR LASALLE ST. APARTMENTS
D OT D OY L E

Ryan Stewart and his team at Trinsic
Residential Group have continued to work toward developing the 6.5-acre property at 3438
Hillsborough Road into an apartment complex.
The former Best Products property has more recently been used as a Duke employee park-andride. We previously reported in the PARADE
that this property is currently zoned industrial
light, but will potentially be rezoned as multifamily residential. Plans include an apartment
complex of420 units including one-, two-, and
three-bedroom apartments. The buildings will
surround a 600-car parking deck for the residents
that will not be visible from LaSalle Street or
Hillsborough Road.
Early plans show the buildings at four and five
stories tall, with the four-story buildings facing
LaSalle Street. The buildings that face LaSalle
will be shaped like an E, but with four “prongs”
rather than three. Between the prongs will be
courtyards and there will be a green space that
separates the building complex from LaSalle. Efforts will be made to preserve the existing trees
along LaSalle and additional trees and shrubbery
will be planted to provide a buffer between the
houses on the east side of LaSalle and the apartments on the west side. With the courtyards and
parks, there will be less impervious surface than
currently is on the property.
The builders are making efforts to ensure that
the project reflects the style of nearby homes and
the feel of the neighborhood. Most of the east and
south sides of the building will be sided with
brick. Different sections of the building will look
a bit different from each other to try to alleviate
the monotony that is often found in apartment

OWD Looks at Traffic Calming
FRED BROADWELL

buildings. For example, in one case a decorative
component will incorporate the historic nature
of the waterworks building on Hillandale Road.
The owners plan to include 40 affordable
housing units that will be affordable at 60% of
area median income (AMI). These units will be
integrated throughout the development and will
be indistinguishable from the units for renters
paying market value rates. The builders are committed to including affordable housing and are not
seeking public assistance or concessions from the
city to support this effort.
Residents will access the property via two
driveways that open onto LaSalle Street. Traffic
is a significant concern for neighbors, who worry that during peak hours Sprunt Avenue will
carry significantly more traffic than it currently
does. Because Sprunt Avenue is a wide, straight
street, drivers typically exceed the speed limit,
making it dangerous for pedestrians, bikers and
other drivers. Neighbors will likely want to talk
with the developer about ways to mitigate the
effects of any additional traffic.
The developers seem open to real dialogue
with neighbors, who have formed a small committee to discuss the project. In addition, later
in the spring the developer will hold a meeting
open to all neighbors to share plans for the project and to hear the thoughts and concerns of the
entire neighborhood. Certainly, the project has
potential to be an asset to the neighborhood with
features like courtyards and parks, a more neighborhood-friendly zoning of multifamily residential, and design features that reflect the nearby
homes. We look forward to future conversations
with Trinsic as the project continues to take shape.

Old West Durham is making efforts to
work on traffic calming in the neighborhood. In
February, the OWDNA board received a generous grant from the Duke Office of Durham and
Community Affairs to work with the non-profit
Bike Durham to conduct a bike and pedestrian
safety study of Old West and Watts-Hillandale.
One focus of the study would be the Club Boulevard corridor that residents of both neighborhoods use often. Fast vehicles on Club make it
difficult to cross the street and vehicles on Club
can turn quickly onto side streets. Picture a parent with a stroller, a 5-year-old and a dog trying
to cross Club at Oval Park. The sight lines for
traffic are terrible and, despite some previous
attempts at traffic calming, cars are moving too
damn fast and don’t stop for people in the crosswalks. Other streets of interest include Oakland,
Georgia and Ninth.
The proposed study would also examine the
very uneven system of sidewalks we suffer. Which
sections most need repair and which streets most
need new sidewalks? In addition, we would look
at safe routes to schools and safety around our
parks. The study, which will include outreach to
neighbors like you and on-the-ground street monitoring, would hopefully be completed by the end
of May. The results would then be used to lobby
city officials for improvements and also to create
ideas for low-cost neighborhood DIY projects like
street painting. (To see how this DIY approach
can work, visit the Burch Avenue neighborhood
that recently painted some intersections.)
On a parallel track, Old West has approached
(continued on page 12)
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Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

OLD WEST DURHAM

A. BÜGGER has moved in with their GRANDMOTHER MARGARET at 1109 Iredell St. You
might recognize the house by the life-sized cutout of Elvis on the porch or the rainbow pinwheels in
the yard. Grandma turned 89 in January and was born at Watts Hospital (now the School of Science
and Math) in 1933. A. works at Melina’s Fresh Pasta and teaches yoga at the downtown Durham
YMCA. “If you’re ever in need of some Italian fare or Zen, I’m your pal!” A. said, and “If there are
any other neighbors of advanced years and wisdom out there who are looking for companions, please
reach out!” Call A. at 919-612-0593.

TREASURER:
Beth Dray

JOANNE OMETZ is known around town as The Dog Lady and owner of the Durham Dog Training
Center. She moved to Watts-Hillandale last August. Joanne lives on Sprunt Avenue with her two dogs,
TULA and MARGARET. Say hello if you see her walking around the neighborhood with one of them.
The ROUFI FAMILY recently moved into 2308 Green St. SULIMAN, SOMA, and their
4-year-old son MUHAMMAD, along with Suliman’s brother SAMIR, arrived from Kabul,
Afghanistan in November and are settling into a busy routine. This friendly young family enjoys practicing
their English skills with neighbors, riding their bicycles and spending time with family and friends.
SAUNDRA PRESCOTT ANDERSON lived in Durham most of her life and worked at
Perkins Library at Duke for 40 years. After retirement she moved to Saint Petersburg, Fla. with
her husband and lived there 10 years (JAY ANDERSON was a freelance photographer who took
photos of classes and performances at ADF). Now widowed, Saundra moved back to be near family.
Durham feels familiar but has changed dramatically. “What happened to Northgate?” Saundra said.
“There is nowhere to shop in north Durham now and no Publix! But I have been glad to see family
and some old friends again.” Saundra enjoys being free to read all day and hopes to take more walks
and meet new friends as it gets warmer.

Safety Corner
BE CONSIDERATE AND SAFE ON TRAILS
BRANDEE GRUENER

This is my favorite time of year to get outdoors and hit the trails, and I know that
many will join me. Who doesn’t love a sunny, 65-degree day with a gentle breeze? With so many
people traveling on the Ellerbe Creek Trail and at other favorite spots, it’s a good time to remember
the rules of trail safety and etiquette. Here are a few good tips from Durham Parks & Recreation:
• Whenever possible, have someone join you on the trail. Carry a cell phone and ID. And make
sure a friend or family member knows where you will be and when you expect to return.
• Know when parks and trails close. Wear light-colored or reflective clothing in dim light.
• If you’re wearing ear buds, make sure your music isn’t too loud to hear people approaching you.
• Stay on the right side of the trail and pass slower travelers on their left. If you’re on wheels, call
out “on your left” when you’re approaching.
• Keep your dogs on a leash — an excited dog can easily collide with a runner or cyclist.
• Wheels yield to heels: As a cyclist or skater, be patient and understand that people with children
or pets may move slowly and unpredictably.
• Stay in single file in busy areas to give people room to pass.
You can find more tips at www.dprplaymore.org/266/Park-and-Trail-Safety-and-Etiquette.
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Community News
SPRING PLANS FOR ADOPTED PARKS
C H R I S M OY E R

The Adopt-A- Park/Trail Program is a volunteer program
that gives the community the opportunity to work with Durham Parks
and Recreation to keep its parks and trails clean and attractive. Adopters
are responsible for maintaining the parks and trails by picking up litter,
maintaining flower beds, painting, spreading playground mulch and other
manual labor.
The Watts Hospital Hillandale Neighborhood Association has adopted
Oval, Westover, Belmont and Indian Trails Parks. We can always use fresh
ideas for park improvement and upkeep and an extra hand to maintain our
parks. If you’d like to be a part of our Adopt-a-Park Work Group, please
email chris.moyer@whhna.org. Upcoming park cleanups are planned for
March 5, Apr. 2, May 7 and June 4 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

PRESERVATION DURHAM TOUR IN MAY
Preservation Durham will offer a home tour this spring with
a before-and-after theme designed to highlight excellent renovations of
historic homes as an alternative to tear-downs. Houses on the tour will be
located all over Durham and will represent a number of styles and periods. Owners, architects and contractors responsible for the work will be
showcased. The tour is scheduled for the weekend of May 21 and 22 and
ticket information will be posted at www.preservationdurham.org as the
date for the event draws nearer. Preservation Durham has been presenting
the best of Durham’s historic architecture in tours like this for 25 years.
Mark your calendars. It’ll be fun! This spring’s event will conform to all
Covid guidelines.

CONCERNS OVER NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH SIGNS
FRED BROADWELL

As the Black Lives Matter movement grew and I attempted
to educate myself about entrenched racism in me and my surroundings,
one day I stood contemplating the neighborhood watch sign on Alabama
Avenue. It reads: “BEWARE THIS AREA PROTECTED BY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH Durham Police Dept.” A different version of the
sign appears in Watts-Hillandale, with this language added — “All suspicious persons and activities are reported to 911” — and an ominous eye
watching over darkened houses.
I did some research and came across a blog post from Caitlin Foskey
from Seattle. Here is an excerpt:
“My boyfriend asked if we could change the route I’d gotten into the habit of walking
and try a different street. When I asked why, he pointed out the Neighborhood Watch
signs on multiple electrical poles along our course. To me, a white woman, these signs
imply that some of our neighbors might be busybodies with too much time on their
hands. To my boyfriend, a Black man, these signs are a threat.”
The post goes on to talk about the origins of neighborhood watch pro-
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Mar. 26

 7 Acre Wood creek / trail clean-up,
1
9:30 a.m.–12 p.m., sign up at
ellerbecreek.secure.force.com

Apr. 2

 eighborhood park clean-up, 9:30–10:30 a.m.,
N
details TBA

Apr. 4

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,
W
request Zoom link from dot.doyle@whhna.org

Apr. 7

First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Apr. 28

 WD Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
O
request Zoom link at owdna-board@gmail.com

May 2

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,
W
request Zoom link from fred.peterson@whhna.org

May 5

First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

May 7

 eighborhood park clean-up, 9:30–10:30 a.m.,
N
details TBA

Jun. 2

First Thursdays food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Jun. 4

 eighborhood park clean-up, 9:30–10:30 a.m.,
N
details TBA

Jun. 6

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,
W
request Zoom link from fred.peterson@whhna.org

grams in the late 1960s, and their connection to White fear of Black crime
in the wake of housing integration. She points out that the national program
was started by the National Sheriffs’ Association and was not a grassroots
phenomenon.
I did some more research and determined that, for one thing, there is no
active neighborhood watch program in our neighborhoods. The national
program is still around. But, alarmingly, it does not have any emphasis on
training about racial profiling or vigilantism, even after Trayvon Martin
was killed by George Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch coordinator. I
reached out to the Durham Police Department contact for neighborhood
watch. While she was happy to help us re-establish a program, she did not
have any response to my questions about its connection to racism. While
I agree that promoting active neighborhoods with lots of people on the
streets reduces crime, the neighborhood watch model with its signs and
“watchful eyes” is not what I want for our neighborhoods.
With all this in mind, I would like to propose an alternate approach.
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

What if our neighborhoods took down those signs and gave them back to
the city? What if we replaced them with signs that say, “This neighborhood
welcomes all people.” Instead of an eye, we could put up a heart. If you
would like to discuss this issue further, please contact me at ffbroadwell@
gmail.com or the Old West Durham board via the contact page at www.
oldwestdurham.org.

N95 MASKS DISTRIBUTED
In January, acting on a suggestion by neighbor Kate Medley, WHHNA
President Fred Peterson applied to the N.C. Department of Health and
Human Services for a supply of N95 masks for distribution in the neighborhood. OWDNA President Fred Broadwell also ordered masks. The
N95 is the most effective mask against transmission of Covid, and with
the highly contagious Omicron variant causing case numbers to soar, the
masks were in short supply. State and federal agencies were enlisting local
organizations to help distribute new supplies. In February, both Freds’
requests were honored with about 2,000 masks for each neighborhood.
These were divided up among association board members and neighborhood volunteers. They set the masks out on their porches for distribution
throughout the neighborhood. Volunteers also offered to deliver masks to
those unable to get out. In the weeks that followed, virus cases in North
Carolina began to recede. Thank you to Kate Medley, Fred Peterson, Fred
Broadwell and our neighborhood volunteers.

NIGHT OF LIGHTS A SUCCESS
M E G A N PAT T E N H O U S E

On Dec. 19, more than 5,000 luminarias lined neighborhood streets in
celebration of the 36th annual Night of Lights hosted by the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. Old West Durham joined the
event and also had a successful Night of Lights with 80 sets sold. The 2021
Night of Lights resulted in more than $5,000 in donations and two car loads
of pantry items for the Community Café of Urban Ministries Durham. Our
neighborhood has collected donations for the Community Café since 1985.
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously.
Thank you to our WHH neighbors who volunteered their time placing

JOIN TRAIL CLEANUP ON MAR. 26
D O N N A M Y E R S , E C WA S T E WA R D S H I P D I R E C TO R

signs, selling luminaries and renewing 243 WHHNA memberships at Oval
Park: Perry Whitted, Paul Feldbar, Christopher Moyer, Terri Koch, Karin
Malm, David Schimdt, Meg Thompson, Bruce Anderson, Marian Abernathy, Tony Reevy, Caroline Weaver, Cheri McClure Elliot, Mark McClure,
Kristin Bradley-Bull, Kendall Singleton, Barnara Roberman, A Bugger,
Julie Craig and Gabe Pattenhouse. Special thanks to our super volunteers
and WHHNA board members Dot Doyle, Tom Miller, Rubén Gonzales
and Jennifer Wood. Thanks to those who work so hard behind the scenes
putting the PARADE together and hand-delivering it to each household
in our collective community of WHH and OWD so that everyone knows
about the Night of Lights! It takes a village to put this event together, and
we have a wonderful one.

WHH MOURNS TWO NEIGHBORS
I t i s w i t h sa d n e s s that we report the passing of two Watts-

Hillandale neighbors, E L I Z A B E T H M A H A N N A and S U E
SNEDDON. Sue Sneddon passed away on Jan. 10 at 68 years old. Sue
was born in Pennsylvania and obtained her degree in art education at
Edinboro University. She lived in Durham from 1976 to 2003, much of that
time on Alabama Avenue. Sue was a professional artist and art teacher. She
worked for a time as a graphic artist at the North Carolina Museum of Life
and Science. She was an accomplished painter noted for her views of the
ocean and the beach. In 2003, Sue moved to Brunswick County and set up
a home and studio there, but she maintained her friendships in Durham and
continued to show her work here. Sue is survived by her wife, Donna, and
her sisters, Nance and Jo.
Elizabeth Page “Lizzie” Mahanna died on Jan. 16 at only 55 years old.
Born in Delaware, she came to Durham to attend Duke University after
serving in the United States Air Force. She earned a master’s degree in public
health from UNC and worked at the Veterans’ Administration. She was a
scholar and author, athlete, rock-climber, advocate for the arts and a master
gardener. Her gardens at her homes on Alabama Avenue and Sprunt Street
were filled with perennials, pollinators and native plants. Lizzie is survived
by her husband Augie Kreivenas, and their son Griffin and daughter Sky.
To the families of Lizzie and Sue and to their many friends go our most
profound sympathy.

Volunteers cleared invasive plants from the 17 Acre Wood
at a workday hosted by the Ellerbe Creek Watershed
Association in February 2021. Photo by Caroline Gilmore

The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association is hosting a
workday at the 17 Acre Wood this year just after creek
week on Saturday, March 26 from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Join ECWA’s preserve stewards to do some trail maintenance and remove invasive species at the 17 Acre Wood
Preserve, which runs between Indian Trail and Westover
Parks. Please bring your own water bottle, snacks, and
gloves if you have them. Find more details and sign up
for all of our upcoming events at ellerbecreek.secure.
force.com.
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Backyard Composting
in the Neighborhood
A N N E S T E WA RT

Daydreaming about your spring garden and feeling compost-curious? By request from several
neighbors, here is a brief introduction to backyard composting and the various ways folks in WHH and OWD
accomplish it at home.
First, a primer: composting is the simple process of recycling your food scraps and yard waste into a rich soil
additive. By managing this decomposition process at home, you divert methane-producing waste from the landfill
and reduce your carbon footprint while also improving soil health and biodiversity.
The most common backyard method is the humble compost heap. Officially termed “cold” composting, this
hands-off technique lets Mother Nature do the dirty work over time. While it’s low-maintenance, be prepared to
welcome urban wildlife to feast! (I personally use this method and haven’t had a problem with pests in my house,
as long as I locate my compost bin in the far back corner of my yard and take care not to add any meat or dairy
products). Also, note that cold piles don’t generate enough heat to kill weed seeds or pathogens in the finished
product.
For those who enjoy being more involved in the process, an upright cylinder, solar cone or rotating tumbler
might be your solution. There are dozens of inexpensive DIY designs from plastic trash cans to old pickle barrels.
Store-bought models vary widely and it’s wise to remember that you get what you pay for. Whether vertical or
horizontal, the trick to using a closed-cylinder system successfully is to add enough “brown” carbon sources (dry
leaves, straw, shredded paper, etc.) to offset the “green” nitrogen sources (food scraps, grass clippings, etc.) If you
don’t add enough browns you’ll end up with smelly mush and squirmy larvae.
Finally, if you want to divert your food waste from the landfill without getting your hands dirty, consider a
subscription with Compost Now (formerly Tilthy Rich). For a monthly fee, Compost Now will provide you with
a countertop bin and pick up your scraps curbside every week. In return, you earn back finished compost which
you may have delivered in bags or donated to a community organization like the Hub Farm. And don’t forget you
can also band together with neighbors and split a bulk compost delivery from one of our very own local OWD
businesses — the Rock Shop on Hillsborough Road.
In closing, I encourage compost-curious neighbors to think about 1) their main motivation for composting, and
2) how much time and physical effort they are honestly willing to contribute. Know you won’t keep up with it?
Go with the low-maintenance heap or subscribe to Compost Now. Love putting about in the yard and want to
see the magic happen? Go with a cylinder. Want to make some friends? Ask the listserv if anyone wants to split a
bulk delivery.
For more information, the helpful folks at the Durham County Cooperative Extension Office on Foster Street
are a wealth of knowledge and happy to help.
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Development Round Up
At the Shops at Erwin Square , signs
are up in the window of bay 250 advising that
the space that used to be Salon del Sol will soon
be RESTORE HYPER WELLNESS. The
national retail health franchise was founded in
2015 by Pennsylvania entrepreneur Steve Welch
and his friend, Jim Donnelly. The company now
boasts about 100 locations across the country
including two locations in Charlotte and one in
Raleigh. Restore will offer cryotherapy — exposing the body to cold for health benefits — light
therapy, IV drips, oxygen therapy, blood testing,
infrared sauna and other services. The corner location looks toward Harris Teeter and is at the
center of a cluster of personal service businesses
like Massage Envy and Pure Barre.
The lower level of the Couch Building on
Ninth Street has become the BULL CITY
SELFIE MUSEUM, a 3,500 square foot space
filled with unique rooms, costumes and props
where customers can use their imaginations to
create all kinds of self-portraits with their telephones or other cameras to post on social media
sites or share among friends. Business venues for
taking selfies are a national phenomenon. Durham
now has two such places, the other being Selfie
Symposium on the south side of town. The Bull
City Selfie Museum is an independent business
owned by Erica and Joe Bishop. Right now, appointments are managed through an online ticket
system. Access is via Alley 8 off Iredell Street.
Over at 1104 Broad St., MOON DOG
MEADERY has opened in the basement under Joe Van Gogh. Over the years, the space has
been various venues like Under the Street and
The Vault. Moon Dog Meadery is a tavern that
focuses on N.C. wines and beers, but its specialty
is mead, a fermented drink made from honey. In a
glass you might think it was white wine. In fact,
mead has many of wine’s properties, but it also
possesses the aromas and flavors of the flowers
visited by the bees. Moon Dog Meadery is owned
by Derrick Forrest and Kenneth Thrower. They
not only sell mead, they make it on site. It takes
about eight weeks to transform honey into mead.
Their first batch since opening right after Christmas should be ready now.
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At the corner of Broad and Guess, RALEIGHDURHAM CHECK-CASHERS has closed
up shop. The building is empty and there is a “for
sale” sign out front. The check-cashing business
had been on the corner for more than 10 years.
Finally, neighbors in Old West Durham,
Watts-Hillandale, and all over town were saddened to learn that after nearly 40 years, ST.
FRANCIS ANIMAL HOSPITAL has
closed. Dr. Vickie Eason opened St. Francis in
1981 at the corner of Hicks Street and Hillsborough Road in a commodious old bungalow built
around 1920. The building’s home-like appearance and welcoming front porch were part of the
little hospital’s charm. After a dozen years, Dr.
Margie Lindeke took over. She and her staff took
care of generations of beloved neighborhood pets
and their owners. In early December, she wrote
to her clients that she had decided to retire and
that the costs of remodeling the well-used house
made it impractical to pass the practice on to a
new owner. What the future holds for the property remains to be seen, but everyone misses Margie
and St. Francis.

More Houses Torn Down
In the last PARADE , we reported on the
potential demolition of the 1938 Spencer House
at 1300 Virginia Ave. The house was torn down
in January. Also torn down during January was
the 1940 house at 1501 Virginia Ave., which was
home to Dr. Clotilde Schlayer for more than 60
years. Over at the corner of Green Street and
Oakland Avenue in Old West Durham, a century-old duplex was torn down and the property has been re-graded for new development.
All three houses sat on double lots and were attractive for redevelopment for that reason. The
tear-downs have stimulated a lot of discussion
on neighborhood lists.
West and Woodall, the new developers of
the 1300 Virginia property, have filed plans to
subdivide the lot into three parcels using the
small lot option made available under the city’s
2019 Expanding Housing Choices initiative.
Under the small lot rules, residential property
in the urban tier can be subdivided into lots as
small as 2,000 square feet with 25 feet of road

frontage. A single-family house or a duplex may
be built, but can be no larger than 1,200 square
feet with a building footprint of no more than
800 square feet. Such a structure is limited to
25 feet in height.
The plan submitted for 1300 Virginia shows
two lots, each consisting of 2,240 square feet
facing Woodrow Street. The rest of the property is an L-shaped parcel running down Virginia
Avenue and behind the new Woodrow lots. By
dividing the property into just three parcels, the
developer avoids the thorough review process
required of subdivisions resulting in four or more
lots. While the developer’s plans for the L-shaped
parcel are not discernible from the submission,
it is possible that this property will be divided
further in the future. The city allows sequential
three-lot subdivisions without review. The plan
shows an access drive through the property running from Virginia and emerging on Woodrow
between the two new small lots. This indicates
that the developer might try to create a building
lot at the rear of the property with very little direct contact with the public street. Perhaps as
many as five lots will be cut from the original site.
Under the revised zoning rules, small lots do
not require off-street parking. If 1300 Virginia
winds up as five lots with no off-street parking
and the occupants of each house have two cars,
parking could get crowded. Fortunately, the developer’s plans do indicate that the small lots will
have ribbon driveways.
Dr. Schlayer’s home at 1501 Virginia was the
center of a cluster of houses she and Dr. Walter
Kempner assembled near the corner Virginia Avenue and Pershing Streets. Living in these homes
were a remarkable community of intellectual refugees from Nazi Germany and war-torn Europe.
Schlayer and Kempner were early opponents of
Hitler. The expansion of Duke University provided them with an opportunity to escape to the
United States. They used their resources to bring
others to this country as well. Many settled in
Watts-Hillandale. Kempner is famous as a brilliant medical researcher and the founder of the
rice diet at Duke and Schlayer worked with him.
The empty Schlayer lots at 1501 and 1503 Virginia now belong to Chase Building Company —
the same firm that built the attractive new small
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house at 1213 Alabama Ave. using the small lot
option. At the time of this writing, Chase had not
filed any plans to redevelop its Virginia Avenue
property. Under the small-lot option, the property
could be divided into five or possibly more lots.
In Watts-Hillandale and at Duke, Schlayer,
Kempner and the other members of their group
built new lives of peace and security in their cluster of modest homes at Virginia and Pershing.
Dr. Schlayer lived in her house until her death
in 2004 at 104. Even though her home is now
gone, Dr. Schlayer’s story of resistance, escape
and building a new life here should not be lost.
Tear-downs in Old West Durham are certainly not news. During the last decade more
than two dozen smaller, older homes have been
replaced by much larger rental properties. The
trend so alarmed the Old West Durham Neighborhood Association that they persuaded the city
to enact a neighborhood protection overlay to
attempt to control the size and scale of the new
buildings. At Green and Oakland, however,
Revision Developers out of Roxboro appear to
want to build some smaller houses. They have
demolished the 1914-era house at the corner and
have filed plans to cut the property up into at
least four building lots. Permit data for some of
the lots indicate that they will conform to the
small lot rules. Stakes have been posted with the
new addresses: 2508, 2510, and 2512 Green St.
and 900 Oakland. The houses on small lots will
be limited to 1,200 square feet. Permit information for 900 Oakland indicates a house as large
as 1,340 square feet may be built there. Street
trees and lot trees will be required. There are
no trees on the property now.

lawyers, city planning, redesigns, supply chain
issues, membership changes, crew shortages due
to illness, inspection quibbles and more.
All of these difficulties put us at least a year
behind our original optimistic projections, and
several months behind more realistic projections. Nevertheless, progress has been steady
and positive. We hope that by March we will
have reached the end of this phase of the journey,
and all 23 households will be a part of Old West
Durham. We fully intend to engage with our surrounding community, and some of us might get
involved with OWDNA. If you haven’t done so
already, you can learn about your new neighbors
at www.bullcitycommons.com.

Doug Marlette From Powe to Pulitzer
JOHN SCHELP

Years ago, authors Pat Conroy and Doug
Marlette were sitting in rocking chairs having
a conversation on stage at Duke’s Festival of the
Book. They were describing the superb dinner
they just enjoyed at Magnolia Grill (now Mon-

uts) when Conroy asked, “And you went to that
school across the street, right?”
What?! Ninety minutes later, I was backstage
talking to the E.K. Powe grad who told me he
grew up on Maryland near Sprunt across from
Watts-Hospital in “the house with paper-thin
walls.”
Marlette’s novel, The Bridge, touches on his
childhood in West Durham and describes life in
a mill village (past and present).
Famous for his comic strip “Kudzu,” Marlette also won the Pulitzer Prize for editorial
cartooning. His biting cartoons appeared in the
country’s top newspapers for some 30 years.
According to the Newseum, “He credited his
grandmother, who he said was ‘bayoneted by a
guardsman during a mill strike in the Carolinas,’
for his willingness to tackle controversial subjects... The Bridge included fictionalized accounts
of the anti-labor brutality that his grandmother
and others faced. He thinly disguised some
real-life characters, causing some hard feelings in
North Carolina, where he lived.”
Marlette died at 57 in an automobile accident in
Mississippi in 2007. He was on his way to attend a

Pulitzer Prize winner Doug Marlette grew up across the street from Watts-Hospital.

Cohousing Building Occupied at Last
DANIEL SINGER

By the time you read this , most of our
members will (we hope!) have moved into Bull
City Commons Cohousing, the five-story condo
building at 610 Trent Drive. Completion and certificate of occupancy have been a moving target,
not unusual for a project of this size and complexity. Building started in the spring of 2020, but the
pandemic snarled an already complex process
involving architects, general contractors, banks,
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The Heart of the Neighborhood
rehearsal of the musical adaptation of “Kudzu.” At
his funeral, in a church near Hillsborough, Marlette
was eulogized by his best friend, Pat Conroy.

Memories of the Grocery Store
G I N G E R B LU B A U G H

There was a time not so long ago when
neighborhoods like Old West Durham had small
grocery stores on residential streets where neighbors bought their supplies. These stores carried
canned, packaged, and bulk non-perishable essentials as well as fresh produce. Also candy and
cigarettes, of course, along with cold drinks, like
small glass bottles of Coca-Cola.
One such store stands on the corner of West
Knox and Alabama, still displaying a large sign
for the “Neighborhood Grocery.” I spoke with
Nadene Wilkins who lives across the street from
the store. Her step-father, Jesse Morrow, ran that
store for many years. It has been rented out since
the store closed.
Imagine a wide screened-in porch across the
front of the house. Imagine an awning extending
out into the street covering stands of fresh produce. The small screened porch in the back of
the building held coolers for cold drinks. Local
gardeners and farmers brought tomatoes, beans,
cucumbers, cabbages or carrots to sell here.
Inside the store sat a large hoop cheese from
which one could cut a chunk of any size. There
was a cash register on the counter. Three dozen
eggs from a local farm on Guess Road cost one
dollar. One could also purchase loaf bread, candy
and cigarettes, packaged meat and fatback.
All of the choices of product we have today
were probably unimaginable. But what was
available were the necessities, fresh and local. A
simpler way of life.

New Year Reflections on 100 Years Ago
Okay, the western secular new year
of 2022 began back in January. Even the new year
observed in China and many other places was in
February, but the March PARADE is the first
time we can contemplate what a new year portends and what the past was like. One hundred
years ago, in 1922, what was here? Well, Old West
Durham was dominated by the vast Erwin Cotton
Mill. It wasn’t that old then. In fact, the area was
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called just “West Durham.” The old post office
on Ninth Street canceled postage with a “West
Durham” circle date stamp. The mill buildings
stretched from nearly Ninth Street all the way over
to Rutherford Street. Half a dozen giant smoke
stacks belched black coal smoke. In fact, the chimney on every little house in the area sent up wisps
of coal smoke. Cinders and ash fell on everything.
In the neighborhood, the company owned dozens
of houses east of Oakland Avenue. On the west
side only a few private homes had been built.
In 1922 in Watts-Hillandale, which was then
called Country Club Acres — no kidding —
there was a new hospital, the still new reservoir
and even newer country club and golf course.
There were about 30 houses scattered down
Club (laid out in 1913) and Englewood (laid out
in 1914). There were a handful of houses on Broad
Street, Maryland and Ninth. There were one or
two on Iredell, but it was Eighth Street in those
days. The houses on Club tended to be bigger.
The street car ran down Broad and then turned
west onto Club on its way to the Durham Country Club. The name “Hillandale” was reserved
for Mr. John Sprunt Hill’s farm and had yet to be
applied to the clubhouse and golf course he created. None of the streets north of Club and west
of Maryland, Woodrow, Wilson, and Pershing,
etc., had been laid out in 1922.
None of the streets in Old West Durham were
paved. That would take decades. In Watts-Hillandale, only the northern linear half of Club
Boulevard was paved. It would take a few years
before the developers kept their promise to pave
the whole thing. Automobiles had to avoid the
street car tracks which were raised so high that
few vehicles could cross them. The mail, ice and
milk were delivered by horse-drawn wagons and
would be for some years to come. Dr. Atkins,
who lived at the corner of Club and Carolina,
had a Model T and a cow.
In 1922, skirt lengths were rising in Durham,
but not too much. Idris Knox and Ruth Dailey
were suspended from West Durham School
(soon to become E. K. Powe) for wearing knee
socks instead of the heavy blue woolen hose the
dress code demanded. West Durham folks could
take the street car into town to see a movie. The
pictures to see in 1922 included “Blood and
Sand” with Rudolph Valentino and Nita Naldi
and “The Prisoner of Zenda” with Lewis Stone
playing two parts. Ramon Navarro was the villain in that one. The pictures were silent. Of the

(continued from page 7)

actors named, only Lewis Stone would make it
in talkies. Durham had four or five movie theaters for white people including the Orpheum,
the Paris and the Savoy. The Carolina had not yet
been built. The Wonderland was the one theater
for African Americans. When the flickers were
not flicking, these venues offered vaudeville performances, lectures and concerts too. The street
car cost a nickel each way and the movies cost a
nickel too. In 1922, this useful coin had the head
of an American “Indian” in profile on one side and
a buffalo on the other. It was real money then. It
could also get you a Pepsi Cola, a hamburger or
a reasonably good cigar.
Few homes would have had a radio in 1922.
Radio was still a hobby then, not a form of entertainment. The hit songs that year were “My
Man” by Fanny Brice and “Three O’clock in the
Morning” by the Paul Whiteman band. Those
who could afford it had a cabinet gramophone
with fine mahogany veneer. They were entirely
mechanical — wound up like a pocket watch.
More conservative folks bought the sheet music
and sang the tunes while they played them on
their upright pianos.
If your mail was delivered to your house, the
postman came twice a day. House numbers were
a novelty. A letter addressed to “Josie Johnson,
West Durham” was delivered to her. A telephone, if you had one, was of the candlestick variety unless you kept the old wall-mounted oak
box with the hemispherical bells. There was no
dial feature on either type in 1922.
In 1922, during Prohibition, there were no
bars, but if you wanted a drink you could get a
one. West Durham had its liquor houses. Warren
Harding was the President of the United States.
While he lived there, the White House was the
most notorious liquor house in the country.

New Comprehensive Plan Assigns
OWD, WHH “Place Types”
The process to come up with a new Durham
Comprehensive Plan has been underway for more
than two years. Under North Carolina’s laws, local
governments must have a comprehensive plan in
place to guide development and land-use decisions.
Just what a comprehensive plan should include
is a little fuzzy, but the law requires local governments to consult their plans when they decide
zoning cases. In Durham, city and county planning
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functions are combined and for the most part we
operate with one set of rules for the entire county.
The current Durham comprehensive plan was
adopted back in 2006. At the same time, Durham
adopted a new set of zoning and development
rules called the Unified Development Ordinance,
or UDO. The plan has a map called the Future
Land Use Map that is supposed to guide future
zone changes and text that spells out the plan’s
goals, objectives and policies. The plan also contains a long list of actions to be taken in the future
to refine regulations and processes to better effect
the plan’s policies. While some of these actions
have been worked on, many have never been addressed. Now more than 15 years old, this plan
organizes Durham’s growth guidance on a system
of concentric “tiers” or rings of development intensity radiating out from downtown. It was also
heavily built upon the idea that Durham and the
region would have light rail and commuter rail
systems shaping the area’s development future,
which is no longer the case.
Rather than try to patch up and extend the life
of the old plan, the city and county decided to start
over and develop a new plan. In many communities, such an undertaking would be handed over
to a neutral outside consultant with plan-making
expertise, but Durham decided not to do that. The
first step the planning staff undertook was to set
up goals and objectives through engagement with
stakeholders, including developers and citizens.
The engagement process began well enough, but
was disrupted by Covid. In most comprehensive
plan making, the process is led by an advisory
committee made up of representatives of stakeholder interests. This provides the process with
a deliberative component among stakeholders and
planners. Instead of this, Durham planners created
a process of direct engagement using citizen ambassadors in some instances and online comments
and polling in others. While this process does not
bring competing interests to the same table, the
city has made considerable efforts to reach out to
communities of people who have been absent or
underrepresented in the past.
After publishing broad goals and objectives
for the new comprehensive plan, planners moved
on to developing more refined components of the
plan. One of these is making a list of “place types”
and assigning them to a map of the county. Where
the current comprehensive plan has a Future Land
Use Map indicating what should go where in the
future, the new place type map divides the county
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up into a set of places that contemplate not just
future uses, but also existing conditions and their
value to the community. Place type designations
see the community as a patchwork rather than a
set of concentric tiers of development intensity. In this way, the place type approach is more
realistic. It recognizes what is here and allows
for quirks and the organic patterns of the way
Durham has grown over time.
A look at the draft Place Type Map shows that
much of Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale are identified as “Established Residential,”
essentially a built-out residential neighborhood
with a variety of housing on a grid system of
streets. Established Residential areas are not
generally governed by restrictive covenants and
homeowner associations. Established Residential
areas may have parks and schools, but often have
no stormwater controls. There may be infill areas that would be difficult to develop because of
streams and slopes. In established neighborhoods,
the draft says, accessory dwelling units and tiny
houses should be encouraged. Houses should be
close to the street and have porches. Established
residential areas are appropriate for pedestrian
and bicycle facilities and traffic-calming measures.
On the draft map, much of Watts-Hillandale
is also designated as “Recreation Open Space.”
This place type covers the neighborhood’s several parks, Ellerbe Creek and the golf course. The
main attribute for Recreation Open Space is that
it should remain free of development. Old West
Durham contains a large area at its southern limit
designated “Transit Opportunity Area.” This
place type covers what is now the Ninth Street
Compact Neighborhood Tier and Design District. The description of this area contemplates
dense development and tall buildings. This place
type should be located at major transit intersections. In some places this description is apt, but
just what it means at Ninth Street without the
once hoped for rail transit is hard to say. The
description for the Transit Opportunity place
type is unfocused. More work deciding what the
Ninth Street area is and should become is needed.
Both sides of Guess Road south of I-85 in
Watt-Hillandale are also identified as Transit Opportunity. This is troublesome because the area,
now containing hotels, motels, and a mishmash of
older businesses and structures, is not similar to
the Ninth Street district and does not match the
place type description. It is difficult to see how the
two areas can be lumped together as a single place

type or shaped by the same policy considerations.
Broad Street is marked down as the “Suburban
Commercial” place type. Throughout both Old
West and Watts-Hillandale are places identified
as “Community-Institution.” These places include
schools and churches. The North Carolina School
of Science and Mathematics falls in this type.
The draft Place Type Map and place type descriptions can be seen on line at durham.mysocialpinpoint.com/comprehensiveplan/placetypes/.

This Newsletter Over the Years
PARADE was created in 1984 as the
quarterly newsletter of the Watts HospitalHillandale Neighborhood Association. The first
edition of the newsletter was published in March
1985. It consisted of 10 pages in a single signature
of folded 11" x 14" paper and was distributed doorto-door by volunteers to the neighborhood’s approximately 1,300 households. Marilyn Helms was
the first editor. Following Helms, there has been a
succession of talented and dedicated editors, designers, writers, and deliverers — all volunteers.
Every issue has been filled with notices, announcements, obituaries, history, advice, opinions and real
news pieces written by neighbors for neighbors
— an intimate chronicle of our community life.
Since that first newsletter in 1985, PARADE
has never missed an issue. In March 2019, the
Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham neighborhood associations agreed to share the newsletter and increase its circulation to 2,000 by including the households in Old West. By rough count,
neighborhood volunteers have carried more than
180,000 copies of PARADE to every door in the
neighborhood over a period of 37 years. That’s a
remarkable record of sustained volunteer effort
and a tribute not only to the hundreds of volunteers over the years who have taken a route,
but to the degree to which the people in WattsHillandale and Old West care for their community.
Today, our editor is Brandee Gruener and the
designer is Amanda Shurgin. Reid Shaffer manages advertising. It’s the policy of the newsletter
that revenue from advertising be sufficient to cover the cost of production, but not much more. As
a consequence, the rates are low and ad space is
in constant demand. Vicky Welch organizes distribution in Old West Durham and Catie Shaffer
manages distribution in Watts-Hillandale. These
neighbors deserve our thanks.
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE
PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD
These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter.
Please support them as they support us.

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
Ballet • Contemporary • Jazz
Modern • Tap • Hip-Hop
Broadway • Bollywood
Belly Dance • Salsa
Stretch • Pilates • Cardio
Kids’ classes & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com

Can estate planning be a
straightforward, manageable,
and transparent process?
With Ampersand Law it can be.

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning.
Contact your neighborhood
estate planning attorney,
Heather Hazelwood,
to learn more.

Find me on

10 •

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.com
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HISTORIC TREE CARE
Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal
Preservation, Surgery
Training, Reports, Testimony
FREE consulting: Send images to
historictreecare@gmail.com
SEE www.historictreecare.com
FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook…

919-906-0465

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care

All We are Saying:

Give Trees a Chance!

Chris Moyer
561.632.7316
Chris@InhabitTheTriangle.com

benbaker2@msn.com

Dr. Amber Meade

205 Broadway St
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292
www.bvhdurham.com
Located in the Central Park District
of downtown Durham
behind the police substation

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738
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OWD Looks at Traffic Calming
(continued from page 1)
the N.C. Department of Transportation about traffic issues
on Hillsborough Road between Cocoa Cinnamon and Greystone Church. The problem is fast traffic in a corridor that is
slowly transitioning into a more bustling retail hub. When
Bull City Commons opens soon on Trent Drive, pedestrian
traffic will increase even more. The current design creates
very narrow travel lanes, has no place for bicycles and allows only inches for separating fast moving vehicles and
pedestrians. It is a recipe for disaster.
Making changes to this street will be tricky: Hillsborough Road is the state-maintained route Highway 70, so the
city has less control over its design. (Over the years, some
have suggested that Highway 70’s route be moved over to
Main Street so the city could control Hillsborough Road.
Unfortunately, that section of Main Street is controlled by
the railroad company and they oppose the move.) One option
is to eliminate the turn lanes at Trent and Hillsborough; this
would widen the lanes and slow down some traffic. Some have
proposed on-street parking or in-street signage, like what is
seen on Ninth Street. That approach clearly works. So far,
staff engineers at the N.C. DOT have responded that they are
talking with city transportation officials about the situation
and exploring bike lanes and other traffic calming measures.
Ongoing information about the project can be found at
www.oldwestdurham.org under “projects.” Stay tuned.
And be careful out there!

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service.
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.

www.laundrymen.com
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(919) 215-8575

Sew Right For You
Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator,
Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alterations

Lynne Ware Nixon

Owner/ Designer

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com
www.instagram.com/sewright4you
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham
*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY *
Serving the Triangle since 1990

DINE-IN+PATIO

CURBSIDE

TAKE-OUT
TAKE-OUT ++ DELIVERY
DELIVERY
900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701
919-682-8978 - mavsbbq.com
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