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JULY 4 PARADE IS BACK!
Come to the 72nd annual Watts-Hill-
andale Fourth of July parade and celebration! 
It’s the neighborhood’s great convocation and 
Durham’s oldest Independence Day event. Last 
year, because of COVID-19 precautions, we 
held a limited parade with a few well-spaced and 
masked marchers. Neighbors in their family pods 
watched and cheered from their front yards. The 
much-reduced event kept the tradition unbroken. 
This year, with COVID vaccines on the rise and 
most restrictions lifted, we plan to restore our 
July 4 event to as close to normal as safety and 
the rules permit.

The neighborhood’s famous July 4 event was 
started back in 1950 by Tom and Alice Walker 
at their home at 2223 W. Club Blvd. The neigh-
borhood kids were hot and bored so Alice sug-
gested a parade. Tom produced U.S. and N.C. 
flags. The kids marched down the sidewalk while 
neighbors waved. It was so much fun, they did 
it twice! Back at the Walkers, they recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance, sang patriotic songs and 
had a cold bottle of pop. Everyone was home in 
time for lunch. No one thought it would become 
an annual event — at least none of the adults saw 
it that way. But the kids did not forget and at 
their insistence, the Walkers organized it again 
in following years. A tradition was born.

This year’s  parade will begin at 10 a.m., Sun-
day, July 4, at the corner of Club and Oakland. 
Marchers are urged line up in the 1200 block 
of Oakland. Wear red-white-and-blue! Wear 
your neighborhood T-shirt! But most important-
ly, please everyone, from the littlest marcher to 
grandpa, wear a mask! Decorate your strollers, 
wagons, bikes and trikes with flags and crepe pa-

JULY 4 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to make our July 4 event run smoothly. All-in-all, we need about 20 people to 
pull it all together. This year we will need flag putter-uppers and taker-downers. We will need traffic 
cone managers, soft drink servers and T-shirt sellers. We will also need a pickup truck or two. If you 
can help, please email Tom Miller, this year’s emcee, at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. 

CARRY A FLAG IN THE PARADE
Would you like to carry the flag in the Watts-Hillandale Fourth of July Parade? Whether it’s the flag 
of your home state or your home country, there’s a good chance we’ve got it. Maybe it’s the flag of 
the place where you had that fantastic vacation. Maybe it’s the flag of the country you stayed up 
late studying for the report your kid forgot to mention until the night before. It doesn’t matter; if we 
have it you can carry it in the parade. Email Tom Miller at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com and let him know 
you want to march with a flag. He’ll do his best to see that you’re properly equipped.

NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRTS AND HATS
With an expenditure of no more than $15, you can demonstrate to the whole world you’re a bona 
fide Watts-Hillandaler or Old West Durhamite. All you need is a genuine, authorized, neighborhood 
commemorative undergarment. All shirts are natural, breathable cotton (maybe with a little less 
natural poly thrown in). And hats! Watts-Hillandale has hats too! They are in sporty colors and 
embroidered with the Watts-Hillandale logo. Watts-Hillandale Ts and hats can be acquired for cash 
or easy terms by emailing Tom Miller at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. For Old West Durham shirts, email 
Vicky Welch at vickyw1961@gmail.com. FAQ: If I live in one neighborhood, can I wear the other’s T? 
Absolutely! Neighborhood cross-dressing is encouraged. Neighborhood T-shirts and hats will be on 
sale at Oval Park during the July 4 celebration.

WIN A TOP-QUALITY U.S. FLAG
We have a number of U.S. Flags to give away just in time for the Fourth of July. These flags are 3’ 
x 5’ and made of bright nylon with sewn stripes and embroidered stars. To get your name in the 
drawing, send an email to tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. Put the word “FLAG” in the subject line and 
include your name and address in the body of the message. The drawing will be held on July 1 and 
the winners will receive their flags in time to display them on the Fourth!

(continued on page 12)

July 4 Flag Hunt Returns 
Last year neighbor Jennifer Wood suggested that we make up for our reduced July 4 event 
with a COVID-safe flag hunt. It was so much fun we decided to bring it back this year. Here’s 
how it goes: During the days leading up to the Fourth of July, neighbors in Old West Durham and 
Watts-Hillandale will display flags from their homes. Other neighbors will search for and identify 
them. Those who find and identify the most flags will win a gift certificate from the Regulator 
Bookshop. We will have lots of winners. Here’s how it will work: 

• Displaying a Flag for the Hunt — We need to display lots of flags from Friday, June 25, through 
Monday, July 5. If you put up a flag, please let Tom know at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com where you 
live and what flag you will display. He will make a list for checking off the searchers’ finds when 

(continued on page 12)
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CAROLINE WEAVER  and TONY REEVY  had two lifelong Watts-Hospital Hillandale 
residents graduate this year. IAN REEVY graduated from Riverside High School and is headed 
to the University of New Mexico to study computer engineering. LINDLEY REEVY graduated 
from North Carolina State University as a psychology major and design minor. She is staying at 
NCSU to pursue a master’s in social work.

Lifelong WHH resident WALKER JAMES graduated from Riverside High School on June 2. He will 
attend Trinity College this fall (pandemic willing!) His proud parents are SUSAN and DJ JAMES.

Parents DAVID FARRELL  and SATSUKI “SUNSHINE” SCOVILLE  (with support 
from extended family, IRENE TESSARO  and TAKI SCOVILLE) were proud to announce 
that LUCY MARGARET FARRELL graduated from Riverside High School on June 2. Lucy 
is enrolled at Appalachian State University for the fall. 

LEAH and PETER HAWKINS purchased their new home at 2203 Sprunt Ave. in May. They 
have one daughter, CAMILLE, who recently turned 3. The family moved to the area in 2018 from 
Charlotte and were renting an apartment. “I am so excited to participate in this community and meet 
the neighbors!” Leah said. “We have been looking to move into a historic and unique place such as this.” 

KERRI POST now lives at 2322 Englewood Ave. with two dogs. Kerri spent the past 10 years in 
rural southwest Georgia and loves living in Durham near her grandchildren now. “I can’t wait until the 
pandemic is over so that I can meet more neighbors and become involved in the community,” Kerri said.

EZRA LICHTMAN moved to 1009 Alabama in June to start a medical residency at UNC-Chapel 
Hill. He is from Massachusetts, but his brother and family live on Pershing Street. Ezra looks forward 
to getting to know the neighborhood and would love to find pick-up ultimate Frisbee and soccer games 
and a cheap way to do some pottery. His fiancé, SHERIDAN FINNIE, will join him next year.

BRIAN  and SHIRA VIEL  and their children, ISAAC, 3 years, and ZOË, 5 months, moved 
from Raleigh into 2106 Woodrow. Brian is an engineer and Shira teaches at Duke. They are looking 
forward to lots of walks and playtime at Oval Park.

DIANNE LANGONA, LARRY KREICHER and their mini golden doodle, BUZZY, recently 
moved to 910 Carolina Ave. and are thrilled with the wonderful neighbors they have met so far. Dianne 
and Larry relocated from New England three years ago. Larry teaches at Duke and Dianne is a retired 
psychotherapist. Larry is hoping to meet some chess partners and Dianne is happy to meet everyone.

HOLLY GUSS, HEATHER BROWN, 5-year olds TYSON and JUNIPER, and their dog 
HOWIE have moved into 3304 Sprunt Ave. after being long-time residents of Northgate Park. 
They’ve also welcomed Holly’s parents, LYNDA and GLENN, who came to live with the family 
from Arizona. They would love to connect with kids attending E.K. Powe or older folks nearby. 

PHILIP BARNARD and CHERYL LESTER  were thrilled to move to Watts-Hillandale in 
early June. They are retired faculty members from the University of Kansas in Lawrence, where they 
worked and lived with their daughter Julia for 30 years. They look forward to joining Julia and her 
wife Jordan Wade in Durham.

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share?  
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

OLD WEST DURHAM

PRESIDENT: 
Fred Broadwell  ffbroadwell@gmail.com

TREASURER: 
Beth Dray  elidray@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORS:  
David Eklund  deklund@gmail.com

Emmet Furlong  emmetfurlong@yahoo.com

Charles Kacir  charleskacir@gmail.com

Chelsie Mitchell  chelsiemitchell@outlook.com

Beth Plonk  bewellnownc@gmail.com

Vicky Welch  vickyw1961@gmail.com

John Wood  johnw@clinedesignassoc.com

WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE

PRESIDENT: 
Dot Doyle  dot.doyle@whhna.org 
919-286-3306 
2311 Woodrow St.

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Heather Gudac  heather.gudac@whhna.org 
919-696-4535 
2307 Alabama Ave. 

TREASURER: 
Jennifer Wood  jennifer.wood@whhna.org 
919-597-8027 
2400 Tampa Ave.

DIRECTORS: 
Kevin Crofton  kevin.crofton@whhna.org 
2311 Wilson St. 

Chris Flannagan  chris.flannagan@whhna.org 
1404 Oakland Ave.

Rubén Gonzalez ruben.gonzalez@whhna.org 
919-699-0991

Jamie Gruener jamie.gruener@whhna.org 
919-624-9760 
2410 W. Club Blvd.

Tom Miller tom.miller@whhna.org 
919-599-7618 
1110 Virginia Ave.

Kokou Nayo kokou.nayo@whhna.org 
773-316-1466

Christopher Moyer christopher.moyer@whhna.org 
561-632-7316  
1702 Meeting St.

Megan Pattenhouse  megan.pattenhouse@whhna.org 
1428 Pennsylvania Ave.

Fred Peterson fred.peterson@whhna.org  
West Club Blvd.

Perry Whitted perry.whitted@whhna.org 
919-323-7523 
1705 Maryland Ave.

2020–2021 NEIGHBORHOOD  
OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS



JUNE 2021  • 3

CITY: DON’T MESS WITH STREET LIGHTS
TOM MILLER

In 2020,  with little warning, Duke Energy switched out the city’s old 
street lights with new and substantially brighter LED fixtures. The new 
lights are energy efficient and cost the city considerably less money. While 
some people feel safer with the new lights, many neighbors throughout 
the city are unhappy with the eerie blue light that illuminates their yards 
and shines through their bedroom windows. In response to complaints, 
the city and the power company have shielded some lights and switched 
some fixtures for those with less intense lights. These remedies have solved 
problems in many places. 

But some neighbors continue to be frustrated. The rules and procedures 
for requesting changes range from relatively simple requests for shields to 
more elaborate processes. In some cases petitions must be signed by prop-
erty owners. In other cases, the police must decide whether the brighter 
lights are necessary to deter crime. A spate of emails on neighborhood lists in 
April and May indicate that a number of neighbors in Old West Durham are 
still pretty upset with the new lights and the difficulties in changing them.

According to a letter that the city wrote neighbors on Lawndale in 
March, it appears that at least one neighbor decided to solve the problem 
unofficially. The letter explained that power crews investigating lights that 
weren’t working properly discovered that they had been “vandalized” with 
paint. One can only wonder by what means someone managed to get close 
enough to the fixtures to paint them. Shimmying up the pole and out along 
the arm doesn’t sound likely and using a ladder for the job seems even worse. 
Anyway, the city explained that reports of street light vandalism could 
result in the street being designated as a “high-crime area” by the police. 
The response to such a designation could be more intense street lighting!

Painting street lights, however tempting, is a bad idea. But when the 
public is not consulted about quality of life matters and when remedies for 
problems are not available or effective, feelings will run high. Neighbors 
write angry emails or even buy paint and city officials fire off intemperate 
and unhelpful letters. Let’s hope cooler heads prevail and that in places 
where residents want less light, the city and the power company can find 
ways to help them out.

PARK CLEANUPS RESUME
Saturday park cleanups will return this summer after a yearlong 
break due to the pandemic. Cleanups are scheduled for June 5, July 10, Aug. 
7 and Sept. 11 from 10 to 11 a.m. Volunteers will meet on the north side of 
Oval Park and disperse to other parks once assignments are given.

The city will provide bags for weeds and trash, picker uppers and 
gloves. Volunteers should bring a bottle of water and might want to 
bring their own garden gloves. Dress for the mud if it has been raining. 
Volunteers will pick up trash, weed and search for other opportunities 
for maintenance. Come on out, greet your neighbors and help make our 
neighborhood parks pristine.

NEIGHBOR EXHIBITS AT HORSE & BUGGY
Watts - Hillandaler Annie Nashold’s  bold and brightly 
colored figure paintings are featured in an exhibit called “Mining the Per-
sonal” at Horse & Buggy Press this June. The show includes new works she 
produced during the pandemic. Shortly before the pandemic in December 
of 2019, Nashold received the Ella Fountain Pratt Emerging Artist Award 
for Painting from the North Carolina Arts Council.

You can see her work and the work of ceramicist Mimi Logothetis at 
Horse & Buggy’s art and craft gallery at 1116 Broad St. Check horseand-
buggypress.com to confirm exhibit dates and times. 

Community News

(continued on page 9)

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Jul. 1  First Thursday food trucks, 5 p.m., Oval Park

Jul. 4  July 4th parade and celebration, meet at  
10 a.m. at Oval Park

Jul. 5  WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Jul. 10  Neighborhood park cleanup, meet at 10 a.m.  
at Oval Park

Jul. 22  OWD neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Aug. 2   WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Aug. 3   National Night Out beer garden, 6:30-9 p.m., 
1110 Virginia Ave.

Aug. 5  First Thursday food trucks, 5 p.m., Oval Park

Aug. 7   Neighborhood park cleanup, meet at 10 a.m.  
at Oval Park

Sep. 2  First Thursday food trucks, 5 p.m., Oval Park

Sep. 6   WHH Neighborhood board meeting, 7 p.m.,  
details to be announced

Sep. 11   Neighborhood park cleanup, meet at 10 a.m.  
at Oval Park
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Development Roundup
On Ninth Street, desperate browsers are happy 
now that THE REGULATOR BOOK-
SHOP reopened after a year of pandemic 
curbside service only. The Regulator was one of 
a handful of locally owned businesses that trans-
formed Ninth Street from a somewhat worse-for-
wear mill village “downtown” in the late 1970s 
to the revitalized retail and restaurant center it 
is now. For nearly 50 years the Regulator has an-
chored the street. Today, the shop is witness as the 
Ninth Street evolves from a collection of funky in-
dependently owned stores to one where national 
chains are elbowing for some of the action. 

A case in point is the new STARBUCKS 
opening up in the long-empty space that once held 
Francesca’s. Starbucks is an international chain 
with more than 32,000 stores worldwide. The 
green lady is not new to Ninth Street  — there is 
a Starbucks in the Harris Teeter grocery store on 
the other side of the street. Literally next door 
to the new Starbucks is the established local-
ly-owned competition, TRIANGLE COFFEE 
HOUSE. Whether there is business enough for 
both remains to be seen, but the last time a na-
tional chain took on the local favorite on Ninth, 
the new Waffle House fell to Elmo’s Diner. The 
historic building with the new Starbucks has 
been renovated and space on all three levels is 
available for lease. 

A few steps north on Ninth, METRO 8 
STEAKHOUSE, West Durham’s traditional 
steak and chops restaurant, has decamped for new 
digs on Broad Street in the spot that was Watts 
Grocery for more than a decade. The space has 
been given a thorough remodel to make it more 
familiar to Metro 8’s long-time patrons. One rea-
son for the move was parking. On Broad Street 
near West Club, neighboring businesses seem 
to have a share-and-share-alike attitude toward 
parking. On Ninth Street, not so much. A couple 
of years ago, the city dropped its lease on the pub-
lic parking lot opposite the traditional business 
block. The folks who control the property, Chart-
well Property Group and Regency Centers, have 
now redeveloped the parking lot into a branch of 
Chase Bank. The same group also operates the 
rest of the commercial property, the Shops at 

Erwin Mill, on the west side of the street. Signs 
there make it clear that customers who park in 
their lot and cross Ninth to businesses on the 
other side of the street may have to walk home.

While we are at the Shops at Erwin Mill, a 
new business, L.A. BIKINI, recently opened in 
the space that was For Alma Home. L.A. Bikini 
specializes in hair removal for men and women 
using a cool sugar paste instead of hot wax. This 
shop joins a cluster of body care businesses oppo-
site the Harris Teeter including Pure Barre, Salon 
del Sol and Massage Envy. The new L.A. Bikini 
store is the latest of a small but growing chain, 
with shops in Cary and Chapel Hill.

Before leaving Ninth Street we should note 
one of the street’s oldest businesses, FIELDS 
24 HOUR LAUNDROMAT, has closed. 
The Fields family began on Ninth Street decades 
ago with a shoe repair shop and expanded into the 
laundry and cleaning business. The Laundromat 
shut down during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
did not reopen. Along with the former Metro 8 
location next door, the laundry space is available 
for lease.

Over on Hillsborough Road, the building at 
2408 that was home to A New Reflection Salon 
is vacant and available for lease. The building has 
had a recent facelift. Further down on Hillsbor-
ough, the CHICK-FIL-A at the Festival Center 
has opened to a roaring business. The company 
took advantage of the COVID lock down to 
demolish its old restaurant building in Novem-
ber and replace it with a new one that opened 
in April. The new store is very different than its 
predecessor. There is very little in the way of inte-
rior seating, and the emphasis now is on the shop’s 
drive-through business. There are two lanes and 
a covered area where employees with computer 
pads take orders and payment. Very efficient.

Finally, on Sovereign Street near Guess Road, 
Bill Flowers, the neighborhood’s favorite antique 
furniture repairman, retired in May. He closed his 
business, RIVER BEND STUDIO, and sold 
the building at 2122/4 Sovereign. River Bend 
was located in the rear portion of the building 
and ZARAZUA PAINTING  occupied the 
front part. Juan Zarazua and his team have painted 
and repaired dozens of homes in the Old West 
and Watts-Hillandale neighborhoods. The sale 

of the building on Sovereign Street resulted in 
Zarazua moving to new offices on Croasdaile 
Drive. Just what the future holds for the now 
vacant commercial building on Sovereign is un-
known. It is zoned general commercial, which 
would allow a wide range of retail, restaurant, 
office and even residential uses.

Neighbors Request Concessions for 
Northgate Mall
DOT DOYLE

Since Northgate Mall was sold to devel-
oper Northwood Ravin a number of years ago, our 
nearby neighbors in Walltown have worked to 
envision a redevelopment of Northgate that might 
mitigate the gentrification of the neighborhood 
and the displacement of long-time residents. To 
accomplish this, leadership in Walltown estab-
lished a community-centered vision for ways in 
which the Northgate property can provide the 
profit desired by the owners and support the 
interests of residents of this part of Durham. As 
reported in previous issues of Parade, the North-
gate Mall Neighborhood Council (NMNC) was 
formed under the leadership of the Walltown 
Community Association. The council includes 
representatives from Walltown, Watts-Hillan-
dale, Old West Durham, Trinity Park, Trinity 
Heights, Northgate Park and Duke Park.

After completing a clear vision statement, 
gathering survey information from over 600 
Durham residents to assess their reaction, and 
determining ways to engage elected officials, 
Walltown leadership held a press conference 
on April 24 to announce the results. About 80 
people attended including a couple of elected offi-
cials and members of the press. Information about 
the press conference, the survey and the vision 
statement can be found at www.walltown.net.

Northwood Ravin’s representative, Jeff Fur-
man, was not seen at the press conference, but 
on the following Monday he wrote to Durham 
Mayor Steve Schewel, members of the city coun-
cil and county commissioners stating in part, “this 
request for action needs to be directed to the City 
of Durham and its elected officials. Not to fel-
low private landowners.” He further stated that 
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Neighborhood
NMNC should work with the city “to change 
public policy to relieve gentrification and locate 
more affordable housing and affordable retail on 
nearby underutilized public land.” In a second 
communication between Furman and the mayor 
and city council, he said that Northwood Ravin 
is building a mixed-use center that is difficult to 
execute and “most jurisdictions beg for this type 
of development and incentivize investment and 
redevelopment of abandoned malls.” Although 
Furman and others from Northwood Ravin met 
with members of the NMNC in December and 
January, it does not seem that they are interested 
in engaging with the NMNC any longer. 

On May 10, the NMNC sent a letter to the 
mayor, and members of the city council. In the 
letter they outlined the work that has been ac-
complished over the past year, and submitted a 
list of requests:

• Add Walltown to the City’s Longtime 
Homeowner Grant Program (with no re-
quirement of proximity to City-led revital-
ization efforts) for tax year 2021 and extend 
the deadline until July 31 so that adequate out-
reach can be made to prospective applicants.

• Explore rezoning the property so that the 
developer has to comply with achieving both 
high density and public goods. There are many 
examples, both in and outside of North Caro-
lina, where local government, private devel-
opers, and community members have worked 
together to implement community-centered 
design goals, including the provision of afford-
able housing in a mixed-use development. This 
could mean instituting a development mora-
torium to allow time to conduct the rezoning 
and develop a plan for the site. 
And depending on the outcome of future con-

versations, the NMNC further requested that 
the city council:

• Refuse to provide any special accommodations 
or benefits to Northwood Ravin as they roll 
out their site plan for Phase One of the devel-
opment, such as tax breaks, paying for enhance-
ments to sewage or other utility lines, modi-
fying traffic patterns, expediting permits and 
providing fee waivers. If any unofficial com-
mitments by the city have already been made, 
these need to be made public and rescinded.

• Reject any proposal to rezone the property in 

a way that would increase the building height 
allowed (currently set at 50 feet). Based on 
conversations with their staff, it is likely that 
Northwood Ravin will apply for a zoning 
change to include taller buildings in Phase 
Two of their redevelopment. There is no 
reason to grant them this change if they have 
no intent of including any of the community 
benefits Durham residents have requested.

• Consider exercising the power of eminent 
domain to reclaim part of the property for the 
establishment of community benefits allowed 
under North Carolina law (statute 40A-3).
At the time this article was written, the 

NMNC had not yet heard back from the City 
Council.

Wetland Gardens Restored
CHRIS  FLANNAGAN

One weekend in April,  a few neighbors 
from WHH met with former neighbor Steve 
Hiltner at Indian Trail Park to tour three wet-
land gardens he developed in the late 1990s. As 
some of you may know, Hiltner is also the founder 
of the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association. 
Although he now lives in Princeton, N.J., he re-
mains dedicated to the maintenance of the wet-
land gardens he designed. During our rainy tour 
of the gardens, Hiltner identified plant species 
and explained that some of the species, such as 
silky dogwood and swamp sunflower, were be-
coming too dominant and limiting plant diversity. 
One of the gardens is becoming overgrown by 
blackberry and the very invasive multiflora rose. 
The ultimate purpose of the tour was to develop 
a plan to maintain the gardens and work towards 
redeveloping more plant diversity.

Beginning in May we started removing some 
of the dominant species and planting a wider va-
riety of native wetland plant species. This work 
includes digging up shrubs and plants, trimming 
trees, clearing dead growth from the previous 
season, planting new plants, and maintaining an 
obvious edge as a visual guide for the city mow-
ers. This work and continual maintenance will 
occur through at least the summer. Anyone in-
terested in helping should contact me at chris.
flannagan@whhna.org for more information. 

Pocket Garden Project Grows
FRED BROADWELL

Have you begun  to notice some changes 
in the vacant lot across from Cocoa Cinnamon 
on Hillsborough Street? After much planning 
and fundraising, a small pocket garden is taking 
shape there. 

Landscape architect and OWDNA board 
member John Wood began the process by cre-
ating a wonderful garden design. The design 
features native plants for beauty and pollinator 
habitat, as well as small lawns and benches for 
families to enjoy. For safety and to save money, 
we are keeping most of the chain link fence, but 
adding a new decorative gate to create a welcom-
ing entrance from the corner.

This spring we began to make some visible 
progress. Local artist/ writer/ garden guru Frank 
Hyman installed one of his beautiful custom moon 
gates for the corner entrance. We also began con-
structing garden beds and pathways. Artistry in 
Plants, a landscape design firm owned by neigh-
bor Wendi Gale, has been very helpful, provid-
ing pro bono assistance with the beds and paths. 
Many thanks to her hard-working crew. Also, as a 
result of the project, the city has planted over two 
dozen trees in the garden and on the surrounding 
streets. Thank you, City of Durham.  

In the next phase, we will complete the paths 
and beds and install plants and other features. We 
will put a call out at some point for plant dona-
tions and volunteer help in planting. Be on the 
lookout for that.

A big appreciation goes out for the generosi-
ty of the many neighbors and several local busi-
nesses who have donated. So far, OWDNA has 
raised more than $3,500 for the project. The 
association especially wants to thank Linton 
Architects, Inhabit Real Estate and Bull City 
Commons Co-housing for their generous gifts. 
To learn more, volunteer or donate, contact the 
association through the website or reach out to 
a OWDNA board member.

(PS: If you ever wondered why there is a 
vacant lot there, it is because long ago Oakland 
and Trent Streets did not line up. In fact, Green 
and Alabama didn’t line up either. When the city 
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got rid of the street jogs, aligning all the roads, 
it left several tracts of vacant land. And several 
opportunities for little gardens. 

Townhomes Move Forward
DOT DOYLE

Progress  on the development of 
the townhome apartments on Hillandale Road 
continues, albeit slowly. Recall that this project 
encompasses the property on the east side of Hill-
andale from just south of the interstate almost 
to Indian Trail, and it will abut the back line of 
the homes on Tampa Avenue. As was reported 
in earlier issues of Parade, neighbors worked for 
several years with the developer to achieve some 
concessions for this property. The City Council 
approved the rezoning for the 12-acre property 
in November.

In recent a communication with the build-
er, George DeLoach of Church Street Co., we 
learned that the site plan was submitted to the 
city in April and now the engineers for the proj-
ect and the staff in the Durham Planning Depart-
ment will engage in several rounds of conversa-
tions. DeLoach hopes to have site plan approval 
in December with the goal of breaking ground in 
early 2022. The site plan can be found at bit.ly/
ChesterfieldSitePlan.

The project will consist of 81 two- and 
three-bedroom townhomes that will be avail-
able for lease for an average rate of $2,800 per 
month. All units will have a garage, and almost 
two-thirds of the units will have front porches 
and garages at the rear of the unit that will open 
onto an alley. The three-bedroom units will have 
two-car garages. There will be an interior green 
space and a bioretention pond on the southeast 
corner of the property. The existing stream and 
surrounding trees that run along the eastern 
border of the property will form a natural buffer 
between the townhome development and the 
houses on Tampa. Our new neighbors living in 
these townhomes will enter and exit from a single 
entrance on Hillandale Road. Upon leaving the 
property, residents will only be able to turn right 
(north) onto Hillandale. 

While it will probably be almost another 
two years before we have new neighbors on this 
property, we look forward to seeing the prop-
erty developed in a manner consistent with the 
surrounding residential properties. 

Streetcar Memories in WHH
TOM MILLER

The Watts - Hillandale neighborhood 
began as one of Durham’s “streetcar suburbs.” 
The relocation of the greatly expanded Watts 
Hospital to Broad Street in 1908 and the cre-
ation of the country club and golf course shortly 
thereafter made it seem practical to extend the 
streetcar line down Broad Street and then down 
the middle of Club Boulevard. At the time, the 
area was outside the city limits and, in an era 
when a motorcar might cost as much as a house, 
the streetcar line was the key to suburban ex-
pansion. Durham’s developers did not miss a 
trick. In 1913, they platted “Club Acres”  — a 
hundred or so large lots along Club Boulevard 
 — and marketed them to Durham’s professional 
and business classes extolling the convenience 
of the streetcar and the clean air away from the 
smoky, grimy city. In 1914, other developers laid 
out new bungalow subdivisions along Engle-
wood Avenue. Lots sold quickly and construc-
tion began right away.

The streetcar system was operated by the 
Durham Traction Company from the turn of 

the last century until 1921, when its operations 
were taken over by Duke Power Company. It is 
no coincidence that the principals in the streetcar 
company were also some of Durham’s major real 
estate developers. The firm expanded the system 
steadily until its tracks extended outward from 
downtown to the big textile mill complexes in 
the “villages” of East and West Durham. On 
this side of town, the line came west along Main 
Street right past Trinity College and then made 
a loop on Ninth, Perry and Broad Streets. A ride 
on the streetcar cost just a nickel and the system 
was an ideal way of moving blue and white collar 
workers around the city. 

Lines also radiated north on Mangum Street 
to the new suburbs of Old North Durham and 
Duke Park and up Broad toward Watts Hospital 
and out to the new Country Club. Another line 
ran south to the permanent amusement park at 
Lakewood (where the shopping center is now). 
The company maintained car sheds and a main-
tenance facility there. Many company employees 
chose to live in the Lakewood and Tuscaloosa 
neighborhoods that grew up in the area.

Many years ago while some of the neigh-
borhood’s original residents were still living, 
I interviewed a number of them about life in 

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 5)

Trolley cars and their operators pose in front of Durham Traction Station in 1914. Photo from the Durham Historic 
Photographic Archives of the Durham County Library.
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the neighborhood. I asked them about riding 
the streetcar and learned that folks around here 
loved their streetcars. When the system pro-
posed to raise fares or reduce the frequency of 
service, neighbors delegated Sumter Brawley, a 
lawyer, state senator, and Club Boulevard resi-
dent, to protest to city officials. Sen. Brawley’s 
son, “Zip,” grew up in the family’s house at the 
corner of Georgia and Club. He remembered 
that neighborhood boys would lie in wait for 
the car as it rolled down Club’s gentle incline 
toward the reservoir. Just when the brakes were 
applied to check its momentum, the boys would 
spring out from their hiding place and knock the 
connecting rod off the transmission wire with a 
long bamboo pole. The car, now without power, 
would smash into the bumper at the end of the 
line giving the motorman and passengers a terrif-
ic jolt. Zip said the older boys were responsible 
for this mischief, but bamboo still grows behind 
the big Brawley house.

Grover Glymph was a young boy in the 1920s 
when his family lived at the corner of Englewood 
and Carolina Avenues. The Glymph backyard 
overlapped with the backyard of Doc Adkins 
who lived on Club Boulevard. Dr. Adkins was 
everyone’s pediatrician in those days. He kept a 
cow to make sure his poorer patients had fresh 
milk. Doc paid young Grover to fetch the cow 
from the cow shed in the morning and lead her 
across Club to the open field where Woodrow 
and Wilson streets are now so she could graze. 
In the afternoon, when Grover got home from 
school, he would go find the cow and bring her 
home again. The difficulty was that only the 
northern linear half of the street was paved and 
the street car tracks stood nearly a foot above the 
level of the unpaved southern half of the street. 
The cow did not like having to step up and over 
the tracks. I can picture little Grover tugging at 
Bossie’s halter to get her to cross praying all the 
while that the streetcar would not come along 
with the motorman franticly ringing the bell!

Ruth Dailey was Ruth Forlines when she 
grew up in the 1000 block of Broad Street. She 
lived nearly her whole life in Old West and 
Watts-Hillandale. She remembered that as a 
small child she would put pennies on the tracks 
to have them flattened by the wheels of passing 
streetcars. Crossed pins on the tracks would 
be fused into tiny scissors for her dolls. Later, 
she and her friend Idris Knox liked to take the 
streetcar into town to see a movie (they were 

silent in those days  — Douglas Fairbanks and 
Colleen Moore with her bobbed hair!) Annie 
Harrell recalled that when she and her husband 
Dewey moved to the 1400 block of Virginia Av-
enue, she felt lonely while Dewey was at work. 
There were very few houses at that end of the 
street in the in those days and she had no one 
her age to talk to. She would walk up to Club 
Boulevard to meet Dewey at the streetcar stop 
when the workday was through. On special 
occasions they would take the streetcar to the 
Lakewood Amusement Park to go dancing or 
roller-skating.

Duke Power operated Durham’s streetcar 
system from 1921 until the middle 1930s. It sup-
plemented the electric railway with motorbuses 
to reach parts of town beyond the tracks. The 
system was operated under a long-term contract 
with the city and the city council set the rates and 
decided where the tracks could go. Gradually, the 
city allowed Duke Power to replace the street 
car system with buses. It was cheaper to buy and 
operate motor buses than to maintain the aging 
railway system. In this way, Durham’s first com-
muter rail system passed into history  — but not 
entirely. Instead of pulling the tracks out of the 
streets, the city simply paved over them. Today, 
here and there, when road work is done, the old 
steel rails are unearthed.

Mill Village Stretches From  
Duke Gardens to Monuts
JOHN SCHELP

1892 was an important year in the 
history of West Durham, for it marked the twin 
arrivals of a struggling Trinity College and the 
Erwin Cotton Mills. The mills, in particular, 
transformed the “rough and roaring” settlement 
of Pinhook into a tidy mill village that stretched 
from what’s now Duke Garden to Monuts. One 
long-time resident told me that many of the neigh-
borhood’s oldest mill houses were built of planks 
from a sawmill that stood in the middle of the 
woods near Hillsborough Road.

In her book, Durham County, Jean Ander-
son wrote that the mill homes were, “clean, 
well-maintained, inexpensive (usually about 25 
cents per room per week), and convenient. They 
liked the sociability of the village. They had space 
in their yards for vegetables and flowers...”

Most homes sat at the front of deep, narrow 
lots. With porches near the street, folks could eas-
ily talk with neighbors walking by. When it came 
time to paint, the mills would move everyone on 
the street into other mill houses and paint all the 

(continued on page 8)

This postcard captures a view of Erwin Mill No 4, built in 1925, from a water tower located where the Hilton Garden 
Inn now stands. Today, this view would be of Parizade in Erwin Square. Facing west, Hillsborough Road is on the 
right and Main Street (not paved until 1977) is on the left. From John Schelp’s collection of vintage Durham postcards 
that was donated to the North Carolina Collection at the Durham County Library. 



8 • PARADE

houses at the same time. White on the outside 
and the kitchens were ALWAYS yellow or green. 
To this day, the grown children of mill workers 
refuse to paint their kitchens yellow or green.

When the N.C. School of Science and Mathe-
matics opened in 1980, the mills were still oper-
ating. When they had a shift change, they’d stop 
the looms. This created an interesting problem 
because stopping the looms resulted in a brief 
disturbance in the power supply, causing the 
school’s new computer machines to crash. So 
every afternoon, Science & Math had to take 25 
minutes to reboot their computers. 

Pending Bills Could Change  
Neighborhoods
T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  of bills pending 
in the N.C. General Assembly this session that 
could change local rules affecting neighborhoods 
across the state. Here are a few:

House Bill 794 would make schools a permit-
ted use everywhere and beyond the regulatory 
authority of local governments. What is meant 
by the word “school” is not defined in the bill. 
In most cities and counties, including Durham, 
zoning rules say where schools may and may not 
be located. The rules are designed around factors 
such as adequate space, parking, access, etc. 

House Bill 496 would restrict local govern-
ments from passing ordinances preventing prop-
erty owners from cutting trees down on their 
property. Indirectly, of course, the bill would also 
stop local governments from requiring developers 
to plant new trees. Most modern zoning rules, 
including Durham’s Unified Development Or-
dinance, have provisions protecting certain open 
spaces and trees. The rules also require planting 
trees in buffers, parking lots, and other situations. 
Old West Durham’s Neighborhood Protection 
Overlay and Durham’s new Expanded Housing 
Choices regulations require trees to be planted 
in some circumstances.

House Bill 821 would award attorney’s fees to 
anyone who successfully challenges a local gov-
ernment zoning rule or decision if the court finds 
that the rule or decision was inconsistent with 
the local comprehensive plan. If this bill passes, 
local governments might shy away from enforcing 
zoning codes or denying permit applications. This 
bill failed to make the “crossover” deadline in 
May. Certain bills that do not pass out of their 

house of introduction by the deadline cannot be 
considered for the rest of the session. There are 
exceptions to the rule and sometimes measures 
that fail to make crossover are revived by amend-
ing them into other legislation.

Senate Bill 349 and its companion in the 
House, H401, would make all housing types up to 
quadruplexes and townhouses legal in all residen-
tial zones subject to reasonable regulations. The 
bills would also allow accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs). Excepted would be neighborhoods des-
ignated as historic districts. Although the bill 
does not expressly say so, the provisions concern-
ing housing types and ADUs would not apply to 
neighborhoods with restrictive covenants against 
such uses. Alarmingly, the bill would also prevent 
local governments from “downzoning” develop-
able land in many situations. This means that the 
government could change the zoning only if the 
change increases the allowed intensity of devel-
opment on the property. Rezonings would be an 
“up only” escalator. These bills failed to make the 
crossover deadline.

Senate Bill 426 would authorize cities and 
counties to adopt inclusionary zoning rules — 
rules that would require developers to include 
low-income and affordable housing in new de-
velopments. This bill also failed to make the 
crossover deadline.

Whether any of these measures will become 
law remains to be seen.

Old West Durham Boy Killed 
In Action 1943
David Jackson Hardin was born in 1921. 
He was the second of five children belonging to 
Leroy and Pearle Mae Hardin. The Hardins lived 
at 1802 Perry Street during the late 1930s and the 
World War II years. David, his father, mother, 
brother and even his teenaged sisters worked at 
the Erwin Cotton Mill. The house they lived in 
near the corner of Perry and Broad Streets was 
company property.

When the war came to America in December 
1941, David enlisted in the Army Air Corps. Ac-
cording to his draft registration, he was 5’ 11” tall 
and weighed 185 lbs. His Durham High School 
yearbook picture shows a young man with dark 
wavy hair and broad smile — not handsome ex-
actly, but engaging. By 1943, David Hardin was 
a staff sergeant serving with the 8th Air Force in 

England. He was a waist gunner in a B-17 bomber 
his officers had given the unfortunate name “Miss 
Carriage.” On June 26, during a raid on the Luft-
waffe airbase at Villacoublay in France, Hardin’s 
plane was attacked by German Fw-190 fighter 
planes. With three engines knocked out and smok-
ing, the big bomber was seen to drop out of for-
mation and explode mid-air. Five members of the 
crew of ten got out and were taken prisoner. The 
other five, including David Hardin, were killed.

After the war, David’s body was recovered 
and returned to his parents in Durham. He is 
buried in the veterans’ section in Maplewood 
Cemetery. His employers at Erwin Mills not-
ed his sacrifice and that of 17 others on a bronze 
tablet mounted beneath the company’s flagpole 
in the center of the once vast mill complex. No 
doubt his parents and siblings paused there often 
to mourn the son and brother taken from them in 
his country’s service. In the 1980s, when the mill 
property was redeveloped into “Erwin Square,” 
the memorial tablet was moved to Oval Park 
where it is tended by the neighborhood. When 
next you pass the little monument, look for Da-
vid’s name. It is the last one on the left.

Hotel Defense Fund Still  
Seeks Donations
A developer’s  request to build a 95-
room hotel in the tiny island of land at Hills-
borough and Hillandale Roads is still pending 
before the Board of Adjustment. If approved, 
the hotel will rise 95 feet in the air and have 
signage at the top that will stay lighted all night. 
The property is so small there will be no room 
for meaningful buffers or screening. Neighbors 
living on Hillandale and at the ends of Lawndale, 
Englewood and Club Boulevard will bear the 
brunt of the impact if the project is not signifi-
cantly toned down.

The Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighbor-
hood Association is raising money to hire a 
lawyer to represent us in the case. While many 
neighbors have been exceptionally generous, we 
still need several thousand dollars to cover the 
anticipated cost. Please help our neighbors near 
the proposed hotel site. Make your check out 
to “WHHNA” and write “Legal Fund” on the 
memo line. Mail it to WHHNA, P.O. Box 3115, 
Durham, NC 27715. Thanks to everyone who has 
pledged or sent money.

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 7)
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IS ON…WE THINK
The National Night Out German Beer Garden is back on! Well, 
tentatively. Mark your calendar for the evening of Tuesday, Aug. 3 and watch 
the neighborhood lists and websites for updates. We are waiting for final 
clearance for the event and for instructions for managing it safely. As soon 
as we know, we will let you know.

The plan is to hold the beer garden at the home of Tom and Kim Miller 
at 1110 Virginia Ave. Look for the blue and white tent. There will be lots 
of German beer, German wine and Guglhupf pretzels. There will also be 
soft drinks, water and juice. Come meet your neighbors. The fun starts at 
6:30 and runs until 9 p.m. or when the beer runs out.

National Night Out is an event founded by the National Town Watch 
Association and is celebrated on the first Tuesday of August every year. 
In Durham the event is sponsored by the Durham police and sheriff’s 
departments and is meant to get neighbors together and build stronger 
communities.

ARTWALK RETURN PLANNED
The Watts - Hillandale and Old West Durham Artwalk returns 
on Nov. 7 for its 18th year, once again providing an opportunity for creative 
people to show and sell their artwork in the neighborhood. The Artwalk 
can always use help with publicity, registration, putting up and taking down 
signs, and other tasks. If you are interested in participating in or volunteering 
for the Artwalk, email Galia Goodman at galiaarts@gmail.com. She will 
begin contacting volunteers and artists in September.

NEIGHBORS MOURN LOSSES
Long-time neighbor RUDOLPH LEE EDWARDS died on Feb. 3. 
He was 82. Rudy was born in Rutherford County, but came to Durham 
50 years ago to practice law. He lived on Woodrow Street for more than 
30 years. Rudy went to law school at UNC and in his professional life 
handled everything from initial public stock offerings to murder trials. He 
loved Red Sox baseball and was a die-hard Tar Heels basketball fan. He 
proudly wore his vintage Carolina blue T-shirt on every possible occasion. 
He lived a quiet life, throwing up a hand to his neighbors when they passed 
by. He enjoyed his life in Watts-Hillandale while remaining close to his 
family in the mountains. He returned there for hospice care. He is survived 
by his sister, Jayne Wilson, and by three nieces.

EMMA FURST WIRTZ  passed away on Feb. 27. She was 89. 
Emma grew up on a farm in Pennsylvania. In the years following World 
War II, she was a fashion model and cover girl in New York. Emma used 
to joke that frequent stops to an ice cream shop near her East Side apart-
ment ruined her modeling career. Emma married her hometown boyfriend, 
George Wirtz. They made a home in Princeton, N.J., where they raised 
four daughters and one son. In 1996, George and Emma moved to Alabama 
Avenue in order to be near their daughter Elizabeth Wirtz. George Wirtz 
passed away in 2009. Emma loved her garden and her back porch where 
she would sit in the morning with a cup of coffee reading the paper and in 
the evenings on warm summer nights talking with neighbors and family. She 
was a strong supporter of the neighborhood and served on the Watts-Hill-
andale board for a number of years. Before the pandemic, Emma moved into 
assisted living back in New Jersey near another daughter. 

Neighbors join the families of Rudy and Emma in mourning their passing.

In May, neighbors 
enjoyed a magical  

afternoon of traditional 
music from the British 

Isles performed from  
a Rosehill porch. 

Neighbor Bob Vasile, 
Jane Peppler and Jack 

Herrick perform on 
 fiddle, guitars, whistles 

and other traditional 
instruments. Photo by 

John Schelp.

JUNE 2021  • 9



10 • PARADE


Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE  
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE EMAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG  
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. 

Please support them as they support us. 

900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701 
919-682-8978   -   mavsbbq.com

CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 
CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 

                       

               migformac 

 	       Make the most of  your digital world 

                                             Mig Hayes 
                                                              Tutor & Support  
                                                          Mac, iPhone, iPad,     

                                                    iCloud, software & more                

919-219-9563 
mig@migformac.com 
www.migformac.com           

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu 

Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 
Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alternations 

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer 

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY * 
Serving the Triangle since 1990 
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz

• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance

• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More! 

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

 

We partner with our clients to 
enhance and celebrate the  

human-animal bond. 
 

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 

Betsy Williams, DVM 

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD 
  

 

 
Offering acupuncture, therapeutic laser, and 

advanced dentistry services.  

Educating and empowering pet owners.  
 

 

 

 

919-383-5578 
www.westsideanimal.com 

 

New Pet Offer: 
$40 off first healthy-pet visit  

& one month FREE  
pet health insurance 

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

DURHAMʼS LOCALLY OWNED 
ART SUPPLY STORE

SUPPLIES & STUDIOS
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benbaker2@msn.com

JULY 4 PARADE IS BACK! 
(continued from page 1)

HISTORIC TREE CARE 
 

Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal 
Preservation, Surgery  

Training, Reports, Testimony  
 

FREE consulting:  Send images to  
historictreecare@gmail.com 

SEE  www.historictreecare.com 
 

FIND us on LinkedIn, facebook… 
919-906-0465 

 
                                                                                                         All We are Saying:  

Guy Meilleur, Practical Consultant 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist #SO-0284                                                Give Trees a Chance! 
Qualified in Tree Risk Management, Veteran Tree Care                                            

per! Carry your U.S. flag. Carry the flag of your family’s home state or 
country. This was important to Tom Walker, who wanted to stress 
the e pluribus unum idea, from many we are one.

Rules and requirements for our July 4 parade this year are sub-
ject to change. We will follow all COVID-related rules and advice. 
Please watch the neighborhood list and the website for last-minute 
instructions.

July 4 Flag Hunt Returns 
(continued from page 1)

they send in their lists. The flag of any country or state will qualify. 
The flag should be at least 2’ x 3’ in size and must be easily visible 
from the street. The flag you fly could have some personal or family 
significance to you — maybe the flag is of your home state, a country 
where you have roots or of a place you have visited. Maybe you 
just think the flag is kind of pretty. It’s up to you. You can display 
a flag from a pole affixed to your house or use clothes pins or even 
blue painter’s tape.

• Hunting for Flags — To play the game, make a list of the flags you 
see and the addresses where you saw them as you walk around the 
neighborhood. Please view the flags from the street. Do not enter 
people’s yards. Submit your list to Tom Miller at tom-miller1@
nc.rr.com, not later than noon on July 6. Please submit your whole 
list at one time. Prizes will be awarded to the participants whose 
list correctly identifies the most registered flags. Only Old West 
Durham and Watts-Hillandale residents are eligible to win. Is it 
OK to consult books and the internet to identify flags? You bet!

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.


