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Neighborhoods Join up to Celebrate 34th Night of Lights
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Watts-Hillandale has a spirited history of celebrating the holidays
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award-winning garden designs

FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

Night of Lights (continued from page 1)
Night of Lights is not just a Watts-Hillandale tradition. Through
the InterNeighborhood Council, member neighborhoods coordinate
their Night of Lights celebrations. Our Night of Lights celebration
is not affiliated with or symbolic of any one religion or ideology. We
simply want to mark the age-old tradition that so many countries and
cultures have noted for millennia: That light in the dark of winter
can give hope and joy. If you are new to our neighborhood, this is
a wonderful way to meet your neighbors and spread some joy in
our community.
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by lining the streets with luminaries, brightening our neighborhood with the warming
glow of candlelight. This tradition was started in 1985 by Caron Mayo, then vice
president of the WHHNA, and a cheerful group of volunteers. Ever since, we’ve come
together in unity to stroll our streets in the brisk winter air, joining groups of carolers
as we host open homes and parties.
Our 34th celebration marks a first for us and we’re excited to share that Old West
Durham’s neighborhood will be joining us in this year’s event. With more neighbors
lining the streets with luminaries, we are sure to have the biggest and brightest Night
of Lights evening yet! This year’s Night of Lights is on Sunday, Dec. 15. In the unlikely
event that we get rain, we’ll celebrate on Wednesday, Dec. 18.
Luminaria supplies will be on sale at the southern end of Oval Park at the picnic
shelter on Dec. 14 and 15 from 12 to 5 p.m. On Sunday, we’ll stay until we either sell
out or until 5:45 p.m. Luminary kits are sold in sets of 10 for $5, or you may purchase
individual sets for 50 cents each. To help reduce waste, please bring a bucket, pail or
reusable bag to fill up with sand.
Our Night of Lights celebration is also the time of year when we come together to
collect donations for our neighbors in need at the Community Café. The Community
Café has requested particular pantry items as we near the holiday season—coffee, tea,
sugar and creamer to help warm up in the mornings; pancake mix, syrup and canned
fruit to start the day off right; and canned soups, mac ‘n cheese and canned vegetables
to end the day with a comforting meal. Of course, canned meats, pantry staples like
paper plates, towels and napkins, and condiments would all be very helpful too. The
Community Café also accepts donations of gloves, hats and coats.
When you stop by Oval Park for supplies, drop off canned goods and money for the
Community Café. Watts-Hillandale residents can renew a membership, too, getting
a free luminaria kit. Members that have already renewed for 2019 get one free set!
To make this year’s event successful, we need lots of volunteers—setting up, selling luminaria, passing out sand, dropping off old plastic bags for sand—we have lots
of opportunities to get involved. If the weather is chilly enough, we might seek out
volunteers to swing by with hot chocolate, or to lend us some thermoses. If you can
work for a few hours selling luminaria supplies, gathering donations and signing up
WHHNA members, contact Heather Gudac at heather.gudac@whhna.org. She will
be signing folks up online this year to help work designated shifts. More information
will come soon on the neighborhood email lists.
(continued on page 12)

PARKS & REC REMOVES TOYS
FROM OVAL PARK
H E AT H E R G U D A C

The WHHNA Board of Directors received
word at their September meeting that Durham Parks &
Recreation would remove all toys from four city parks
during the last two weeks of September. Oval Park was
one of the four parks affected.
Reaction to this news was almost evenly split among our
neighbors—some were very upset to hear the news, and
others were glad for the change. Why did DPR take away
the toys that many children enjoyed playing with at each
visit to the park? Well, we didn’t get a very clear answer
besides it was a decision handed down from Risk Management. Ideas ranged from the toys not being built for outside
use (no UV coatings, not weather resistant) to not being
maintained properly. Several parents replied that they’ve
had concerns over the broken toys in the park, and that
some toys have posed tripping hazards to their children.
A lot of folks commented that the toys have been a
celebrated part of their children’s experiences at Oval
Park. Many children were able to play with toys that they
otherwise wouldn’t have access to, and removing the toys
has become a big disappointment to many families that
frequent the park on a regular basis.
Word of the toy removal and our neighborhoods’ reaction caught the attention of WRAL, which reached out to
us for comment. Due to tight time constraints, we weren’t
able to secure enough concerned parents (on either end of
the debate) to meet for an in-person interview.
All things considered, families are still encouraged to
bring toys with them to Oval Park. Just keep in mind that
anything left behind might not be there on your next visit.
INSIDE:
MEET NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE WHH AND
OWD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS (PAGE 4).

PARADE is the newsletter of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale and Old West Durham Neighborhood Associations. It is delivered quarterly to 2,000 households in the neighborhoods.
Membership is open to every adult who owns property or resides in the neighborhoods. Editor: Brandee Gruener, ParadeEditor@gmail.com. Designer: Amanda Shurgin. Advertising:
Reid Shaffer, PARADEads@whhna.org. Distribution: Catie Shaffer for WHH, catietshaffer@gmail.com; Vicky Welch for OWD, vickyw1961@gmail.com. Web Site: Dot Doyle,
Jamie Gruener and Chris Church. To subscribe to your neighborhood association’s mailing list, please go to whhna.org/list or to www.oldwestdurham.org/living/listserve.html.

Editorial

Comings & Goings

MOURNING LOST TREE

Are you a new neighbor?
Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

GI NGER BLUBAU GH , OLD W EST DU RHA M

a lovely old canopy tree whose majestic limbs provided shade in
the summer and homes for nesting birds year round. How much
oxygen did that huge tree manufacture for us? What peace and
tranquility I felt searching its arms for the owl who resides in our
‘hood or a murder of crows guarding from the topmost branches.
Pave paradise … put up a parking lot.
The corner of West Knox and Hillsborough Road will be a
parking lot for the ABC store. Our priorities are skewed when
a parking lot is favored more than an irreplaceable tree. I would
like to think that we could have had both if we could give nature
the same respect as we do development.
NEWS FLASH: City Council voted unanimously on Oct. 21 to
require tree preservation during residential development.
Editor’s note: In October, City Council voted to add a tree coverage requirement of at least 3 percent for non-residential developments in the urban
tier. Residential developers must preserve at least 7 percent of tree coverage
(increased from the previous 3 percent) or plant a higher percentage of trees.
In the suburban tier, developers must preserve 20 percent of tree coverage
or plant a higher percentage of trees. Find the details by visiting durhamnc.
gov/AgendaCenter/City-Council-4. Click on the Oct. 21 meeting and
then on item 24, Unified Development Ordinance Text Amendment, Tree
Coverage and Landscaping Revisions.
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John Wood
johnw@clinedesignassoc.com
Officers will be chosen at the next board
meeting on Jan. 23.
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SMOKEHOUSE & TAPROOM

MAVSBBQ.COM
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• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service.
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.

www.laundrymen.com

(919) 215-8575

Whole Hog
Experience!

Free App
For Easy
Ordering!

(919) 682-8978 • MavsBBQ.com
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Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service

Ask About Our

900 W. MAIN ST, DURHAM, NC 27701
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New Clients,
mention this ad to receive
$40 off
your first visit.



MAVERICK’S

ORDER ONLINE AT

Perry Whitted
919-323-7523
perry.whitted@whhna.org
1705 Maryland Ave.



Educating and empowering pet owners.

Located in the Central Park District
of downtown Durham
behind the police substation

LARGE & SMALL

Kate Panuska
kate.panuska@whhna.org
2034 Englewood Ave.

Donald Hoover, ǡ 

acupuncture, therapeutic laser,
advanced dentistry Ǥ

205 Broadway St
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292
www.bvhdurham.com

CATERING

Kokou Nayo
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kokou.nayo@whhna.org





LUNCH-BRUNCH
DINNER-DRINKS

Patti Harding
patti.harding@whhna.org
2206 Woodrow St.



Dr. Amber Meade

TAMMY WILSON moved to 1015 Iredell St. at the end of July. She first
moved from Sudbury, Mass. last October, found the house on Iredell, and
spent months finishing up renovations. A former resident of the Boston/
New England area for 37 years, Tammy originally grew up on Virginia
Avenue in WHH. She is retired from a sales and marketing career and has
three grown children who live in Denver, Tampa and Ireland.

TREASURER:
Jennifer Wood
919-597-8027
jennifer.wood@whhna.org
2400 Tampa Ave.

Maia Broussard, ǡǡ

Mindful movement for all ages!
www.TriangleAikido.com

KEVIN and ANNIE KILEY of 1720 Arrowhead Drive had a baby
on Sept. 4. His name is ADAM EDWARD KILEY. They would
love to meet other new parents in the neighborhood. Congratulations
to the Kileys.

KATHRYN LESTER-BACON and MICHAEL, JOSIE, and BEN
BACON moved back to their house on Rosehill Avenue in August.
Michael moved to OWD in 1999 on Iredell St., then to Rosehill in
2004. In 2012, Kathryn joined him at Rosehill, and in 2013 they moved
to Richmond, Va. Now they live back on Rosehill with two kids in tow.
Ben is 1 and Josie is almost 3. Welcome back, neighbors!



Betsy Williams,

DARREN GOBERT and his spouse, ROSS GASCHO, recently
moved to the area from Toronto and are looking forward to meeting their
new neighbors. They live at 1804 Sunset Ave. Darren noted that the Parade was one of the first pieces of mail they received after their move. “It
was a wonderful way to be introduced to a neighborhood that seems like
a great one,” he said.

2019–2020 NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
OLD WEST DURHAM

Triangle Aikido

PHUNCO 19-055

Hearts are heavy in Old West at the chopping down of



We partner with our clients to
enhance and celebrate the
human-animal bond.
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE AND REACH
OVER 2,000 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
RATES START AT $65 PER ISSUE
PLEASE E-MAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG TO
RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

NEIGHBORHOOD HATS AND SHIRTS
MAKE GREAT HOLIDAY PRESENTS
A Watts - Hillandale commemorative undergarment is the perfect
gift. The shirts are soft, all-cotton (mostly), and of the finest quality. There
are shirts of every size and a host of designs and colors. If you roll one
tightly and put a bright holiday ribbon around it, it’ll fill the toe of every
stocking and still leave room for the tangerine and candy on top. Imagine
your family’s delight! Shirts are just $12 each. Ooh! And we have hats
too! Blue and tan/blue ball caps with the Watts Hospital 1908 Red Cross
embroidered on the front — so handsome! They’re just $12 too. Contact
Tom Miller, the neighborhood’s man in underwear, at tom-miller1@nc.rr.
com to arrange for a special showing.

These businesses
are sponsoring
this newsletter.
Please support
them as they
support us.

SAVE THE DATE FOR CREEK WEEK
Can estate planning be a
straightforward, manageable,
and transparent process?
With Ampersand Law it can be.

Stop Worrying.
Start Planning.

benbaker2@msn.com

Contact your neighborhood
estate planning attorney,
Heather Hazelwood,
to learn more.

Find me on

(919) 973-4500
heather@ampersand-law.com
www.ampersand-law.com

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

Please join the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association and Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association for the annual community
volunteer day in the 17-Acre Wood Nature Preserve. This event is open to
all; please come, and please bring a friend!
This volunteer workday will be on Saturday, March 21 from 9 to noon, as
part of Durham Creek Week, held annually in March. We’ll do trail maintenance, trash pick-up, invasive species removal, and native plant gardening
to show support for this wonderful nature preserve in our backyards and
for ECWA’s efforts to make this natural space available for all to enjoy.
ECWA will provide gloves, tools, water, and snacks.
Please sign up beforehand at www.ellerbecreek.org. Click on Get Involved,
then on Attend an Event, then follow the link in the calendar to sign up.

NEIGHBOR STEVE SCHEWEL RE-ELECTED
DURHAM’S MAYOR
On Election Day in November, Club Boulevard neighbor Steve
Schewel easily was re-elected to a second two-year term as mayor of
Durham. During the campaign, Steve made his top priority the passage
of Durham’s Affordable Housing Bond. Steve, his wife Lao Rubert, and
their family have lived in Watts-Hillandale for more than 40 years. Steve
was the founder and owner of the Independent for many years. He served
on the Durham school board from 2004 until 2008 and later served six
years on the city council. He is highly regarded as a teacher and as a soccer
coach. Congratulations, Mayor Schewel!

BELOVED NEIGHBORHOOD
RESTAURATEUR DIES
Neighbors in Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale were
surprised and saddened to learn that Lilly Wong, former owner of the
Shanghai restaurant on Hillsborough Road, died in September. Shanghai
opened more than 35 years ago and quickly became a fixture in Durham.

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Dec. 2

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., N.C. School
W
of Science & Math, Bryan 109

Dec. 8

 WDNA Annual Holiday Party, 4–6 p.m.,
O
location TBA on listserv

Dec. 14-15 L
 uminaria sale and canned food drive, 12–5 p.m.,
at the Oval Park picnic shelter
Dec. 15

 HH and OWD Night of Lights, from dusk until
W
the candles burn out

Dec. 18		Rain date for Night of Lights
Jan. 6	WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
School of Science and Mathematics
Jan. 23		OWDNA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., location TBA
on listserv
Feb. 3	WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
School of Science and Mathematics
Mar. 2

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
W
School of Science and Mathematics

Lilly and her husband, Chef Peter Wong, bought the restaurant many years
ago and introduced new Cantonese style dishes. Lilly was the heart and
soul of the restaurant. She had an uncanny ability to remember every customer by name and make them feel welcome and special. The Wongs sold
the restaurant late in 2018 to enjoy a well-deserved retirement. Lilly’s
illness and death were unexpected. Lilly’s friends and Shanghai customers
throughout west Durham mourn her passing.

THANKS TO HALLOWEEN VOLUNTEERS
Numerous neighbors pitched in to make the 2019 Halloween trick
or treating a fun and safe event. This includes our traffic cone team, Ron
Grunwald, Lorisa Seibel, Meg Thomson, Anne Lazarides, Melanie Middleton and Tom Miller. Kevin Crofton and Catie and Reid Shaffer provided
the pick-up trucks. Jamie Gruener arranged for the hiring of police officers
by the WHHNA and sent them home early when it started to pour. The
City Sign Shop delivered the cones and gathered them in again. Thank
you to them all.
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

PORCH FEST TRADITION CONTINUES
G I N G E R B LU B A U G H

On Saturday, Oct. 5, a thankfully cool Durham day, the Old West
Fall Porch Fest happened. This was the third time Old West paired local
musicians to neighborhood porches for an afternoon of music and friends
meeting up. Neighbors strolled from one porch to the next, ending with
music at Locopops, dedicated to the children.

Musician Bob Funck plays for neighbors at a home on Alabama. Photo by Ginger Blubaugh

There were four porches and four different songwriters/musicians that
participated: the Buscovites, Charles Latham, Bob Funck, and the Animals.
Neighbors brought chairs, children, drinks, dogs and made new acquaintances or renewed old ones. Huge thanks to Rin Prendergast for organizing
this event. We hope to see ya’ll next year.

NEW MEMBERS JOIN OWD BOARD
V I C K Y W E LC H

A big welcome to the new board members for Old West Durham 2020:
EMMET FURLONG, CHELSIE MITCHELL, CHARLES
KACIR, JOHN WOOD and DAVID EKLUND. The returning
members are BETH DRAY, BETH PLONK, CATHY SAYLOR,
VICKY WELCH and FRED BROADWELL. We have a great mix
of neighbors to bring fresh ideas for the coming year.
You can find contact information on the Old West Durham web page
at www.oldwestdurham.org along with dates of the board meetings and
neighborhood events. As a reminder, the board meets four times a year and
all are welcome to attend.
David Eklund moved from San Francisco to Old West Durham in 2016.
He works in medical software development and in his free time enjoys
woodworking, cycling, and paddle boarding on Falls Lake.
Emmet Furlong and Lizzie moved to OWD from a rental in Historic
Oakwood in Raleigh in 2001. Emmet is originally from Ireland. They were
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looking to buy their first home and immediately fell in love with OWD
and a 1926 fixer-upper with its majestic maple tree and the large yard on
Lawndale Avenue. They decided to take a chance on what was then a very
different Durham and have never regretted it. This is Emmet’s second time
on the board and he looks forward to meeting new neighbors and working
on the board on their behalf.
Originally from Texas, Charles Kacir moved to OWD from Philly with
his girlfriend in 2017. Charles likes playing table top games, reading, and
tinkering with anything that has a USB port or can connect to something
which has one. He believes that building local community is a worthwhile
endeavor, and hopes to serve well as a young renter’s voice on the board.
Chelsie Mitchell, her partner Tyler, and their dog Storm moved to the
neighborhood three years ago to pursue new careers after living in Boone for
six years, where they both attended Appalachian State University. They chose
Old West Durham after falling in love with the beautiful oak trees, strong
sense of community, and walkability. Chelsie is excited to join the board
and looks forward to advocate on behalf of renters in Old West Durham.
After being a resident of Durham for more than 30 years, John Wood
and wife Bethzaida moved into a century-old house on Green Street about
eight years ago. You’ll meet him walking their dog Canelo or running within
OWD. Working in the planning/ design community has provided John
the opportunity to see Durham change and grow (mostly for the better)
from several different perspectives. He looks forward to drawing on these
perspectives as a new member of the board.

WHH HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING,
ELECTS MEMBERS
D OT D OY L E

On Oct. 10 , more than 40 neighbors attended the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting on the N.C. School of
Science & Math campus. They heard updates from city staff regarding neighborhood water mains, sanitary sewers and stormwater (see story on p. 7).
Board members also reviewed the ongoing discussions with the developer of
the Hillandale project (read more on p. 6), WHHNA-sponsored events, our
financial status and more. A slate of 13 board members, including a few new
members, was voted on and unanimously approved for the 2019-2020 year.
Treasurer Bo Harriss updated us on the status of the neighborhood’s
finances: see his slide show at www.whhna.org. Special thanks to Tom
Miller for providing door prizes, including hammers, fire extinguishers,
tape measures, and WHHNA ball caps. All the winners were particularly
glad they came to the meeting!
Among existing board members, DOT DOYLE and HEATHER
GUDAC continued in their roles as president and vice president, while
JERRI PLUMMER moved into the role of secretary and JENNIFER
WOOD became the new treasurer. RUBÉN GONZALEZ, JAMIE
GRUENER, and PERRY WHITTED continued as directors on the
board.
The board welcomed five new members. KEVIN CROFTON is a
recent retiree from 35 years of working for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a research scientist and manager. He moved to N.C. in 1980
to finish his education at UNC. He and Susan moved to Wilson Street in

PA R A D E

ment Ordinance,” is extremely complicated and
the new EHC rules are equally complex. In the
next few editions of PARADE, we will try to
isolate and cover one or more aspects of the new
rules. In this article, we will consider the EHC’s
new “small house” rules.
Prior to the adoption of the EHC, zoning for
most of the properties in Old West Durham and
Watts Hospital Hillandale allowed only single
family residential use. Lots in these zones had to
meet minimum width and area requirements the
smallest of which, for RU-5 zoning, means 45
feet wide and 5,000 sq. ft. A very small portion
of Watts-Hillandale and a much larger portion
of Old West Durham is zoned RU-5(2), a zone
that permits duplexes in addition to single family
homes. These zoning categories were created by
the city in 2006 long after the neighborhoods
were developed and, as a result, a great many of
the lots in both neighborhoods do not conform
strictly to the rules.
The purpose of the EHC changes is to promote increased residential density in the established neighborhoods nearest downtown,
including Watts-Hillandale and Old West
Durham. One of the ways the EHC hopes to
accomplish this is to permit existing homes and
lots in these neighborhoods to be redeveloped
into smaller lots with “small houses,” a new zoning term-of-art encompassing a host of rules and
conditions. Under the new small house rules,
it is possible to split existing larger lots into
lots as small as 25 feet wide and 80 feet deep
(2,000 sq. ft. minimum). The new rules provide
that a house built on such a lot can be no larger
than a total of 1,200 sq. ft. in area and occupy a
footprint on the ground of no more than 800 sq.
ft. The height of the building cannot exceed 25
feet (the way the city measures height actually
allows roof peaks to go a little higher).
Under the EHC, the “small house” could either be a single family home or a duplex as long
as the total area is not larger than 1,200 sq. ft. and
complies with the other rules.
The new rules would also allow an accessory
dwelling unit on a small lot with a small house or
duplex. This means that as many as three dwelling units could be put on a single lot only 25 feet
wide. It would be difficult if not impossible to
fit three dwelling units on a lot containing only
2,000 sq. ft. under the applicable rules. But as a
practical matter, however, new 25-foot-wide lots
in Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale are
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most likely to be created by splitting an existing
50 x 150 ft. lot in two along its length. The resulting small lots would each contain 3,750 sq.
ft. — more than enough area to include a 1,200
sq. ft. small house or duplex and an accessory
dwelling unit of up to 800 sq. ft. (the new ADU
limit under the EHC).
Putting a small house or duplex on a lot only
25 feet wide comes with design challenges. The
rules require a five-foot side yard between the
house and the lot line. This means that the house
itself cannot be wider than 15 feet. To organize
all of the allowable 1,200 sq. ft. onto an 800 sq.
ft. footprint means that the house will have to
be around 40 to 50 feet deep depending on how
much of the allowable space is put into a second
level. Such a building, if divided into a duplex,
would probably be organized with front-andback units or up-and-down units rather than
side-by-side. An accessory dwelling unit would
have to go behind the principal residence and
could take up as much as another 800 sq. ft. of
the lot.
The EHC rules provide that houses and
duplexes built under the small house rules do
not have to have off-street parking. Streets in
most blocks of Watts-Hillandale and Old West
Durham can probably absorb two or four of
these dwellings (assuming that they will come
in pairs) without significantly straining the
shared on-street parking resources. A concentration of these units in any block could cause
problems.
The EHC rules do require that each small
lot have a tree. This requirement was included
based on the experience in Old West Durham
where several recently redeveloped properties
were near entirely covered by new buildings,
driveways, and parking areas.
How likely is it that small houses and
duplexes will be built in Old West and
Watts-Hillandale? That’s a hard question to
answer. Market forces will surely play a role
and it will depend upon how much money
might be made from tearing an existing house
down, dividing the lot, and building new.
Surely, the cheaper the existing house and lot
can be obtained, the greater the likelihood that
redeveloping the lot will yield an attractive
profit. Will people want 1,200 sq. ft. dwellings or 600 sq. ft. duplex units? The recent
limited tear-down trend in Watts-Hillandale
indicates that the money is in tearing down

smaller older homes and rebuilding much larger single-family residences, but since that has
been the only option until now, it is hard to
say whether that trend will continue. In Old
West Durham, the tear-down trend has been
more aggressive and more mixed in its results.
Certainly smaller older homes have been torn
down to be replaced by larger single family
homes, but a great many houses have been torn
down and replaced by large rental buildings
that, though technically single family homes,
are actually made up of three or more bedroom
suites. The proliferation of these buildings
caused the neighborhood to seek the protection of a Neighborhood Protection Overlay.
It is reasonable to expect that some builder/
developer will wish to experiment with the
new opportunity provided by the EHC’s small
house rules.
And what about Old West Durham’s Neighborhood Protection Overlay? What about the
local historic district in Watts-Hillandale?
Will these added layers of zoning protection
prevent the redevelopment of existing lots into
the EHC’s small lots and small houses? The answer in both cases is no. The Old West Durham
NPO rules originally contained minimum lot
dimension rules that would have prevented a
25-foot-wide lot, but that part of the NPO
was repealed when the EHC was adopted. The
NPO’s other major provision, the floor area ratio
or FAR, is designed to prevent the construction
of houses so large they are out of keeping with
the neighborhood. Since the EHC’s small house
rules limit construction to just 1,200 sq. ft., the
FAR rules limitation on really big houses would
never be implicated.
The southern portion of Watts-Hillandale,
including the houses along Club and Englewood
and the streets in between, are protected by historic district rules. These rules subject exterior
changes to historic houses and new construction
in the district to the scrutiny and approval of the
city’s Historic Preservation Commission, but
they do not ban the demolition of historically
significant homes. Nor do they automatically
prevent the subdivision of existing lots or building newer smaller houses. Just how the Preservation Commission will handle tear downs
and redevelopment under the EHC remains to
be seen, but proposals which conform to the
standards of the district’s Preservation Plan
must be approved.
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The Heart of the Neighborhood
tial properties — in some cases actually running
under homes — making them hard to maintain!
Project staff will work to reroute these sewer
lines to the public right of way in the streets.
Sykes assured us that they are committed
to minimizing disruptions to residents and the
neighborhood as much as possible. For this project they will use a mixture of both trenchless and
traditional trenching methods to rehabilitate the
sanitary sewer. Staff anticipate that in 2020 plans
will be finalized for this project and the project
itself will take about nine months to complete
in 2021.
The Department of Water Management has
agreed to provide project updates at upcoming
WHHNA annual meetings as these projects
proceed. Neighbors are encouraged to visit
durhamwaterprojects.org for more information
and for updates on current Water Management
projects.
Our last presentation included some good
news about improvements to stormwater
drainage on Club Boulevard and in the northern section of Oval Park. Dana Hornkohl from
the Stormwater Department told us that in the
past, the maintenance of drains in city parks has
been the purview of the Parks and Recreation
Department. This task has been reassigned to
the Stormwater and GIS Services Department.
Currently under design, the Oval Park Drainage
Improvement Project will be included in a construction contract scheduled to be advertised in
March 2020. Staff anticipate that construction
will begin by June 2020. The project will likely close a section of Oval Drive (the northwest
corner) for approximately a month. The park will
remain open during the work; however, sections
of the park will be closed temporarily as some
stormwater infrastructure is replaced. Staff intend to keep the park open for residents as much
as possible. It is anticipated that this project will
improve the flow of stormwater runoff in Oval
Park, thus enhancing the experience for the many
adults and children who use this facility. We look
forward to fewer mosquitoes and a less muddy
play area!
Hornkohl also reported that the Stormwater
Department will work to improve the flow of
runoff on Club. Neighbors on the north side of
the 2100 block of Club, close to the park, find
that in a heavy rain the current drainage is inadequate and overruns neighbors’ properties. A
new stormwater drain will be installed to better
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remove rain water. This work will likely happen
either immediately prior to or immediately after
the Oval Drive Park project. The work is not
anticipated to close West Club Boulevard.
Finally, early in October and before the annual
meeting, the neighborhood board shared with
Hornkohl a list of properties that tend to flood
after heavy rains and a map showing these properties. The data was gathered from an informal
survey that was gathered via the listserv in August. The Public Works Department is comparing
the locations and reports of flooding we provided
against their data. They will use this information
to augment their database of previously reported flooded properties. This information will be
used to help prioritize their efforts to evaluate
the need for repairs and improvements to existing
storm drainage systems, particularly those areas
where the systems do not meet current design
requirements.
Please go to the home page of the Watts Hillandale website, www.WHHNA.org, and look
for the paragraph about the annual meeting on
Oct. 10. There you will find links to the three
presentations that were made at the meeting.
These presentations include maps of the affected
streets and other useful information.
We appreciate the city staff who attended our
meeting and shared these important updates with
those in attendance.

City Repairs Sidewalk in Time for
Trick-or-Treaters
Just days before Halloween , the
city storm water folks fixed a dangerous situation along the sidewalk on the north side of
Club Boulevard near the intersection of Club
and Carolina Avenue. For the better part of a
year, the earth beneath the sidewalk had washed
away into a tributary of Ellerbe Creek that runs
below Club at that spot. The unsupported concrete slabs of the sidewalk hovered over the hole
forming an impromptu and dangerous bridge.
The city put up cones and an orange snow fence
many months ago, but didn’t get back to repair
the situation. In August, neighbors Chris Flannagan, April Henry, Patti Harding and others,
fearing a Halloween disaster, began to send in
complaints. One neighbor wrote “In 3 weeks
1500 children plus parents will be walking
along this block for Halloween. It is not safe

(continued from page 7)

for them as they will have to walk in the street
to get around this obstruction.” Another wrote
“Please fix the sidewalk so that it is walkable
again before it collapses.”
When no repair had been made by mid-October, neighborhood association President Dot
Doyle called the city and explained our unusual
Club Boulevard trick-or-treat situation. Repairs
were underway immediately. It was no simple
task. The Ellerbe tributary flows north under the
church property on the south side of Club and
then under the street itself through an ancient
tile. The tile discharges its water into an open
creek running between the houses on the north
side of the street. The creek is fully 15 feet below
the bank of earth holding up the sidewalk and
the tile is located at least 10 feet below the sidewalk. All of the earth from the street curb under
the sidewalk had simply given way and washed
down into the open creek. To effect the repair,
the city had to splice new tile on to the end of the
old pipe, rebuild the earthen bank, and secure it
with riprap made of large stones. Heavy equipment, trucks, and earth-movers, were brought
in and for a few days the travel lanes of Club
Boulevard had to be shifted to make work space
for city crews.
By Oct. 28, the bank had been restored and
the section of sidewalk that had to be removed
was replaced with a temporary packed gravel
path. Disaster averted in time for Halloween!

1989. He says he joined the board “because I want our neighborhood to
continue to be a great place to live.”
KATE PANUSKA recently moved from New York City to be closer
to in-laws in the Durham area and parents in Asheville. She is the finance
and operations director at Book Harvest, a local non-profit dedicated to
improving children’s literacy skills. With two children under the age of 4,
she feels it was a great decision to move to a little bungalow on Englewood.
She wants to work on helping her neighborhood in any way possible.
CHRIS FLANNAGAN and his wife, Amanda, and son, Phineas,
moved to Durham in 2016 and to Oakland Avenue in 2017. You might
recognize the large garden and bean teepee in their front yard. Amanda is
from North Carolina and Chris is a reluctant transplant who moved here to
start his nursing career at Duke. Chris enjoys WHH and is looking forward
to working with the board to keep improving it for the better.
KOKOU NAYO works for Church World Service as a political
advocate for refugees. He hails from Togo, West Africa originally, but has
become a Tar Heel since receiving his master’s degree in social work from
UNC. He moved to Durham three years ago. He is often found on the soccer
field or advocating for the advancement of the town of Durham.
PATTI HARDING and Donna, her partner, bought their first house
together in this neighborhood in 2002 with the intention of starting a family
here. This is the only home her son, born in 2005, has ever known. After
working as an engineer in consumer safety for 26 years, she now spends
more time with her family and volunteering in the neighborhood parks.
The board would like to thank departing secretary J U L I A
BARNARD and directors VOLKER BLUM, CHRIS MEYERS,
and TOM MILLER for their work on behalf of the neighborhood.

CO-WORKING SPACE BECOMES
NON-PROFIT
Nido Coworking & Childcare , located at 902 Broad St., reg-

The Details on New Small Houses
Small Lots
TO M M I L L E R

T h e c i t y ’ s n ew “Expanding Housing
Choices” zoning rules went into effect on Oct.
1. The initial proposal for the rules was rolled
out last November and immediately became the
subject of considerable anxiety and debate. Both
the Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale
neighborhood associations sponsored presentations and meetings about the EHC rules. The
Planning Commission held three hearings on
the proposed rules and sent the City Council
detailed recommendations based on citizen
comments both for and against the proposals.
Ultimately, the City Council adopted the rules
without changes just as they were proposed by
the planning staff.
Durham’s zoning code, the “Unified Develop-

PA R A D E

istered as a non-profit earlier this year. Founded in 2015 and the longest
running shared workspace and daycare facility in the U.S., they have enabled
women-owned businesses to get started and grow in Durham. They are
now accepting donations to cover the costs of classroom supplies, student
scholarships, and facility costs. If you are interested in supporting Nido,
visit nidocoworking.org/get-involved.

DID YOU KNOW?
Oakland Avenue north of Woodrow Street was originally named
“Florida Avenue” consistent with the post-World War I patriotic theme.
The streets circling the park we call Oval Drive and Oakland Avenue were
originally called “Park Avenue.” By the 1920s, Durham was full of streets
with duplicate names and the city began to rename them. Oakland Avenue
was the result of that renaming effort.

STITCHES TAILOR SHOP HAS
STRONG LOCAL TIES
V I C K Y W E LC H

Linda Laws is the owner of Stitches Tailor (next to Durham Tire). My
interest in her arose when I delivered a Parade newsletter to her with the
last distribution. She sat in a tiny back room in front of a sewing machine,
surrounded by garments, scissors, thread and buttons. She has worked out
of this small house that she rented for the last 23 years.
Speaking with her I got the feeling of how much she is embedded in
our community. She says she keeps trying to retire, but the people and the
sewing are difficult for her to give up. She is originally from Durham and
graduated from Hillside High, the class of ‘69. Back then the curriculum
consisted of a sewing class for three hours a day for two years. When she
graduated, she worked at Scott’s Tailor on Foster Street for 10 years and
various other clothing shops before going into business for herself. She only
does alterations these days because she works alone. She has had a great
following over the years with locals and word of mouth. Fortunately this
has kept her very busy, Coach K being one of her clients.
The quality of her work is very important to her. She views this service
as her life ministry and hopes to somehow keep this art alive. If you are ever
in need of a tailor, stop into her shop located at 2500 Hillsborough Road.
You won’t be disappointed.

WATER MAIN BURSTS, FLOODS PARK
On the evening of Saturday, Sept. 21, a large water main in Guess
Road near Westover Park burst with dramatic effect. Water surged up
through openings in the street and flooded down the hill toward Westover
Park where it jumped the curb and flooded the playground. The sound of
the rushing water brought neighbors out of their houses. City police and
work crews responded quickly, but it was many hours before the situation
was brought under control. Traffic on Guess was blocked for a time and
many area residents experienced little or no water pressure Saturday night.
After repairing the water main, city workers filled the hole at the corner
of Wagoner and Guess Road with gravel. Later they returned and patched
the pavement.

D EC EM B E R 2 0 1 9

•5

The Heart of the Neighborhood

VISIT WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE ON THE WEB AT WWW.WHHNA.ORG

Development Round-up
Compared to our neighbors east of downtown, who have no main grocery stores at all,
Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale are in a
grocery store paradise — albeit one now heavily
dominated by HARRIS-TEETER. In September, the former Kroger store at North Pointe reopened as a Harris-Teeter. Then, just recently, the
old Kroger store at the Festival Center on Hillsborough Road also reopened as a Harris-Teeter.
With the existing store at the Shops of Erwin
Mill, that makes three HTs in close proximity to
the neighborhood. We also have a large Whole
Foods on Broad Street and a medium sized Food
Lion on Hillsborough Road. The Kroger grocery
store chain bought Harris-Teeter in 2013 for $2.5
billion dollars and in 2018, decided to close most
of the Kroger stores in the area and reopen a number of them under the HT banner.
To make the Hillsborough Road Kroger
into a Harris-Teeter, the front portico was
redesigned and clad with brick veneer. The
interior was completely renovated and now
closely resembles the Erwin Mill store. The
store features large areas devoted to cooked
foods, wines and beer, a bakery and a deli. The
store has a pharmacy drive-thru and a special
lane for e-shoppers to pick up their on-line
orders. The new store is accompanied by a
reopened HT gas station in the parking lot in
front of the building.
Over on Ninth Street, the restaurant space
in what was originally the Solis Apartments,
but is now called 810 Ninth, will soon be home
to SECRETS, a Vietnamese pho noodle bar.
At the corner of Ninth and Green Streets, the
location seems like it would be the perfect spot
of a successful eatery. That hasn’t been the case.
The space was first Pie Hole, a business focused
on sweet and savory pies. That business lasted
only a few months and then, after sitting empty
for a while, the space was home to Saint & Co, a
restaurant serving coffee, baked goods, sandwiches and pizza with a French accent. The food was
good, but it didn’t catch on. Let’s hope Secrets
has more success.
At the other end of Ninth Street on Erwin
Road, the new BLUE LIGHT LIVING
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apartment building now under construction is
just about to top out at seven stories. The building occupies the location of what was built in
the 1940s as the Blue Light drive-in and later
became Sam’s Quick Shop. The Blue Light
Living building will hold around 80 two- and
three-bedroom fully furnished apartments. The
project is designed to be a high-end, off-campus
residence for students that will be leased by the
bedroom. The leasing office on Ninth Street (on
the second floor of the old Francesca’s building)
even operates a roommate service. Each bedroom
in the two-bedroom, two-bath units go will go
for $1,600 a month and a bedroom in the three
bedroom, three bath units will go for $1,400
a month. The building will have two floors of
parking; each space rents for $100 per month.
There will be a rooftop pool and a 24-hour coffee
station and fitness center.
Although the new Blue Light Living building
is on the other side of the railway bridge over
Erwin Road, the building completely closes in
the Ninth Street cityscape looking south. The
building is scheduled to open in August of 2020
— in time for the new school year at Duke.
Also on Ninth, NATIVE THREADS
owner Orlando Morales announced that the shop
will close at the end of the year. For nearly three
decades, the shop sold clothing and other goods
imported from around the world. Well recognized for its bright green trim and copper frogs
out front, Native Threads’ departure is certain to
change the landscape of old Ninth Street.
Finally, over at 721 Broad St. in the modern
ADF building, CLOCHE COFFEE has
opened in the space that was Big Bundts until recently. Cloche serves a variety of organic coffees
and teas and pastries from Ninth Street Bakery.
Interestingly, the shop also sells potted plants. A
cloche is a glass cover to protect plants and keep
them warm. The Cloche Coffee interior has glass
on three sides — like a cloche — and an inviting
deck to the side.

Hillandale Development Plan Grows
TO M M I L L E R

I n t h e l a s t i s s u e of PARADE, we
reported that neighbors near Hillandale Road

NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

VISIT OLD WEST DURHAM ON THE WEB AT WWW.OLDWESTDURHAM.ORG

were hopeful of finally coming to an understanding with Raleigh developer Jim Anthony and his
partners about his proposal to rezone and redevelop about 12 acres between Hillandale and
Tampa Avenue north of Indian Trail. Negotiations have been underway with forward and
backward progress for more than three years as
Anthony acquired more and more property. The
land currently contains about seven houses facing
Hillandale. Most of the acreage is sensitive environmentally and is undeveloped. It is currently
zoned for single family use. Anthony’s project
will require more flexible Planned Density Residential, or PDR, zoning.
Anthony’s original idea for the property was
a new urbanist mixture of small houses and multifamily buildings sharing open play and garden
spaces. As his property holdings increased, his
concept changed to a townhouse project and
now an apartment project. The neighbors have
been concerned about a number of issues including land and building design, buffering,
and traffic, but also stormwater run-off. The
property contains a tributary to Ellerbe Creek
that becomes a torrent flooding yards and Indian
Trail during heavy rains.
At a meeting in August, the neighbors were
encouraged when Anthony agreed to build no
more than 83 units and promised to look into
building more than the minimum stormwater
control measures. His partner seemed interested
in working with the neighbors on design commitments that would make the new project more
compatible with the existing neighborhood. It
was hoped that the neighbors and the developers
would reconvene within a few weeks to finalize
their agreement and work together towards the
rezoning of the property.
In response to the neighbors’ recent inquiry
about getting back together, Anthony responded by saying that he had another Hillandale lot
under contract and that it was necessary for him
to back away from the 83-unit limit he offered in
August. Instead he was renewing his insistence
on 90 units — the maximum allowed under the
zoning rules. The number of units matters because
all of the traffic generated by the development
will come and go from a single access point on
Hillandale Road just where morning and after-
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noon peak hour traffic is the worst. Also, each
new building squeezed onto the property and its
attendant drives and parking add to the impervious surface of the project and decrease the area
available for stormwater mitigation.
Neighbors are fatigued by the developer’s
ever-shifting concept of the project, but remain
committed to working to achieve a compatible
and workable new development for the neighborhood.

Neighborhood Parks
Adopted and Improved
PAT T I H A R D I N G

What a year for our parks! WHHNA adopted the four neighborhood parks—Oval Park,
Indian Trail Park, Westover Park, and Belmont
Park — through the City of Durham’s Parks
& Recreation’s Adopt-A-Park program. Our
parks needed some TLC as little had been done
since their last major renovation. This program
provides a formal way to record the extra care
we give our parks. The program requirements
include park clean-ups/litter pick-ups a minimum of six times at each park, each calendar
year, for a total of 24 park clean-ups a year. To
do this, we started “Last Saturdays,” which run
the last Saturday of the month, March to November, to precede First Thursdays and avoid
the cold of winter. At Oval Park, in addition to
picking up litter, we cleared sweet gum balls by
the food truck area to reduce the First Thursday ankle-rolls, maintained the memorials, and
cleared the drains in the park.
At Oval Park, we hosted walk-throughs with
Parks & Recreation and Urban Forestry. We
used these walk-throughs to generate a long list
of items that needed to be addressed. The items
we addressed in 2019 include:
•R
 emoved dead and dangerously leaning trees
• Removed the large limb that hung low over
the amphitheater steps
• Removed the saplings near the amphitheater
steps
• Cleared the vines from the backstop
• Trimmed back the trees by food truck area
so we no longer have to duck while trying to
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avoid ankle-rolls on the gumballs
•R
 emoved the overgrowth and poison ivy at
the Oval Drive entrance near Club
• Removed some of the overgrowth on the south
side of Oval Park, along Oakland
• Upgraded the wonky picnic tables on the
south side by leveling them and then replacing
rotted wood and painting them
• Upgraded the benches around the tennis
courts by replacing rotted wood and painting them
• Replaced and painted the backstop at the
tennis courts
Dates are scheduled in December for tackling the overgrowth by the park inlet/drain near
Club Boulevard. Also, we are preparing for the
improvement of Belmont Park, a project that city
residents chose to receive $125,000 in funding
during participatory budgeting.
We also began addressing the crime at our
parks by taking advantage of another city program, CPTED, which stands for Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design. This
program is offered by the Durham Police Department. Our Community Resource Officer, Officer
Laurence Brown, conducted a formal assessment
of the park, specifically with regards to crime,
and prepared a written report. The report will
be posted on the WHHNA website and will be
the basis of our 2020 improvement projects at
Indian Trail Park.
I want to thank all the WHH residents who
participated in Last Saturdays by picking up litter
or donating supplies, such as the 5-gallon buckets.
Twenty-four clean-ups a year is overwhelming.
Thank you for your help!

City Provides Update on Sewer, Water
Main, Storm Drainage Projects
D OT D OY L E

At the WHHNA annual meeting in October,
neighbors learned of three projects that will affect Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham
residents over the next three years. First, Beth
Steffens, project manager from Dewberry Engineering INC, presented information about an upcoming sanitary sewer and waterline replacement

project that will happen in our neighborhoods.
The city calls this the West Club Blvd. Corridor
Utility Rehabilitation Project.
Over the past year, you’ve likely seen contractors surveying along Club Blvd and have experienced “smoke” tests of the sewer lines. All of this
is in preparation for a major project that involves
replacing water mains, improving sanitary sewer
lines, and some storm sewer improvements. We
had anticipated that the replacement of water
mains would begin in 2020, but learned at the
meeting that 2020 will be a year for design and
permitting so that construction can occur in 2021
and 2022.
Replacing and upgrading these aging (some
about 100 years old) water lines is imperative to
ensure a sound infrastructure. However, neighbors need to be aware that there will be significant disruption due to digging on some of the
major roads throughout both Watts-Hillandale
and Old West Durham. In particular, the water
lines and sanitary sewer lines along West Club
Boulevard from Hillandale Road to Ninth Street,
and a segment of Ninth from Club to Markham
Avenue, are to be replaced. The project also includes Oakland Avenue from Knox Street to
Wilson Street, Oval Park Drive, and Carolina
Avenue from Knox to Club.
At this time, it seems that it will be necessary
to dig trenches in these affected roads to install
the new water lines. The project crew will work
one block at a time, and plan to be sensitive to
special events such as Halloween and N.C. School
of Science and Math move-in-day. The project
will also involve replacement of residential water
meters, including reconnecting to the property
owners’ water supply lines. Some of the fire hydrants along these roads also will be replaced.
Project staff anticipate that they will be able to
preserve the granite curbs.
A second, related, utility project affecting our
neighborhoods is the Wilson Street to Ellerbe
Creek Sanitary Sewer Outfall Replacement
Project. This project was presented by Brandon
Sykes, engineering project manager with Hydrostructures LLC. This project aims to upgrade and
realign the existing sanitary sewer system in the
Wilson Street to Ellerbe Creek area. Some of
these lines are failing and pass through residen(continued on page 8)
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