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CONTACTLESS SALES IN OWD
BETH PLONK

Old West Durham will celebrate their Night of 
Lights this year in conjunction with the Watts Hospital- 
Hillandale neighborhood on Sunday, Dec. 19 at sundown. 
The rain date will be Wednesday, Dec. 22. There will be 
kits for sale starting Nov. 26 on Thanksgiving weekend. 
Each kit will include 10 candles and bags along with sand. 
Bring a container along to pick up enough sand to put in 
the bottom of the bags. Each kit will cost $5. They can be 
purchased via PayPal using the link located on the OWD 
web page at www.oldwestdurham.org. 

The kits will be available for contactless pickup at 1010 
Rosehill Ave. during weeknight and weekend hours. Please 
text (919) 564-5292 to schedule a time and receive a con-
firmation. The funds raised during this event help support 
OWDNA initiatives such as the pocket park, West Fest, 
welcome signs and administrative costs of maintaining the 
email list and website. 

NEIGHBORHOODS PLAN NIGHT OF LIGHTS ON DEC. 19

PARK SALES AND CAFÉ COLLECTION IN WHH
MEGAN PATTENHOUSE

Watts - Hillandale has had a spirited history of cel-
ebrating the holidays by lining the streets with luminaries, 
brightening our neighborhood with the warming glow of 
candlelight. This tradition was started in 1985 by Caron 
Mayo, then vice president of the WHHNA, and a cheerful 
group of volunteers. Ever since, we’ve come together in 
unity to stroll our streets in the brisk winter air. With more 
neighbors lining the streets with luminaries, we are sure to 
have the biggest and brightest Night of Lights evening yet!

This year’s Night of Lights is on Sunday, Dec. 19. In the 
unlikely event that we get rain, we’ll celebrate on Wednes-
day, Dec. 22. Luminaria supplies will be on sale at the south-
ern end of Oval Park at the picnic shelter on Dec. 18 and 19 
from 12 to 5 p.m. On Sunday, we’ll stay until 5 p.m. or until 
we run out. Luminary kits are sold in sets of 10 for $5, or you 
may purchase individual sets for 50 cents each. Volunteers 
and purchasers are asked to wear masks to increase safety 
and accessibility of the pick-up. To help reduce waste, please 
bring a bucket, pail or reusable bag to fill up with sand.

Our Night of Lights celebration is also the time of year 
when we collect donations at the park for our neighbors 
in need at the Community Café. The Community Café has 
requested particular pantry items as we near the holiday 
season—coffee, tea, sugar and creamer to help warm up 
in the mornings; pancake mix, syrup and canned fruit to 
start the day off right; and canned soups, mac ‘n cheese and 
canned vegetables to end the day with a comforting meal. 
Of course, canned meats, pantry staples like paper plates, 
towels, napkins and condiments would all be very helpful 
too. The Community Café also accepts donations of gloves, 
hats and coats. We usually collect in excess of $5,000 to 
donate and we’d love to exceed that this year. 

When you stop by Oval Park for supplies, drop 
off canned goods and money for the Community Café. 

Watts-Hillandale residents can renew a membership, too, 
getting a free luminaria kit. Members that have already re-
newed for 2021 get one free set! To make this year’s event 
successful, we need lots of volunteers—setting up, selling 
luminaria, passing out sand, dropping off old plastic bags for 
sand—we have lots of opportunities to get involved. If the 
weather is chilly, we might seek out volunteers to swing by 
with hot chocolate or to lend us some thermoses. You can 
sign up to volunteer at bit.ly/NOLvolunteer2021. If you have 
any questions about Night of Lights, please contact Megan 
Pattenhouse at mpattenhouse@gmail.com. I will be signing 
folks up online this year to help work designated shifts. More 
information will come soon on the neighborhood email lists.

INSIDE:
Meet newly elected 
members of the WHH 
and OWD neighborhood 
associations (page 9).

How Night of Lights 
began (page 8). 

You Shouldn’t Have!  
A Neighborhood 
T-Shirt for the  
Holidays!
Got somebody on 
your list that’s hard to 
buy for? Here’s the tick-
et: Everybody wants a 
neighborhood T-shirt, and 
why shouldn’t they? The 
shirts are soft, all-cotton 
(mostly), and of the finest 
quality. There are different 
designs to choose from and 
there is a shirt to fit every 
neighbor from junior to 
grandpa. If you roll one 
tightly and put a bright 
holiday ribbon around it, 
it’ll fill the toe of every 
stocking and still leave 
room for the tangerine on 
top. Imagine your family’s 
delight! Shirts are just 
$15 each. Email Tom at 
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com for 
a Watts-Hillandale shirt.
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LOGAN YONAVJAK and JOHN ENDICOTT  recently moved to 2111 Woodrow St. with 
their two kitties, Banana and Buttons. Logan works at the intersection of natural resource manage-
ment and investing, and John works in the tech space. Logan is originally from Chapel Hill (went 
to UNC-CH) and John is originally from Chicago. When they’re not working on their house or 
planning their wedding, they enjoy running, hikes along the Eno River, exploring local restaurants 
and getting to know this wonderful neighborhood. Please stop by and say hello! 

JORDAN WADE and JULIA BARNARD are delighted to announce the birth of their son, 
Simon Lake Barnard Wade, on July 31. Everyone is healthy, Simon is a joy, and Jordan and Julia are 
extremely tired. Thanks to the entire neighborhood, which has supplied Simon with almost all of 
his things through the beautiful curb alert economy.

MELISSA  and MICHAEL  on West Knox welcomed their daughter, AMAYA JAMES 
AMOABENG, on Sept. 21. “We look forward to introducing her to neighbors when we’re out 
walking her — especially other new parents!” Melissa said.

MARK MCCLURE, CHERI MCCLURE ELLIOTT  and their standard poodle IZZY are 
excited to call the WHH neighborhood home. Riverbank Custom Homes is building their new 
home at 2326 Englewood. The recently retired health care providers have lived in North Carolina 
since 1989 (Raleigh, Cary, Chapel Hill and North Topsail Beach). They founded Landmark Urology 
and Complementary Medicine in Raleigh in 1997, where they worked together until their “first” 
retirement in 2013. Over the past seven years, they continued to provide medical care to underserved 
areas. They enjoy hiking, traveling, photography, volunteering, and spending time with their four 
children, four grandchildren and four granddogs.

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?  
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

OLD WEST DURHAM

Fred Broadwell  ffbroadwell@gmail.com

Sarah Ross Dickson sarahrossdickson@gmail.com

Beth Dray  elidray@yahoo.com 

David Eklund  deklund@gmail.com

Emmet Furlong  emmetfurlong@yahoo.com

Charles Kacir  charleskacir@gmail.com

Beth Plonk  bewellnownc@gmail.com

Vicky Welch  vickyw1961@gmail.com

Bill Williams pecosbillnc@gmail.com

John Wood  johnw@clinedesignassoc.com

Officers will be elected at the Jan. 27 board meeting.

WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE

PRESIDENT: 
Fred Peterson   fred.peterson@whhna.org 
West Club Blvd

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Dot Doyle  dot.doyle@whhna.org 
919-286-3306 
2311 Woodrow St.

TREASURER: 
Jennifer Wood  jennifer.wood@whhna.org 
919-597-8027 
2400 Tampa Ave.

SECRETARY: 
Kevin Crofton   kevin.crofton@whhna.org 
2311 Wilson St.

DIRECTORS: 
Julie Mancuso Craig   julie.craig@whhna.org 
1510 Mountainview Ave. 

Chris Flannagan  chris.flannagan@whhna.org 
1404 Oakland Ave.

Rubén Gonzalez ruben.gonzalez@whhna.org 
919-699-0991

Jamie Gruener jamie.gruener@whhna.org 
919-624-9760 
2410 W. Club Blvd.

Carolyn Hodes carolyn.hodes@whhna.org 
1307 Carolina Avenue

Terri Koch  terri.koch@whhna.org 
2211 Albany

Tom Miller tom.miller@whhna.org 
919-599-7618 
1110 Virginia Ave.

Christopher Moyer christopher.moyer@whhna.org 
561-632-7316  
1702 Meeting St.

Perry Whitted perry.whitted@whhna.org 
919-323-7523 
1705 Maryland Ave.

2021–2022 NEIGHBORHOOD  
OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

Duck Duck Goose gave a free concert on a beautiful day at Oval Park. Jack Herrick, Bob Vasile, and Jane 
Peppler performed tunes from the British Isles and beyond. Photo by John Schelp.
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OWDNA PRESIDENT ON THE  
CHALLENGES OF GROWTH
FRED BROADWELL

If  there is  one thing we can agree on, there is a lot going on in 
Old West Durham these days. On the good side, we continue to see a num-
ber of sensitive home renovation and construction projects. Builders like 
Riverbank recognize the importance of our historic homes with their front 
porches and cottage features. Some neighbors are buying houses near their 
homes and turning them into attractive and reasonably priced rentals. And 
not every project by a flipper results in a teardown. We can also celebrate 
the completion of Bull City Commons cohousing on Trent, bringing new 
energy to that part of the neighborhood. And there are some interesting 
infill projects that are adding to the stock of rental housing.

On the bad side, and there is a lot of bad, we continue to see too many 
teardowns — modest homes and duplexes being replaced with luxury 
houses that are out of the reach of most Durham families. Old West Durham 
has been lucky to have a large number of duplexes — whole blocks of them. 
But will any be left in 20 or 30 years? We also continue to hear that rents 
are rising rapidly, rental housing quality can be poor and that the typical 
rental management company is not very responsive. And of course home 
prices have skyrocketed in the weird, constricted pandemic housing market. 

It is worth noting that the Neighborhood Protection Overlay, or NPO, 
the result of years of work by neighbors, is having some effect. Developers 
are designing projects to conform with the ordinance, limiting the size 
and height of new buildings (though they may still look too large). While 
the Durham Planning Department is checking for compliance, they and 
developers need to know that we are watching the situation. And given 
that the NPO is quite limited in its power, we need to continue to be vocal 
about what we want (historic character, affordability, green design, a mix 
of uses), and communicate that to the city and directly to developers. 

Going forward, the neighborhood association intends to be in regular 
contact with the Planning Department and encourages residents to get 
involved as well. Input toward revision of the Comprehensive Plan is one 
way we can be heard (see www.engagedurham.com), as well as monitoring 
NPO compliance. 

The neighborhood is also urging the Planning Department to under-
take a Small Area Plan for the Monkey Bottom district. This is the area 
between Main and Hillsborough, and Greystone Baptist and Food Lion. 
This fast-changing district, currently zoned for anything, with razor-wire 
topped fences next to single-family cottages next to affordable rentals, needs 
help to transition to a coherent area. What happens when Hillsborough 
Road starts to attract high-rise apartments — with all their pros and cons 
— right next to single-story houses? We need to plan ahead. Similarly, the 
association is urging that the woods next to E.K. Powe become a nature 
preserve. Left unprotected, this beautiful area could be clear cut and its two 
streams put in a pipe, all for a few houses. We can do better.

Speaking of forests, we are seeing the loss of too many healthy, large can-
opy trees, which provide shade, habitat and clean air. In October, six large 
oaks were cut down on just one lot at the corner of Green and Oakland, 

for example. The tree situation is complicated:  Many of our big trees are 
aging out and some cutting is necessary. To its credit, the city is planting 
hundreds of new trees, including a good number in OWD. But because 
the city is planting year-round and does not have the resources to water 
the young trees in the summer, as many as half of the saplings typically 
die. OWD residents can help by watering street trees near them, saving 
established trees where possible and planting more trees where practical.

The LED street lights continue to bother lots of residents. Some don’t 
like the bright, blue-white light and that trespasses into their yards and 
windows. Some are concerned about the effect on wildlife; some want 
to see the stars. The American Medical Association recommends amber 
street lights in cities, seeing bad health outcomes from too much blue 
light at night. The city has been almost belligerent in their response to 
neighborhood concerns. While crime prevention is often cited as the prime 
reason to have bright lights, mounting research suggests that bright lighting 
can actually increase crime. Anecdotally, I know of several instances of 
thefts that happened right after the new LEDs were installed, including 
to our family.

The neighborhood also needs to make its voice heard better on issues 
of traffic calming and bicycle/pedestrian safety. The association board has 
met more than once with Transportation Department staff. While they talk 
about concepts like “Vision Zero” (a goal of zero pedestrian fatalities) and 
“Twenty is Plenty” (a citywide speed limit of 20 mph), in reality, getting 
actual traffic calming done and pedestrian amenities installed is anything 
but easy. Granted, OWD does have two roundabouts and some four-way 
stops, and city staff have acknowledged that we have a weak system of 

Community News

(continued on page 4)

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Dec. 18–19  Luminaria sale and canned food drive,  
12–5 p.m., Oval Park picnic shelter

Dec. 19  Neighborhood Night of Lights, from dusk until 
the candles burn out (Rain date Dec. 22)

Jan. 3  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Jan. 27  OWDNA Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,  
Zoom link to be announced

Feb. 7  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Mar. 7  WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m.,  
details to be announced
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Community News (continued from page 3)

sidewalks. But progress seems slow. For some reason, speed humps or 
tables are impossibilities, even though Duke recently had them installed 
by East Campus. And neighborhoods paying for their own improvements 
is forbidden, due to legitimate equity concerns, although again Duke was 
allowed to pay for their desired improvements.  “Safe routes to school” is 
a priority, but Brogden and especially Riverside are a mess for walking 
and biking. Other spots that could use improvements include Oakland (no 
sidewalks and lots of traffic), Hillsborough in front of Cocoa Cinnamon 
(speeding traffic only inches from walkers) and Oval Park at Club.

If you are interested in helping the association advocate for affordable 
and compatible housing, tree protection, better lighting and safer streets, 
please let the board know via the website at oldwestdurham.org. Or contact 
me directly at ffbroadwell@gmail.com. And be on the lookout for specific 
opportunities to communicate with officials and developers.

NEIGHBOR STEVE SCHEWEL RETIRES  
AS MAYOR
This month our neighbor Mayor Steve Schewel passes his gavel 
to our newly elected mayor, Elaine O’Neal. Schewel is stepping down after 
two terms as mayor during which he led the city’s campaign for affordable 
housing and its fight against Covid. Schewel has a long record of public 
service. He served on the Durham school board from 2004 to 2008. He 
was elected to the city council in 2011 and held his seat until 2017 when 
he was elected mayor. He is praised for his patient, open and inclusive 
approach to public office. 

The Virginia native came to Durham to attend Duke University where 
he now teaches. He founded the North Carolina Independent newspaper in the 
early 1980s and managed it until 2012. Schewel, his wife Lao Rubert, and 
their family have called Watts-Hillandale home for more than 40 years.  
Thank you, Steve, for your leadership and service.

Steve Schewel is the second Watts-Hillandaler to serve as Durham’s 
mayor. Wade Cavin served as mayor from 1975 to 1979. The Cavins lived 
on Pershing Street.

NEIGHBORS WRITE NEW BOOKS
Old West neighbor Sami Grover’s book, We’re All Climate Hypo-
crites Now: How Embracing Our Limitations Can Unlock the Power of a Movement 
came out in September. In it he outlines what we can do in our own lives to 
minimize our climate impacts. He gently points out that most people who 
profess to be worried about climate change and the environment are guilty 
of hypocritical lapses when it comes to our middle class comforts — flying, 
driving, burgers and electronic gadgets. Along the way, he skewers those 
pointing fingers, especially big corporate polluters who deflect attention onto 
the carbon footprints of ordinary folks. With emphasis on hope and kindness, 
Grover celebrates those who are trying and offers practical pathways for 
concerted and prioritized action so we can start making a difference. We’re All 
Climate Hypocrites Now is available in paperback from New Society Publishers. 

Veteran journalist and Watts-Hillandale neighbor Mark Pinsky is no 
stranger to murder. In a long career he has covered some of the nation’s 
most celebrated and vexatious crimes including the Ted Bundy and Jeffrey 

MacDonald cases. In his new book, Drifting Into Darkness, Pinsky takes a 
deep dive into the brutal murders of Charlotte and Brent Springfield in 
Montgomery, Ala. in 2004. The murder weapon was an ax handle and the 
suspect was the Springfields’ son. Before the case was over two more people 
were dead. Because of Pinsky’s thorough research, investigators invited him 
to help them solve the case. Mark has worked for the Los Angeles Times 
and the Orlando Sentinel. He got to know Durham while he was a student 
at Duke and has returned to make Durham his home. Drifting Into Darkness 
is not Pinsky’s first book exploring a murder case. His He Met Her on the 
Mountain is the gripping story of the 1970 unsolved murder of Vista worker 
Nancy Morgan in the North Carolina mountains. It is available in hardback 
now and will be released in paperback in April 2022. Drifting Into Darkness 
will be coming out in January from New South Books.

Get your copies of these books by your neighbors from the Regulator Book-
shop on Ninth Street. If you walk there, you’ll reduce your carbon footprint.

MORE PLANS FOR POCKET GARDEN
FRED BROADWELL

Progress continues at the new neighborhood pocket garden at 
the corner of Trent and Hillsborough, across from Cocoa Cinnamon. To 
recap: Frank Hyman installed a custom moongate this spring and Artistry 
in Plants (Wendi Gale and crew) installed paths and a low timber wall over 
the summer. In October, volunteers laid down cardboard and shoveled soil 
from the Rock Shop to create the planting beds. The cardboard method is a 
fun way to convert grass to garden beds without having to dig out the turf.

The next step will be to plant shrubs and native flowering plants, taking 
advantage of the cool fall weather. Hopefully, the plants can get somewhat 
established before the heat returns. We also have an offer of handmade 
wooden benches and some artwork. Thanks to all those who have volun-
teered, donated funds and offered plants. And a special thanks to project 
coordinator John Wood, OWDNA board member and landscape archi-
tect. I am certainly looking forward to seeing beautiful plants and lots of 
pollinators buzzing around in 2022!

As an aside, the traffic intersection of Trent and Hillsborough is an in-
creasing concern, due to high speed traffic, lots of peds/bikes and a very 
narrow corridor. Anybody else think it might be nice to ditch the traffic 
light and put in a four-way stop or at least get rid of the turn lanes? If you 
have feedback or are interested in joining a discussion about this topic, 
email me at ffbroadwell@gmail.com.

NEIGHBORS WORK TO PRESERVE TREES
GUY MEILLEUR

Planting trees is a great way to improve our future, but preserving 
trees is an even better way to protect our present AND future quality of life. 
One baby tree provides a few square feet of leaf surface to clean and cool our 
air and water, while a mature tree provides hundreds or thousands of times 
more. So while we propose planting pine and other trees to pull water out 
of the intermittent lake that is south Oval Park, we support the care that 
the city has taken to preserve mature trees in Belmont Park and elsewhere. 

The most urgent canopy preservation is at the westernmost end of WHH 
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Community News (continued from page 3)

at the proposed apartments on La Salle Street. That site is ringed by a 
canopy of mature trees. The eastern border is an allee of 58 pine trees and 
one landmark red oak, all in good condition. The new building’s size and 
appearance would become a much greater concern to neighbors if this living 
buffer no longer screened their view. 

The western border also features mature pines and oaks. Together this 

canopy moderates westerly winds before they impact our neighborhood. 
The parking lot contains other trees that could be dug up and planted in bare 
spots along the buffer, saving money and other resources. A tree survey of 
this site has been donated to the city to emphasize our interest in a healthy 
environment. We thank our neighbors who help plant new trees while 
conserving our current canopy.

HALLOWEEN A HOOT FOR NEIGHBORHOODS
VICKY WELCH,  OWDNA

There was much debate this year over trick-or-treaters. Reasonably so, with Covid and safety still at the forefront. Many of us have grown 
weary as each holiday rolls around, wondering how much more we have to sacrifice and yearning to get back to the “good old days.” Will we ever get 
back or will we continue to create new ways of celebrating old holidays?

Many neighbors gave addresses out where kids could go for their treats and many homes stayed dark so as not to render encouragement. My family 
made a pot of chili and sat outside in the front yard with a small bonfire and bowl of candy. Of course, this is our norm so we were one of the lucky ones. 
We could celebrate like the old days and had the benefit of a few more trick-or-treaters than usual. 

The toddlers are still my favorite so I had to snap a few pictures. Our neighborhood president walked by also and I had to get a picture of Fred and 
his wig. Some kids never grow up and sometimes that is a good thing. I hope one day we will all be able to make the best of our holidays whether new 
or old traditions. Remember, above all else, be thankful for the great community we share. Thanksgiving is right around the corner.

FRED PETERSON,  WHHNA

For decades,  Halloween in Watts Hospital-Hillandale has been an occasion unmatched by any of the big holidays on the calendar. We celebrate 
the holiday season from Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day with more effort, intent, eating, drinking, reverence and celebrations, but an observer 
from space would say Halloween is the most noticeable. Children from all over — our neighborhood and others — converge on WHH and make it a 
special evening for everyone. It indicates a great neighborhood.

My wife Kathy and I were shocked at our first Halloween in the neighborhood in 1989, never imagining that we would run out of candy to give 
to trick-or-treaters. A run to the convenience store then on the corner of Georgia and Hillsborough yielded enough to last maybe another 10 minutes. 
Where do we hide? Do we leave the house? In December, we commonly ask, “Got your shopping done?” In October, you will hear, “Got your candy 
yet?” Neighbors, soon after welcoming newcomers, will ask, “You know about Halloween around here, right?”

Halloween 2019 was the last gathering on Club Boulevard to resemble Mardi Gras in New Orleans or New Year’s Eve in Times Square. We all 
know what happened in 2020. Covid led most children to stay home and almost all homeowners to keep their doors closed. We put up “Please No 
Trick Or Treating” signs on Club. Result: a quiet night. We all thought that 2021 would be back to the usual party.

As Halloween 2021 approached, we still felt cautious. The board asked residents on Club if they planned to welcome trick-or-treaters to their doors. 
We held a video call to facilitate a discussion among residents. The majority said that they were not planning to participate in Halloween. Because of 
this, the board did not feel the need to hire police and put out traffic cones as has been done for several years now.

Signs saying “Trick Or Treating” were again put up along Club. The goal was to discourage trick-or-treating on Club. Due to health concerns, we 
did not want a crowd. And we did not want too many people walking and crossing our streets without proper safety controls. The intent was not to 
prohibit Halloween celebrations and, of course, there is no such enforcement authority. The quandary was how to communicate a message saying “a little 
more Halloween than last year but not nearly as much as usual; not all houses will be giving out candy and no one will be directing traffic.”

Fortunately, this message was communicated via the email list. With a healthy dialogue, neighbors understood that, of course, Halloween can be 
celebrated. The result was that there were trick-or-treaters and homes open for Halloween, but fewer of each. There were costumed children and adults 
on Club but not nearly as many as before and there were more on the other streets, which has been a goal for many years. Residents on Club who chose 
to give out candy were happy to have a good number of children at their doors but not an endless line. Residents everywhere else were happy to have 
more people on their streets. Many neighbors enjoyed walking the neighborhood, made new friends or joined in private celebrations. Afterwards, the 
comments on the neighborhood email list were positive with many saying, “How do we make this happen every Halloween?”

Halloween may return to normal next year leading some to reminisce in future years, “Remember 2020? That had to be the best.” Of course, some 
may welcome the return of our unusual street party. 

How do we make future Halloweens similar to Halloween 2021? Thanks to all of you who posted good ideas and comments by email. We are forming 
a committee to review Halloween in our neighborhood and find ways to duplicate this year’s experience when a larger celebration returns. Contact the 
board at board@whhna.org if you would like to be part of this effort.
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Development Round-up
In the September PARADE, we told you 
that SHO NUFF SEAFOOD  was moving 
from Northgate Mall to the Broad Street space 
next to Joe Van Gogh that formerly was home to 
Palace International. Sho Nuff opened at the end 
of October even while minor cosmetic work was 
still being completed on the interior. Sho Nuff 
is an independent local business. Their seafood 
menu is pretty broad, but they have developed a 
following with their crab legs and fried lobster 
tails. Give them a try.

TAKE 5 OIL CHANGE  is putting up 
a new building next to Arby’s on Hillsborough 
Road. The once-vacant property for many years 
served as a Trosa Christmas tree lot. Take 5 began 
as Pro Oil Change in 1985 in Ontario. Since then, 
the business claims to be the fasting growing lube 
business in the country with more than 600 stores 
across North America. While Take 5 is not new 
to the Triangle, it is new to Durham. The chain is 
opening a second location on North Duke Street 
at the same time. The Hillsborough Road build-
ing will include three auto bays in approximately 
1,700 square feet of space. Unlike other auto lube 
places, Take 5 is a drive-thru service. 

Where Ninth Street crosses Knox, MONUTS 
has filed for a permit to squeeze an 860-square-
foot deck onto their building. If Covid persists, 
the outdoor seating will be welcome. Since the 
pandemic shut-down, the popular Monuts has 
done business primarily on a take-out basis. 

Further south on Ninth in the heart of the main 
business block, the situation is a little bleak. Mer-
chants there do not remember a time when so 
many storefronts stood empty. A partial list in-
cludes the Fields Laundromat and the “9” store-
front next door, the former Metro 8 Steakhouse 
location (Metro 8 has moved to Broad Street) 
and the former Del Rancho Mexican Grill & 
Bar space. Several of these buildings have “for 
lease” signs in their windows. There are signs 
in the windows of the Couch building offering 
retail and office spaces. The historic Art Moderne 
Andrews building at 706 Ninth St. recently got 
a thorough rehab after sitting empty for a long 
time (it’s the former home to Francesca’s to you 
old-timers). A new Starbucks pick-up place occu-

pies part of the street-level frontage of the build-
ing, but the rest of the street-level space — nearly 
1,800 square feet — is available. Another 7,000 
sq. ft. is available on the second floor and in the 
basement. The space where Zola Craft gallery 
used to be, above Bruegger’s in the Old Fidelity 
Bank building, is also empty. 

Across Ninth Street, in the Shops at Erwin 
Mill, the space that was once the Duck Shop 
is vacant, and a little further down in the same 
building, the SALON DEL SOL has closed 
permanently making another retail suite available. 
It is unknown whether the site’s managers have 
new tenants lined up for these spaces.

Ninth Street becomes Erwin Road on the oth-
er side of the railroad bridge. There the restaurant 
space at the bottom of the Blue Light apartment 
building is still looking for a tenant. Around the 
corner on Broad Street in the Bull City market 
shopping center where Whole Foods lives,  
SUPER CUTS  has closed permanently. 

It would be easy to attribute so much vacant 
commercial space to Covid. But surely it is more 
complicated than that. West Durham has long 
been a haven for local independent businesses. 
Their presence here has long adorned and enriched 
our lives. But it was tough for such businesses be-
fore Covid. Also, Ninth Street has been changing 
from local shops to national chains for more than a 
decade. Is the change inevitable? It’s up to each of 
us where we shop. We have a role to play.

Water Main Project Gets Closer
DOT DOYLE

At the WHH annual meeting on Oct. 14, we 
heard a report from Beth Steffens from Dewberry 
Engineering and Lisa Mitchell, principle engineer 
with the Durham Water Management Depart-
ment, regarding progress on the water main and 
sewer lines rehabilitation that is coming soon to 
our neighborhood. We heard a similar presen-
tation at the annual meetings in 2018 and 2019. 
We finally seem to be getting close to this project 
becoming a reality. 

The project will include replacing or reha-
bilitating 1,200 linear feet of water mains along 
Club Boulevard, Ninth Street, Carolina Avenue, 
Oakland Avenue, Oval Drive and Englewood 

Avenue. Some of the existing sanitary sewer and 
storm water sewers will also be replaced or reha-
bilitated. Most of these lines and water mains are 
over 100 years old and badly in need of repair. A 
map of affected blocks can be found in presenta-
tion slides at bit.ly/2021watermainpresentation. 

The project will rehabilitate sanitary sewers 
and replace storm water pipes in a few places. 
The existing sanitary sewer is terra cotta and will 
be replaced with ductile iron pipe. This project 
will also include work on up to 60 curb cuts on 
the streets identified. In some places there will be 
a temporary need to access properties, but own-
ers will be notified if and when this is the case. 

While city staff had hoped that this project 
could be completed with trenchless digging, it 
seems now that Club and other affected streets 
will be dug up to complete the project. They plan 
to close one block at a time and reroute traffic to 
side streets for that block. 

The permitting process will take place in early 
2022 and actual construction will begin in late 
2022 or early 2023. It will take about 18 months 
to complete the project.

Of interest to a number of people at the meet-
ing was the repair of the sanitary sewer line on 
the south side of Oval Park. The park will remain 
open during the work; however, sections of the 
park on the south side will be closed temporarily 
as some sanitary sewer infrastructure is replaced. 
Staff intend to keep the park open for residents 
as much as possible. 

We thank both Steffens and Mitchell for keep-
ing us updated on this important project. The pre-
sentation slides can be found at www.whhna.org/
watts-happening/events/annual-meeting/. Neigh-
bors are encouraged to visit durhamwaterprojects.
org for more information and updates.

Lots Subdivided for New Homes
Two neighborhood properties have been 
subdivided by developers to make way for new 
homes. One is at the end of the Pershing stub 
west of Virginia Avenue. Revision Developers 
out of Roxboro has acquired the property on the 
north side of Pershing and has reconfigured the 
old property lines to create two pie-shaped lots 
with access to the stub end of the street.

The Heart of the
VISIT WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE ON THE WEB AT WWW.WHHNA.ORG

The Heart of the
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Neighborhood
When the lots on Pershing Street were first 

platted about 100 years ago, the surveyor laid out 
lots on both sides of what became the 2300 block 
between Virginia and Alabama Avenues. This 
proved impractical for development because of 
a deep gulley and steep slopes. Only one house 
was built on the north side of the street. Today 
there are still only two on the stub.

When Dr. Barbara Newborg owned the 
property on Pershing west of Virginia Avenue, 
she and Harry Jenkins, former superintendent of 
the Sarah P. Duke Gardens, created a wonderful 
woodland garden on the slopes of the gulley. Dr. 
Newborg lived on Virginia Avenue on the west 
side of the garden and Jenkins lived on Pershing 
on the east side. After Dr. Newborg passed away 
in 2016, Jenkins continued to care for the garden 
until the property was sold.

To prepare the new lots for building, the de-
velopers have piped the gulley and regraded the 
property. Neighbors mourn the loss of the garden, 
but look forward to new neighbors.

At the end of October, Cliff Credle Engineer-
ing applied to subdivide the corner lot at 1300 
Virginia Ave. into three small lots. Small lots 
are now allowed under the Expanding Housing 
Choices initiative adopted by city council in 2019. 
From the survey submitted with the application, 
it appears that Credle’s client is West & Wood-
all Development, a Durham company. The lot is 
owned by Koehler Investments of Greensboro.

A small residential lot in the urban tier can 
be as small as 25 feet wide on the street and 
2,000 square feet in total. A house on a small 
lot cannot contain more than 1,200 square feet 
of living area, occupy a building footprint larger 
than 800 square feet, or exceed 25' in height. 
The Virginia Avenue property is 100' x 125' 
and contains a total of 12,497 square feet. The 
application indicates that the property will be 
divided into two lots of roughly 2,240 square 
feet facing Woodrow Street and an 8,000 square 
foot, L-shaped lot fronting on Virginia Avenue. 
This arrangement suggests that the larger parcel 
may be further divided in the future.

The existing modest Tudor revival brick cot-
tage on the property was built in 1938–39 for 
B. William and Susie Spencer. More recently 
the house was the home of Norma Lester, who 
worked at Duke Hospital for more than 40 years. 

She passed away a year ago. The subdivision per-
mit is marked “on hold” in city records at the time 
of this writing, but assuming it is approved, the 
existing house will probably be demolished to 
make way for three or more new houses.

NCSSM to Begin Needed Updates
DOT DOYLE

In February,  the North Carolina School of 
Science and Mathematics (NCSSM) announced a 
record $7.5 million donation from an anonymous 
alum to renovate all of the dormitories on campus 
and build an academic commons. Chancellor Todd 
Roberts shared information about the construc-
tion and renovation projects at the WHHNA 
annual meeting in October. Of course, projects 
of this magnitude cost more than $7.5 million; 
as a matter of fact it is expected that an addition-
al $4.5 million will be needed to renovate the 
dorms. An additional million dollars has already 
been raised by private donors since February and 
the school anticipates additional funding when the 
legislature passes the biennial budget.

The school has 348 dormitory rooms for its 
680 students. The majority of the rooms are dou-
ble residence, but some are singles and triples. 
The original goal was to renovate the dorms 
during the summers so that there would be no 
disruption during the academic year. The school 
recently learned from the architects that it would 
take an extraordinarily long period of time to 
complete the project working only in the sum-
mers, tripling or quadrupling the time frame from 
its current planned period from summer 2022 
through spring 2026.

Knowing that construction will occur during 
the school year may cause you to ask where the stu-
dents will live while this work is being done. The 
school cannot reduce the size of its student popula-
tion during the renovation, so they will have to live 
somewhere other than their dormitory. The plan 
is to install modular units on the baseball field at 
the corner of Maryland Avenue and Sprunt Street. 
In his presentation, Todd called the modified ball 
field “Unicorn Acres.” (The school mascot is the 
unicorn — unicorns were a thing in 1980 when 
the school opened and it was the first school of its 
type, so it was UNIque.) 

One dorm at a time will be closed and up to 
140 students will live in the modular units. This 
summer, work will begin on Hill House, so those 
students will live in Unicorn Acres for the fall 
semester and return to their dorm after winter 
break. Then in the spring of 2023 another dorm 
will vacate and the students will live in Unicorn 
Acres while their dorm is renovated in the spring 
and summer of 2023. 

Roberts assured us that he anticipates minimal 
disruption, but he plans to meet with neighbors 
on Maryland, the 2000 blocks of Woodrow, Wil-
son, Pershing and Sprunt and well as residents 
of Sprunt across from the school and residents 
on Pennsylvania and Delaware. A date for that 
meeting has not been set at the time of this writ-
ing. Roberts anticipated that some buffering will 
have to be provided along Maryland and Sprunt 
so that the modular units don’t create an eyesore.

At the annual meeting questions were raised 
about construction traffic. Roberts compared 
it to traffic that occurred a couple of years ago 
when the Physics Department area was reno-
vated. Construction workers will be asked to 
park in the lot at the front of the building rather 
than on Maryland or the side streets. Neighbors 
also asked about lighting. Roberts said that 
there would have to be some lighting outside 
the modular units for safety purposes, but he is 
aware that lighting should not spill over into the 
neighborhood. 

The project, while disruptive to students 
and staff, is an exciting and needed upgrade to 
all facilities. Recall that most of the dormitory 
rooms are repurposed hospital rooms from Watts 
Hospital. Hill House was built in 1911 and all of 
the other former-hospital-turned-student-dorms 
were built between 1911 and 1954. The large 
dorm named for Jim Hunt was opened in the late 
80s. Minor repairs and occasional painting is not 
sufficient to maintain appropriate housing for the 
students. We appreciate that Roberts approached 
us and has assured us that he will continue to par-
ticularly engage nearby neighbors as more details 
are available.

The presentation from the annual meeting can 
be found at bit.ly/3nKZBT7; a news release about 
the project can be found at bit.ly/3GEEFWp. 

Dot Doyle is a retired math teacher from NCSSM.

NOTABLE  
HAPPENINGS  
IN OUR NECK OF  
THE WOODSNeighborhood

VISIT OLD WEST DURHAM ON THE WEB AT WWW.OLDWESTDURHAM.ORG
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Watts - Hillandale’s  Night of Lights tradition started in 1985. It was the brainchild of then neighborhood associa-
tion treasurer, Caron Mayo, who would be quick to point out that the Night of Lights idea didn’t start in Watts-Hillandale. 
Luminaria, the little lanterns made of bags sand, and candles originated in Mexico and spread through the U.S. in the 1970s. 
In Durham, Trinity Park and Duke Park had already begun celebrating the holidays with luminaria by the mid-1980s. 

On our side of town, the Durham Women’s Club had circled the reservoir with lanterns made of milk jugs for years.  
They also decorated a huge evergreen tree that stood at the north end of the lake. The effect of lights reflected on the 
water was spectacular. Mayo’s idea was to expand the Women’s Club display throughout Watts-Hillandale. It would 
be an exercise in community building for the new neighborhood association and raise a little money. But mostly, it would 
be fun and beautiful.

The first thing to do was to coordinate with the Women’s Club. Mayo learned that the club always put lights around 
the reservoir on the first Sunday after Dec. 14. This became the “Women’s Club Rule” and we have followed it ever 
since. In the newsletter she explained the event and asked for 100% participation to get the maximum effect. 
Mayo urged everyone to buy as many “luminaries” as we used to call them, as they wanted, but at least two. 
Reminder signs, handwritten with magic markers on paper plates, were stapled to telephone poles all 
over the neighborhood.

That first year we sold around 1,000 lights. We sold the kits out of Mayo’s Wilson Street basement. 
The number of luminaria per house was relatively small, but the distribution was gratifying. Neighbors 
were excited and everyone turned out to walk and see the lights. A tradition was begun.

The next year the neighborhood association decided that the event could be used to gather donations 
of canned goods for the Community Kitchen, a charity feeding the homeless out of the parish house at 
St. Philip’s Church downtown. We put out “GIVE CANNED GOODS” signs made with magic 
markers on the back of used political posters. People really embraced the idea. Neighbors brought their 
food donations when they came to get their bags, candles, and sand. Mayo’s volunteers asked them to 
renew their memberships while they were at it and to put their leftover cash in the donations jar. That 
year, sales hit about 2,000 and the donated canned goods filled the Millers’ guest bedroom.

In succeeding years, Mayo’s basement could no longer handle the traffic so the operation was 
moved to Oval Park. The event grew and grew. Luminaria sales increased to the point that today 
we sell between 5,000 to 6,000 each year. In time, the Community Kitchen was folded into 
the Urban Ministries of Durham and became the Community Café. They still serve thousands 
of hot meals to Durham neighbors in need and they still need our help. Our food gifts have 
remained steady, but our cash gifts have risen to more than $5,000 each year. Along the way 
there have been angel donors. Dr. Kempner used to pull up in his ancient black limo, roll down 
the window and ask how much we had collected so far. When he got the answer, he would give 
that much, doubling the take. Dr. Newborg played the angel’s role after Dr. Kempner passed. 
For several years, Amy Tornquist, owner of the much-missed Watts Grocery restaurant on Broad 
Street, hosted benefits to boost our totals. In recent years Steve Couch of Couch Oil Company 
has made lovely matching gifts driving our total to an all-time high of over $8,400 in 2016. 

Our Night of Lights has promoted other good causes along the way. In the early years, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving tied red ribbons on car antennas. Later, Clean Energy Durham, led by 
neighbor Judy Kinkaid, handed out compact fluorescent bulbs.

Other neighborhoods all over town were also having their own Night of Lights celebra-
tions and through the InterNeighborhood Council, the events were coordinated more or less, 
using the Women’s Club Rule — even after the Woman’s Club stopped putting its own lights 
around the reservoir.

Volunteering for the Night of Lights here is a lot of fun. On Saturday and Sunday before 
the event, the picnic shelter in the park is full of neighbors exchanging news and holiday greet-
ings while counting bags, dipping sand, renewing memberships and stuffing the donations jar. 
Neighbors bring holiday cookies and hot chocolate to share. As the light fades on Sunday, the 
last-minute panic buyers show up. Supplies are low and improvisation starts. One year, event 
coordinator Mike Shiflett dispensed bird seed when the sand ran out!

Our event is still free-form. Everyone buys as many or as few luminaria as they like and 

How Night of Lights Began

(continued on page 12)
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OLD WEST DURHAM  
ELECTS MEMBERS 
VICKY WELCH

The Old West Durham Neighborhood 
Association welcomed two new members to its 
board at the annual meeting on Oct. 28 and reviewed 
topics of interest to the neighborhood. 

Incumbents Emmet Furlong, John Wood, Charles 
Kacir, David Eklund, Vicky Welch, Fred Broadwell, 
Beth Plonk and Beth Dray were also elected at the an-
nual meeting to continue on the board in 2022. William 
“Bill” Ronald Williams and Sarah Ross Dickson joined 
as new members.

Williams lives on Iredell Street. The retired Durham 
Public Schools technology teacher works for American 
Airlines customer service and plans to start a network-
ing program at Durham Technical Community College 
this spring. He has two sons, a daughter, two grand-
daughters and a grandson. Williams loves Old West 
Durham, Broadway shows, museums, college football 
and fishing. 

Dickson lives on Hale Street and moved here in 
March. She has been in the Durham area for nearly five 
years but is “excited to have found a neighborhood that 
feels like home in OWD.” She works in development 
for UNC-Chapel Hill. You can find her taking long 
walks with friends through the neighborhood or at 
Monuts at least once a week. Officers will be chosen 
at the next board meeting at 7 p.m. on Jan. 27. 

During the annual meeting, John Tallmadge of Bike 
Durham gave a presentation on projects the organiza-
tion has completed or are underway and plans for safer 
biking routes going forward. There are many events and 
volunteer opportunities during the year to get involved 
with. For more information go to bikedurham.org.

Speakers also recapped accomplishments for the 
year. Old West’s first successful Night of Lights was a 
great fundraiser for the neighborhood, the initiation of 
pocket park on the corner of Hillsborough and Trent had 
a successful GoFundMe fundraiser (see story on p. 4),  
and we have a new and improved website design at  
oldwestdurham.org. We also discussed work done with 
the city on the new street lights and toning down the 
brightness. This still continues to be an issue, but some 
lights have been remedied. The meeting also covered 
the neighborhood protection overlay standards for new 
residential development. The neighborhood seems to 
have less tear downs and houses seem to be conforming 
with the standards. Read more about these issues on p. 3.

Neighborhood Annual Meetings
WHH HIGHLIGHTS YEAR AT ANNUAL MEETING 
DOT DOYLE

On Oct.  14, about 50 neighbors attended the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neigh-
borhood Association annual meeting via Zoom to hear updates on activities in the neigh-
borhood, on city plans to rehabilitate water mains, storm water and sanitary sewer line on 
streets in WHH and OWD (see story on p. 6); and on upcoming construction at NCSSM 
(see story on p. 7). A slate of 13 board members, including three new members, was voted 
on and approved for the 2020-2021 year. The set of slides shared during the meeting can 
be found on the neighborhood website at whhna.org.

Megan Pattenhouse and Ruben Gonzalez shared plans for this year’s Night of Lights 
and donations to the community café at Urban Ministries. More details can be found in 
this newsletter and on the neighborhood website and email list. Special thanks was given 
to members of the Watts-Hillandale Mutual Aid for organizing the event in 2020. Also, 
Treasurer Jennifer Wood updated us on the status of the neighborhood’s finances and Chris 
Moyer and Kevin Crofton talked about our efforts to ensure the maintenance of our parks 
through monthly park clean ups and new plantings in Oval Park to mitigate erosion and 
improve the appearance of the park.

Among changes to the board, member Fred Peterson moved into the role of president and 
former President Dot Doyle is now vice president. Kevin Crofton remains as secretary and 
Jennifer Wood remains treasurer. Chris Flannagan, Rubén Gonzalez, Jamie Gruener, Tom 
Miller, Christopher Moyer and Perry Whitted continue to serve as directors.

Julie Mancuso Craig, Carolyn Hodes and Terri Koch joined as new members of the board. 
Craig worked for more than a decade in Washington, D.C. in international development 
with a focus on Africa. She works for Duke and carries a unique duality of love for both 
Duke and her alma mater, UNC. She and husband Ziggy purchased their first home together 
here in Watts-Hillandale three years ago. Their daughter began kindergarten at E.K. Powe 
this year; not only do they have a commitment to the local public schools, but also to the 
neighborhoods and people that fill them.

Hodes is a freelance pastry chef trained in French patisserie and specializes in custom cakes. 
She and her husband Eben Lehman, a Durham native and archivist at the Forest History 
Society, live with her 14-year-old stepdaughter Abbie and 3-year-old daughter Amalia. A 
Chicago native, Hodes served as a non-commissioned officer in the Israeli Defense Force 
in a field intelligence unit and later studied archaeology at Tel Aviv University. She loves 
hiking along the Eno, attending local children’s soccer, and exploring the rich culture of 
Durham, the adopted city she adores.

Koch and her husband, George, very recently moved back to Durham after a six year 
stay in Cleveland, preceded by 16 years on Woodrow Street. During her earlier time in 
Durham, Koch served on the WHHNA board for a term and organized the distribution of 
the neighborhood newsletter for a number of years. They were fortunate to find a house in 
WHH and are thrilled to be back in the neighborhood they love. Koch is looking forward to 
contributing her time and energy to the neighborhood in particular, and Durham as a whole.

We would like to thank the board members who rotated off. We appreciate the contri-
butions of Heather Gudac, who served as vice president and organizer of Night of Lights, 
and Kokou Nayo and Megan Pattenhouse for their thoughtful service. 

Despite the fact that the meeting was held virtually rather than our usual in-person 
meeting, we kept up the tradition of having door prizes. Special thanks to Tom Miller for 
providing gift certificates to the Regulator Book store and Vaguely Reminiscent, WHHNA 
T-shirts and other prizes too wonderful to mention here. All the winners were particularly 
glad they came to the meeting!
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Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE  
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG  
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. 

Please support them as they support us. 

900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701 
919-682-8978   -   mavsbbq.com

CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 
CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 

P E G G Y  J A M E S ,  C P A

A C C O U N T I N G  F O R  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S E S ,
N O N P R O F I T S ,  A N D  F R E E L A N C E R S

919-238-9074

info@peggyjamescpa.com

www.peggyjamescpa.com

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu
Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 

Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alterations

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY *
Serving the Triangle since 1990
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!

BBaalllleett  ••  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ••  JJaazzzz
MMooddeerrnn  ••  TTaapp  ••  HHiipp--HHoopp  

BBrrooaaddwwaayy  ••  BBoollllyywwoooodd
BBeellllyy  DDaannccee  ••  SSaallssaa

SSttrreettcchh  ••  PPiillaatteess  ••  CCaarrddiioo
KKiiddss’’  ccllaasssseess  &&  MMoorree!!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

 

We partner with our clients to 
enhance and celebrate the  

human-animal bond. 
 

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 

Betsy Williams, DVM 

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD 
  

 

 
Offering acupuncture, therapeutic laser, and 

advanced dentistry services.  

Educating and empowering pet owners.  
 

 

 

 

919-383-5578 
www.westsideanimal.com 

 

New Pet Offer: 
$40 off first healthy-pet visit  

& one month FREE  
pet health insurance 

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

Chris Moyer
561.632.7316

Chris@InhabitTheTriangle.com
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benbaker2@msn.com

HISTORIC TREE CARE 
 

Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal 
Preservation, Surgery  

Training, Reports, Testimony  
 

FREE consulting:  Send images to  
historictreecare@gmail.com 

SEE  www.historictreecare.com 
 

FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook… 
919-906-0465 

 
                                                                                                         All We are Saying:  

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284                                                Give Trees a Chance! 
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care                                            

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.

How Night of Lights Began 
(continued from page 8)

dress their homes with them as they choose. Some blocks 
throw in together for a uniform display. Others prefer an 
individual approach. Everyone is quick to share a few lights 
when neighbors forget or are away. At dusk, neighbors 
help each other adjust bags and light candles. When the 
sun has fully set, the neighborhood is aglow, peaceful, and 
beautiful. Groups of neighbors walk. There are parties 
and open houses. Sometimes there are carolers. Once or 
twice it has snowed.

Last year, when rising Covid numbers made the cus-
tomary method of sales impossible, the neighborhood’s 
Mutual Aid leaders, Camille Warren, Satsuki Scoville and 
Asa Egger, took luminaria orders remotely and delivered 
kits to customers. The proceeds of those sales went to help 
neighbors in need during the pandemic.

We have been fortunate to have had a succession of 
dedicated and creative coordinators of our Night of Lights 
through the years including Caron Mayo, Mark Straubel, 
Albert and Nancy Dailey, Mike and Jill Shiflett, Dean and 
Kay Michaels, and Heather and Alex Gudac. This year, our 
new chair is neighbor Megan Pattenhouse. To Pattenhouse, 
her predecessors and to dozens of cheerful volunteers we 
say thank you for our beloved Night of Lights tradition.


