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“There are three things I’ve learned never to discuss with people: religion, politics, and the Great Pumpkin.” — Linus Van Pelt

WHH Annual Meeting Will be Oct. 14

OLD WEST DURHAM ELECTIONS ON OCT. 28

D OT D OY L E

V I C K Y W E LC H

The Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neigh-

The Old West Durham Neighborhood Association’s annual elections will be held during

borhood Association will hold its annual meeting
via Zoom on Tuesday, Oct. 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
A link to access the meeting will be posted on the
homepage of the neighborhood website, whhna.org,
by Oct. 12.
The meeting will include a review of past and
future neighborhood events, a brief financial review
of the neighborhood association and an opportunity
to vote on a new slate of WHHNA board member
candidates for the coming year. Our bylaws require
40 dues-paying members of the association so that
we can conduct business such as voting for a Board of
Directors. Each person living in a residence within
the boundaries of Watts-Hillandale is eligible to
become a member.
Historically, we collect membership dues at the
door when neighbors come to the meeting. This year,
we encourage you to join the association (for just $6)
prior to the meeting. You can use the membership
form in this newsletter and mail a check, or you can
use the PayPal link and form found at the website
whhna.org.
Some other topics likely to be on the meeting
agenda include updates on the hotel development
project on Hillsborough Road near the Hillandale
ramp and the proposed rezoning of the parking lot
and mostly vacant building behind the Sheetz on
Hillsborough Road into an apartment building. Also
we hope to have updates on how we are handling
Halloween and Night of Lights this year. The full
agenda will be posted on the neighborhood email list
and on the WHHNA website several days prior to
the meeting. All Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighbors are invited and encouraged to attend this virtual
meeting. We hope to see you on Oct. 14.

the fall board meeting on Thursday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. The meeting will be held via Zoom due
to Covid concerns. Elections will be the first thing on the agenda and we will have a slate of
prospective board members that will be presented for consideration. All Old West Durham
residents who attend may vote on the slate and we encourage you to attend to vote and stay for
the rest of the meeting if interested.
If you would like to attend the Zoom meeting, please watch the OWDNA email list during
the month of October for the invitation. If you are not on the mailing list, you may join by visiting
our website at oldwestdurham.org. The OWDNA Board meets quarterly and we are always
looking for new faces and ideas. If you would like to join the board or provide feedback, you can
find links to contact the board on the website at oldwestdurham.org or you can email us directly
at OWDNA-Board@googlegroups.com.

APARTMENTS IN THE WORKS FOR LASALLE ST.
EARLY PLANS INCLUDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
D OT D OY L E

In early July , some neighbors living on Sprunt Street near LaSalle Street learned that plans
are underway to rezone and replace the former Best Products building and its parking lot with
apartments. These neighbors worked with a few members of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale
Association board and we arranged to meet with the developers to learn of their plans. This
meeting occurred in early August and included Dan Jewell of Coulter Jewell Thames and Owen
Burkard of Trinsic Residential Group.
The property under consideration contains 6.5 acres and was originally developed to be the
home of the 1970s discount retailer Best Products. The Best store closed long ago. In more recent
years the property has been used as a park-and-ride lot for Duke employees. It is currently zoned
Industrial Light (IL) with a range of permitted uses including light manufacturing, warehousing,
distribution and wholesaling activities and offices. Under IL, however, residences are not permitted. The developers are seeking to have the property rezoned to RU-M, Residential Urban
Multi-Family. While some other high-density housing types are permitted in this zoning, the
developers plan to build apartments on this site.
The early plans are for about 410–420 units on the property with about 80 of those priced as
affordable housing. These would likely be at 60% of area median income level. The development
would include a parking deck at the center of the apartments. To accommodate that many units
on 6.5 acres, the buildings would likely be five stories tall.
(continued on page 12)
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Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
KATE MEDLEY and her husband, WILL FUNK, moved from their longtime home on West
Club to a new home a few blocks west at 1310 Alabama Ave. They have spent the last year remodeling
the Alabama house and are delighted to begin a new chapter in the neighborhood. “Speaking of new
chapters, we welcomed LEWIS RUSSILLO FUNK MEDLEY on the Fourth of July,” Medley
adds. “His big sister RUTH (2.5 years old) is over the moon.”

2020–2021 NEIGHBORHOOD
OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
OLD WEST DURHAM
PRESIDENT:
Fred Broadwell

ffbroadwell@gmail.com

TREASURER:
Beth Dray

elidray@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS:
David Eklund

deklund@gmail.com

Emmet Furlong

emmetfurlong@yahoo.com

EMILIE BARKER bought the house at 1808 Sunset Ave. in December 2020. She is 29 years
old and works as a real estate agent with Hodge & Kittrell Sotheby’s International Realty. Emilie
grew up in Greensboro, graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill, and lived in Breckenridge, Colo. from
2014-2020. “Due to the pandemic and lock down, I haven’t had many opportunities to meet new
neighbors except for those I’ve met on a walk or through the listserv,” Emilie says. Neighbors should
be sure to say hello the next time they see her.

Charles Kacir

LEXI CALDWELL and MORGAN PARKER recently moved to 2025 Pershing St. with
their beloved mutt DUCKIE. Lexi is a science teacher in Durham Public Schools and Morgan is
an immunology Ph.D. student. They are grateful to have met so many welcoming neighbors and look
forward to connecting with the Watts-Hillandale community.

WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE

“Hello again to all our old friends!” say GEORGE and TERRI KOCH. They lived on Woodrow
from 1998–2015, but then moved to Cleveland to help care for Terri’s aging parents. “We had every
intention of staying in Cleveland, but after my parents passed (at 91 and 92), we started hearing the
siren song of Durham and decided to follow our hearts back to the neighborhood we loved,” she said.
With the help of old friends and a great Realtor (they gave a shout out to Leslie Page), they found a
house on Albany and will soon be happily ensconced in Watts-Hillandale again.
MEGAN and ROB MCKINNIE moved to 2012 W. Knox St. this summer after spending a
year living downtown. “Between the two of us, we’ve lived in six different states but love North
Carolina the most and are so excited to finally call Durham our official home,” Megan says. Megan
works in clinical research in Orthopedic Surgery at Duke and likes bike rides, ice cream and being
warm. Rob runs his own advertising agency and likes paddle boarding, golf and grilling out with a
tall, cold beer. “We feel so welcome in the neighborhood already and can’t wait to meet more of our
neighbors soon, so stop by, say hi, tell us a joke, and yes, we’d love to meet your dog.”

Obituaries
NEIGHBORHOOD MOURNS LOSSES
Virginia Avenue neighbor NORMA LESTER died on Dec. 17. She was 86 years old. Norma grew
up in Valdese in the North Carolina mountains. Her connection with the neighborhood began in
1955 when she obtained her hospital lab technician’s certificate at Watts Hospital. Norma worked
at Duke Hospital for more than 42 years. She lived in Old West Durham for a time in the 1960s before settling down on Virginia Avenue in Watts-Hillandale. In retirement, Norma divided her time
between her Durham home and the Connelly Springs community in Burke County. Although Norma
never married and had no children, she left behind a wide circle of friends from the neighborhood,
(continued on page 7)
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Chelsie Mitchell
Beth Plonk
Vicky Welch
John Wood

PRESIDENT:
Dot Doyle
919-286-3306
2311 Woodrow St.
TREASURER:
Jennifer Wood
919-597-8027
2400 Tampa Ave.
DIRECTORS:
Kevin Crofton
2311 Wilson St.

charleskacir@gmail.com
chelsiemitchell@outlook.com
bewellnownc@gmail.com
vickyw1961@gmail.com
johnw@clinedesignassoc.com

dot.doyle@whhna.org

jennifer.wood@whhna.org

kevin.crofton@whhna.org

Chris Flannagan
1404 Oakland Ave.

chris.flannagan@whhna.org

Rubén Gonzalez
919-699-0991

ruben.gonzalez@whhna.org

Jamie Gruener
919-624-9760
2410 W. Club Blvd.
Tom Miller
919-599-7618
1110 Virginia Ave.
Kokou Nayo
773-316-1466

jamie.gruener@whhna.org

tom.miller@whhna.org

kokou.nayo@whhna.org

Christopher Moyer christopher.moyer@whhna.org
561-632-7316
1702 Meeting St.
Megan Pattenhouse megan.pattenhouse@whhna.org
1428 Pennsylvania Ave.
Fred Peterson
2321 W. Club Blvd.

fred.peterson@whhna.org

Perry Whitted
919-323-7523
1705 Maryland Ave.

perry.whitted@whhna.org
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Community News
HALLOWEEN DISCUSSIONS UNDERWAY
D OT D OY L E

At the time of this writing in early September, it once again
seemed that Covid was going to make it difficult for Watts-Hillandale to
host the usual throngs of trick-or-treaters on Halloween. At the August
Board of Directors meeting, WHHNA board members began to discuss
the challenges of Halloween in the midst of the continuing pandemic. All
expressed concern that the usual distribution of treats might not be safe for
our residents or the potential trick-or-treaters who crowd the sidewalks
of Club Boulevard.
In mid-September, a couple of board members offered a Zoom meeting to get feedback from neighbors who live on Club Boulevard between
9th Street and Georgia Avenue. Information from that meeting as well as
guidance from officials in Durham and the state will be used by the board
to make a recommendation to residents of Club Boulevard. At the time
of this writing, no plans were finalized. Please check the neighborhood
association’s website at www.whhna.org and the neighborhood email list
for more information. Additional information also will be shared at the
neighborhood annual meeting on Oct. 14.

GET YOUR PUMPKINS AT ST. LUKE’S
Our neighbors at St. Luke’s Church on Hillandale Road

Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Oct. 2

 eighborhood park cleanup, details at
N
dprvolunteers.ivolunteer.com/event_whhna_2021

Oct. 7

First Thursday food trucks, 5 p.m. at Oval Park

Oct. 14

 HH Annual Board Meeting, 7–8:30 p.m.,
W
Zoom link to be shared on whhna.org

Oct. 28

 WD Annual Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
O
Zoom link to be shared on listserv

Nov. 1

 HH Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
W
details to be announced

Nov. 6

 eighborhood park cleanup, details at
N
dprvolunteers.ivolunteer.com/event_whhna_2021

Dec. 5

 eighborhood park cleanup, details at
N
dprvolunteers.ivolunteer.com/event_whhna_2021

Dec. 6	WHH Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
details to be announced

will sell Halloween pumpkins and gourds from Oct. 2 through Oct. 31 – or
until the supply runs out. Proceeds from the sale will help fund the church’s
outreach and other programs. St. Luke’s deserves a shout out for giving more
than $20,000 in direct aid to people in need since the pandemic began.
The St. Luke’s Pumpkin Patch will be open from 1 until 7 p.m., Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. on Saturdays, and from noon until 7
p.m. on Sundays all through October.

rehabilitated and its grounds redeveloped.
The tour is scheduled for Oct. 16 and 17 from noon until 4 p.m. each
day. Visit Preservation Durham’s website at preservationdurham.org for
tickets and more information about the tour.

HISTORIC HOME TOUR IN OCT.

ARTWALK CANCELED FOR 2021

In October, Preservation Durham will host a tour of historic

The Watts - Hillandale and Old West Durham Artwalk

homes in the Tudor revival style. These houses, with their half-timbering,
decorative chimneys and steep gables, were all the rage in the United States
after the First World War. The newly wealthy looked to an idealized version of the English “stately home” as a model for their modern lifestyle, but
Tudor revival was not only for the rich. It could also be cozy, and architects obliged middle-class clients with cottages and bungalows sporting
half-timbering and chimney pots.
Examples of Tudor revival can be found in every neighborhood. Preservation Durham’s tour will include examples of Tudor houses from the 1920s
and the later period, with work by prominent Durham architects Rose and
Rose, George Watts Carr, and George Hackney on display.
Tour-goers will get to see “Pinecrest,” the house Forest Hills developer
James Cobb had built for himself in 1928 before it became the home of
philanthropist Mary Duke Biddle. The tour will offer a wonderful opportunity to see the house in its “before” condition. The house is soon to be
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was scheduled to return on Nov. 7 for its 18th year, but the realities of
Covid have made it too risky for crowds to view artwork in area homes. The
WHHNA looks forward to bringing Artwalk back to the neighborhood
in 2022. We miss seeing the amazing creative endeavors of our neighbors.
Thanks to artist and neighbor Galia Goodman for starting this wonderful
tradition and organizing it over the years.

PARK CLEANUPS CONTINUE
Saturday cleanups at our neighborhood’s four parks will continue
this fall on Oct. 2, Nov. 6, and Dec. 5 from 10 to 11 a.m. Volunteers are
needed to pick up trash and help keep our parks clean and safe. On occasion they participate in special projects like weeding, debris removal or
(continued on page 8)
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Development Roundup
Let’s begin this time on Broad Street.

After a renovation taking many months, METRO 8 STEAKHOUSE is now open in its new
location in the 1950s-era Colonial Stores building
at 1116 Broad. Metro 8 first opened in the middle
of Ninth Street more than 15 years ago. Taking
advantage of the Covid business slow-down in
2020, chef-owner Francisco Pirillo decided to
move his restaurant to new digs on Broad where
there is ample customer parking. Metro 8 adds a
casual fine dining experience to Broad’s ensemble of eateries. The still new Loop restaurant
occupies the other end of the same building.
Just a little further south along the street, SHO
NUFF SEAFOOD has announced that it will
soon move into the space that was for a number
of years the Palace International restaurant. Sho
Nuff Seafood is currently located in Northgate
Mall — a place with big changes in store. Sho
Nuff’s menu includes fried and steamed fish,
shrimp, lobster tails, king crab legs and a popular
butter sauce. The 1940s building has been host
to a number of businesses including the original
location of Sanders Florist — perhaps the oldest business in the area in continuous operation
under the same name.
Up at the corner of Broad and Guess, the old
Rogers Realty building at 2121 Guess Road is
getting a face-lift inside and out. The one-story
structure once provided offices for a number of
real estate appraisers and related businesses, but
it has been mostly empty recently. The property
the building sits on faces both Guess Road and
Sunset Avenue and has neighborhood homes
beside it and across the street. The property is
zoned O-I or Office Institutional. The main parking lot for the property is accessed off Guess, but
there is pedestrian access from both sides of the
building. A company calling itself “2121 Guess
Road, LLC” acquired the building this summer.
The firm seems to be related to the owners of
the Pinam Construction Company building
next door on the corner. New occupants for the
building are unknown at this time. Its O-I zoning
allow for a broad range of potential office, institutional, and some limited commercial uses. The
balance between residential and non-residential
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zoning and uses at the corner of Sunset, Guess
and Broad is delicate. Today, the one-story office
buildings close to neighborhood homes on Sunset
and Pennsylvania are appropriately scaled and
the professional tenants who have historically
occupied the buildings have co-existed peacefully
with their neighbors.

Cohousing Condos Nearly Complete
DAN SINGER

We last posted an article here over
a year ago, around the beginning of our groundbreaking and construction at 610 Trent Drive
(across from the Monkey Bottom Collaborative).
The pandemic has thrown a few wrenches into
the works, but the building schedule has not
been impacted too badly. The current projected
move-in window is around the end of this year.
By January, Old West Durham should have 23
new neighbor households, and we all are excited
to soon be a part of this wonderful neighborhood!
(We love WHH, too!)
If you have not heard of Bull City Commons,
it is a five-story condominium building with 23
units of various sizes (studios to three bedrooms),
common spaces, parking and landscaping. The cohousing project was self-developed. We will manage our building and live as a community, though
everyone owns their own units. More information
is available at www.bullcitycommons.com.
We look forward to spending time with our
OWD neighbors and joining with you all on
neighborhood concerns.

Historic District Teardowns Approved
TO M M I L L E R

In the last 10 or so months, the Durham
Historic Preservation Commission has approved
the demolition of four residential buildings in the
Watts-Hillandale local historic district. Two of
the buildings, a former nurses home at the corner
of Broad and “F” Street and a house on Englewood, were torn down in August. The other two
structures are still standing pending delay orders from the commission. The Watts-Hillandale
historic district was approved by the city nearly

20 years ago. Until recently, the commission’s
business in Watts-Hillandale has been to approve
projects designed to restore and breathe new life
into the neighborhood’s oldest homes.
The district includes homes and buildings on
Club Boulevard and Englewood Avenue between
Broad Street and Hillandale Road and the connecting streets in-between. The district also includes the waterworks, the School of Science and
Math, and parts of Woodrow Street and Broad
and Maryland Avenues. The area includes a large
concentration of historic houses and buildings
built between 1900 and 1950 with a few built
after that. The purpose of the historic designation
is to preserve not just the individual buildings,
but the character of the district as a whole. The
city’s creation of the Watts-Hillandale district,
one of eight in Durham, came with overwhelming
support in the neighborhood.
When an area is designated a local historic
district by the city, zoning rules protect the
historic exteriors of the buildings. Significant
changes to the outside of a house or building
must be approved by the Historic Preservation
Commission using standards laid out in the district’s preservation plan. The standards focus on
street fronts and give the commission considerable leeway. The rules favor appropriate historic scale and design elements using historically
consistent materials. The commission is not concerned with minor repairs, routine maintenance
or paint color.
The strange wrinkle in the program comes
when someone requests to tear down an historic structure. While the Historic Preservation
Commission can deny permanently a request for
changes that violate the standards in the preservation plan, state law provides that it cannot deny a
request to demolish an historic house or building.
In these cases, the commission can only delay the
demolition for up to 365 days. The ostensible purpose of the delay is to give the commission time
to work with the owner to find a way to save
the structure. Of course, this would require the
owner to have a change of heart – something that
occasionally happens, but not as often as preservationists hope for. In a real estate market with
sharply rising prices, economics can outweigh
historical and cultural considerations.

PA R A D E
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NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS
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The house demolished on Broad Street was
built in 1921 as the home of Norman and Lillie
Slade. By 1929, however, the Slades had moved
to the house next door and converted their erstwhile home into a rooming house for single nurses at Watts Hospital across the street. Several
houses in the neighborhood were used for this
purpose – especially during the years of the Great
Depression. Mrs. Slade stayed in the house and
acted as house mother to her nurse tenants. By
the 1940s, the hospital dropped its strict rules
for nurses and the house became a rooming house
for the general public. It was constantly modified
and enlarged to make room for more boarders.
The house was still occupied into the 2000s, but
by then it had deteriorated badly. This winter
the Historic Preservation Commission granted
the owner’s request to demolish the structure,
but delayed the demolition for 90 days to find
someone who might take on the restoration of
the house. There were interested buyers, but in
the end, the owners chose not to sell.
The other house demolished in August was
a Craftsman style cottage in the 2200 block of
Englewood Avenue. It was built around 1926
for the family of E. C. Camm, X-ray technician
at Watts Hospital. Even though it was occupied
until recently, the house was in poor condition
with a badly leaking roof, rotting wood, mold,
and a water-filled basement. Rehabilitation of the
house would be a big project, but not impossible.
As with the Broad Street house, this spring the
Preservation Commission granted the owner’s
request to tear the house down with a 90-day
delay. The time ran out with no reprieve.
Two more houses in the Watts-Hillandale
district have a running clock. The first of these
is one of five large duplexes in the 1100 block of
Ninth Street built by Commodore Council in the
1930s. Commodore Council (his first name really
was “Commodore”) was the “C” in BC Headache Powders, a Durham firm. This building is
in relatively good condition with many charming
original features, but the new owner wants to replace it with a new, larger house in much the same
historical style. The Preservation Commission
approved the demolition request, but this time
imposed the full 365-day delay. In this case the
process may not result in the complete loss of the
historic building. Not long after approving the
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demolition, the commission approved a plan to
move the house from Ninth Street to a vacant lot
in the 1100 block of North Mangum Street. The
building’s saviors are experienced Durham preservationists Faye Calhoun and her daughter, Dr.
Robin Burnette. The route for the move may take
the house right through downtown. There are a
lot of difficulties to overcome with moving a house
in an urban setting, but the parties are upbeat.
The last house slated for demolition is a modest
mid-1950s ranch house in the 2300 block of Englewood. Although sited in the Watts-Hillandale
district, the house is classified as “non-contributing” in the district’s preservation plan. In this
case the rating is due to the fact that the house was
built just outside the district’s 1945 significance
date. Under the rules, non-contributing structures
still fall under the Preservation Commission’s
jurisdiction, but the standards concerning them
relate more to the integrity of the district than the
house itself. This was the main issue the Preservation Commission had to tackle when the case
came up in June. The commission decided to impose a 365-day delay noting that post-war modest ranch houses make up the last major building
phase in Watts-Hillandale. The owners of the
property intend to replace the little ranch with a
somewhat larger house embodying some ranchstyle design features including a low-hipped roof.
A coda to this surge in Watts-Hillandale
historic district teardowns is the Preservation
Commission’s approval of the new “small lot
option” house in the 1200 block of Alabama Avenue. This case also came before the commission
at its June meeting. Here there was no issue of
demolishing an old house. Instead, the property
owner carved out a narrow new lot in the wide
interval between two existing historic homes on
the block. The small lot option was added to the
zoning code under the new Expanding Housing
Choices initiative adopted by the city and county
in 2019. A lot as narrow as 25 feet is allowed
in urban tier neighborhoods as long as the house
built on the lot is no larger than 1,200 square feet
in area and no more than 25 feet tall. The lot created on Alabama is 35 feet wide, smaller than the
minimum size that would be otherwise allowed
in the underlying zoning.
The commission approved the application because the design of the new house is thoughtfully

informed by other houses nearby. The main body
of the house is brick. It presents a gable end to the
street reminiscent of the handful of nearby Tudor revival houses. At just 1,200 square feet, the
house is in scale and harmony with its neighbors
in the historic district. This is the first new home
built in a Durham local historic district using the
small lot option. The owner of the property is
Sam Poole and the designer-builder is Chase
Building Company.
The Durham Historic Preservation Commission has nine members appointed by the city and
the county. Some seats on the commission are reserved for historians, architects, building contractors and attorneys. The commission meets once
or twice a month depending on its caseload. For
questions about the historic district, its rules and
its processes, contact Durham’s Historic Preservation Planner Karla Rosenberg. Her email
address is Karla.Rosenberg@durhamnc.gov.

Bikers Enjoy Revamped Belmont Park
BRANDEE GRUENER

J u s t w h e n t h e pa n d e m i c left us in
desperate need of new outdoor activities, the
city’s plans to install a pump track for bicyclists
at Belmont Park got rolling. Construction started
in April, with the first phase completed in early
July. A trail design company based in Chapel
Hill, Nature Trails LLC, transformed the park
at the corner of Sovereign and Albany streets
from a mostly ignored grove of trees into a natural playground.
The pump track concept, proposed and championed by neighbor James Umbanhowar, was one
of several projects to win participatory budget
funds after a vote by city residents. The larger
of the two pump tracks installed at Belmont is a
looped course of hills and banked turns that can
be ridden without pedaling – with practice. The
park has a tot-sized pump track for younger kids
on bikes and scooters (or even for remote-control
cars). The city appropriated about $125,000 of
participatory budget funds to pay for the improvements, which also included gorgeous benches and picnic tables hewn from trees, boulders
and lots of native plantings.
(continued on page 6)
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The Heart of the Neighborhood
Arborist and parks committee member Guy
Meilleur said he was concerned for the existing
trees in the park when he first saw drawings of
the plans, with groundcover plants surrounding
the trunks. But then he saw the plants were added
above grade and away from the trunks, only a few
branches were removed for safety, and pathways
were not dug too deeply.
“The Durham parks department did an excellent job overall,” he said. “As a neighbor, I am
grateful to the parks department for their respect
to the existing trees.”
After the initial installation, the city made
plans to add a climbing dragon sculpture that
was first conceptualized by kids’ drawings at a
community design session.
“NatureTrails did such great work with the
boulders that we were interested to see what
they could do with the dragon element,” said Tom
Dawson, assistant director for the city’s Parks
and Recreation Department. “Jess Kemp, DPR
Project Manager, encouraged them to try a concept in natural materials. NatureTrails had a great
staff artist, Amy, who did a concept rendering
which James and I loved. They found a good carver with Red Rabbit Carving. Then NatureTrails
put all the elements together until they came out
as a wonderful beast.”
If you haven’t checked out the transformation,
it is worth the bike ride or the walk. If a pump
track isn’t your speed, it’s a very pleasant place
to sit in the shade.

Morgan of Morgan Imports. They once broke a
window at Duke Memorial while playing baseball nearby.
Facing shortages during WW II, Loudermilk’s mother told him to go early in the morning
to the A&P, across from Duke Memorial, to hide
hard-to-find soap behind the Corn Flakes so she
could find it later.
The Walgreens in downtown Durham inspired a hit song in 1956. Loudermilk told me
he had a girlfriend in West Durham, a girlfriend
downtown, and a girlfriend in East Durham.
When visiting his girlfriend in East Durham, he
often stopped at the Walgreens on Main Street
to get her a candy bar. They were having a sale
on flowers, so he also bought her a rose. And he
wrote a song about it.
After “A Rose and A Baby Ruth” hit the airwaves, the Baby Ruth Company sent a letter ordering the record company to cease and desist. As
the song zoomed up the charts and sales jumped,
they got a second letter saying it was okay to keep
singing. Walgreens is now a pocket park next to
Luna Rotisserie and Empanadas.
Carden’s Dance Hall was out on Hillsborough
Road near Old NC 10. This is where Loudermilk
first performed on stage. He called it “a rough
place.” (It’s still standing, behind the old Libby’s
Too restaurant.)
Finally, when delivering telegrams to Marven’s Alley, a little lane near Angier and Alston,
Loudermilk described how the shades were

(continued from page 5)

always drawn and how the street was mostly
liquor houses, gambling houses and houses of
ill-repute. (He said that since the mills owned
the street and houses, the police didn’t really
patrol the area.)
Loudermilk told me that Marven’s Alley was
the inspiration for his hit song, “Tobacco Road.”
A hard-hitting, semi-autobiographical song about
poverty in the south, “Tobacco Road” became a
hit song in 1964, during the Civil Rights movement. Lou Rawls, David Lee Roth, Nashville
Teens, the Jackson Five and Nora Jones have all
performed the song. Johnny and Edgar Winter
performed it at Woodstock. “Tobacco Road” was
the last song Jimi Hendrix performed live.

They Died in Their Country’s Service
TO M M I L L E R

The Empire of Japan surrendered to the
United States and her World War Two allies
on Sept. 2, 1945. It is appropriate to remember
four West Durham boys who gave their lives
in the Pacific theater of that terrible war. The
first, Walter Preston Anderson, was employed
at Erwin Cotton Mills when he registered for
the draft in October 1940. He was 23. His
family and friends called him Preston. He was
5'10" tall and had a ruddy complexion. His handwriting was cramped and juvenile. When Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor the next year, Preston

Loudermilk’s West Durham Roots
JOHN SCHELP

In a memorable two-hour telephone interview with John D. Loudermilk in 2003, the
Hall of Fame songwriter told me he was “born
on a kitchen table at 8th and C Streets” in West
Durham (behind what is Monuts today).
As a kid, Loudermilk delivered telegrams and
money orders in different neighborhoods around
here, including Walltown, where he came across
Ernest Moon playing a classical gut guitar on his
porch. John Dee was hooked, saying Moon was
his first musical influence. Moon and his wife,
who worked at Erwin Mills, lived two blocks
north of East Campus.
Moving often, Loudermilk’s family lived
on several streets including Dezern and South
Gregson — near his friend and classmate Richard
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Loudermilk’s birthplace stood behind West Durham Wesleyan (across from E.K. Powe). In the late 1980s, a tornado
roared up Ninth Street, skipped over the church and leveled the bungalow. Photo courtesy of Mac Bare.
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was already serving as a private in an ordinance
company in the Army Air Corps in the Philippines. When the islands fell in early 1942,
he was made a prisoner. He died in captivity
on May 25, 1942, and was buried in the camp
cemetery. His remains now lie in the American
Military Cemetery at Manila.
In 1940, Bruce Penny lived on Bynum Street
in the Erwin Cotton Mill village. His parents,
John and Lula Penny, lived at 2601 Englewood
Ave., the home of John’s daughter and son-in-law,
Lola and James Strawbridge. Bruce, his father,
and two of his brothers all worked at the mill.
Bruce enlisted in the army in November 1941.
Like Preston Anderson, Bruce Penny was sent to
the Philippines just before the Japanese invasion.
And like Preston, Bruce was made a prisoner of
war. He was sent to the gigantic Pangatian POW
camp at Cabanatuan north of Manila. He died
there on Nov. 22, 1942, of beriberi. He was just
21 and had been in his country’s service barely
one year. His body is still buried in the Philippines and his name is engraved on the monument
to the dead erected at the former site of the camp.
Bruce’s parents, perhaps overcome with grief,
both died before the war ended.
Another Erwin Mills boy, Frank Theodore
Crawley, enlisted in the Army just three weeks
before Pearl Harbor. His draft card indicates that
he was 5'7" tall and weighed 149 pounds. His formal education ended in grammar school. Frank’s
father, Jesse Crawley, also worked in the mill. On
Jan. 30, 1943, Frank was a private in the 147th
Infantry Regiment when his company attacked
one of the last remaining Japanese strongholds
on Guadalcanal. Military records indicate that
in that battle he was struck by a bullet in the thorax and died. He was awarded the Purple Heart
and Bronze Star posthumously. His body was
received its final burial in Hawaii in 1949.
Otho Merritt may have lied about his age
when he enlisted. He indicated that his birthday was in early 1924 when he registered for the
draft in 1943. His real birthday appears to have
been in 1925. He lived with his mother, Iola, near
the corner of Broad Street and Guess Road. He
was just 5'6" tall and weighed only 130 pounds.
His hair was blond and his face was covered with
freckles. He, too, worked at Erwin Cotton Mills.
His searchable military records are confusing, but
tend to indicate that he volunteered to serve with
“Merrill’s Marauders” behind Japanese lines in
the ferocious battles around Myitkyina in Burma.
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There he was killed in action on June 4, 1944.
He was barely 19 years old. His remains were
sent home for burial in the veterans’ section of
Maplewood Cemetery.
These minute biographies hardly tell the
whole story. They are pieced together from city
directories, lines on census records, a photo in
a yearbook, snippets from penciled entries on
draft cards, and military honor roles. But these
young men were our neighbors. They grew up
right here. They attended the schools where our
children now go. They sat at the soda counter
in McDonald’s Drug Store. They dressed up on
Sunday and attended our neighborhood churches.
They learned to swim and saw movies at Erwin
Auditorium. The shade of neighborhood trees
was theirs before it was ours. They played ball,
did chores, had best friends and sweethearts.
They answered their country’s call. Their memory is ours to keep.
The names Walter Preston Anderson, Bruce
Penny, Frank T. Crawley, and Otho Merritt appear in raised letters on the little bronze monument to Erwin Cotton Mill workers who died
in WWII. In 1985, when most of the cotton mill
buildings were demolished to make way for the
apartments, office towers, and shops that today
make up Erwin Square, the monument was
moved to Oval Park and placed in the neighborhood’s care.

Little Libraries Dot Neighborhood
Cathie Collins has installed a box
full of books at 2305 Sovereign St. She has
invited the neighbors to come check out her
free library and perhaps trade a book for one
of their own.
Her book trading box is the newest of a
substantial collection of little libraries in the
neighborhood. The concept was popularized
by Little Free Library, a nonprofit in Wisconsin
that promotes free, 24/7 access to books in every
neighborhood. Other neighbors have reported
that books can be donated, taken or traded at
these locations nearby:
• The corner of West Club and Virginia
• Branches Community School at 903 Broad St.
• 2107 Wilson St.
• 1207 Alabama Ave.
• 1505 Virginia Ave.

OBITUARIES

(continued from page 1)
her church, and former colleagues from work
who remember her fondly.
On June 15, another longtime neighbor,
VIRGINIA NEELON, passed away. She
too was 86. Ginny and her husband Frank
Neelon bought their Club Boulevard home
in 1968. Ginny and Frank met while they
were working and studying at Duke. Frank
was an intern and Virginia was a nurse at
the hospital there. Virginia went on to earn
her PhD at Duke and became a professor at
the UNC School of Nursing. During her
career she won many accolades and honors
for teaching and for her research into the
well-being of older hospital patients. Ginny
loved her family, old movies, mystery novels, Duke ballgames, Patsy Cline, the Outer
Banks and tomatoes from her garden. Among
Ginny’s survivors are her devoted husband
Frank, their children Elizabeth, Brian and
Michael, and their families.
JAMES F. DAVIS did not live in the
neighborhood, but old timers around here
remember him well. For decades he operated
Wallace’s Auto Electric Garage — the auto
repair shop in the stone building on Hillsborough Road opposite the Food Lion grocery
store. Under Jim’s watchful eye, Wallace’s,
which first opened almost a century ago,
became a byword in Durham for excellent
service. Jim’s father was an auto mechanic so
the business came to Jim naturally. Jim Davis
was born in Durham in 1935. He was a linebacker on the Durham High football team in
the early 1950s. He went on to play for the
Blue Devils under Coach Bill Murray during
the team’s glory days. Jim played for Duke at
the 1958 Orange Bowl game. In addition to
Wallace’s, Jim owned other Durham businesses. He passed away on Aug. 30 at the
age of 86. He is survived by his wife Mary
and their children, Wade, Allison, and Fred
and their families.
Our deepest sympathy goes to the friends
and families of Norma, Ginny, and Jim.
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(continued from page 3)

identifying maintenance needs.
The city provides bags for weeds and trash, picker uppers and gloves.
Volunteers should bring a bottle of water and their own garden gloves if
they have them. To sign up email Chris Moyer at chris.moyer@whhna.org
and register at dprvolunteers.ivolunteer.com/event_whhna_2021.

TAI CHI OFFERED AT OVAL PARK
G I N G E R B LU B A U G H

All neighbors are welcome to observe or participate in a free
tai chi practice taking place each week at Oval Park. Tai chi yang-style 24step form is practiced every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 a.m. by
the tennis courts. Those who are familiar with tai chi or qigong can watch
and follow along, if they wish. Those new to tai chi could observe to see if
they are interested, and then investigate where lessons are available. Or, like
line dancing, they can jump in and follow along. The practice takes about
half an hour. Bring water as it can get hot. Loose clothing and comfortable
shoes are recommended.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DONATED ON
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Even though it rained a little, this year’s National Night
Out Beer Garden on Aug. 3 was a success. More than 200 people came to
have a German beer, a Guglhupf pretzel and a good time. Live music was
provided by Vince Simonetti and his Tuba Trio. In connection with the
event, folks from Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham donated more
than 20 bins of school supplies and more than $1,000 to Crayons2Calculators, a non-profit founded by neighbor Steve Schewel and his Duke
students to help teachers provide needed supplies to public school kids.
In Watts-Hillandale, Kathy Carter and Fred Peterson have coordinated
Crayons2Calculators donations for many years.
Watts-Hillandale’s National Night Out beer garden has been held off
and on in Tom and Kim Miller’s Virginia Avenue garden for more than 20
years. This year the event was sponsored by the Millers, Catie and Reid
Shaffer, Dot Doyle and the neighborhood association. National Night Out
is an annual community-building event coordinated by National Association of Town Watch and local law enforcement agencies everywhere.
We were honored that our event this year was visited by city and county
elected officials, representatives of Durham first responder agencies, and
City Manager Wanda Page.

OXFORD MAN SHOT ON GUESS ROAD
Early in the morning on June 20, Fabian Jose Aldana-Tesco was
mortally wounded by a gun shot in the parking lot in front of the little Guess
Road shopping center just north of Westover Park. Police said he died later
at the hospital. He was from Oxford and just 21 years old. Police say that he
was involved in an argument. Although shootings are exceptionally rare in
Old West and Watts-Hillandale, at the time Aldana-Tesco was the 105th
person shot in Durham this year. At the time of this writing, there was no
information on the progress of the police investigation.
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JULY 4 PARADE RETURNS TO NORMAL
West Durham and Watts-Hillandale neighbors rejoiced
to celebrate the glorious Fourth of July in the traditional way this year.
Thanks to rising vaccination rates and falling Covid cases in the late
spring, the WHHNA board decided to go ahead with a parade and
celebration in the park. It was the 72nd anniversary of the event, making
it Durham’s oldest, unbroken Independence Day celebration. Last year,
the neighborhood dramatically scaled back the parade to a handful of
masked and carefully distanced marchers. This year, an estimated 400
people came to march — by no means the largest turnout we’ve had,
but not bad for a justifiably cautious population.
Neighbor and Durham Mayor Steve Schewel led the parade with a
color guard of kids carrying the original 48-, 49-, and 50-star flags that
parade founders Tom and Alice Walker procured for the event so long
ago. Volunteers festooned Oval Park with hundreds of flags. Congressman David Price and State Sen. Mike Woodard hoisted new U.S. and
N.C. flags on the pole in the park. The OK Chorale brought the crowd
to hushed silence with their rendition of the “Star Spangled Banner.”
A special thank you to all the neighbors who helped put up and take
down flags, sell T-shirts, direct traffic, serve Cokes and clean up the park.
Thanks to our neighbors at the Durham Coca-Cola Bottling Company,
who every year provide us with hundreds of drinks in the nostalgic glass
bottles. This year Sheriff Clarence Birkhead and his motorcycle squad
came to thrill the kids and help keep us safe. The Durham Fire Department usually sends us a truck or two from the Ninth Street station, but
this year they had to rush to extinguish a dramatic car carrier fire on
I-85. Thank goodness no one was hurt.

JULY 4 PROCLAIMED TOM MILLER DAY
BRANDEE GRUENER

Tom Miller was recognized as the neighborhood’s longtime
“organizer, leader, spokesperson, Grand Poobah and unofficial parade
marshal” on July 4 by Mayor Steve Schewel. Schewel proclaimed this
year’s Independence Day as “Tom Miller Day,” a deserved accolade for
his devotion to community service.
Miller has organized the Watts-Hillandale July 4 parade for years,
lining up volunteers to march with and hang flags in Oval Park, inviting
public officials to attend, and kicking off the festivities with his megaphone. He makes sure that frosty bottles of Coca-Cola reach thirsty
parade-goers and that a fire truck hoses down sweaty kids — assuming
there isn’t an emergency to respond to.
Schewel first announced the proclamation at a city council meeting
when Miller stepped down after seven years as a planning commissioner.
Miller also has served as co-chair of the People’s Alliance PAC, as an
officer (and currently president) of Preservation Durham, and as a leader
of Durham’s Inter-Neighborhood Council. Of course Miller serves on the
WHHNA board of directors and has done so many times, including as its
president. He generously shares his expertise in zoning, ordinances, local
history, and more, with neighbors in each issue of the Parade.
Thank you, Tom, for all you do. Your neighbors think naming July 4,
2021 as Tom Miller Day was a fitting honor.
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Mowers and Blowers Raise a Ruckus
TO M M I L L E R

The grassy lawn has always been a feature of the American residential landscape. An immaculate lawn is an American fetish. Part of the
attraction is the relationship between the lawn and the machinery required to maintain it. Setting aside the arguments pro and con about lawns,
the simple truth is that great satisfaction is derived from a lush and neatly trimmed greensward and the mastery of the roaring monsters that aerate,
edge, mow and blow it. There are seeds and plugs and sod. There are blades and sparkplugs and choke buttons and starting cords and oil and gas
and trips to the hardware store. To many, it’s all too irresistible.
Before the 1950s, lawn maintenance was not that noisy. Push mowers were hard to use and had to be sharpened constantly, but they made very little
noise. Leaves were got up with rakes. Kids jumping in leaf piles were the noisy part of that operation. But then Briggs & Stratton came up with a light
powerful engine and the rotary power mower was born. By the mid-1960s everybody had one. Back and forth, the unruly lawn was conquered in a noisy
hour. By the 1980s there were a host of other must haves — string-trimmers and edgers and finally, the pinnacle of power lawn maintenance, the leaf
blower. The world changed. The rake required so much hard labor that getting up the leaves tended be postponed or done once each fall. The blower,
however, can make the lawn spotless every day. The blower’s high whine declared power over nature. It turned home gardeners into superheroes.
Or pests. With the evolution of power lawn equipment came a swelling crescendo of noise. Neighbors absorbed the noise. The low rumble of
the neighbor’s mower was acceptable because, after all, everybody had one. Conventions grew up about their use. Saturday was lawn-mowing
day — preferably Saturday morning. For folks who worked 9-to-5, Monday through Friday, there was no other time to really “get at the lawn.”
Mowing after 5 p.m. was considered rude unless, of course, there was a good reason like going away for the weekend or shift work at the factory
or shop. By 5, good people were sitting down to their suppers. The babies were asleep, and, it being summer, the windows were open.
Mowing on Sunday was right out. In a society heavily influenced by the rhythms of Christian convention, Sunday was the “day of rest” —
ignoring completely that for other people the day of rest and prayer might be Saturday or even Friday. Signals about the sanctity of Sunday were
everywhere. The workweek was built around it. Schools, shops, and other businesses were closed — by law. Folks who never went to church
would never risk offending their church-going neighbors by cranking up the lawnmower on Sunday.
As new power lawn tools were added to the arsenal, the social rules about when to mow were extended to include them. But in time, the rules
began to break down. One factor was the change in the work week. By the 1980s and 90s, Americans worked less in the factory and the shop than
they did in professional and service industries. They might even work from home on a schedule of their own making. The television reset our home
schedules. Sunday lost some of its importance as laws were relaxed and shops and malls began to stay open all week. Church attendance fell off.
Another factor was the sheer numbers of power tools out there and the time it took to work them all. Instead of 30 minutes to an hour to run the
lawnmower Saturday morning, a conscientious and well-equipped home gardener might now mow, edge, trim and leaf blow all day long. The job
might spill over into the evenings, on other days, even Sundays. Another phenomenon of the explosion in power lawn tools is the rise of professional lawn-care businesses to run them for you. What the homeowner used to do on Saturday morning is now done professionally all week long.
The leaf blower became a special case. Mowing, edging, and trimming are done once a week or every 10 days, but in the fall those damn leaves fall
every hour of the day from September right into December. The leaf blower has made the spotless lawn possible and once it is achieved, the author of that
perfection feels the need to defend it. Blowers are run every day “just to touch things up.” Also, where the mower’s motor rumbles low to the ground,
the blower’s motor revs at high speed emitting a whine in the open air that shames the banshees — a constant assault on outdoor and even indoor peace.
For many neighbors across the country, blower noise has become too much. Tempers flare. Listservs burn. Things are said that are hard to take
back. Hundreds of towns and cities have passed ordinances regulating leaf blowing. Some relate to time and place. Cary does this. Others regulate
decibels. Chapel Hill does this. Some, like Berkeley in California, have gone so far to ban the machines altogether. Durham has no regulations on
leaf blower use and our liberal noise rules cannot be enforced as a practical matter. Maybe, as neighbors, we should re-establish a social compact
about when we can run our mowers, trimmers, and especially our blowers. Of course, we cannot prevent the professionals from visiting their clients’ homes whenever they want, but maybe we can agree that except in unusual circumstances our outdoor power tools should not be run before
9 in the morning or after suppertime. We should be aware of our neighbors’ special situations. When does the baby sleep? Who is entertaining
nearby? Which neighbor keeps the Sabbath, whatever day that may be? And with regard to the leaf blower this fall, can we agree that we don’t
have to run it every day and that it’s OK to let a few leaves accumulate on the lawn during the week?
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE

Dr. Amber Meade

205 Broadway St
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292
www.bvhdurham.com

PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

Located in the Central Park District
of downtown Durham
behind the police substation

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter.
Please support them as they support us.

migformac
Make the most of your digital world

919-219-9563
mig@migformac.com
www.migformac.com

Mig Hayes

Tutor & Support
Mac, iPhone, iPad,
iCloud, software & more

Sew Right For You
Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator,
Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alternations

L ynne W a re N ix o n

Owner/ Designer

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com
www.instagram.com/sewright4you
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham
*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY *
Serving the Triangle since 1990

Cottage Garden
Landscaping
patios & decks
moon gates
stone walls
chicken coops
relax shacks
garden coaching



award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701
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DINE-IN+PATIO

CURBSIDE

TAKE-OUT
TAKE-OUT ++ DELIVERY
DELIVERY
900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701
919-682-8978 - mavsbbq.com
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Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service.
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.

www.laundrymen.com

(919) 215-8575

SUPPLIES & STUDIOS
DURHAMʼS LOCALLY OWNED
ART SUPPLY STORE

We partner with our clients to
enhance and celebrate the
human-animal bond.

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP
Betsy Williams, DVM

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD

New Pet Offer:
$40 off first healthy-pet visit
& one month FREE
pet health insurance

Offering acupuncture, therapeutic laser, and
advanced dentistry services.

Educating and empowering pet owners.
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919-383-5578
www.westsideanimal.com
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APARTMENTS IN THE WORKS
FOR LASALLE ST.
(continued from page 1)

At August’s preliminary meeting, the developers indicated that they were sensitive to the dramatic difference
in scale between what they envision for the property and
the neighborhood homes across the street. They stated that
they desire to work with the neighborhood to include appropriate buffering and building design to harmonize their
project with the neighborhood. They mentioned that they
might include a green strip along LaSalle on their side of the
street and that their buildings on that side might be lower
to provide a step-down in development intensity closest to
the neighborhood.
The developer anticipates having a city-required meeting
with neighbors living between Hillandale Road and LaSalle
Street early in October to get feedback. The neighborhood
association also will organize a meeting prior to then so that
neighbors can have some ideas of their own when they meet
with the developer.
Jewell and Burkard anticipate that the development approval and construction process might take about two years
and will involve a traffic study and further conversations
with the neighborhood.

HISTORIC TREE CARE
Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal
Preservation, Surgery
Training, Reports, Testimony
FREE consulting: Send images to
historictreecare@gmail.com
SEE www.historictreecare.com
FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook…

919-906-0465

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care

All We are Saying:

Give Trees a Chance!

benbaker2@msn.com

Can estate planning be a
straightforward, manageable,
and transparent process?
With Ampersand Law it can be.

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning.
Contact your neighborhood
estate planning attorney,
Heather Hazelwood,
to learn more.

Find me on
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(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.com
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