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Old West Holds Annual Meeting, Elections
VICKY WELCH

Former board members and the new slate of members attended Old West 
Durham’s annual meeting on Oct. 22 via Zoom. Neighbors joined as well as speaker 
and historian Nick Levy, who gave a history talk and shared work being done by Open 
Durham. The members elected for the board were the same as last year with the excep-
tion of one. The board would like to thank Cathy Saylor for her service and wish her 
well with her future endeavors. 

The board members for 2021 are Emmet Furlong, John Wood, Chelsie Mitchell, 
Charles Kacir, David Eklund, Vicky Welch, Fred Broadwell, Beth Plonk and Beth Dray. 
Officers will be voted on by the board at the next meeting on Jan. 28. As a reminder, 
the board meets quarterly in January, April, July, and October. All are welcome. Email 
Owdnaboard@googlegroups.com to request a Zoom link for the January meeting.

WHHNA Shares Updates, Elects Board
DOT DOYLE

On Oct.  15,  more than 50 neighbors joined the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neigh-
borhood Association annual meeting on Zoom. The agenda focused on activities in 
the neighborhood, concerns about newly installed streetlights, and information about 
a proposed hotel at 3114 Hillsborough Road. A slate of 13 board members, including 
a few new members, was voted on and approved for the 2020-2021 year. The slides 
shared during the meeting can be found on the neighborhood website at www.whhna.
org/watts-happening/events/annual-meeting/.

The meeting began with neighborhood updates, like the limitations on celebrating 
Halloween this year and the board recommendation that everyone follow the guide-
lines set out by the governor and our mayor. We heard from organizers of Mutual Aid 
in WHHNA regarding ways in which neighbors are supporting each other both in 
Watts-Hillandale and across Durham as we contend with the ongoing impacts of 
COVID-19. 

In response to the many postings to the neighborhood email list, the board surveyed 
neighbors and sought information from the city about ways to mitigate the impact of the 
newly-installed streetlights. You can read more about this on page 7 of this newsletter. 
Also, Tom Miller updated neighbors regarding the likely development of a Marriott 
TownePlace Suites Hotel at 3114 Hillsborough Road, which you can read more about 

NIGHT OF LIGHTS IN 2020
ASA EGER,  CAMILLE WARREN AND SUNSHINE 

SATSUKI

It has been a trying year but our neighborhood has 
come together as a community, turned more towards one 
another, forged new connections and lifted each other 
up. Indeed, whether we borrowed flour from a neighbor 
or delivered groceries to someone, we have embraced 
mutual aid. It has been powerful and the bonds created 
will endure long past this pandemic. To add light and 
beauty to the neighborhood and raise money for people 
less fortunate, we will close out the year with our 35th 
annual Night of Lights celebration on Sunday, Dec. 20th.

On Night of Lights we line the streets with luminaries, 
brightening our neighborhood with the warming glow of 
candlelight. This year’s celebration will be done different-

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 12)

GIVE TO THE COMMUNITY CAFÉ
For many years, Watts-Hillandale has supported the 
Community Café at Urban Ministries of Durham (UMD) 
as part of our Night of Lights. In the most recent three 
years, our neighborhood has donated between $5,000 
and $8,000 a year, and at least one pick-up truck of 
non-perishable foods. We will not be collecting cash 
donations on Night of Lights as usual, however, the UMD 
Community Café will need our support even more this 
year than ever. As you know, they provide three meals a 
day, seven days a week, every day of the year for anyone 
who is homeless or hungry. They have continued to 
provide this opportunity despite the pandemic and the 
additional costs that result from extra safety precautions. 
The WHHNA Board encourages all of our neighbors to 
donate to this worthy cause, if you are able to do so. You 
can donate by sending them a check, or directly on their 
website at donatenow.networkforgood.org/UMDurham 
(mailing address is also on this page). To learn more about 
the ways in which UMD serves our community, go to 
umdurham.org. Thank you for your help. 
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JOANNA RUTTER, ANTHONY HARRISON and their poodle mix, PIP, recently moved 
to 2322 Stroller Ave. from Trinity Park. Rutter works in marketing and Harrison is a musician al-
ways in search of other folks to jam with (check him out at moptoptony.bandcamp.com). “This is our 
first home, so you may see us post on the WHHNA listserv a bunch asking for advice!” Rutter said.

CORA HIRSCHFELD  recently moved from the New Hampshire/Vermont area to 2017 
Englewood Ave. Hirschfeld does construction with Habitat for Humanity and is “so happy to be 
connected with this neighborhood.”

T h e  S A P P E N F I E L D 
FAMILY is happy to announce 
the newest member of the family: 
COWBOT. She is grazing in 
the front yard at 2511 W. Club, 
and you are welcome to stop by 
and chew the cud. CowBot was 
created collaboratively by several 
artists at Liberty Arts as part of 
the 2012 Cow Parade. Since 
then, she has been greeting folks 
at Morgan’s Imports but, with 
the closing of the store, was in 
need of a new home.

OLD WEST DURHAM

Officers will be elected at the Jan. 28 
board meeting.

Fred Broadwell  
ffbroadwell@gmail.com

Beth Dray  
elidray@yahoo.com 

David Eklund  
deklund@gmail.com

Emmet Furlong  
emmetfurlong@yahoo.com

Charles Kacir  
charleskacir@gmail.com

Chelsie Mitchell  
chelsiemitchell@outlook.com

Beth Plonk  
bewellnownc@gmail.com

Vicky Welch  
vickyw1961@gmail.com

John Wood  
johnw@clinedesignassoc.com

WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE

PRESIDENT: 
Dot Doyle  
919-286-3306 
dot.doyle@whhna.org 
2311 Woodrow St.

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Heather Gudac  
919-696-4535 
heather.gudac@whhna.org 
2307 Alabama Ave.

TREASURER: 
Jennifer Wood  
919-597-8027 

jennifer.wood@whhna.org 
2400 Tampa Ave.

DIRECTORS: 
Victoria Arrivillaga   
victoria.arrivillaga@whhna.org 
2300 Tampa Ave.

Kevin Crofton  
kevin.crofton@whhna.org 
2311 Wilson St. 

Chris Flannagan  
chris.flannagan@whhna.org 
1404 Oakland Ave.

Rubén Gonzalez 
919-699-0991 
ruben.gonzalez@whhna.org

Jamie Gruener 
919-624-9760 
jamie.gruener@whhna.org 
2410 W. Club Blvd.

Tom Miller 
919-599-7618 
tom.miller@whhna.org 
1110 Virginia Ave.

Kokou Nayo 
773-316-1466 
kokou.nayo@whhna.org

Christopher Moyer 
561-632-7316  
christopher.moyer@whhna.org 
1702 Meeting St.

Fred Peterson 
fred.peterson@whhna.org 
West Club Blvd.

Perry Whitted 
919-323-7523 
perry.whitted@whhna.org 
1705 Maryland Ave.

2020–2021 NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor or do you have good news to share? Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

Dec. 20  Neighborhood Night of Lights, 
from dusk until the candles 
burn out

Dec. 20  Rain date for Night of Lights

Jan. 4  Virtual WHHNA Board  
Meeting, 7–9 p.m., details TBA

Jan. 28  Virtual OWD Board Meeting, 
7 p.m., request Zoom link  
at Owdnaboard@ 
googlegroups.com

Feb. 1   Virtual WHHNA Board  
Meeting, 7–9 p.m., details TBA

Mar. 1   Virtual WHHNA Board  
Meeting, 7–9 p.m., details TBA

Upcoming  
Neighborhood 
Meetings and 
Events
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DONATE TO EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
CAMILLE WARREN

In June of this year, Watts-Hillandale Mutual Aid started a work-
ing group to provide emergency relief for unmet needs of families experi-
encing significant job loss due to COVID-19. Since then, we have launched 
a fund and held in care nine families from all over Durham, including right 
here in Watts-Hillandale. Because of your generous support, we were able 
to provide meals for two weeks to a family who contracted COVID-19, 
seven loads of emergency groceries, four bags of clothing for children and 
nearly $10,000 in emergency relief funds. Families have used the emergency 
relief funds to pay for rent, utility bills, and life-saving medicine and medical 
supplies. In addition to the emergency relief, we connected each family to 
longer-term supports customized to their unique circumstances. 

Nine families may not seem like a lot in the face of so many who are 
struggling at this time, but this support was truly life-changing for those 
families. For them, it meant avoiding eviction and homelessness, accessing 
internet for remote school, keeping the power on, and, in some cases, eating 
a full meal for the first time in weeks. As one of the coordinators shared, 
“She said speaking to us felt like a huge weight had lifted off her shoulders. 
She sent many blessings to our neighborhood and was ever so grateful that 
we will help.” You made that happen; your contributions brought comfort 
and security to members of our community who are unfairly bearing more 
of the burden of this crisis. Thank you for showing up and putting your 
values into action. 

We are still raising funds to provide the emergency relief mini-grants 
and we are halfway to our goal of $10,000. Each family who connects with 
us may receive up to $1,000 in support. We do an intake interview and 
decide collectively as a team how best to provide support to each family 
who reaches out. If you would like to make a tax-deductible gift, please 
visit gf.me/u/ysv9m9. If you or someone you know is in need of emergency 
support, please reach out to wattshillandalemutualaid@gmail.com. (Note 
that for donors for whom we have contact information, we will provide 
an email with details about your gift(s) in December for tax purposes.) 

Also, as we enter the season of winter celebrations, we are providing a 
few special offerings to each family in our network. For celebrations such 
as Yule, Christmas, Kwanzaa and Chanukah, we will coordinate an anon-
ymous gift drive for each family and provide support for their holiday feast. 
We are still working out the details for the gift drive with our families; be 
on the lookout for more details very soon. If you would like to give a gift 
to support these special holiday offerings, please email Camille Warren 
directly (camwarre@gmail.com). 

WEEKLY FOOD COLLECTIONS CONTINUE
L IZ  WILDERMANN (OWD)  AND BETSY BARTON (WHH)

So many people all over Durham are food-insecure. There 
are many ways for us all to help and I know that we all have been doing 
what we can. We also realize that this effort to support our community in 
Durham needs to be concerted and sustainable. 

Someone brought to our attention a patient at Lincoln Community 
Health Center who had only crackers to feed her family. Believers United 
for Progress, a community food pantry connected to the Food Bank of NC, 
is collecting donations to support patients at the Lincoln Community Health 
Center and others in the Hayti community.

This is where our neighborhoods come in! Every Saturday, we deliver 
food and masks to this group so that no family is turned away. The biggest 
need is for food that can be easily heated up, like canned lasagna. Food can 
be in cans, boxes or other unbreakable containers. Examples include beans, 
mac and cheese, canned tuna, soup, kid-friendly foods like spaghetti-Os, and 
peanut butter. Masks can be bought or sewn. The next time you go shopping, 
consider picking up a few additional items for Believers United for Progress.

The drop-off in Old West Durham is 1020 Oakland Ave. on the side 
porch. The drop-off in Watts Hillandale is 2018 Woodrow St.

If you don’t want to shop or drop food off, there are other ways to sup-
port Believers United for Progress. You can donate money through PayPal 
(at paypal.me/bb3579) to Betsy Barton, the coordinator of this food effort, 
who will use all donations to purchase food at Costco and bring it to Be-
lievers United for Progress. You also can reach out to the staff at Believers 
United for Progress to ask how to volunteer. 

For questions about this community food pantry effort or other questions 
about Believers United for Progress, contact Betsy Barton at bb3579@
frontier.com or visit. Many, many thanks to the wonderful, generous people 
of our neighborhoods. 

NEIGHBOR CYNTHIA DE MIRANDA WINS 
COVETED PRESERVATION AWARD
A big shout out goes to Cynthia de Miranda whose firm, MdM His-
torical Consultants, won this year’s Robert E. Stipe Professional Award 
from the Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina. The Stipe 
award is the highest honor presented to professionals who demonstrate an 
outstanding commitment to historic preservation. Cynthia and her partner, 
former neighbor Jennifer Martin, formed MdM in 2008. They consult with 
governments, property owners, and community groups all over the state 
about how to preserve historic architecture and public history.

NEIGHBOR RECOGNIZED IN  
INTERNATIONAL PHOTO AWARDS
Neighborhood photographer Martha Hoelzer received hon-
orable mention in this year’s International Photography Awards for her 
project “What Lies Beneath: Traumatic Brain Injury.” 

“When I started this project, I had one goal in mind, to help others bet-
ter understand what they cannot see beneath the surface as how someone 
actually sees visually,” said Hoelzer, who lives on Sprunt Avenue. “Folks 
may look completely normal from a brain injury, but their visual system is 
impacted in such a way that it unleashes havoc on their entire body in ways 
we cannot imagine.”

Community News

(continued on page 4)
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Community News (continued from page 3)

The International Photography Awards conducts an annual competition 
for professional, amateur, and student photographers, this year judging 
13,000 entries from 120 countries. You can see the “What Lies Beneath” 
gallery at www.whatliesbeneathconcussion.com. Congratulations, Martha!

WOODARD RE-ELECTED TO NC SENATE
TOM MILLER

Congratulations  to  Woodrow Street  neighbor Mike 
Woodard for his resounding victory at the polls in November. Woodard 
was re-elected as our District 22 North Carolina state senator. Woodard 
was first elected to the senate in 2012. This next term will be his fifth. His 
district has shifted during his time in office and now covers all of Person 
and Granville Counties and the northern part of Durham County includ-
ing both Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham. Before moving to the 
Senate, Woodard served on the Durham city council. Woodard is widely 
acknowledged to be a thoughtful, dedicated and effective legislator.

BUY NEIGHBORHOOD T’S FOR GIFTS
Is  really a great idea as long as the garment is a neighborhood 
T-shirt! If you don’t know just the right gift to give, we do. Everybody 
smiles when you give them a neighborhood T. The shirts are soft, all-cotton 
mostly, and of the finest quality. There are different designs to choose from 
and there is a shirt to fit every neighbor from junior to grandpa. If you roll 
one up tightly and put a bright holiday ribbon around it, a neighborhood 
T will neatly fill the toe of a stocking and still leave room for the tanger-
ine and candy on top! Imagine your family’s delight! Both Old West and 
Watts-Hillandale have T-shirts for sale and it’s perfectly acceptable to 
live in one neighborhood and wear the T-shirt of the other. Neighborhood 
cross-dressing is not just allowed but encouraged. Shirts are just $15 each. 
For an Old West Durham shirt, e-mail Vicky Welch at vickyw1961@
gmail.com. For a Watts-Hillandale shirt, e-mail Tom Miller. His address 
is tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. And Watts-Hillandale has nifty ball caps too! 
They are also just $15. Tom will fix you up with one.

HALLOWEEN BOO (HOO)
For 20 years,  trick-or-treaters and their parents from all over town 
have flocked to Club Boulevard in Watts-Hillandale for fun and candy. 
Neighbors decorate their houses and family and friends gather on porches 
to share in the fun. It was not unusual for Club Boulevard homes to have 
more than 2,000 trick-or-treaters between 5:30 and 9 p.m. 

But in 2020, with the coronavirus surging in a deadly worldwide pan-
demic, a normal Watts-Hillandale Halloween was out-of-the question. 
Working with our neighbor and Mayor Steve Schewel, the Watts-Hillan-
dale Neighborhood Association and other neighborhoods decided to put 
the brakes on traditional Halloween festivities. It was a hard decision to 
make. No one loves the Club Boulevard tradition better than the mayor, but 
it was the correct decision. This year the neighborhood put out no cones 
and hired no police for safety. The neighborhood association leafleted Club 
neighbors asking their cooperation and forbearance. Signs were posted 

along the street apologizing to the families who did show up. 
Our 2020 Halloween did not go away completely. Here and there 

smaller, well-masked and safely social-distanced events did happened. 
On side streets, beautifully carved jack-o-lanterns still shone in the night. 
The celebration was adapted and subdued, but not gone. Let’s all hope we 
can do Halloween up big again next year!

WHH MOURNS THREE NEIGHBORS
Virginia Avenue neighbor ELLIE MAZACK died of cancer 
on June 3. At the time of her death she was living in Wisconsin to be near 
her family. Ellie was born in Frankfurt, Germany, in 1935. Her childhood 
was shaped by World War II. In 1954, she met and married her husband 
John Mazack, a U. S. soldier stationed in Germany. In 1962, the Mazacks 
moved to the United States where they raised their four daughters in rural 
Pennsylvania. In the 1970s, Ellie moved to Durham where she lived and 
worked for many years. She loved animals and was a dedicated horsewoman. 
She loved her many friends and trips to the beach. She was always interest-
ed in the neighborhood beer garden and enjoyed talking about beer from 
Frankfurt. Ellie was predeceased by her husband John. She is survived by 
her daughters, Sylvia, Evelyn, Winkie, and Kathryn and their families. Her 
ashes will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery.

On Sept. 12, our neighbor DR. KENDALL CARNES WARDEN 
passed away surrounded by her family. She was only 61. In her student days 
she was an equestrian, mountain climber and cheerleader. Her calling was 
service to children and people with special needs. She began her working 
life as a special education teacher and in time she became a physician. In the 
1990s, she and her family moved to Durham where she dedicated herself to 
the practice of child and adolescent psychiatry. Kendall was a founder and 
the executive medical director for a nonprofit that provided mental health 
and substance abuse service for underserved communities in the Triangle 
area. She retired in 2013 to pursue a wide range of interests including paint-
ing, coin collecting, poetry and interior design. Kendall is survived by her 
husband of 38 years, Dennis Warden, and their sons, Mark and Nathan. A 
memorial service for Kendall will be held at St. Luke’s Church when the 
risks from COVID are over.

FAYE WEAVER of Virginia Avenue died at the age of 84 on Nov. 
15. Faye lived most of her life in Watts-Hillandale. When she was born, her 
family lived on Englewood Avenue. The Weavers later moved to Virginia 
Avenue. As an adult, Faye lived in the house next door to her parents. Her 
father, Joseph Weaver, was a jeweler who operated his own store, Weaver’s 
Jewelers, downtown and at Lakewood Shopping Center. Faye grew up to 
become a jeweler herself. In time she succeeded her parents in managing 
the family shop. Many Durham couples today wear the wedding rings that 
Faye helped them select. Her neighbor Tom Miller remembers asking Faye 
to polish and size his grandmother’s engagement ring before he proposed to 
his wife Kim more than 40 years ago. Faye was among the first to join the 
Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association and participated 
in all of the neighborhood’s events and traditions. Faye is survived by her 
husband, Stanley Muse and her sisters, Linda Weaver Scott and Nancy 
Weaver Hamilton, and their families.

To the families of Kendall, Ellie and Faye go their neighbors’ most heart-
felt sympathies.
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on page 6. 
Treasurer Jennifer Wood updated us on the status 

of the neighborhood’s finances and Vice President 
Heather Gudac, representing the nominating com-
mittee, presented a slate of candidates for the 2020-
2021 Board of Directors. The slate was approved 
by those in attendance. We would like to thank the 
board members who rotated off. We appreciate the 
contributions of Bo Harriss, who served as treasurer 
for several years; Jerri Plummer, who was secretary 
in 2020; and Patti Harding, who with Jerri Plum-
mer led the neighborhood efforts in our parks. 

Board member Kevin Crofton moved into the 
role of secretary for 2021, while Fred Peterson, 
Christopher Moyer and Victoria Arrivillaga joined 
as new members of the board of directors for the 
upcoming year. 

Arrivillaga moved to Durham 21 years ago from 
Guatemala. She is a mother of two. As a social work-
er in her country she founded a Cooperative Span-
ish School with community projects like latrines, 
improving stoves, and an after-school program for 
children. She has been working for local organiza-
tions like the YMCA, Catholic Social Charities, El 
Centro Hispano, Carolina Friends School, and in the 
last four years for Book Babies of Book Harvest NC. 

Moyer and his family moved to Durham in search 
of a strong sense of community, quality public educa-
tion for his children, evolving culture and an outdoor 
lifestyle. The heart, passion, and energy of the people 
of Watts-Hillandale has enlivened him with a desire 
to be an advocate for his neighborhood. He recently 
transitioned from restaurant and bar management to 
become a real estate agent with INHABIT. 

Peterson and his wife, Kathy Carter, have lived 
in the neighborhood since 1989. He is a retired actu-
ary (don’t ask) and plans to spend all his retirement 
years in the neighborhood. He has served on the 
board of Preservation Durham and is interested in 
preserving the historic character of the neighbor-
hood. He loves the neighborhood for its visual ap-
peal, the community spirit from engaged neighbors, 
and easy availability of borrowed tools. Other key 
issues for him are traffic and beautification (picking 
up litter and clearing storm drains).

Despite the fact that the meeting was held vir-
tually rather than our usual in-person meeting, we 
kept up the tradition of having door prizes. Special 
thanks to Tom Miller for providing the prizes in-
cluding hammers, tape measures, WHHNA T-shirts, 
and other prizes too wonderful to mention here! 
All the winners were particularly glad they came 
to the meeting!

Garden Smarter Using  
Hardiness/Heat Zone Maps
MARCIA KIR INUS

The seasoned gardener plants by the calendar and by the weather. With 
our climate getting warmer, the ritualistic and intuitive nature of our gardening tasks 
make us question if what we are doing makes any sense. Instead of feeling defeated, 
garden smarter. 

When confronted with a new plant purchase, there are two numbers that help to 
make a knowledgeable decision: 1) the United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Plant Hardiness Zone and 2) the American Horticultural Society of America (AHS) 
Heat Zone. These are two very different maps that together give us a better idea of what 
type of climate a plant might be able to tolerate. Both have similar numbering systems 
with 12 climate zones; Zone 1 on both maps is Alaska and Zone 12 is south of Florida. 

Most gardeners are familiar with the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone. That number 
tells us how low we can go before a plant dies. In Durham we are in Hardiness Zone 
7b, which means plants can tolerate temperatures as low as 5-10 F. Within the past 
few years, we have witnessed our climate shifting and the hardiness scale moving from 
the cooler Zone 7 to a warmer 7b. Unfortunately, we are quickly creeping on Zone 8. 
Apex, for example, is already in Zone 8.

The AHS Heat Zone Number indicates a plant’s heat tolerance. This is the tem-
perature at which the plant begins to suffer and is unable to process water fast enough 
to maintain its normal functions. If a plant is exposed to too much heat, the stress signs 
are subtle. Plants may stop blooming, their leaves may turn pale, and they may become 
more susceptible to pests. This slow death can linger on for years and is the kind of 
death that often leaves the gardener feeling responsible and asking the question,” What 
have I done wrong?”

In Durham, we are in Heat Zone 7. This means that plants in our area are normally 
exposed to temperatures above 86 F for 61 to 90 days of the year. A good way to rep-
resent our growing zone in Durham would be in the format 7b/7: 7b is our hardiness 
zone and 7 is our heat zone. 

For example, Lycoris radiata (also known as naked ladies or red spider lilies) may be 
labeled 7-10/10-7 (winter hardy in Zones 7-10 and heat tolerant in Zones 10-7). Gardenia 
jasminoides ‘August Beauty’ is listed as 8 – 11/12 – 8. The low hardiness number of 8 
suggests that this variety needs more heat than our Zone 7b allows. A better variety of 
the same gardenia, ‘Frostproof,’ is listed as 7-10/12-8 and would work better. 

Because heat zone ratings are relatively new, not many nursery plant labels include it 
yet. This should change as thousands of garden plants have been coded for heat tolerance. 
One useful site that lists AHS Heat Zones for plants is www.learn2grow.com/plants.

For plant fitness, there are other factors to consider when choosing a location. The 
amount of water, light, or air circulation a plant receives is also important. For exam-
ple, placing a full-sun plant in a morning-sun only location might be appropriate if you 
are in the plant’s hottest recommended heat zone. Furthermore, because on a hot day 
fast-moving air can quickly dehydrate a plant, taking fences or other structures into 
consideration, or even planting hedges to cut down on rapid air flow, can be helpful 
strategies in a challenging climate.
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Development Roundup
This time we’ll begin our roundup on 
Broad Street, but with bad news. Another legacy 
local business, ARETE FRAME GALLERY 
at 717 Broad St., has closed. Arete opened at the 
same number on Iredell Street more than 30 years 
ago. In those years owners Holly and Redouane 
Berzerga developed a loyal following. The busi-
ness moved to Broad Street in the last few years. 
It is unknown whether the business will reopen 
in a new location. 

Further north on Broad Street, in the old Co-
lonial Stores supermarket building, the space that 
until recently was DEELUXE CHICKEN 
will soon hold THE LOOP, a pizza and burger 
restaurant. The space is being remodeled now to 
better accommodate interior seating and rework 
the kitchen and service areas. The Loop serves 
fast casual pizza, salads, sandwiches and burgers. 
The menu and atmosphere should be welcoming 
to families and the students at the N.C. School of 
Science and Mathematics. The Loop Restaurant 
Group began in 1981 and is based in Jacksonville, 
Fla. Of the dozen or so Loop restaurant locations, 
most are in Florida, but the company is expand-
ing in North Carolina. The Loop has locations 
at Eastgate shopping center in Chapel Hill and 
on Duke’s campus in Durham. This Broad Street 
location, walkable from neighborhoods in every 
direction, has seen a number of eateries come and 
go. Maybe The Loop will be the right fit. 

Before we leave the old Colonial Stores build-
ing, we can confirm that there is a new tenant 
for the old WATTS GROCERY  space. For 
now, the landlord and tenant are keeping plans 
for the space close to their chests, but the rumor 
is that the space may become a new fine dining 
restaurant. When Roundup knows more, we’ll 
tell you about it.

At the little five-points crossing of Broad, 
Guess and Sunset, work crews have been busy at 
the long-vacant Community National Bank build-
ing. The building was erected decades ago as a 
branch of Guaranty State Bank. That branch was 
closed when CCB bought Guaranty. A number of 
years ago it was hoped that the building would be 
remodeled and reopened as branch for a new bank, 
but that did not happen. The building remained 

vacant and became the target of petty vandalism. 
The site is zoned a combination of office and neigh-
borhood commercial. Recent work includes a new 
roof, siding repair, painting, and a reworked inte-
rior. It is unknown what will go into the space. 

Across I-85, in the North Pointe shopping 
center, BED BATH & BEYOND is closing.  
This summer, the national chain announced it 
would close 200 of its nearly 1,000 stores. The 
North Pointe store appears to be in the first wave 
of planned closings. The steady growth in inter-
net shopping has caused a general retreat by many 
big-box retailers. The COVID pandemic has 
accelerated closures. North Pointe was developed 
in the 1990s at the height of the big-box revolu-
tion and was expressly designed to accommodate 
big-box stores. What might go into the BB&B 
space is unknown.

Now, jumping over to the Festival Center on 
Hillsborough Road, it caused quite a buzz in early 
November when the always crowded CHICK-
FIL-A restaurant suddenly closed and was just 
as suddenly demolished. Chicken sandwich fans 
need have no fear. The company plans to rebuild 
on the same site. You would think that the new 
restaurant would be bigger, but the building will 
be slightly smaller than its predecessor. The com-
pany plans to reorganize the site to accommodate 
increased drive-thru service. The building will be 
closer to Hillsborough Road and drive-thru traffic 
and parking will be better separated. Chick-fil-A 
was founded in 1946 and is based in Georgia. The 
company has more than 2,600 locations.

Finishing up on Ninth Street, around the first 
of November, SMOKE RINGS SMOKE 
SHOP  moved into the space in the old Char-
lie’s Pub building that was briefly a Waffle House 
restaurant. Smoke Rings is a national chain that 
sells tools and materials for smoking CBD prod-
ucts and tobacco. The company prides itself on its 
high-quality glassware. There are about 20 Smoke 
Rings stores in North Carolina including locations 
in Raleigh and Chapel Hill. The firm uses the name 
Purple Haze in the western part of the country.

And finally, the little wooden hut that was 
for so many years home to Native Threads was 
demolished in September. Many were sorry to see 
it go. Even in its dilapidated condition, the build-
ing, with its giant copper frogs standing outside, 

contributed to Ninth Street’s funky character. 
The hut was built around 1930. It was first Paul’s 
and then O’Briant’s restaurant. By the late 1960s, 
it had become an army surplus store (during the 
Vietnam War, that was a thing). In the 1980s, at 
the front end of the rebirth of Ninth Street, it was 
the Navajo Trading Post. Native Threads occu-
pied the building from 1992 until the end of 2019.

Neighborhood to Resist Hotel
TOM MILLER

In September we reported that a developer 
had applied for a use permit from the Board of 
Adjustment to build an eight-story, Marriott ex-
tended-stay hotel on the one-acre island of prop-
erty surrounded by Hillandale and Hillsborough 
Roads and the unnamed service road that con-
nects them. The property is zoned Office-Insti-
tutional. Hotels are allowed in the O-I zone, but 
when a proposed hotel would be located within 
200 feet of residential property, a use permit is re-
quired. The properties across Hillandale and the 
service road from the hotel site are zoned residen-
tial. Neighbors on Hillandale, Englewood, Club 
Boulevard, and West Woodrow are concerned 
about the negative impact so large a building will 
have on their homes and quality of life. To obtain 
the use permit, the developer must demonstrate to 
the Board of Adjustment that the proposed hotel 
is in harmony with the neighborhood and that 
potential negative impacts have been minimized.

The neighbors’ concerns center on the scale 
and visual impact of the proposed hotel. Sited on 
the Hillsborough Road ridge above the neighbor-
hood, the large building will dwarf everything 
around it. The next tallest building nearby is only 
two stories tall. The proposed hotel will reach 
more than 80 feet in height on its north side facing 
the neighborhood. Under the code, the maximum 
allowable height is 90 feet. The hotel will contain 
95 guest rooms. Nearly the entire property will 
be taken up with the hotel building and its sur-
face parking lot. Access points will be on Hills-
borough Road and the service road. The building 
itself will be clad mostly with synthetic stucco. 
The developer plans to place illuminated signage 
on the top level of the building. The parking lot 
will also be illuminated. The developer proposes 
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Neighborhood
to plant dogwoods around the perimeter of the 
property and a few maples in the parking lot. 

In response to the permit application, the 
Watts-Hillandale Neighborhood Association 
formed a committee of board members and neigh-
bors living nearest the hotel to study the project 
and work with the developer. The committee 
met with the developer to advance a number of 
requests that could become enforceable condi-
tions on the use permit. These include a request 
that the hotel be reduced in height by two levels. 
The developer’s original proposal, submitted to 
the city at the first of the year, called for a lower, 
smaller hotel. Citing the Marriott Residence Inn 
on Main Street next to Trinity Park as an example, 
the committee also asked the developer to cover 
more of the building with brick. To more effec-
tively screen the building, the committee asked 
the developer to use more and taller trees. The 
neighborhood also suggested that the developer 
plant trees on the reservoir property – an idea that 
the city is interested in. The committee also asked 
that there be no beacon signage on the top of the 
building. So far, the developer has balked at these 
requests. The developer has agreed to try to shade 
parking lot lighting and to install flood control 
measures exceeding the minimum requirements.

The neighborhood is committed to reaching 
an agreement with the developer, but if that is 
impossible, it will be necessary to oppose the use 
permit. Unlike rezoning hearings which are leg-
islative in nature, hearings in front of the Board of 
Adjustment are judicial — like trials where only 
competent and material evidence is allowed. Par-
ties must have legal standing and witnesses may 
be examined and cross examined. No lobbying of 
board members is allowed and opinion testimony 
can come only from experts. The neighborhood 
association board of directors has backed the 
committee’s position and has approved engaging 
an attorney to represent neighbors’ interests if it 
comes to that. So far, the case has been scheduled 
for hearings on two occasions this fall. Each time 
there was a flaw in the official notice so the sched-
uled hearing was canceled. The Watts-Hillandale 
president has asked the city not to reschedule the 
case without first consulting the neighborhood so 
that there is adequate time to prepare.

The developer’s position seems to be that its 

hotel project satisfies all the minimum require-
ments of the zoning code and that nothing more 
should be asked of them. Our zoning code, how-
ever, anticipates that hotels next to neighborhoods 
will present compatibility problems. The point of 
requiring the use permit is to require the developer 
to adjust plans to achieve harmony with the neigh-
borhood. Just doing the minimum is not enough.

Options Available for Street Lights
DOT DOYLE

Over the past year and a half,  the 
city has converted existing high-pressure sodi-
um street lights to high-efficiency LED lights. In 
the middle of September, the conversion began 
in the Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham 
neighborhoods. At that point, about 85% of the 
lights in Durham had already been converted. As 
the lights were converted on various blocks, both 
neighborhoods soon had conversations regarding 
the pros and cons of the new lights. 

Because there was significant concern about 
the lights expressed on neighborhood email lists, 
the WHHNA board developed a survey to assess 
neighbors’ thoughts and impressions regarding 
the light conversions. Between Sept. 25 and Oct. 
5, 161 people from Watts-Hillandale responded 
to the survey. Of those, 17% had a favorable re-
action to the new lighting, and 81% viewed the 
new lighting unfavorably. 

Those who were favorable cited reasons such 
as energy efficiency, feeling safer and better vis-
ibility when walking in the evening. Many of 
those who were unfavorable did appreciate that 
the new LED lights provided greater energy 
efficiency, but were concerned about the light 
intruding on their porches and their homes, thus 
interfering with enjoyment of sitting on a front 
porch or interrupting sleep as the light shined 
into bedrooms. Many also felt the lights were too 
bright and had an unpleasant color temperature. 

To further investigate, board member Kevin 
Crofton used the neighborhood light meter to 
study the lights early in the installation process 
so he was able to compare the light from the 
previous lights and the new ones. There are two 
kinds of new lights in the neighborhood, labeled 
LED 50 and LED 150. Crofton measured the 

light output under 39 lamps about 5 feet above 
the pavement. He measured all of the LED lights 
on Wilson and Woodrow between Alabama 
and Carolina and then went to other parts of the 
neighborhood for measurement of the older light 
fixtures. He found that in general the new lights 
were between 30% and 300% brighter than the 
older HPS lights, depending on whether a dim-
mer older light was replaced with the brightest 
of the new LED lights.

Following this we communicated with Terry 
Thompson of the Durham Department of Trans-
portation, who handles street lights. In general, 
the type of light installed was consistent across 
a block. That is, if there is one LED 150 light on 
a block, then generally all of the lights on that 
block are 150. LED 150 or LED 70 is considered 
crime lighting, and can be replaced with the less 
bright LED 50 light assuming the police depart-
ment agrees that there is not sufficient crime on 
the block to necessitate the brighter light. Thus, 
for neighbors who have concerns about the lights 
near their homes, there are two possible ways to 
mitigate the effect. 

First, if your block has lights labeled LED 150 
or LED 70 and you feel that the light is too bright 
and should be reduced, consult with other mem-
bers of your block to see if they feel similarly. If they 
do, then you and a few other people on the block 
should contact Thompson at terry.thompson@ 
durhamnc.gov to request a police department 
crime analysis for your block. Include your con-
tact information and the street address of the light. 
Email should be brief and need not explain why 
you want it changed, just that you would like the 
light reviewed, your contact and street address.

The police complete their study and make a 
recommendation to the Transportation Depart-
ment. The police will recommend that the light-
ing either remains the same, or can be changed to 
a LED 70 or LED 50 lamp.

If the recommendation is to lower the watt-
age, the Transportation Department will send 
a postcard to residents of that block informing 
them of the intended change. Residents have sev-
eral weeks to let the department know if they 
object to the change. Hearing no objections, the 
Transportation Department will send someone 
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out to replace the lamp.
If your block has a streetlight labeled LED 

50 on, adjacent to, or across the street from your 
home, you can request that a baffle or shield be 
installed. Contact Thompson at terry.thompson@
durhamnc.gov, and the department will do this 
upon request. Include your contact information 
and the street address of the light. 

For additional information about the pro-
cess, go to durhamnc.gov/1118/Street-Lighting- 
Outages-and-Adjustments.

Belmont Park Plans Move Forward
JAMES UMBANHOWAR

A f t e r  a  d e l ay  due to the effects of the 
pandemic on city government, progress is being 
made on the Belmont Park participatory budget 
project. The city plans to improve the park with 
a pump track and a play area for toddlers. Pump 
tracks are circuits with a series of humps and 
banked corners that are designed for bicyclists 
to ride without pedaling, but are also used for 
other purposes, such as scooter riders or remote 
control vehicle drivers. 

In late October, Durham Parks and Recre-
ation interviewed a set of contractors, local and 
national, who applied to design and build the 
pump track and a walking track that would be 
part of the toddler nature play area. By the time 
of publication, a contractor should have been cho-
sen and will have started design work. After an 
initial design phase, there will be an opportunity 
for community feedback prior to final design and 
construction. Current plans have construction 
beginning sometime in late winter or early spring, 
with completion by the summer.

A separate design process will start soon 
on the toddler play area. This area will feature 
a whimsical animal sculpture (species to be deter-
mined), interactive plants, seating and landscap-
ing for nature play. The choice of a contractor for 
this part of the project will be coming soon and 
there will be another chance for community input 
to help determine the final design of this area.

Accessory Dwelling Units to Expand
TOM MILLER

Durham has allowed accessory dwell-
ing units, or ADUs, for many years. In 2019, the 

city and county governments relaxed the zoning 
rules concerning ADUs as part of the “Expanding 
Housing Choices” initiative. This is the last of our 
series of articles describing the zoning changes ad-
opted by the Durham City Council and Board of 
County Commissioners as part of the “Expanding 
Housing Choices” initiative in the fall of 2019.

An ADU is a subordinate dwelling associated 
with a single family residence. Some refer to them 
as “mother-in-law apartments.” An ADU can 
be either attached to the principal dwelling or 
contained in a freestanding building on the lot. 
An ADU can be combined with another acces-
sory use like a garage. The 2019 changes were 
designed to encourage the construction of more 
ADUs in Durham’s urban tier neighborhoods — 
neighborhoods like Watts-Hillandale and Old 
West Durham — located within two to three 
miles of the city center. Proponents argue that 
ADUs can help with the city’s affordable housing 
crunch. Others question whether such units in 
high-end urban neighborhoods would ever be 
offered at affordable rents.

Under the old zoning rules, an accessory 
dwelling unit could be no larger than 30% of the 
living area of the principal residence of the lot. 
This meant that an ADU for a very large house 
could itself be quite large, but that for smaller 
houses of around 1,000 to 1,200 sq. ft., an ADU 
would be impractically small in relation to the 
cost to create it. Formerly, ADUs were allowed 
on most single-family zoned lots, but were not 
allowed with duplexes. Under the new rules, an 
ADU can be up to 800 sq. ft. in area without 
regard to the size of the principal residence on 
the property, as long as the ADU is not larger 
than the principal residence. 

ADUs can be separate or attached, but 
free-standing ADUs cannot be taller than 25 feet 
in height. This height limitation was established 
in response to complaints in Old West Durham 
that new garage apartments being built in the 
neighborhood under the old rules towered over 
neighbors’ back yards and intruded on privacy. 
Even with a 25-foot height limitation, it is pos-
sible to include an ADU in the attic space over a 
free-standing garage.

A free-standing ADU must be located to the 
rear or side of the principal dwelling on the lot ex-
cept that an ADU located to the side cannot over-
lap the rear of the principal dwelling by more than 
25% of its depth. ADUs must comply with the 
rear and side yard requirements for the lot under 

the applicable zoning rules, to ensure the accessory 
or subordinate nature of the ADU. Under the new 
rules, an ADU is not required to have any parking 
over-and-above the parking required for the prin-
cipal dwelling. In residential zones, only one ADU 
is allowed on a lot. An ADU can now be built 
on a lot where the principal dwelling is a duplex.

In theory, ADUs can add housing to exist-
ing urban neighborhoods without significantly 
changing neighborhood character. Homeowners 
occupying and paying for the principal residence 
can benefit from rental income generated by an 
ADU or provide independent living space for 
an aging parent or adult child. Because they are 
smaller, ADUs arguably will rent for less, increas-
ing the stock of affordable housing. To an extent, 
all of these things are true, but it is also true that 
ADUs are expensive to create and are beyond the 
financial reach of many homeowners who might 
benefit most from the income. ADUs are popular 
in trendier neighborhoods where they generate rel-
atively high rent-per-square-foot and where they 
can be used for overnight accommodation. ADUs 
can also encourage teardowns and overbuilding on 
small urban lots. 

Hillandale Townhouses Approved
At its meeting on Nov.  2, the Durham 
City Council voted unanimously to approve the 
long-awaited rezoning of the 12-acre parcel in 
the southeast corner of Hillandale Road and 
I-85. The council decision gave a green light to 
the redevelopment of this property as an 85-unit 
townhouse/apartment project. 

The developers and the neighborhood associ-
ation worked together for more than three years 
to hammer out a shared vision for the land. The 
project will be buffered from nearby homes by 
enhanced stream buffers along an Ellerbe Creek 
tributary on the property. The developer agreed 
to install enhanced stormwater control measures 
to prevent flooding downstream. The buildings on 
the property will be follow architectural designs 
typical of the neighborhood and will employ best 
planning practices for shared open space and ga-
rage placement. The new project will introduce a 
multifamily residential component into the legacy 
neighborhood and will prevent the property from 
being redeveloped for non-residential purposes, 
such as the highway hotels and restaurants custom-
arily found at interstate highway exits.

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 7)
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Did You Know?: Filming on Campus
Did you know that in 2012, movie stars Col-
in Firth and Emily Blunt filmed a movie scene in 
front of Watts Hall at the N.C. School of Science 
and Mathematics? The movie was “Arthur New-
man,” a story about a man and a woman who think 
they can avoid the failures and responsibilities of 
life by running away. In the scene, Firth, playing 
Arthur Newman, drops Blunt’s character off at 
the mental institution where her disturbed twin 
sister is being treated. Watts Hall, the former 
administration building of Watts Hospital, stars 
as the mental institution that probably thrilled 
NCSSM students at the time. The movie was also 
filmed in Raleigh, Wilmington, and Chapel Hill. 
In the movie, Blunt and Firth, both renowned 
English actors, play Southerners. Her accent is a 
little Scarlett O’Hara, but passable. His, well, it’s 
important to remember he’s a renowned English 
actor. Throughout the movie, Blunt’s character 
dreads returning to Durham. Anne Heche also 
stars. Something to watch while you stay-at-
home during the pandemic. “Arthur Newman” 
is lightweight, but has its charming moments.

Lions, Coyotes, and Bears, Oh My!
Okay,  the lion part  is an exaggeration, 
but this summer Old West and Watts-Hillandale 
were definitely visited by coyotes and bears. On 
June 8, neighborhood lists all over northwestern 
Durham began to light up when a mother black 
bear and her two adolescent cubs were spotted 
moving along Ellerbe Creek. This family, or per-
haps another, reached our part of town about mid-
day when neighbors along Woodrow Street began 
reporting seeing a bear cub in their yards. Soon 
Old West neighbors began seeing bears and the 
reports came so quickly from both neighborhoods 
that the only logical conclusion was that it was 
either one very fast bear cub or there was more 
than one bear roaming neighborhood streets. By 
sunset, the reports ended and the bears seemed 
to have moved on.

Coyote sightings near the golf course and 
along Ellerbe Creek are not that unusual these 
days. Coyotes are originally from the Midwest, 
but began to spread across the country when 
wolves, their competitors in the wild, were 
eradicated from eastern states like North Car-
olina. They began to show up in Durham in the 

1990s, following creeks and wooded stream beds. 
They are opportunistic feeders and are attract-
ed to garbage cans and pet foods left outdoors. 
Coyote attacks on humans are rare, but they can 
view cats and unattended small dogs as prey. In 
the first week of September, neighbors in the 
Tampa Avenue area reported seeing a pack of 
three coyotes darting from one yard to another 
in the night. During that same week, a neighbor 
reported seeing a coyote running on Wilson 
Street between Oakland and Carolina Avenue.

Ellerbe Creek and its many tributaries knifing 
up into the neighborhood act as natural wildlife 
corridors. These open places bring our urban 
neighborhood into contact with the natural world.

Vaguely Reminiscent an Institution 
DAN WELCH

C a ro l  A n d e rs o n  arrived in Durham in 
1977 and teamed up with Deb Nickell in 1982 
to open VAGUELY REMINISCENT  on 
Ninth Street. These two entrepreneurs each took 
out a $7,500 loan using their homes as collateral 
to open with a unique product blend including 
vintage clothing, natural-fiber clothing, crafts on 
consignment, and basket weaving goods. This 
eclectic, whimsical style has been their calling 
card ever since.

Anderson looks back fondly but with some 
amazement at what they accomplished. “It was 
crazy to take out loans on our houses and open a 
store like this,” she said. “We didn’t know what 
we were doing!” But over the past 38 years, it has 
all worked out and Vaguely has become a mecca 
for shoppers seeking distinctive clothing, gifts, 
jewelry, and more. 

In 2001, Nickell moved down the street to 
open Cozy next to Barnes Supply. In her absence, 
Anderson began to rely more on Karen Merow-
chek, who is now an integral part of the store’s 
operation. Merowchek is particularly valuable 
in supplying the store with products aimed at 
younger shoppers and she has worked with a 
local web developer (Javian Biswis) to get their 
new website up and running. Check it out at  
vaguelyreminiscent.com.

But the core customers for Vaguely — and 
for Ninth Street in general — are the residents of 
the surrounding neighborhoods. Anderson noted 
with pride that she remembers pregnant women 
who came in to shop at the store decades ago. 

The daughters of these women — now grown 
up with families of their own — now patronize 
her store. This deep sense of connection with the 
community is one of the things that makes Ninth 
Street a special part of our neighborhood.

If you have never been in to Vaguely, do your-
self a favor and take a stroll into the store. You are 
sure to find some unique items that will bring a 
smile to your face. Happy shopping and buy local!

Before Durham was Pin Hook
JOHN SCHELP

Part of what we call Old West Durham 
today was a small settlement called Pin Hook. 
Some 190 years ago, most travelers in these 
parts journeyed on foot. So, if you started in the 
back-country town of Hillsboro and walked a day 
toward the new state capital in Raleigh, you’d 
arrive at the traveler’s rest of Pin Hook.

Pin Hook was located on the ridge between 
two river basins. It was 100 yards southwest of 
Erwin Cotton Mills No. 1, the long, red brick 
building you see today on Ninth Street. If you 
stood at what’s now the Hilton Garden Inn and 
looked at the railroad tracks, you’d see Pin Hook.

Pin Hookers were folks who bought tobacco 
leaf that went unsold at auction, repackaged the 
product, and sold it for a tiny profit. Jean Ander-
son provided wonderful accounts of Pin Hook in 
her outstanding book, “Durham County”: “In the 
early days, the shiftless of society, usually addicted 
to vices of one sort or another, tended to congre-
gate in Pin Hook, attracting others of their kind.”

The settlement included a lodging house, 
camping grove, brothels, grog shops, and a well 
for drinking water for passing travelers. Later, 
with the arrival of the railroad and Durham 
station, more people gradually settled near the 
Hillsborough Road with its access to Durham.

A story in the Hillsborough newspaper in 1871 
described the early character of the neighbor-
hood. “There is a place called Pin Hook... and it 
is remarkable for a race that was run there many 
years ago by a man and a woman. They wore no 
clothes and ran for a quart of liquor.”

Thomas Wolfe described Pin Hook as a rough 
and roaring place, a place where UNC students 
would go off on a lark. It was not until the early 
1890s, and the building of the Erwin Cotton 
Mills, that Pin Hook would transform itself into 
the tidy mill village of West Durham.
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Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE  
AND REACH OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE 

PLEASE E-MAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG  
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. 

Please support them as they support us. 

900 W. Main St Durham, NC 27701 
919-682-8978   -   mavsbbq.com

CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 
CURBSIDE
TAKE-OUT + DELIVERY

DINE-IN+PATIO 

Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.SSeeww  RRiigghhtt  FFoorr  YYoouu 

Slipcovers, Drapes, Valances, Pillows, Sunbrella Fabricator, 
Indoor/Outdoor Cushions, Costumes, Custom Apparel & Alternations 

LLyynnnnee  WWaarree  NNiixxoonn    Owner/ Designer 

Cell: 919-451-4994 1114 Hillandale Road Durham, NC 27705 
SRFY. Durham@gmail.com 

www.instagram.com/sewright4you 
facebook.com/sewrightforyou.durham 

*BY APPOINTMENT ONLY * 
Serving the Triangle since 1990 
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Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz

• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance

• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More! 

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

benbaker2@msn.com

                       

               migformac 

 	       Make the most of  your digital world 

                                             Mig Hayes 
                                                              Tutor & Support  
                                                          Mac, iPhone, iPad,     

                                                    iCloud, software & more                

919-219-9563 
mig@migformac.com 
www.migformac.com           

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001738

Gary Elliott Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Elliott, Agent
1805 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Bus: 919-942-6057

Watts-Hillandale neighbor Kristin Bradley-Bull
www.rootstocanopy.com  •  kristin@rootstocanopy.com                    

Consulting . Coaching . Convening

Looking for a unique and meaningful holiday, birthday, 
or anytime giftgift for a loved one (or yourself)? 

Roots to Canopy offers, from the comfort of home 
l facilitated retreats (full day or half-day) around  

a theme of choice 
l springboard coaching sessions  

on a topic of choice

Gift certificates sent with 
love and a sense of 
possibility. . .

Illuminating your visionIlluminating your vision
Extending your  Extending your  

vast roots and branches to get therevast roots and branches to get there
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We partner with our clients to 
enhance and celebrate the  

human-animal bond. 

Maia Broussard, 
Betsy Williams,

Donald Hoover,  

acupuncture, therapeutic laser,
advanced dentistry

Educating and empowering pet owners.  

New Client Offer: 
$40 off your first visit &  

one month FREE  
pet health insurance

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

ly. The Watts-Hillandale Mutual Aid group will lead the effort. To 
comply with COVID protocols and keep everyone safe, all luminary 
orders will be contactless and delivered to your door! Luminary kits 
will consist of 10 white paper bags (from local business Not Just Paper) 
and 10 votive candles. Kits are $5 each. Order as many kits as you’d 
like (order for a neighbor!) online from tinyurl.com/WattsHillandale-
Luminaries or email your order to asa.eger@gmail.com by Tuesday, 
Dec. 15. After you submit the form, a PayPal link will appear where 
you can make your payment. If you would rather pay by check, please 
make it to “Camille Warren” and send it to 2107 Sunset Ave. 

We will not include sand this year, to eliminate congregating 
around the old sand heap. We encourage you to weigh down your 
bags using your own earth, sand, stones, or bird seed, which can be-
come a yummy treat for birds and squirrels. All kits will be delivered 
to your door on Friday, Dec. 18 or Saturday, Dec. 19. The rain date for 
NOL is Wednesday, Dec. 23 — announcements about postponement 
due to weather will be posted to the neighborhood listserv and to the 
WHHNA website by that Saturday.

Proceeds from the sale of luminaries will be divided between 
the Watts-Hillandale Mutual Aid Fund and the Urban Ministries of 
Durham Community Café. The WHMA fund has raised more than 
$10,000 to support families. The Community Café serves three free 
meals a day to shelter residents and anyone else in Durham who is 
hungry. Historically, it is the organization that NOL has supported 
each year. On the luminary order form choose which effort you’d like 
to support — or indicate “no preference” to support both! You can also 
donate additional funds directly to both of these organizations — see 
the articles on page 3 and the front page of the Parade.

Finally, NOL is the WHHNA’s biggest membership drive. We 
rely on this event to collect membership dues that help support our 
yearlong efforts, like donations to E.K. Powe, supporting our July 4th 
parade and maintaining our email list and website. Please continue to 
join the association by paying your membership dues (see the insert 
inside the Parade). Your membership helps keep our volunteer-run 
association moving forward. 

Night of Lights is a powerful symbol of community togetherness 
that uplifts not just our spirits, but our neighbors who are experi-
encing financial and food insecurity. Let’s keep our tradition of cel-
ebrating light during the darkness and giving graciously to those in 
need as strong as ever.
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