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DUKE ENERGY CHANGES SOME STREETLIGHTS
TOM MILLER

In the December issue of PARADE, we told you about the city’s recent conversion of 
old high-pressure sodium streetlights across town to more energy efficient LED lights. The 
move was undertaken with little public discussion and caught many residents by surprise. 
The new lights are significantly brighter than the old ones and caused some neighbors to 
complain that the LED lights shine in their windows and unpleasantly over-illuminate their 
yards. In response to the complaints, the city offered procedures to request a change in the 
intensity of streetlights. 

Residents living under or across the street from an LED 50 lamp (the lamps range in 
intensity from LED 50 up to LED 150) can request that the light be baffled or shielded to 
direct its light to the street beneath it and away from homes and yards. Many Old West and 
Watts-Hillandale neighbors took advantage of this offer and soon poles all over the neighbor-
hood bearing the lights to be shielded were marked with red tape (a delightful and one hopes 

Old West Beautifies Entrance, Collects 
Funds for Park
JOHN WOOD

If you have been on one of John Schelp’s Old 
West Durham history talks, you have learned that 
Trent Drive was one of the main gateways into the 
neighborhood prior to being cut off by the Durham 
Freeway. With the emergence of local businesses 
such as Cocoa Cinnamon, LocoPops and Smitten 
Boutique, this area has again become an important 
corridor and one of the favorite walkable places in the 
community. To help enhance the visual and pedestrian 
experience, the board of the OWD Neighborhood 
Association has been coordinating with Durham’s 
Urban Forestry Department to install a variety of 
ornamental and shade trees along the gateway.

We have also been working on a landscape im-
provement plan for a small parcel of city owned land 
adjacent to the LocoPops parking lot as an amenity 
for the neighborhood. The plan will focus on native 
and wildlife/ pollinator friendly plants to help de-
fine the area into a more user-friendly space support-
ive of the surrounding businesses and residences. 

To kick off the improvements, Artistry in Plants, 
a local design build firm, donated several hours of 
their crew’s time to start some of the landscape bed 
preparation. And as mentioned on the neighborhood 
email list, thanks again to everyone in the community 
who donated to the project! An especially big thank 
you goes to Linton Architects for their matching 
grant as well as generous gifts from Inhabit Real Es-
tate and Cocoa Cinnamon. We have now met our 
initial funding goal and other work on the garden 
will begin soon. Once some of the early work is 
completed, updates about donating plants, help with 
planting and any additional need for cash funds will 
be provided.

(continued on page 5)

Legal Fund Organized as Neighbors Wait for Hotel Hearing 
TOM MILLER

In previous PARADEs we told you about a developer’s application for a permit to build 
an eight-story Marriott hotel in the one-acre triangle of land surrounded by Hillsborough 
and Hillandale Roads and the ramp that connects them. The property is zoned for office-in-
stitutional uses, which can include hotels. In this instance, however, a special permit from 
the Durham Board of Adjustment is required because the proposed hotel is so close to a res-
idential neighborhood. Because of state COVID restrictions on contested local government 
quasi-judicial hearings, the hotel case is currently on hold.

To get the permit, the developers must satisfy the board that its project is compatible 
with its residential setting and they have taken steps to mitigate any negative impacts the 
hotel might have on nearby homes. Neighbors in the area are worried about the scale of the 
building (eight stories sitting on a ridge over the neighborhood), the lack of effective vege-
tative buffers, the light emitting from the building, its signage and its parking lot. The Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association set up a committee of nearby neighbors led by 
President Dot Doyle to negotiate with the developers. The committee has asked for changes 
in the height and design of the building, modified signage, subdued lighting, and other things 

(continued on page 12)
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ABE RUBERT-SCHEWEL, the son of Mayor Steve Schewel, and his wife LAUREN LEE SCHEWEL  moved into a house they bought at 
1309 Maryland Ave. with their little dog Lucy. They moved from Brooklyn, where Abe was an attorney and Lauren Lee was director of a program to 
get foster kids to and through college. Abe has joined the law firm of Tin Fulton Walker and Owen. His practice is in civil rights and criminal defense.

MEREDITH EMMETT and GALIA GOODMAN of Alabama Avenue said a sad farewell to their 15-year-old poodle, IZZY, in late December. 
Many folks have met their new puppy, ARTIO BLUE, who has already stolen hearts all over the neighborhood and who is doing pretty well at learning 
her manners. She loves meeting new people and their canine companions.

GUY MEILLEUR  and Historic Tree Care recently joined KAREN CANTOR  at 1515 Mountainview Ave. Guy joined the WHHNA Parks 
Committee to keep our neighborhood healthy, green, and safe. He and Karen perform Puppet-Tree edutainment for audiences young and old.

PHOEBE JULIET SANNER, daughter of former Watts-Hillandale kid LAURA CIOMPI and her husband, ROBERT SANNER, was born 
on Jan. 24 at 4:20 AM after a frantic “will we or won’t we get there in time?” car ride to Duke Regional Hospital from their home in Raleigh. She joins 
her big brother Malcolm, proud Nana Ellen Ciompi, doting Aunt Diana Ciompi, and the ever-present spirit of her recently departed Babbo, Arturo 
Ciompi. Ellen would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for the outpouring of support which has been vital to sustaining her in the 
wake of Arturo’s death….your love means more than you will ever know.

SIOBHAN and FRANCISCO OCA at 1805 Maryland welcomed their daughter Alma Margarita Oca this past Dec. 11. They would love to meet 
other new parents in the neighborhood.

After renting on Englewood Avenue for the last five years, ASHTON and ALEX MERCK are excited to announce that they will be moving into a 
new home on West Wilson Street. They are looking forward to watching birds and taking walks in a new part of the neighborhood.
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Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share? Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
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NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY HIKE TO BE 
VIRTUAL
Historian John Schelp will be holding his popular neighborhood 
hike through West Durham, East Campus and beyond virtually this year. 
The hike will take place over Zoom on Sunday, March 28 at 4 p.m.

Where was Wall Street? What’s a Pinhooker? How did the Washington 
Duke Cigar Stand get involved in a federal trial? Where did Madonna take 
early dance lessons? Why is Walltown called Walltown? Which famous 
songwriter was born behind Monuts? Where was the West Durham air-
port? Why wasn’t Cameron Indoor Stadium built on Ninth Street? Where 
was Kevin Costner spotted in his boxer shorts, near East Campus? What’s 
buried under Duke Hospital? Why do neighborhoods change so quickly 
in Durham?

To know the history of West Durham is to know “the ridge.” Main Street 
and the railroad tracks follow the ridge. Pinhook, East Campus, Erwin 
Mills, North Carolina’s first highway, Watts Hospital, the city’s oldest golf 
course, and West Campus were all located near the ridge. Schelp will nar-
rate us through the city, showing vintage Durham postcards along the way.

This time it’s easy to join rain or shine. A Zoom link will be posted to 
the neighborhood email lists before the hike.

E.K. POWE GETS RAIN GARDEN
JOHN WOOD

Over at E.K.  Powe Elementary,  you may have noticed some 
piles of dirt and construction activity in the southern play area. In case you 
were curious like we were, this is a sustainable stormwater management 
project that will improve drainage and enhance the usability of the outdoor 
play/ learning environment. The project features a curvilinear bioswale — a 
snake mosaic made with repurposed concrete that directs water into a large 
rain garden. The E.K. Powe PTA, Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association 
and Durham Open Space and Trails Commission are funding the project 
that is designed and built by Tributary Land Design + Build, who also did 
a similar storm water project at George Watts Elementary. 

WATTS-HILLANDALE MUTUAL AID  
URGES CONNECTIONS
THE WHMA TEAM

As we round one year of life during this pandemic, we are warmed 
by how much our neighborhood has come together. As of now, we have 
raised $18,700 from 461 donations and supported 22 families. Most of the 
support has gone to help with rent and utilities, as many of our requests 
have been people facing eviction or utilities shut-off. We have also brought 
nine loads of groceries, 16 bags of clothing, and furnished two homes with 
donated items. This is incredible, however, people’s need for help is more 
acute now than it ever was. We are receiving more requests than we can 
help and we have no more money in our fund currently to give out. As such, 
we are taking a pause on giving funds out. 

The pandemic is worse than it ever was and so are its effects. We, living 
in an American society, are taught to show individualism and not ask for 
help from neighbors and communities, whether that help is physical care 
or mental or emotional support. This pandemic has also turned us more 
inward and house bound. Yet, we are struck continuously by how caring 
this neighborhood is, do not forget that. COVID-19 is allowing us the space 
to redefine those individualist habits and think communally. 

It is for this reason that it is so important to have a support system. 
If you know your neighbors and your block coordinator, check in with 
them! Don’t assume everyone is fine week after week. If you are new to the 
neighborhood — welcome! Do find out who your block coordinator is and 
connect with them. If you live on a block with no block coordinator, connect 
with some of your neighbors informally and also consider becoming a block 
coordinator. You can fill out our intake form at bit.ly/whmutualaid. Many 
of our neighbors live alone and would appreciate occasional connection 
and support, assistance and even conversation. We are not through this yet 
and we cannot rely on the vaccine roll-out to carry us the rest of the way. 

PARKS COMMITTEE RESUMES
GUY MEILLEUR 

The WHHNA Parks Committee has reconvened with several proj-
ects active this winter. First, in response to the fallen pine tree in Oval Park, 
we looked at the other leaning pine trees. We proposed standard pruning 
specifications, so arborists can improve their stability while conserving 
the resource. We’re avoiding tree removal, because that always increases 
the risk of remaining trees. 

We also looked at areas for planting more trees and shrubs, to ease the 

Community News

(continued on page 4)

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Mar. 28  John Schelp’s virtual neighborhood hike, 4 p.m., 
Zoom link TBA 

Apr. 5  Virtual WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
Zoom link TBA

Apr. 22  Virtual OWD Board Meeting, 7 p.m., request 
Zoom link at owdna-board@gmail.com

May 3  Virtual WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
Zoom link TBA

Jun. 7   Virtual WHHNA Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m.,  
Zoom link TBA
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Community News (continued from page 3)

city’s maintenance of steep slopes and mitigate the drainage problems in 
the park. We agreed that a solution to the chronic drainage problems is 
beyond our present scope, but we will ask the city if there is a plan to 
address health and other concerns.

Belmont Park is scheduled by the city for development of walking trails 
and a pump track for bicycles. It has a canopy of maturing willow oaks 
in good condition. We proposed specifications for protecting tree roots 
during development. Nature Trails is the company designing and building 
this project, presently under city review.

North of the reservoir, there is a small grove of trees that the WHHNA 
previously adopted. We reviewed options for planting trees in the large open 
area adjacent to that small grove, to minimize the mowing responsibilities 
for the city and to mitigate the loss of almost an acre of tree canopy from 
the planned Marriott hotel across the street. With full sun and relatively 
high moisture levels, the site would be well adapted for many species, 
including fruit and nut trees.

A local source of native trees features cherrybark oaks, tupelos and black 
cherries. These suggestions will be forwarded to the city in a spirit of co-
operation, so the neighborhood can stay involved in the ongoing changes to 
our parks and open spaces, and maximize the benefits for our neighborhood. 

Residents can get more information on these projects by contacting 
committee members Guy Meilleur at historictreecare@gmail.com, Chris 
Flannagan, Kokou Nayo, Chris Moyer or Kevin Crofton. As projects for 
planting and other improvements are scheduled, they will be announced on 
the list serve. Experienced shovel operators will be welcomed! 

WHH NIGHT OF LIGHTS RAISED  
THOUSANDS
ASA EGER

Thank you for helping make this year’s Night of Lights a great and 
moving success. We were able to carry out a COVID-safe luminary distri-
bution and fundraiser and not even the weather could dampen our spirits as 
the neighborhood truly glowed through the mists on Sunday, Dec 20. The 
WHH Night of Lights raised just over $3,000 each for the Watts-Hillandale 
Mutual Aid Fund and for Urban Ministries Community Café from the sale 
of 760 luminary kits. The donation to the Watts-Hillandale Mutual Aid 
fund was distributed to two different families who had already reached out 
to us with needs, provided meal and gift cards during the holidays to those 
families we had already been supporting and completed two mini-grants 
that were already in progress. Your help, especially during the holiday sea-
son when COVID cases were spiking and government assistance stalled, 
was indeed powerful, immediate, and humbling.

OLD WEST NIGHT OF LIGHTS A BEAUTY
BETH PLONK

OWD celebrated its second annual Night of Lights the Sunday before 
Christmas, held in conjunction with our WHHNA neighbors. Our lovely 
old neighborhood was a beautiful sight to behold despite the drizzles. The 
board would like to thank all who participated. It was a great success and 
we look forward to continuing the event next year.

NEIGHBORHOOD MOURNS PASSING  
OF NEIGHBORS
Long time neighbor REBECCA CROCKETT died peaceful-
ly on Nov. 27. She was 94. Becky and her husband Alex moved to their 
West Club Boulevard home in 1964 and raised their family there. Alex 
worked for the Durham Morning Herald, eventually becoming editor of 
the Herald-Sun newspaper. Becky wrote for newspapers and worked for 
Blue Cross Blue Shield writing and editing the firm’s newsletter. She was 
a master gardener and was known for the many varieties of daylilies she 
grew in her garden. She volunteered as a teacher in a school program for 
pregnant girls. Alex Crockett died in 2014. He and Becky are buried in the 
Virginia mountains where they met and were married. Becky is survived 
by their children, Lucy, A. G., and Bruce, and their families.

Another long-time neighbor, LUCY HAYES, passed away on Nov. 
9, just days before her 98th birthday. Lucy retired from a career in nursing 
at UNC Hospitals. She bought her Englewood Avenue home 35 years ago. 
In it she presided over four generations of the family that she loved. She 
was a neighborhood institution, loved and respected not only by her own 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, but by her neighbors and their kids 
as well. Tragically for the Hayes family, Lucy’s son GRAHAM HAYES, 
also of her Englewood Avenue home, died on Dec. 7 of a combination of 
conditions and COVID. He was just 67. Graham was a veteran of the 
United States Airforce and worked for Mitsubishi in Durham. Like his 
mother, Graham was family oriented. Family and neighbors remember him 
as invariably gentle and friendly. Lucy and Graham are survived by their 
large family, many members of which called Englewood Avenue home.

WILLIAM T. DICKERSON of Indian Trail passed away on Dec. 
11. He was 98. Bill grew up in Durham and attended Durham schools. He 
joined the Marines during WWII. In the battle of Saipan, he led a handful of 
men to rescue the crews of two disabled American tanks who were pinned 
down by ferocious enemy fire. For this act of gallantry, Bill was awarded 
the Silver Star. Later, he was wounded during the battle of Iwo Jima and 
received a Purple Heart. After the war he returned to Durham and engaged 
in the banking and real estate businesses. From childhood Bill loved the 
outdoors and the natural world. He was a founding member of the Eno 
River Association. Bill and his wife Florence made Watts-Hillandale their 
home for nearly 70 years. Bill is survived by Florence and their daughters, 
Laura and Florence, and their families.

On Jan. 23, Perennial Avenue neighbor WAYNE LEE BRANDON 
passed away, a victim of COVID-related issues. He was 66. Wayne grew 
up in Walltown, where his mother still lives. He moved to Watts-Hill-
andale a number of years ago. Wayne was an expert auto mechanic and 
worked on his neighbors’ cars. They remember him in his blue jump suit 
throwing up a friendly wave to passersby on the Ellerbe Creek Trail at 
Albany Street. Wayne was devoted to his mother and to his son, Wayne, 
Jr., who survive him.

To the families of Becky, Lucy, Graham, Bill, and Wayne, we extend 
our most heartfelt sympathy.



intentional irony). Months went by, how-
ever, and no changes to the marked lamps 
were made. Finally, in February just as 
neighbors were beginning to complain 
on the neighborhood lists, Duke Energy 
installed baffles on many LED 50 lamps 
throughout the neighborhoods. 

Neighbors in the 2000 and 2100 
blocks of Wilson Street followed the 
more laborious procedure of asking the 
city to change their very bright LED 150 
lamps to the less-intense LED 50s. This 
involved getting neighbors in the block 
to join in a petition to the city transpor-
tation folks. Once received, the petition 
was turned over to the police who made 
a determination that the brighter lights 
were not needed for crime prevention. 
The 150s in these blocks of Wilson were 
swapped out for 50s in December. 

Folks in other blocks also asked that 
their 150 LEDs be changed to LED 
50s. At this time, the lights in some 
places have been changed, but others 
have not. The lights in the 2000-2200 
blocks of Woodrow Street are still 
150s — although it appears that some 
of them may have received baff les. 
The LED street lights in the Sunset- 
Delaware-Pennsylvania part of the neigh-
borhood were installed as 150s. Now the 
lights on Pennsylvania Avenue and one 
light on Delaware have been changed 
to LED 50s, but in the 1800 and 1900 
blocks of Sunset Avenue, the 150 LED 
lights remain. Changes were also made 
at spots here and there in other parts of 
the neighborhood. It may be that Duke 
Energy is still working on the requests 
they received. 

Interested in making changes to the 
streetlights near you? You can find the 
procedures summarized in a presenta-
tion from the October WHHNA meeting 
at www.whhna.org/watts-happening/
events/annual-meeting.

Spring in the Garden
MARCIA KIR INUS

It’s  easy to stay engaged in the garden at this time of year. The weather is cool and 
the promise of spring is around the corner. It’s time to clean away the mess of 2020 and make 
serious plans for 2021 by evaluating potential garden spaces. Where are your bare spots? Do you 
really want all that lawn? Garden your edges.

I particularly like to garden the edge between the driveway and fence of our property. Edge 
spots are usually the sunniest and they are the easiest places to water and access without trampling 
other plants. If you are gardening with kids, there’s no better place than the edge. In addition 
to the reasons just mentioned, the space is also defined and confined which gives kids a starting 
and end point. Even big kids like that.

I am a lazy gardener and prefer the “no dig” method of gardening. This style is more akin 
to a cat scratching in the litter box. Move a bit of soil around and drop your seed. Cover it up. 
Perhaps the only difference is that you need to add new soil. Every year I add a new layer of soil 
as the original soil gets compacted, erodes or depletes. I layer thick newspaper or cardboard on 
the surface and add two to three inches of rich soil or compost. From there I plant like a cat. 
Eventually the cardboard breaks down and the plant root system is allowed to penetrate deeper. 
It’s really that easy. 

Our last average frost date historically has been April 15. With our changing climate, the 
date has shifted to April 5. Planting most summer annuals in the ground soon after the last frost 
date is a good idea in the south. Even though the soil is cool, it warms up so quickly that seeds 
in the ground have a better chance of establishing strong roots before the intense heat sets in. 
For an abundant harvest of tomatoes and peppers this is definitely true as it is for annual summer 
flowers such as marigolds, cleome and zinnia.

Additionally, you can start your tomatoes and peppers under lights inside as it takes about 
eight weeks for those crops to mature to set out in the garden. 

The beauty of starting from seed is the opportunity to grow varieties not seen in the stores. 
The sheer abundance of plants for little cost is also satisfying. In the end I do all three. I start seed 
outside; I start them inside under lights and I also buy plants from wherever. You can’t have enough 
plants — ever. The more plants in the garden that you actually want, the less weeds you have. 

Continue to sow seeds outside of cool season crops such as greens, peas, cabbage, kale… You 
will be able to harvest right into our first true heat. 

As the spring bulbs bloom, take inventory of where the bald spots are. But don’t just take 
inventory, also purchase your bulbs for next year now. As a society, we traditionally buy our spring 
bulbs in the fall because we plant them in the fall. If you buy from a mail order house, they hold 
your bulbs until fall planting, so you don’t have to worry about storing them over the summer. 
There are other reasons to buy now. 1) Your real time inventory has you buying exactly what you 
need to fill in the spots. 2) There are huge discounts if you order them in the spring versus the fall. 
3) The inventory in the marketplace is greatest and you find varieties not typically seen later in 
the fall. 4) It is exciting to receive the bulbs in the mail you forgot you ordered months earlier. 
It’s like Christmas every time. Don’t forget to buy a few extra to bulb bomb your neighbors and 
friends. What fun to have something come up in the garden unexpectedly.

Get out there and get dirty. Move, breathe and soak in the vitamin D. Hopefully we can 
connect over the garden in the near future. 
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DUKE ENERGY CHANGES 
SOME STREETLIGHTS 
(continued from page 1)
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Development Round-up
O n  B roa d  S t r e e t,  THE LOOP  has 
opened in the space that was DeeLuxe Chicken. 
The interior has been entirely remodeled. The 
menu includes pizzas, salads, burgers and other 
items from the grill. The Loop is a Florida-based 
chain with restaurants at Duke and in Chapel 
Hill. Reviews posted on neighborhood lists so 
far have been favorable. On the other side of the 
same building, the rumor is that the former Watts 
Grocery location is soon to be a fine-dining steak 
place, but there is no confirmation on that. Work 
is underway in the space.

Just a few doors down, the PALACE  
INTERNATIONAL is closing after 14 years 
at its Broad Street location. Owners Caren and 
Maurice Ochola recently reported that their land-
lord has decided not to renew their lease. After 
adapting and struggling through COVID, the 
landlord’s decision was disheartening. With its 
welcoming atmosphere and menu of excellent 
dishes from East Africa, the Palace has long been 
a neighborhood favorite. The Ocholas hope to 
reopen in a new location in Durham. Their West 
Durham clientele share their disappointment, but 
are sure to follow them wherever they go. 

At the corner of Broad, Guess, and Sun-
set, renovation work on the Community Bank 
building appears to be nearly complete. New 
signage indicates that the building will be the 
new office of PINAM CONSTRUCTION, 
a Durham firm that specializes in structural and 
moisture-related problems in both residential 
and commercial buildings. Pinam also engages 
in regular building and development work. They 
recently remodeled and enlarged a house in the 
1300 block of Virginia Avenue.

Over on Ninth Street, MÖGE TEE  has 
opened in the space that was briefly the Snow 
Factory. Möge Tee was founded in China in 2012 
and since then has opened 300 shops in half a doz-
en countries and 11 U.S. states including North 
Carolina. The shop’s menu focuses on “new-
style” teas that include milk, fruit, yogurt, and 
cheese-foam teas, dorayakis, and soufflés. There 
are Möge Tees in Raleigh, Chapel Hill, Asheville, 
and now Durham. Also on Ninth Street, work 
is nearing completion on the new Chase Bank 

building in what had been a parking lot opposite 
the historic shops.

On Hillsborough Road, across from the 
Food Lion grocery store, INHABIT REAL 
ESTATE plans to build a new two-story frame 
office building behind the century-old house they 
converted into their offices several years ago. In-
habit’s principals want to preserve the old house 
and its yard and streetscape. Further west along 
Hillsborough, in the Festival Center, the new 
CHICK-FIL-A  building is almost finished. 
Those Chick-fil-A folks do not fool around. In 
the main shopping strip, AVANCE CARE, a 
primary care medical practice, has opened near 
Jersey Mike’s.

Cohousing Building Rises
TOM MILLER

The five -story,  23-unit Bull City Com-
mons cohousing project on Trent Drive near Main 
is rising quickly from the ground. From its begin-
nings four years ago, the project has been planned 
and guided by a core group of its future residents.

Cohousing is more than a condo project — it is 
a concept that involves a certain degree of commu-
nity governance and shared living. In some proj-
ects, residents eat together and divide up chores 
and other responsibilities. In others, the extent to 
which a resident participates in community life is 
more voluntary. At Bull City Commons, members 
will have fully equipped private residences, but 
will share in community dining, laundry, activity 
and garden spaces. While not the first cohousing 
project in Durham, Bull City Commons is the first 
cohousing project on this side of town.

The project includes one-, two-, and 
three-bedroom units ranging in price from 
around $270,000 for a smaller unit to more than 
$500,000 for a three-bedroom unit. At the time 
of this writing, only one unit remained unsold. 
The building was designed by Durham’s Wein-
stein-Friedlein Architects and consists of four 
floors of wood-frame construction resting on a 
one-level concrete podium. The podium will 
contain parking and lobby areas. Living units 
and more common areas will fill the floors above. 

Bull City Commons hopes to complete con-
struction in the autumn of this year. The project 

is located at the western edge of the Ninth Street 
Design District and is zoned Support 1. Design dis-
trict zoning was developed in Durham to encourage 
more intense development around planned com-
muter and light rail stops. The Support 1 zone rep-
resents a stepdown in development intensity from 
the core of the district surrounding the planned 
station site. Durham’s light rail program was 
brought to a halt in 2019 after a cascade of funding 
and design problems overwhelmed planners and 
their federal, state and community partners.

Developers Share Plans for  
Northgate Mall
DOT DOYLE

T h e  N o rt h gat e  M a l l  Neighborhood 
Council (NMNC) learned in meetings this 
winter that the group redeveloping Northgate 
Mall is planning a first building phase that will 
not exceed 50 feet in height or require zoning 
changes. Northwood Ravin’s current plans for 
Phase 1 include demolishing much of the mall to 
create a central green space surrounded by some 
retail space, as well as office and residential space 
with retail on the first level.

The neighborhood council met virtually with 
representatives of Northwood Ravin in Decem-
ber and January. The council includes represen-
tatives from Walltown, Watts-Hillandale, Old 
West Durham, Trinity Park, Trinity Heights, 
Northgate Park and Duke Park neighborhoods. 
The council was convened by leaders of the Wall-
town Community Association and has focused 
on supporting the strategic vision developed by 
a Walltown committee. Information about this 
strategic vision can be found at dataworks-nc.
org/walltown.

While Duke Hospital owns the former Macy’s 
building, in 2018 Northwood Investors bought 
the rest of the property including the strip of 
shops that includes Randy’s Pizza — nearly 60 
acres — for $34.5 million. The mall property is 
currently zoned a combination of General Com-
mercial (GC) and Shopping Center Commercial 
(CC). With this zoning, with a few exceptions, 
the maximum building height is 50 feet; therefore, 
we might expect no building to be more than four 
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stories tall. Since they are not seeking a rezoning at 
this time, Northwood Ravin can build “by-right,” 
and no public hearings before the planning com-
mission or city council are needed. The public has 
little political leverage in how this large urban 
property will be redeveloped. Building by-right 
involves only nondiscretionary site plan review by 
the city staff. Under site plan review, if what the 
developer submits meets the minimum require-
ments of the existing zoning, it must be approved. 

At the January meeting, we learned from Jeff 
Furman and his colleagues at Northwood Ravin 
that they plan to leave the existing parking decks 
(one near Macy’s and one near the movie theater), 
but to demolish most of the mall’s remaining 
buildings. An exception might be made for the 
Sears building, which might be refurbished for 
future use as office and retail space, depending on 
the needs of potential tenants. 

Northwood Ravin recently reported that they 
have partnered with a commercial real estate firm, 
CBRE Retail, to assist in the acquisition of re-
tailers and other tenants for the new Northgate 
property. In addition, they told the NMNC that 
Durham-based McAdams Co. will be the chief 
engineer for the roads within the development, 
landscape design company dwg. will provide the 
landscape design with an eye towards walkabili-
ty, and transportation engineers at Kimley-Horn, 
also with offices in Durham, will provide exper-
tise regarding traffic flow while considering en-
vironmentally sound development. 

Northwood Ravin hopes to submit plans to 
the Durham Planning Department in June to be-
gin the permitting process for Phase 1. Furman 
indicated that plans for future phases will be 
developed after Phase 1 has been built out. The 
NMNC is assuming that Northwood will seek 
a zoning change for later phases so that future 
office and residential buildings can be taller and 
thus produce greater density.

The NMNC has three strong interests for 
this project: the inclusion of affordable housing, 
a connection between the green space and nearby 
neighborhoods (particularly Walltown, so that 
it is evident that neighbors are invited to partic-
ipate in the amenities of the property), and the 
inclusion of community space either as a small 
stand-alone building or dedicated space in anoth-

er planned building or perhaps a library branch. 
At the January meeting, Furman said that afford-
able housing was dependent on sufficient density 
to make it economically feasible and therefore it is 
not possible in Phase 1. He said he understood the 
importance of connecting the green space with 
the neighborhoods and said he would work with 
designers to determine ways to incorporate that. 
He said that dedicated community space would 
depend on the types of tenants they acquire.

Duke Health owns the Macy’s building and in 
mid-January received approval for their site plan. 
In an email in early February, Dr. Monte Brown, 
vice president of administration at Duke Uni-
versity Health System, confirmed that the cur-
rent building will be demolished and they will 
“construct a new modern facility in essentially 
the same location but with an improved entrance 
and exit.” The new building will be three stories 
and at most 50 feet tall, about the same height as 
the Macy’s building, for a total of 225,000 sq. ft. 
of office and clinic space. He also said that they 
will not demolish Macy’s until they are ready to 
begin new construction, and at this time they are 
not sure when that will be as uncertainty due to 
COVID-19 continues. We have not yet learned 
exactly what clinics and offices will be housed in 
the building, but he said that the facility will be 
predominantly clinical, including both primary 
care and specialty services.

Hillandale Bike Path Project  
Moves Forward
BRANDEE GRUENER

P l a n s  to  a d d  a 10-foot-wide bike and 
pedestrian path to Hillandale Road are finally 
moving forward. The Parade last reported on 
the project in November 2018, when designers 
were finalizing the plans. But the project was 
held up due to a delay in funding from the N.C. 
Department of Transportation, according to Dale 
McKeel of the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Metropolitan Planning Commission. 

“The financial difficulties are related to 
COVID-19, Map Act lawsuits, delays in receiv-
ing federal funds to cover natural disaster expens-
es, and under-estimated project costs,” he said.

In February, the city requested approval from 
the state to begin right-of-way acquisition for the 
38 properties and railroad that will be crossed by 
the 1.1-mile pathway. Plans call for a 10-foot-wide 
multi-use trail on the east side of Hillandale Road 
from N.C. 147 to I-85. The sidewalk will be five 
feet wide on the west side running from N.C. 147 
to Indian Trail, after which it will expand to a 
10-foot pathway up to I-85. 

David Cates, the city’s project manager, said 
he expects to complete right-of-way acquisition 
in February of next year and to begin the bidding 
process after that. If all remains on schedule, con-
struction will begin in October 2022 and take 
about a year to complete.

Historic Nurses’ House Could  
be Demolished
TOM MILLER

A t  i ts  m e et i n g  in January, the Durham 
Historic Preservation Commission approved 
the demolition of the historic S. N. Slade house 
at 1300 Broad St. across the street from the N.C. 
School of Science and Mathematics. The house is 
listed as a contributing structure in the National 
Register of Historic Places application for the 
Watts-Hillandale Historic District. The house 
has significant condition issues and the owners 
do not want to pursue a restoration project. The 
property is zoned O-I, or Office-Institutional. 
The Preservation Commission delayed its per-
mission to demolish the house 90 days to give the 
owners time to explore alternatives to demoli-
tion. The commission can only delay a demolition 
request, they cannot deny it.

The house was built in 1921 for Starkie Nor-
man Slade and his wife, Lillie. Slade was in the 
plumbing business with the Paschall brothers, 
the leading plumbing contractors in Durham at 
the time. Originally, the house was a large fam-
ily home with a deep front porch, but by 1929, 
the Slades had moved to the house next door and 
converted 1300 Broad into a rooming house for 
nurses at the Watts Hospital across the street. At 
the time, the hospital had strict rules for single 
nurses and liked to have them close by in well-run 
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facilities. Mrs. Slade lived in the house with her 
nurse tenants. The city directory for that year lists 
six nurses in residence. At some point, the house 
was enlarged by raising the roof to provide a full 
second story and a part of the porch was enclosed. 

There were several rooming houses for nurs-
es on Broad Street opposite the hospital. Like 
the house at 1300, several were converted from 
private homes. Tobacco magnate and philanthro-
pist George W. Watts funded the construction 
of the hospital Staff House at 1222 Broad. That 
building is still standing. Over the years, the 
hospital changed its rules to give nurses great-
er freedom in their housing arrangements and 
the Broad Street rooming houses opened them-
selves to a wider clientele. Upkeep of some of 
the structures began to suffer. That is what hap-
pened to the house at 1300.

Like the hospital buildings themselves, these 
former nurses’ residences are a part of the his-
tory of the community. The current owners for 
the house acquired it only recently. They are not 
committed to demolishing the structure and are 
working with Preservation Durham, Durham’s 
historic preservation society, to explore ways to 
possibly save the building.

Street Obelisk Reminder of the Past
Standing forlorn not far from the “Wel-
come to Durham” sign on the edge of Hillandale 
Golf Course, a four-foot-tall concrete obelisk 
marks the intersection of Indian Trail and Bellev-
ue Avenue. The white paint and black lettering 
that once covered the old street marker is most-
ly gone now, but one can still just barely make 
out the street names. During the 1920s and ’30s, 
markers like this were erected at street corners 
in cities throughout the country to announce the 
names of streets to motorists and passersby. By 
the 1960s, cities with growing suburbs and wider 
streets needed a safer, more informative, and less 
expensive alternative to the old monoliths. High-
way planners adopted the current green metal 
signs on steel signposts as a national standard eas-
ily recognizable everywhere. The old concrete 
markers were considered a potential hazard to 
motorists and their relatively short stature made 
them hard to spot at congested intersections.

In Durham the old obelisks were systematical-
ly replaced with the new street signs, but some-
how the relic at the intersection of Indian Trail 

and Bellevue escaped notice. Indian Trail used to 
run west from Hillandale Road to Bellevue Av-
enue, which swept around and through the golf 
course in a wide arc. For years there were only 
three houses on the Indian Trail beyond its inter-
section with Arrowhead Drive. When Hillandale 
Commons was developed in 2000, the developer 
got the city to realign Indian Trail and to close 
the portion of Bellevue that ran through the golf 
course. The old Indian Trail right-of-way dis-
appeared and Bellevue became a dirt track used 
occasionally by golf course crews and a few jog-
gers. But the little obelisk remained, steadfast at 
its post, a reminder of times past.

When the Neighborhood was New 
W at ts - H i l l a n da l e  claims 1908 as its 
founding date. That’s when Watts Hospital 
moved to its new campus at the end of the street-
car line on Broad Street. In that year the most 
popular book in America was Winston Chur-
chill’s “Mr. Crewe’s Career,” a novel about big 
railroad’s influence in local politics. So you’ll 
know, this Winston Churchill was a very suc-
cessful American writer and not the future prime 
minister of Britain. The most popular song was 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” by Billy Murray 
and the Haydn Quintet. Of course, serious resi-
dential building didn’t begin in Watts-Hillandale 
until 1913. In that year the book to read was “The 
Inside of the Cup” — again by Churchill — the 
guy could crank ‘em out. The song neighbors 
cranked up their Victrolas for was “When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling” by Chauncey Olcott.

Old West Durham can claim 1892, the year 
Erwin Cotton Mills opened, as its beginning 
point. The company also started building work-
er housing at about the same time. In 1892, Mark 
Twain’s comic novel, “The American Claimant,” 
was a hit. Twain dictated the book entirely using 
the new-fangled phonograph. The song that year 
was the still popular “After the Ball” with the 
vaudeville hit “Daddy Wouldn’t Buy Me a Bow 
Wow” coming in a close second.

Neighborhood Highs and Lows 
Wikipedia declares that Durham lies 
404 feet above sea level. Of course, it is a lot more 
complicated than that. Topographical maps reveal 

that parts of the city soar to nearly 600 feet above 
sea level and that lower points fall as low as around 
275 feet. In the Old West and Watts-Hillandale 
neighborhoods, the range is tighter. The highest 
point in either neighborhood is just west of the 
intersection of Alabama and Englewood Avenues 
at 455 feet. Literally, everything is downhill from 
there. Other high points include the back yards 
of the houses on the east side of the 1100 block of 
Georgia Avenue at 440 feet, the little knoll on the 
south side of the 2000 block of Club Boulevard 
at 435 feet, and the intersection of West Knox 
and Alabama also at 435 feet. The highest point 
on the north side of Ellerbe Creek is the crest of 
the hill that rises just east of Alabama avenue near 
its intersection with Drake. That measurement is 
440 feet above sea level. 

The lowest point in the two neighborhoods is 
the bed of Ellerbe Creek. For its length through 
Watts-Hillandale, there is very little drop in el-
evation along the creek’s banks. The range runs 
from the mid-350s in the west to slightly lower 
in the east near Guess Road. While there is a 
steady gentle drop in the actual stream, the land 
a few feet on either side ranges in height from 
as low as 347 feet just west of the footbridge at 
Indian Trail Park to 370 feet near the footbridge 
over the feeder stream that joins Ellerbe Creek 
in the 17-Acre Wood. The lowest point in Old 
West Durham is near the intersection of Ninth 
and Green Streets where a tributary of Ellerbe 
Creek runs underground. The elevation there is 
368 feet above sea level.

In a walk of just a few neighborhood blocks a 
body can climb 100 feet — not enough to make 
your ears pop, but not a bad workout.

Old NC-10 Ran Through Durham
JOHN SCHELP

What do West Durham, New Bern and 
Black Mountain all have in common? We’re all on 
Old NC-10, the first highway to cross the state 
from the coast to the Georgia state line. Created 
in 1911, the Central Highway began at the beauti-
ful brick courthouse in Beaufort. Hwy 10 passed 
through towns like Goldsboro, Raleigh, Hills-
boro, Silva and Marble in the mountains. Shaped 
like a crescent on a map, NC-10 connected many 
of the state’s early mill villages, tobacco facto-
ries, towns, ports and railroads. NC-10 roughly 
followed what’s now the US-70 corridor from 

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 7)
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Beaufort to Asheville and the US-74 corridor 
from Asheville to Murphy.

“The magnificent state route number 10” en-
tered Durham via Angier Avenue, cut over to 
Main Street, passed the courthouse and Trinity 
College, turned right onto Ninth Street and then 
turned west onto Hillsborough Road. The weird 
zigzag up Ninth is because West Main, next to 
Erwin Mills, wasn’t paved until 1977! Plus sev-
eral railroad spurs crossed into the mills here.

In 1927, the federal government started taking 
over major state highways. Over the years, sever-
al sections were shifted to straighten the route. 
Today, you can still find segments of the Central 
Highway near Durham including Old NC-10 in 
Duke Forest — and even walk along the short 
compacted road at Bennett Place (the original 
route before being shifted a bit to the north).

Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association Membership Application

Member #1  Date 

Member #2  

Address  

E-mail  Phone 

I would like to help with:

qZoning and Land Use qHistoric Preservation qTraffic  qCOVID Mutual Aid qSchools

qWrite for Parade qParade / Flyer Delivery qParks qFourth of July qNight of Lights qOther Events

Memberships run from October to October each year. Annual dues are $6 per adult. Owners and renters equally welcome. Send this form and 
your dues to WHHNA, PO Box 3115, Durham, NC 27715. Or go to whhna.org and join via PayPal. Thanks!

WHHNA Membership Drive in Full Swing! 
Please join your neighborhood association and share in the stewardship of a great place to live. In these COVID-19 times much about life and living has 
changed, but the need for a strong, engaged, and caring community is as important now as it ever was. WHHNA has one of the largest memberships of 
voluntary neighborhood organizations in Durham. Let’s work hard to keep the distinction. Our strength comes from our numbers. 

Every year all memberships expire in October and we have to rebuild from scratch. We start asking for renewals and new members in September and 
continue to push hard into the spring of the following year. Membership is open to every adult who lives in the neighborhood. It doesn’t matter whether 
you own or rent, all are welcome!

So, if you haven’t joined or renewed since September, please, please, please fill out the little membership form included with this newsletter and send it 
in with a check for your dues. The cost is just $6 per person. Or you can join or renew online at whhna.org. You’ll find a membership form and a PayPal 
link for payment there.

Old NC-10 passes Erwin Mills and continues out to Hillsborough.
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Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE  
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE E-MAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG  
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. 

Please support them as they support us. 

900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701 
919-682-8978   -   mavsbbq.com

CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 
CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 

                       

               migformac 

 	       Make the most of  your digital world 

                                             Mig Hayes 
                                                              Tutor & Support  
                                                          Mac, iPhone, iPad,     

                                                    iCloud, software & more                

919-219-9563 
mig@migformac.com 
www.migformac.com           

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.

SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu 

Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 
Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alternations 

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer 

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY * 
Serving the Triangle since 1990 
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz

• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance

• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More! 

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

 

We partner with our clients to 
enhance and celebrate the  

human-animal bond. 
 

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 

Betsy Williams, DVM 

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD 
  

 

 
Offering acupuncture, therapeutic laser, and 

advanced dentistry services.  

Educating and empowering pet owners.  
 

 

 

 

919-383-5578 
www.westsideanimal.com 

 

New Pet Offer: 
$40 off first healthy-pet visit  

& one month FREE  
pet health insurance 

Part  & Parcel
Sustainable Products, Sustaining Community.

Part & Parcel is a package-free bulk goods 
market with a mission. We seek to reduce 
packaging waste, contribute to equitable  
food systems, and serve as a model of  
neurodiversity through inclusive employment 
and community engagement. Part & Parcel  
is run by the Autism Support and Advocacy 
Center, a nonprofit that has been serving  
the Durham community since 2008.

Bring your own containers, or borrow some of 
ours, to fill up on grains, beans, dried fruits, 
nuts, and a variety of other products for your 
home and body.

Follow us on Instagram @partandparceldurham

OPENING SOON
600 Foster Street
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Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

benbaker2@msn.com

DURHAMʼS LOCALLY OWNED 
ART SUPPLY STORE

SUPPLIES & STUDIOS

Legal Fund Organized as Neighbors  
Wait for Hotel Hearing 
(continued from page 1)

to make the building fit into the neighborhood better. 
Unfortunately, the developers have not made any significant 

concessions and after two meetings in the fall, have stopped 
responding to the neighborhood’s requests to continue negoti-
ations. Evidently, the developers prefer to fight it out in front 
of the Board of Adjustment rather than achieve a negotiated 
settlement.

Hearings before the Board of Adjustment are “quasi-ju-
dicial” in nature. The board sits like an administrative court. 
Witnesses are sworn and evidentiary rules apply. Contested 
cases involving legal and evidence issues require legal rep-
resentation. 

The neighborhood had hoped to avoid hiring an attorney 
to represent it in this case, but if the developers refuse to 
negotiate there is no other option. Anticipated attorney’s fees 
could run as high as $20,000. Neighbors nearest the site have 
already pledged $10,000 and the association has agreed to 
contribute to the cost. Still, more money is needed. Neighbors 
who wish to contribute to the neighborhood legal fund may 
make a check to “WHHNA” and send it to WHHNA, PO 
Box 3115, Durham, NC 27715. Please write “Legal Fund” 
on the memo line of your check. Thanks to everyone who has 
pledged or contributed. 

HISTORIC TREE CARE 

GUY MEILLEUR, BCMA #SO-0284 
WHHNA RESIDENT 
54 Years of Experience in Tree Care 

 
Inspection, Diagnosis, Appraisal 
Preservation, Pruning, Surgery  
Training, Reports, Testimony  

 
FREE consultation based on images sent to 

bettertreecare@gmail.com 
wwww.historictreecare.com 

FIND me on LinkedIn, facebook… 
919-906-0465 
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