
12 • PARADE

Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association Membership Application

Member #1  Date 

Member #2  

Address  

E-mail  Phone 

I would like to help with:

qNight of Lights  qSchools qParks qTraffic

qFourth of July qWriting for PARADE qHistoric Preservation

qOther Events  qZoning and Land Use qNewsletter/Flyer Delivery

Memberships run from October to October each year. Annual dues are $5 per adult. Owners and renters equally 
welcome. Send this form and your dues to WHHNA, 1110 Virginia Avenue, Durham, NC 27705. Thanks!

Renew Watts-Hillandale Memberships Now!

This is the time of year when everyone in the neighborhood should renew their memberships in the neighbor-
hood association. All memberships expire in October and so the association is kicking off its annual membership 
drive right now. If you have never been a member, now is the best time to join up. If you own or rent a home in 
Watts-Hillandale, you are eligible for membership. Everyone is welcome!

And your membership is so important. Through 35 years of advocacy, the association has worked constantly and 
successfully to make Watts-Hillandale a wonderful place to live. All of the work is done by your neighbors who 
volunteer their time and considerable expertise for the benefit of all. Whether it’s schools, zoning, traffic, historic 
preservation, parks and trails, the Night of Lights, or the Fourth of July, your neighborhood association volunteers 
are there, working in committees, speaking at hearings, putting out cones, putting up flags, selling luminaria, col-
lecting canned goods, cleaning up the parks.

Your membership is your vote of confidence and support for all that the association does. A strong neighborhood 
organization emboldens good people to step up and do the work. So fill out the membership form included with 
this newsletter and send it in with your dues. It’s the best $5 investment you’ll ever make.

Support Old West 
Durham Through  
Donations, Meetings

The Old West Durham 
Neighborhood Association 
asks for an annual donation 
of $5-$15 per household to 
help with board expenses 
such as the list serve, 
WestFest, tree planting 
efforts, the web page and 
other community engagement 
activities. To donate, you can 
visit our website at www.
oldwestdurham.org and scroll 
down to the “Donate” link. 
Your contributions to the 
neighborhood are appreciated!

The OWD board meets 
quarterly in January, April, 
July and October on the 
fourth Thursday. Neighbors 
are encouraged to attend 
meetings. For updates 
or revisions, please visit 
our website at www.
oldwestdurham.org. There is a 
lot of great information on the 
history of the neighborhood as 
well as how to contact board 
members. You can follow us on 
Facebook or better yet you can 
sign up to be on the list serve. 
This is where you can find 
the latest meeting agendas as 
well as the meeting locations. 
Visit the website and click on 
the link that says “Join the 
OWDNA Mailing List.”

MOMENTUM @ HAMILTON HILL
Durham’s newest venue for museum-quality art

Brightleaf Square  
Downtown Durham  
HamiltonHillJewelry.com

Asheville, NC
momentumgallery.com

“Before you try to keep up with the Joneses, be sure they’re not trying to keep up with you.” — Erma Bombeck

PARADE is the newsletter of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale and Old West Durham Neighborhood Associations. It is delivered quarterly to 2,000 households in the neighborhoods. 
Membership is open to every adult who owns property or resides in the neighborhoods. Editor: Brandee Gruener, ParadeEditor@gmail.com. Designer: Amanda Shurgin. Advertising: 
Reid Shaffer, PARADEads@whhna.org. Distribution: Catie Shaffer for WHH, catietshaffer@gmail.com; Vicky Welch for OWD, vickyw1961@gmail.com. Web Site: Dot Doyle, 
Jamie Gruener and Chris Church. To subscribe to your neighborhood association’s mailing list, please go to whhna.org/list or to www.oldwestdurham.org/living/listserve.html.
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WHHNA ANNUAL MEETING  
TO BE HELD OCT. 10 
DOT DOYLE

The Watts Hospital- Hillandale Neighborhood Associa-
tion annual meeting will be held on Thursday, Oct. 10 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in the lecture hall of the Educational Technology Complex at the N.C. 
School of Science & Mathematics (where neighbors on the north side of 
Club vote.) Many neighbors might want to walk or bike to the school. 
If you drive, you can park in the large parking lot that fronts Club.

The meeting will include a review of past and future neighborhood 
events, a brief financial review of the neighborhood association and 
an opportunity to vote on a new slate of WHHNA board member 
candidates for the coming year. We are working with the city to have 
representatives from the Water Management Department make a short 
presentation to update us on the West Club Boulevard Corridor Utility 
Rehabilitation Project that is slated to begin in 2020. 

Some other topics likely on the agenda include an update on the 
Chesterfield development project, an update on the Expanding Housing 
Choices zoning initiative, and an update regarding our “Adopt a Park” 
initiative for the four parks in our neighborhood. The full agenda will be 
posted on the neighborhood email list several days prior to the meeting. 

All Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighbors are invited and encouraged 
to attend. This also will be a great time to renew your annual neigh-
borhood association membership, which is $5 per person; each person 
living within the boundaries of Watts-Hillandale is eligible to become 
a member (see membership form on the back of this issue). We hope to see you 
on Oct. 10 at the annual meeting.

EHC RULES ADOPTED
DOT DOYLE

On Sep.  3 , the Durham City Council adopted the Expanding Housing 
Choices amendments to Durham’s Unified Development Ordinance. Council 
members voted to approve the final planning staff version of the initiative 
with a vote of six in favor and one opposed.

Among other things, the EHC permits an 800 sq. ft. accessory dwelling 
unit on any property. If detached, the unit must be at the rear of the primary 
dwelling. The EHC permits duplexes in all formerly single-family districts in 
the urban tier and on properties zoned RU-5 in the suburban tier. The EHC 
also allows lots as small as 2,000 sq. ft. with a minimum width of 25 feet. 
Houses or duplexes that are no larger than a total of 1,200 sq. ft. are permitted 
on these lots.  One ADU would also be permitted if the lot is large enough. For 
more information, visit durhamnc.gov/3679/Expanding-Housing-Choices.  

In making its decision, the city council rejected Durham Planning Com-
mission recommendations for tougher in-fill height standards meant to protect 
neighborhood character and greater protections for local historic districts.  
The EHC changes the Old West Durham Neighborhood Protection Over-
lay rules by eliminating the 50-foot minimum lot width requirement, and 
eliminating the prohibition on flag lots. The EHC changes take effect Oct. 1.

LEARN ABOUT WATER LINE REPLACEMENT AND  
OVAL PARK DRAINAGE WORK AT WHH MEETING
At the annual meeting on Oct. 10, staff from the City of Durham’s 
Department of Water Management will present on an upcoming project 
to replace water and sanitary sewer mains along West Club Boulevard 
and Oakland Avenue. Construction is scheduled to begin in late 2020. 
See durhamnc.gov/3705/West-Club-Blvd-Corridor-Utility-Rehabili for 
more information about this project. We will also hear from city staff 
regarding a couple of capital improvement projects to address the flow 
of stormwater on Club Boulevard near Oakland Avenue and to alleviate 
flooding on the north side of Oval Park. Come to the meeting to learn 
more details about these projects, as well as to ask your questions.

OWD to Hold Election at WestFest
VICKY WELCH

The Old West Durham Neighborhood Association will hold their 
annual election for the 2020 board on Sunday, Oct. 20 at Monkey Bottom  
on Trent Drive. This is part of the WestFest celebration held from 4-6 p.m. 
There will be live music, food trucks and a history talk presented by John 
Schelp. Bring lawn chairs if the weather is nice. A slate of new board members 
will be presented during this time.

The board recently sent out a survey to gather input and new ideas from 
neighbors. If you have not filled out the Old West Durham survey, please do 
so online at forms.gle/n2iTUfmDbCyeb2u97.

We have also upgraded our OWD website. Please take a moment to 
visit www.oldwestdurham.org and check out the new resources, links and 
general information. There is also a “Donate” button. Thank you for sup-
porting your board. 
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STELLAN EDWARD GOETZINGER was born on Nov. 30 to TIFFANY and STEVE. Since then, Stellan’s favorite activities have become 
pulling up on the furniture and banging cups on the floor. The Goetzingers live at 911 Alabama. Congratulations to the happy family.

MELISSA  and MICHAEL AMOABENG  recently purchased a home on West Knox Street after renting for a year on Englewood Avenue. 
Melissa works at the Durham Public Schools Hub Farm, and her husband is a software engineer for a transportation engineering company in Raleigh 
called VhB. They and their Carolina dog CHARLIE are thrilled to be permanent neighbors now!

ADRIANE FRESH and husband NICK EUBANK are new Hale Street residents along with their 1-year-old daughter, LYRA, and Australian 
shepherd-poodle, TRILLIAN. They most recently lived in Nashville and before that, in Palo Alto, Calif. Both are social scientists and new faculty 
members at Duke. “We’re delighted to have moved into our first home, overjoyed that it is coming up on its centennial birthday (so old!), and really 
looking forward to being members of the OWD community,” Adriane said.

C. DAVID PAGE and LAUREN T. PAGE moved to the neighborhood from Sun Prairie, Wis. (just outside of Madison). David has taken a post 
at Duke in the Biostatistics and Bioinformatics Department. Lauren is a retired high school math teacher. Say hello to them at 2308 Dezern Place.

KELLI KERBAWY and her 2-year-old son, KEVIN, recently moved to Alabama Avenue from Ann Arbor, Mich. “We’re thrilled to be in Durham, 
especially WHH, and look forward to meeting more people around the ‘hood,” she said.

SYDNEY and JEFF BRANDT recently bought a house at 2500 Indian Trail. Jeff retired 10 years ago from the federal government and she retires 
next year. They live in Washington in a row house on Capitol Hill, and love cherry blossoms and walking the city, but are finally ready to leave after 
40 years. Sydney said they bought the house a year early because it was the right house at the wrong time. “So we will rent our house for a year and 
then be true WHers. Looking forward to life moving forward and connecting with the community!”

LIN ONG and JOEL BOGGAN moved to 1001 Virgie St. last month from Watts-Hillandale and are looking forward to getting to know their 
new neighbors better. Together, they have lived in Durham a total of 25 years. Joel works at the Durham VA and Lin is a researcher at UNC-Chapel 
Hill in global health.

Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor? Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

OLD WEST DURHAM

PRESIDENT: 
Vicky Welch  
vickyw1961@gmail.com 

TREASURER: 
Beth Dray  
elidray@yahoo.com  

DIRECTORS: 
Ginger Blubaugh 
snaps494@yahoo.com 

Fred Broadwell 
ffbroadwell@gmail.com

Mallory Brown 
mallorygbrown@gmail.com 

Syam Gadde 
syam.gadde@gmail.com 

Jesus Gutierrez  
monje007@gmail.com

Beth Plonk 
plonk5@mac.com   

Cathy Saylor 
cathysaylor@gmail.com 

WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE

PRESIDENT: 
Dot Doyle  
919-286-3306 
dot.doyle@whhna.org 
2311 Woodrow St.

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Heather Gudac  
919-696-4535 
hszaczek@gmail.com 
2307 Alabama Ave.

SECRETARY: 
Julia Barnard  
julialesterbarnard@gmail.com 
1510 Carolina Ave.

TREASURER: 
Bo Harriss 
919-931-2853 
boharriss@gmail.com 
2206 Wilson St. 

DIRECTORS: 
Volker Blum   
volker.blum@zoho.com 
2304 W. Club Blvd. 

Rubén Gonzalez 
919-699-0991 
ruben.gonzalez@alumni.duke.edu

Jamie Gruener 
919-624-9760 
jamie.gruener@gmail.com 
2410 W. Club Blvd. 

Chris Meyers 
chris.meyers.fsu@gmail.com  
2409 Tampa Ave.

Tom Miller  
919-599-7618 
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com 
1110 Virginia Ave.

Jerri Plummer  
jerridplummer@gmail.com 
1811 Forest Rd.

Jennifer Wood  
919-597-8027 
jenniferevanswood@gmail.com 
2400 Tampa Ave.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: 
Perry Whitted  
919-323-7523 
perry.whitted@gmail.com 
1705 Maryland Ave. 

2018–2019 NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
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Dr. Amber Meade
205 Broadway St

Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292

www.bvhdurham.com

Located in the Central Park District 
of downtown Durham 

behind the police substation

We partner with our clients to 
enhance and celebrate the  

human-animal bond. 

Maia Broussard, 
Betsy Williams,

Donald Hoover,  

acupuncture, therapeutic laser,
advanced dentistry

Educating and empowering pet owners.  

New Clients, 
mention this ad to receive 

 $40 off  
your first visit.

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service. 
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.
www.laundrymen.com      (919) 215-8575

MAVERICK’S 
SMOKEHOUSE & TAPROOM

PH
UN

CO
 19

-0
55900 W. MAIN ST, DURHAM, NC 27701

(919) 682-8978  •  MavsBBQ.com

ORDER ONLINE AT 
MAVSBBQ.COM

Free App 
For Easy 
Ordering!

LUNCH-BRUNCH
DINNER-DRINKS

Ask About Our 

Whole Hog 
Experience! LARGE & SMALL

CATERING 
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(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.comFind me on 

Can estate planning be a 
straightforward, manageable, 
and transparent process?

With Ampersand Law it can be. 

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning. 

Contact your neighborhood 
estate planning attorney,  
Heather Hazelwood,  
to learn more.

Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz

• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance

• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More! 

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com

Triangle Aikido 
4603-G Hillsborough Road 
Durham, NC 
 919.627.1199 
 
 

Mindful movement for all ages! 
www.TriangleAikido.com 

benbaker2@msn.com

                       

               migformac 

 	       Make the most of  your digital world 

                                             Mig Hayes 
                                                              Tutor & Support  
                                                          Mac, iPhone, iPad,     

                                                    iCloud, software & more                

919-219-9563 
mig@migformac.com 
www.migformac.com           
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HALLOWEEN DESCENDS ON OCT. 31
On Thursday,  Oct.  31 , thousands of frightful apparitions are sure to 
descend upon the neighborhood for Halloween. The WHHNA will place 
cones to slow vehicles and hire officers to direct traffic along Club Boulevard, 
where much of the trick or treating is concentrated. Cones are usually placed 
by 6 p.m., so plan for this in your evening commute. If you can help put out 
cones or pick them up at the end of the night, email tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. 

The Ninth Street business district also plans to hold its annual trick 
or treat from 3 to 5 p.m. on Halloween. There will be a balloon artist, a 
costume contest, and plenty of treats. It’s a fun way to greet local business 
owners as well as your neighbors. 

ARTWALK RETURNS IN NOVEMBER
GALIA GOODMAN FOR THE WHH/OWD ARTWALK COMMITTEE

On Nov. 10,  Watts - Hillandale, in conjunction with Old West 
Durham, will host the 17th annual Artwalk. This is a well-attended and 
popular event that showcases the artistic talents of many artists and their 
friends who live in Durham or nearby. 

If you would like to participate as an artist, please send an email of in-
quiry to galiaarts@gmail.com. We are always in need of generous hosts to 
include artists who live outside the two neighborhoods or who can’t host 
themselves. To volunteer a space for another artist, please send an email to 
the same address and indicate your willingness to host, and please describe 
the space available so we can match people up in a sensible way.

After the first week of September, you will be contacted with instruc-
tions and will be able to register and pay online. If you would still prefer 
to pay by check, that’s OK. We will tell you where to come pay.

Artwalk maps will be sent out on the neighborhood lists and posted to 
www.facebook.com/WHHArtWalk/ shortly before the event. They will 
also be available at host homes on the day of the Artwalk. We look forward 
to welcoming new artists of any age and also look forward to seeing our 
old favorites on Nov. 10!

WEST DURHAM MOURNS DEATHS
Watts - Hillandale and Old West residents mark with 
sadness the passing of four people with deep associations in the area.

In May, LEE “SHORTY” BARNES died. He was 100 years old. In 
1947 he started Barnes Supply, the feed and seed store on Ninth Street, one 
of the oldest businesses remaining in the area. Older neighbors remember 
well the twinkle in Shorty’s eyes when he sold them their bird seed and 
bedding plants or dispensed infallible lawn and garden advice. He won the 
Bronze Star for his service in World War II. He is survived by his wife 
Alyse and son Lee, Jr. 

In July, HAROLD STRAWBRIDGE  passed away. He was 89 
years old. He was born in the family home on Englewood Avenue and 
after graduating from college and serving in the army, he went to work for  
the family business, Strawbridge Studios, school photographers. Untold 

thousands of schoolchildren in Durham and across the state were coaxed 
into a smile by Harold’s own smile. Strawbridge Studios is still located 
in West Durham with offices on Hillsborough Road. Harold was active in 
Durham politics and many civic organizations. He is survived by his wife 
Linda and his children, Diane Poag, Ken Strawbridge, Tammy Walker, 
and Roy Walker, Jr., and their families.

Also in July, the neighborhood lost JOHNNIE MAY. Laura M. John-
son May and her husband Edwin J. May lived on Sunset Avenue for many 
years. Johnnie worked for Home Security Life in Durham for 37 years. 
When she retired, she had the distinction of being the firm’s first and only 
woman vice president. She also worked in the family business, Wells-Lloyd 
Florist downtown. Delightful and welcoming neighbors, the Mays often 
invited their neighbors on Sunset and Sprunt to enjoy their swimming 
pool. Johnnie May was 97 years old when she died. She is survived by her 
son, Edwin J. May, Jr., her granddaughter, Tracy M. Kalvaitis, and four 
great-grandchildren.

In August, our Woodrow Street neighbor, WAYNE THOMPSON, 
died. He was 53 years old. Wayne was a university administrator first at 
UNC and later at Duke in Durham and the university’s campus in China. 
Wayne rescued a pack of sleek racing hounds and neighbors remember his 
cheerful grin as his dogs walked him at the ends of a tangle of leashes. Wayne 

(continued on page 4)

Community News

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Oct. 3  First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m.,  
Oval Park

Oct. 10  WHH Annual Board Meeting, 7-9 p.m., N.C. 
School of Science & Math, Lecture Hall of the 
Educational Technology Complex

Oct. 17  OWD Board Meeting, 7 p.m., 923 Alabama Ave.

Oct. 20   WestFest, 4-6 p.m., Monkey Bottom  
Collaborative, 609 Trent Dr.

Oct. 31   Halloween trick or treating, from dusk until the 
candy runs out

Nov. 4   WHH Board Meeting, 7 p.m., N.C. School of 
Science & Math, Bryan 109

Nov. 10   WHH and OWD Artwalk, 12-5 p.m.

Dec. 2  WHH Board Meeting, 7 p.m., N.C. School of  
Science & Math, Bryan 109
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Community News (continued from page 3)

is survived by his parents, Eugene and Doris Thompson, his sister Teresa 
Musselwhite, his brother Barry Thompson, and their families.

Neighbors in Old West Durham and Watts Hospital-Hillandale will 
remember Shorty, Harold, Johnnie, and Wayne fondly and their families 
and friends have our deepest sympathy.

DAVID MCKNIGHT PLAQUE DEDICATED
On June 22,  friends and family of David McKnight gathered 
on the sidewalk on Ninth Street to dedicate a bronze plaque David’s mem-
ory. David was a brilliant journalist, political analyst, linguist, composer, 
and musician. For many years David and his violin were fixtures on Ninth 
Street where he played beautifully for the joy of everyone. His friends 
numbered in the thousands. David’s death in 2017 left Durham a poorer 
place. Carol Anderson, owner of Vaguely Reminiscent, and David’s brother 
Peter McKnight led the effort to honor David with the plaque. It is located 
in Alley 8 on the side of the Regulator Bookshop building.

NEIGHBOR INITIATES DOG-FRIENDLY  
TRASH CANS
dog poop is a recurring favorite topic on neighborhood lists. The great 
news is that neighbors are cleaning up after their pets. But several neigh-
bors object to dog-walkers dropping their pooches’ poop in their street-
side trash bins. Other neighbors were okay with letting their cans receive 
properly bagged canine solid waste. One neighbor, Bridgett Bell, proposed 
“poop-friendly” trash bin stickers. The four-inch round sticker she created 
has a picture of a winking Rover with the words “Here you may throw 
your dog poop away.” So far, about 15 neighbors have posted the stickers 
on their bins. More stickers are available. If you’d like a sticker, please 
email Bridget Bell at bridget@bridgetkbell.com. (The WHHNA takes no 
official position on placing stickers on city bins.) For the rest of us, the best 
policy is to carry Fido’s by-products home unless we see a poop-friendly 
bin marked by one of Bridget’s stickers.

NEIGHBOR WINS ELTON JOHN GRANT
Congratulations go to neighbor Carolyn McAllaster, who 
has fought against HIV/AIDS for many years as the director of the South-
ern HIV/AIDS Initiative. Elton John ‘s AIDS Foundation has awarded 
the North Carolina AIDS Action Network a $75,000 grant in Carolyn’s 
honor. An attorney, Carolyn has used her legal skill and her influence as a 
law professor at Duke to fight the disease and gain support and awareness 
for those suffering from it. She is retiring this summer, but knowing her, 
be sure that she will continue to engage in the battle against AIDS until 
it’s beaten. Thank you, Carolyn!

CITY REPAIRS OVAL PARK PICNIC TABLES
At the end of July,  city crews repaired the two picnic tables in the 
south side of Oval Park. Unlike the movable tables in the north side of the 
parks, these tables and their benches were installed years ago with steel 

legs set in concrete in the ground. Over time, tree roots and the natural 
movement of the ground cause the tables to careen at crazy angles making 
their surfaces unusable. Patti Harding, Watts-Hillandale’s energetic parks 
leader, added the tables to her list of needed parks repairs and improvements 
and asked the city for a fix.

The tables and their benches now stand perfectly straight. Drinks no 
longer turn over. Food stays on plates. Both tables and benches got new 
wood flat surfaces. One table has been modified by extending the table 
surface to accommodate persons unable to sit on the benches.

The city’s table fixes are just part of several clean-up and repair measure 
Patti has asked for. The city has also cleaned out some of the undergrowth 
that has accumulated for years on both side of the park. There is still more 
to be done, but Patti is on it.

NEW SIGN INSTALLED FOR  
OLD WEST DURHAM
VICKY WELCH

You MIGHT have noticed the new neighborhood entrance sign 
at the intersection of Hillsborough Road and Main Street to Old West 
Durham. It sits in front of Couch Oil. We want to give a big “Thank You” 
to Steve Couch of Couch Oil for purchasing the sign and a big “Thank 
You” to Mitch Fisher of Fisher Graphic Designs for creating the sign. It is a 
sister sign to the one on Ninth Street that Mitch designed years ago. There 
is some landscaping to be done around the new sign and we will be putting 
a shout out for volunteers to help with watering and possible planting of 
a few shrubs and flowers as the temperatures get cooler, so stay tuned or 
email vickyw1961@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer.

Mitch Fisher, left, and Steve Couch, right, pose with the new 
sign they provided for the neighborhood. Photo by Dan Welch.
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Neighborhood
NOTABLE  
HAPPENINGS  
IN OUR NECK OF  
THE WOODSNeighborhood

to individually owned units if they decide to sell 
them in the future. Neighbors generally liked the 
ideas the developers showed them and the de-
velopers undertook to articulate their ideas in 
proposed design commitments. As yet, there is 
no agreement on the number of units that might be 
contained in a building or how tall the buildings 
might be. Neighbors are still negotiating those as-
pects of the development design with developers.

The case has yet to hit the Planning Commis-
sion’s calendar for public hearing. Anthony has 
indicated that he may still buy more land to add 
to the project. A bigger project might mean more 
units, more traffic, and more storm water worries. 
Neighbors hope that recent progress in negotia-
tions will continue and that the neighborhood and 
the developers can hammer out a final agreement 
before the commission takes up the case.

Belmont Park Improvements Included 
in Participatory Budgeting
T h e  C i t y  o f  D u r h a m  will soon spend 
nearly $125,000 to improve Belmont Park. The 
money was awarded as a part of the city’s very 
first experiment in “participatory budgeting.” In 
the normal annual city budget process, the city 

manager proposes a budget and then the city 
council votes on whether to adopt it or modify 
it after one or more public hearings. Participa-
tory budgeting is a process where money is set 
aside from the city’s regular annual budget so 
that ordinary city residents can propose projects 
and vote directly on which to fund. This year, 
the city set aside $2.4 million for participatory 
budgeting to be equally shared among projects 
in the city’s three wards.

Citizens proposed more than 500 projects 
for potential funding through participatory bud-
geting. This long list was cut to 40 projects city 
residents could vote for. More than 10,000 peo-
ple cast ballots through an informal procedure 
promoted by city agencies and volunteers. When 
the votes were tallied, 14 projects won funding, 
including a proposal to improve Belmont Park. 
Watts-Hillandale neighbor James Umbanhow-
ar submitted the proposal to refurbish Belmont 
Park. When James’s submission was received, 
Alisha Goldstein, a volunteer in the participato-
ry budgeting process, canvassed neighbors near 
the park for ideas about how the park might be 
improved.

Belmont Park, at the corner of Albany and 
Sovereign Streets, was created as a playground 
park many decades ago when the giant pipes 

connecting Hillandale Reservoir to Lake Michie 
were laid beneath the land. Up through the late 
1980s, the little park contained some aging play-
ground equipment including swings, a slide, and 
see-saws. The park didn’t even have a name until 
1984 when the city invited the brand new Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association 
to come up with one. The name Belmont was 
chosen because neighborhood old-timers remem-
bered that the farm that had once covered that 
part of the neighborhood was called Belmont 
Farm. Belmont Park was de-emphasized when 
Indian Trail Park was created in 1991. The old 
playground equipment was removed and not 
replaced. Since that time, the park has suffered 
from neglect. The grass has become spotty. The 
split-rail fence has fallen, and here and there ero-
sion has set in. Some ideas for improvements to 
the park include toddler playground equipment 
and a bike pump track. Now that the park has 
been awarded participatory budget money, the 
Parks and Recreation department will meet with 
neighbors to get input on how best to spend it.

The participatory budget project was a broad 
success. In addition to the Belmont Park renova-
tions, other funded projects include an LGBTQ 
youth center, street trees, bus shelters, and im-
provements to other parks. 

PLACE YOUR  
BUSINESS  

ADVERTISEMENT HERE 
AND REACH OVER 2,000 

 NEIGHBORHOOD 
HOMES 

RATES START AT $65 
PER ISSUE 

PLEASE E-MAIL  
PARADEADS@ 

WHHNA.ORG TO  
RESERVE SPACE FOR 

YOUR AD

These businesses are 
sponsoring this newsletter. 

Please support them as 
they support us. 


Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

chicken coops

relax shacks 

garden coaching

award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com
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cident of a combination of new locally owned 
businesses that catered to the population of the 
area’s revitalizing neighborhoods. Stores like the 
Ninth Street Bakery, Regulator Bookshop, and 
Vaguely Reminiscent mixed successfully with 
old time businesses like McDonald’s Drugstore 
and Dailey’s Hardware. This combination kept 
people coming to Ninth Street when downtown 
Durham was completely dead. 

For 20 years, from 1980 until 2000, Ninth 
Street was Durham’s virtual downtown. While 
the city poured money into the revitalization of 
downtown, only circumstances and the pluck of 
local people and merchants kept Ninth going. 
Eventually, however, sleepy Durham, including 
Ninth Street, caught fire. The mill property was 
redeveloped. More than 1,000 new apartments 
were built. Newer, larger businesses and national 
chains moved in. Suddenly there was no place 
to park. The old, cooperative “park-anywhere, 
it helps all of us” attitude went away and signs 
threatening towing “If you leave this property…” 
went up. The Ninth Street merchants at least had 
the 40 or so parking places in the leased lot as 
insurance. Now, however, that insurance is gone.

The older local merchants hated the paid 
parking provided by the city, but admitted it 
was better than no parking at all. Today, with the 
public parking on the street limited to on-street 
spaces, they are justifiably worried about their 
future. Their customers and residential neighbors 
are worried that the special character of the area 
seems to be slipping away.

Progress Made on Proposed  
Hillandale Project
TOM MILLER

For three years, a neighborhood commit-
tee has been engaged in talks with developer Jim 
Anthony about his proposal to rezone and build 
on a tract of land he has assembled on Hillandale 
Road opposite St. Luke’s Church. The talks have 
proceeded slowly because Anthony has been ac-
cumulating the properties between Hillandale 
and the backyards of Tampa Avenue neighbors 
one-by-one. The land now comprises about 12 
acres and seven houses facing Hillandale on the 

east side and a large, wooded tract behind them 
containing an unopened “paper street,” Chester-
field Avenue, and a tributary of Ellerbe Creek.

When Anthony first approached the neigh-
borhood, he said he planned to replace the seven 
small homes with a “New Urbanist” project con-
taining a mixture of small houses on tiny lots and 
clusters of townhouses grouped around a shared 
lawn or garden. He invited neighborhood rep-
resentatives to a slide show of pictures of such 
projects in Atlanta. Neighbors liked what they 
saw and were generally supportive of the idea of 
an increase in density in exchange for good land 
planning and high-quality design.

To move forward, Anthony needs a change in 
zoning from the current suburban single-fami-
ly residential zoning to a more flexible planned 
density residential zoning allowing more than six 
units an acre. He would also need the city to close 
the paper streets and give the land to him. In prin-
ciple, area neighbors, backed by the neighborhood 
association, agreed to support Anthony’s requests 
to the city subject to coming to a final agreement 
about the committed elements of the project.

As time passed and Anthony acquired more 
land, his project began to change. He lost his en-
thusiasm for the New Urbanist mixture of small 
homes and townhouse clusters. The project be-
came a townhouse-only affair. Still, neighbors 
expressed a desire to support the project if An-
thony committed to a reasonable number of units, 
good residential design, effective buffers, shared 
open-space components, and most importantly, 
strong stormwater control measures. Talks con-
tinued, but Anthony became reluctant to agree 
to the neighbors’ requests – requests that were 
based in large measure on Anthony’s earlier rep-
resentations.

Development of this property will be tricky. 
Although it is around 12 acres in size, much of the 
land is covered by the Ellerbe Creek tributary 
that runs south from I-85, through the length 
of Anthony’s property, through the yards of 
neighbors living on Indian Trail, under the road 
there, and into Ellerbe Creek in the golf course. 
Even with the property mostly undeveloped 
woodlands, any heavy rain causes the tributary 
to overflow its banks into neighbors’ yards and 
over Indian Trail. Zoning rules require a 50-foot 

stream buffer on either side of the tributary, sig-
nificantly reducing the amount of land that can 
be built on. This requires Anthony to squeeze 
all of his units, parking, drives, and stormwater 
measures together. Neighbors are concerned that 
this concentration of impervious surface will ex-
acerbate the current flooding problem. They have 
asked Anthony for beefed-up stormwater mea-
sures and an improved culvert under Indian Trail. 
He resisted building anything but the minimum  
stormwater measures and has suggested that the 
neighbors pay to improve the culvert.

Another issue is  traf f ic  generation. 
Watts-Hillandalers know well that Hillandale 
Road south of I-85 becomes a parking lot during 
peak travel hours in the morning and again in the 
afternoon. Residents who live in whatever proj-
ect Anthony may build will have to enter and 
leave the project through this traffic. They will 
also contribute to it. Anthony does plan to add a 
turn lane on Hillandale, but that cannot solve the 
very serious access problem.

The stormwater and traffic impacts of the 
project are a function in part of the number of 
units ultimately built on the site. The neigh-
borhood has asked for a maximum of 75 units, 
a huge jump in available density, but Anthony 
had pushed for 90, the most units allowed under 
the code. A smaller number of units would drive 
down the number of auto trips generated by the 
project and would make more space available for 
better stormwater controls.

Neighbors were disappointed when earlier 
this year, Anthony introduced the neighborhood 
representatives to a partner who wants to build 
an ordinary apartment complex on the property 
– a far cry from the innovative, new-urbanist proj-
ect Anthony described when he first approached 
the neighborhood three years ago. 

Progress is being made, however. During a 
meeting with neighbors in August and in fol-
low-up communications, Anthony and his partner 
agreed to reduce the number of units from 90 to 
83. They also agreed to take a serious look into the 
engineering and costs associated with beefed-up 
stormwater commitments. They have also agreed 
to develop the project as legal townhomes, even 
though they might rent them at first. This would 
mean that the project could easily be converted 
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BIG TURNOUT FOR JULY 4 CELEBRATION
More than 800 neighbors , families and friends turned out for 
the 70th annual Watts-Hillandale Fourth of July parade and celebration. 
The weather was perfect and the morning temperatures were relatively 
cool for mid-summer. More than 25 neighbors volunteered to help with 
the event – turning out at 8 a.m. to hang flags, set up tents, set out traffic 
cones, sell T-shirts, ice down Cokes, and corral toys. We could not pull the 
thing off without their help.

The parade was led by our neighbor, Mayor Steve Schewel. At the front 
were the original flags that parade founders Tom and Alice Walker acquired 
for the first parade in 1950. With Steve was a color guard of flag-bearing 
neighborhood kids recruited on the spot. Jillian Johnson and DeDrea-
na Freeman from the city council, James Hill from the board of county 
commissioners, and Sen. Mike Woodard and Rep. Marcia Morey from the 
state legislature were also on-hand to celebrate with us. Among the crowd 
watching the parade were Susan Walker Gardner and her husband Ned 
from Apex. Susan is the daughter of Tom and Alice Walker. She was one 
of the original handful of kids who marched in the first parade so long ago.

To keep everyone safe and to add a little spit and polish to the proceed-
ings, Sheriff Clarence Birkhead sent a squad of motorcycle deputies to join 
the parade and the fire department sent a shiny pumper truck to sound its 
siren and set the pace. Afterwards, the trucks crew delighted young and 
old alike with a glorious spray of water.

After the parade, the crowd gathered in the park for Cokes provided 
by our neighbors at the Coca-Cola plant on Hillsborough Road. Mike 
Woodard ran a brand new United States flag up the flagpole and then led 
the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. Then the happy crowd hushed, 
thrilled to hear the O.K. Chorale sing the Star Spangled Banner led by 
celebrity conductor, Professor Rodney Wynkoop, director emeritus of the 
Duke Chapel Choir and current conductor of the Durham Choral Society. 
It was a perfect neighborhood Fourth of July.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  
BEER GARDEN HUGE FUN
This year’s  National Night Out neighborhood beer garden 
was attended by more than 200 neighbors. The event is held under a big 
blue-and-white tent in the Virginia Avenue yard of Tom and Kim Miller. 
There was lots of ice cold German beer, wine, and soft drinks to push back 
against the August heat. Many folks dressed for the occasion – wearing 
lederhosen and dirndl skirts. Traditional German music was provided 
by accordionist Gary Brunotte and his ensemble. The folks at Guglhupf 
provided two huge baskets of big, fresh-baked pretzels.

National Night Out was begun in 1984 by the National Town Watch 
Association as an event to promote community welfare by getting neighbors 
to know each other better. It is always held on the first Tuesday in August. 
In Durham, National Night Out is coordinated by Kimberle Walker and 
Will Glenn of the Durham Police Department. Neighborhoods and com-
munity groups all over town host community gatherings. Representatives 
from the police department and sheriff’s office and elected officials try to 
visit as many of the events as they can. 

There is no required format for a National Night Out event. Cookouts, 
potlucks, church meetings, and kids’ fairs are typical. There is only one beer 
garden, however, and that’s in Watts-Hillandale. Organizer Tom Miller 
adopted the Oktoberfest theme about 15 years ago on a whim. All of the 
elements were so close at hand. He and his wife Kim had the grassy side 
yard. Best Rent-all on Guess Road had the tent. Old West Durham neigh-
bor Claudia Cooper’s fabulous Guglhupf German bakery had the pretzels. 
And Sam’s, just off Ninth Street, had the incredible collection of German 
beer. The event this year was sponsored by the Watts Hospital-Hillandale 
Neighborhood Association, Catie and Reid Shaffer, Caryn Rossi and Perry 
Whitted, and the Millers.

For many years now, our National Night Out event has been used to 
promote the “Fill That Bus!” campaign of Crayons2Calculators, the Durham 
non-profit founded by neighbor Steve Schewel and others to collect school 
supplies for area teachers and their students. For the last couple of years, 
Kathy Carter and Fred Peterson in Watts-Hillandale and John Schelp 
in Old West Durham have coordinated the collection effort. Over 11 big 
plastic bins of school supplies were collected at the beer garden. In all, 
John, Kathy, and Fred reported that neighbors donated more than 25 bins 
of supplies. Way to go west Durham neighbors!

HILLTOPS AND BOTTOM LANDS
JOHN SCHELP

When Durham’s early neighborhoods were 
first laid out, big houses were built on the hilltops and 
smaller houses were built down in the creek bottoms. 
The big houses enjoyed fresh breezes while the smaller 
houses experienced f looding and smoke from the factories 
and mills. Drive along the Englewood-Knox corridor and 
you’ll pass through Watts-Hillandale, Walltown, Trini-
ty Park, Ruffin/South Ellerbe, Duke Park and end near 
Avondale. Historically, these neighborhoods were white, 
black, white, black, white, and black. 

Pauli Murray describes the bottom lands in her book, 
“Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family.”

“In 50 years, Durham had spread rapidly from a village 
to a bustling factory center, sucking in the rolling pine 
country around it. Shacks for factory workers mushroomed 
in the lowlands between the graded streets. The little com-
munities, which clung precariously to the banks of streams 
or sat crazily on washed out gullies and were held togeth-
er by cow paths or rutted wagon tracks, were called the 
Bottoms. It was as if the town had swallowed more than 
it could hold and had regurgitated, for the Bottoms was 
an odorous conglomeration of trash piles, garbage dumps, 
cow stalls, pigpens and crowded humanity.”
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Development Roundup
Around the first  of June, BLU SEA-
FOOD closed. Blu Seafood was located in the 
old Pizza Palace building on Markham Avenue 
near Hillsborough Road. For more than a decade, 
the restaurant specialized in simply prepared 
fresh, sustainable seafood dishes. A banner spread 
across the front of the building proclaims that 
MOE’S ORIGINAL BAR-B-QUE  will 
be opening soon. Founded in Colorado about 20 
years ago by three University of Alabama friends, 
Moe’s is now a chain of about 60 restaurants all 
over the country but concentrated mostly in the 
South. The owners seem to specialize in revital-
izing old restaurant locations rather than building 
new. Moe’s bills itself as “a Southern soul food 
revival.” The restaurant serves pit bar-b-que and 
southern style sides. The Durham shop will be the 
eighth North Carolina location. So far, no opening 
date for the Durham’s Moe’s has been announced.

Not far away, in the Solis building on Ninth 
Street, CHICKEN BEE  opened in August. 
Locally owned and operated, Chicken Bee serves 
Korean and Asian-fusion dishes like Bibimbap, 
Man Du, ramen bowls, spicy pork, and Kim-
chi fried rice, but its specialty is Korean-style 
fried chicken with a variety of sauces and sides. 
The owner is Ji Kim of Durham. Across Ninth 
Street, One World Market, the fair-trade shop 
selling all sort of handcrafts from around the 
world, changed its name to BULL CITY FAIR 
TRADE. The change went into effect this month.  

A little further south on Ninth Street, MI 
CALVILLOS ANTOJITOS MEXICA-
NOS has opened in the space that was Chubby’s 
Tacos and then Khaja’s Kurry. The small restau-
rant space has been redecorated and refreshed. 
Mi Calvillos specializes in Mexican street food 
– tacos, burritos, gorditas, tortas, and quesadillas, 
all made fresh – in an informal, sit-down setting. 
After opening mid-summer, the restaurant al-
ready has a strong following. Not too far down 
the street, in the space that was for many years oc-
cupied by Jin Cleaners and Show Repair, we can 
expect a new RUSH BOWLS. The restaurant 
specializes in healthy fruit, veg, and nut bowls 
and smoothies. Like Moe’s, Rush Bowls is a chain 
that started in Colorado. The business is growing 

fast. Currently there are about 15 locations coast 
to coast with around 20 more, including Ninth 
Street, on the way. No opening date has been set, 
but the space is being remodeled.

A number of neighbors have noticed the pile of 
earth and tree trunks on the vacant Hillsborough 
Road parcel just west of Hillandale Road. Ac-
cording to city planners, no construction project 
is planned for the site. It appears that the property 
is being used as a storage place for earth and tree 
debris. The land used to be connected to the res-
ervoir property and contained the West Durham 
Community Center and park. The community 
center was demolished in the mid-1980s when 
the freeway was extended west of Erwin Road. 
As part of the project, the at-grade intersection 
of Hillandale and Hillsborough Roads was sepa-
rated and a connecting ramp was created through 
the former park. The city created Indian Trail 
Park to replace the old West Durham facility.

And finally, neighbors in Watts-Hillandale, 
Old West, and across Durham were more than a 
little sad when WATTS GROCERY on Broad 
Street closed in July. When it opened 12 years ago, 
Watts Grocery was a leader in Durham’s food-
ie revolution. Chef-owner and Durham native 
Amy Tornquist was a pioneer in the farm-to-table 
movement. For many in the neighborhood, the 
restaurant was their go-to place – casual enough 
to walk to on a whim, upscale enough to celebrate 
a birthday, anniversary, or graduation. Amy was 
not just a friendly local business woman. She was 
and continues to be a highly supportive neighbor 
and beloved friend. She provided cupcakes for 
neighborhood events and meetings. She hosted 
neighborhood fundraisers for the Community 
Café. She attributed the Watt’s closure to a num-
ber of things, not the least of which is Durham’s 
changing restaurant scene and its current focus 
downtown. The Broad Street location is being 
remodeled into event space for Tornquist’s ca-
tering business, Sage and Swift.

“Rat Tail” Rezoning on Hold
D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f ew  y ea r s,  city 
planners have devoted considerable energy to 
converting the “Compact Neighborhood Tiers” 
surrounding proposed rail transit stops into “De-

sign Districts.” Compact neighborhood tiers 
were established to create areas of more intense 
development to make rail transit feasible. Design 
district zoning categories were added to the code 
to allow some of the most intensive development 
permitted in Durham. The concept is focused as 
much on the design and the form of buildings in 
the district as it is on use regulation. Today, two 
design districts, downtown and Ninth Street, 
demonstrate the potential of design district 
zoning. Both areas have seen the construction of 
hundreds of new multistory apartment buildings 
since being rezoned.

One of the compact neighborhood tier ar-
eas to be converted is the area centered on the 
proposed LaSalle Street rail transit station near 
where LaSalle and Erwin Road intersect. The 
compact neighborhood tier surrounding the pro-
posed station extends northward including the 
Crest Street neighborhood and even across the 
freeway to the narrowing triangle of land, the 
“rat tail,” between Main Street and Hillsborough 
Road west of Greystone Church. During public 
meetings about the conversion process, the Crest 
Street neighborhood objected to being included 
in a design district. Neighbors there did not want 
the intensified development allowed by permis-
sive design district zoning categories. Planners 
acceded to the neighborhood’s wishes and Crest 
Street was dropped from any future design dis-
trict rezoning.

With the Crest Street neighborhood out of 
the proposed design district, the “rat tail” on the 
north side of the freeway was completely isolat-
ed, but city planners still wanted to convert the 
land there to design district zoning rules – maybe 
tying it to the Ninth Street design district imme-
diately to the east. The area between Main and 
Hillsborough is currently zoned a mishmash of 
commercial, industrial, and residential zones and 
the actual uses on the ground, though fairly low 
in intensity, reflect the disorganized zoning. An 
argument for the design district conversion was 
that it would impose better order on future devel-
opment in the area. Some neighbors in Old West 
Durham and neighbors living along the western 
end of Englewood Avenue in Watts-Hillandale, 
however, have been concerned about the inten-
sification in development design district zoning 
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(continued on page 8)

Neighborhood
might bring to their back yards.

For the time being, these neighbors can re-
lax. When the Durham-Orange light rail proj-
ect fell through earlier this year, city planners 
back-burnered the project to rezone the “rat 
tail,” at least for the near future. Scott Whiteman 
with the Planning Department says that the city 
is reassessing its transit strategy and planners 
are concentrating their energies on the develop-
ment of a new Comprehensive Plan for Durham 
County. The Comprehensive Plan lays out de-
velopment and land use policies for the present 
and the future. Just how the new plan will affect 
Durham neighborhoods, including Old West and 
Watts-Hillandale, remains to be seen.

Bus Changes Proposed for  
Neighborhood
JAMES UMBANHOWER

Durham’s transit agency,  GoDur-
ham, is planning changes to the three bus routes 
that serve our neighborhood. These routes are 
the Bull City Connector, route 11/11A and route 
1/1A/1B. After final approval, scheduled to hap-
pen by early October, these changes will go in 
effect Jan. 25. Overall, the changes will see fewer 
stops in the northern part of the neighborhood, 
but an increase in the service at the stops nearer 
the central and southern part of the neighborhood.

The Bull City Connector, a fare-free route 
that runs frequently from Duke Campus, along 
Main Street and to the Golden Belt District, will 
be canceled. This service was started as a coop-
erative venture with Duke University in 2010. 
Duke paid for some of the costs of operation un-
til 2017. Duke has subsequently started its own 
private shuttle service. GoDurham’s decision 
to drop the only free route in its portfolio was 
largely due to the removal of Duke’s funding. 

Much of the loss of service will be picked up 
by increased frequency in the 11 bus route. This 
route serves the southern and central part of the 
neighborhood. It runs from the downtown sta-
tion along Buchanan, Green, Hillsborough and 
Erwin to the south end of Cole Mill Road with 
occasional service to Sparger Road. This route 
currently runs every half hour on weekdays and 

hourly on nights and weekends. Planned changes 
will see a doubling of frequency to 15 minutes on 
weekdays and 30 minutes on nights and week-
ends. Additionally, the route between downtown 
and Old West will be shortened to move along 
Main Street and Broad instead of Buchanan and 
Green Street. This change has been made with 
the intent to increase reliability. Finally, service 
to Sparger Road will be cut. 

Bus route 1/1A/1B serves the northern and 
eastern parts of our neighborhood, with half hour 
service from downtown to Northgate Mall then 
along Broad Street and Guess Road to points 
north including North Pointe Mall and Horton 
Road. This route will be changed to eliminate 
route variants 1A/1B. The major impact for the 
neighborhood will be removal of two bus stops 
provided by 1B on Guess Road between Broad 
Street and North Pointe Drive. 

Overall, the changes lead to more frequent 
service for most of the neighborhood compared 
to the current situation. While neighbors may 
rue the loss of a fare-free bus route downtown, 
the GoDurham normal service is relatively af-
fordable: Adult fares are $1 per ride; seniors 
ride for 50 cents; while students under 18 ride 
for free (students 12-18 require a pass which can 
be picked up at the downtown station). For more 
details on specific routes, visit GoDurham’s web-
site at godurhamtransit.org.

City Cancels Lease on Ninth Street 
Parking Lot
TOM MILLER

For decades,  the city leased the parking 
lot on the west side of Ninth Street for public 
parking. This summer, that lease ran out. The 
property owner, CPGPI Regency Erwin, LLC, 
has incorporated the lot into the parking reserved 
for the businesses on that side of the street, from 
Harris Teeter to Panera Bread. The company may 
redevelop the lot into a bank or other commercial 
uses in the future.

Parking has long been a difficult issue for 
Ninth Street businesses. Erwin Mills and then 
SEHED (the developer of Erwin Square and 
successor to the textile mill) once leased the 

parking lot to the city essentially for the taxes 
on the land. In 2012, SEHED sold much of the 
developed and undeveloped property on the west 
side of Ninth to a new group that developed the 
Harris Teeter and redeveloped the commercial 
strip in front of the grocery. That group entered 
into complicated negotiations with the city to 
get city improvements along the streetscape, in-
cluding new lighting, plantings and sidewalks. In 
return, the city wanted to continue to lease the 
parking lot. After the city made the requested 
improvements, the lease for the parking wound 
up costing the city more than $80,000 a year for 
a five-year renewable term. At that point the 
city converted the lot, which had been free, to 
a paid lot with a payment kiosk and contract en-
forcement officers. In May 2018, the city notified 
the developer that it would not renew the lease, 
which was scheduled to end in June this year. 
Fees generated by the lot could not cover the 
rent and expenses associated with operating the 
parking lot. The city made the decision to cancel 
the parking lease without consulting the Ninth 
Street merchant stakeholders. 

The small business owners on the east side of 
Ninth Street do not feel that they have been treat-
ed fairly in this process. At least one Ninth Street 
merchant noted that the city would never treat 
downtown merchants this way. Downtown mer-
chants enjoy a city-funded advocacy organization, 
Downtown Durham, Inc. At a meeting in August, 
the Ninth Street merchants decided to push for 
city improvements to Alley 8 with paving, light-
ing, and a walkway so it can serve as a pleasant 
and safe connection from Ninth Street to parking 
opportunities on Iredell Street. Alley 8 runs from 
Iredell Street to Ninth Street, emerging next to 
the Regulator. Making these improvements to 
the alley is called for in a Ninth Street plan that 
the city adopted in 2008, and again in a Ninth 
Street parking study the city commissioned in 
2013. But in spite of these recommendations, the 
city has yet to take any action. 

During the last decade, parking on Ninth 
Street has become increasingly problematic. 
The mercantile block of the street was original-
ly the “Main Street” for the old textile village. 
When the mill closed in the 1980s, the street 
had continued vitality because of the happy ac-
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