PARADE
JUNE 2019

THE WATTS-HILLANDALE AND OLD WEST DURHAM NEWSLETTER

“I’d like to be remembered as a person who wanted to be free and wanted other people to be also free.” — Rosa Parks

Fourth of July Tradition 70 Years in the Making
On Thursday, July 4, at 10 a.m. at Oval Park, the neighborhood will launch the
70th annual Independence Day parade and celebration. It is Durham’s oldest Fourth of
July celebration. It is our neighborhood’s great convocation and our gift to the community.
It all started in 1950. Tom and Alice Walker rounded up the kids near the corner of
Virginia and Club, helped them decorate their bikes and trikes with red, white, and blue
crepe paper and gave them a flag to carry. They marched down the sidewalk and back.
Afterwards, the kids solemnly put their hands over their hearts and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance. They sang patriotic songs and then the Walkers served up cold soft drinks - a
real treat in the days before air-conditioning.
Every year the event grew. Soon there were so many people that the sidewalk couldn’t
hold them all and the parade spilled into the streets. Alice promoted the creation of homemade floats out of wagons and bits of cardboard. People still dress as Uncle Sam and doll
up their wagons and strollers with flags and streamers. In recent years, Catie Shaffer’s
chicken-wire and tissue paper Statue of Liberty has been a hit.
As the country added a 49th and then a 50th state, the Walkers got new U.S. flags
for the kids to carry. These delicate old flags still lead the parade and they are joined by
hundreds more. There are flags from every state and country. Tom Walker urged people
to celebrate the countries and states where they came from to emphasize our county’s
motto, E pluribus unum, “from many, we are one.”
As the event grew, it began to attract national attention. Parents Magazine wrote about
it and pictures of our parade have appeared in newspapers across the county from New
York to Los Angeles. The mad rush of volunteers festooning the park with flags before
the parade is a favorite with photographers.
As many as 800 people attend the neighborhood July 4 parade. Sometimes you’ll
see four generations of a family marching along. Nowadays, a fire truck leads the parade
and, if we are good, the firemen will hook a hose up to a hydrant and provide a display
of water. The singing is led by neighbor David Dodson and his group, the OK Chorale.
Their a cappella rendition of “The Star Spangled Banner” will bring a tear to your eye.
Our neighbors at the Coca-Cola plant on Hillsborough Road provide hundreds of Cokes
in the nostalgic little glass bottles.
It’s a time-honored tradition 70 years in the making. It’s gentle, old timey, low-key
patriotism handed down from generation to generation, from neighbor to neighbor. Decorate your bikes, wagons, and strollers. Wear your red, white, and blue. Bring the flag
of your home state or country and carry it along with you. Call your friends from other
neighborhoods and other towns. Everyone is welcome. Hang a flag from your porch. Be
at the corner of Oakland Avenue and Club Boulevard at 10 a.m. The parade will start on
the hour!

FLAG BEARERS WANTED
Want to carry the flag of your home state or your home
country in the Fourth of July parade? Or maybe a flag
from a place you visited, or maybe you just think the flag
is pretty. It doesn’t matter; if we have it you can carry it in
the parade. Please email Tom Miller at tom-miller1@nc.rr.
com and let him know you want to march with a flag and
he’ll make sure you’re properly equipped.

NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRTS AND HATS
How will anyone know you’ve been there and done
that unless you’ve got the T-shirt to prove it? With an
expenditure of just $12, you can demonstrate to the
whole world you’re a bona fide Watts-Hillandaler or Old
West Durhamite. All you need is a genuine, authorized,
neighborhood commemorative undergarment. We will
have shirts celebrating both WHH and OWD. All shirts
are natural, breathable cotton (with a little less natural
poly thrown in). And we have hats too! They are in sporty
colors and embroidered with the Watts-Hillandale logo
— just $12. Ts and hats can be acquired for cash or easy
terms at the annual July 4 parade or any other time by
emailing tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.

JULY 4 PARADE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We need lots of volunteers to make our July 4 parade run
smoothly. We need flag putter-uppers and taker-downers.
We need help with traffic cones. We need T-shirt sellers
and Coca-Cola chillers. We need extension ladders, and
a couple of pickup trucks. All-in-all, we need about 25
people to pull it all together. Interested? It’s fun and it’s
over in just a couple of hours. Please email Tom Miller,
this year’s emcee at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. If you prefer,
you can just show up at Oval Park at 8:15 a.m. on the
Glorious Fourth!

WIN A TOP-QUALITY U. S. FLAG
We have a number of U.S. Flags to give away — just in
time for the Fourth of July. These flags are 3’ x 5,’ and are
made of bright nylon with sewn stripes and embroidered
stars. To get your name in the drawing, send an email to
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. Put the word “FLAG” in the subject
line and include your name and address in the body of
the message. The drawing will be held on July 1 and the
winners will receive their flags in time for the Fourth!
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Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor? Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
ZOE TALLMADGE graduated (with honors!) from Riverside’s engineering program in June. She’ll go on to UNC-CH next year with plans to
study international relations and environmental science. Her proud parents are Michelle Nowlin and John Tallmadge.
MIKAELA MORACCO-SCHELP, who grew up on Rosehill, just graduated from UNC-Greensboro with a degree in social work. She has
worked with immigrant families in Greensboro and studied in Uruguay. She and her roommate, a new nurse at Duke, are moving to the Bull City.
Proud parents are Beth Moracco and John Schelp.
JACK, MEG, and doggies CHLOE and HUEY AVERILL recently returned to Durham after living in Hanoi, Vietnam for three and a half
years, where Meg worked in international development. Jack is a senior programmer/analyst at Epividian, Inc. Meg is an avid animal lover, and
LGBTQI ally and activist. They are only the second owners of 2025 Sunset Ave., where a fellow animal lover (Ms. Virginia “Ginny” Mae Houston
Bouchard) lived for 60+ years. They rented a house on Pershing Street in 2007-8, and are thrilled to be back in the neighborhood for good!
KATE MEDLEY and WILL FUNK at 1917 W. Club welcomed their little girl EULA RUTH FUNK MEDLEY into the world on Jan. 23.
She weighed 9 lbs. 5 oz. They are calling her Ruth.
ARIEL STUDENMUND and ANDREW LEGGE on Hale Street welcomed their son REMY JAMES into the world (and Old West) on
April 8. Ariel is a barista and coffee roaster at Cocoa Cinnamon and Andrew manages a farm that provides food for COPA, a Cuban restaurant
downtown. Proud grandparents JOHN and CINDY LEGGE couldn’t be happier to live so close by on Englewood!
JEAN BAPTISTE and ANNE VINLUAN of 2218 W. Club would like to announce the arrival of their second daughter AVERY FITZGERALD
VINLUAN , born on International Women’s Day, March 8. Also on this day DELANY VINLUAN , age 3, was promoted to big sister!

After five years in WHH, the BIAVASCHI /BOYETTE family is saying goodbye to their cherished friends and neighbors this July. ADAM has
accepted a research position at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany. “We moved here when DELPHINE
(6) was a little over a year. ALDER (3.5) was born at Duke Regional. Durham, and specifically this neighborhood, will always hold a special place
in our hearts,” EMILIA says. “We felt immediately welcome when we arrived and have loved living here since.”
On May 6, neighborhood high school students ADAM KIRSCH of West Club and QIUHU LOUIE of Maryland Avenue were inducted into
the National Honor Society at Riverside High School for their academic achievements.
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Community News
NEIGHBORS SUPPORT REFUGEES
M A R I A N A B E R N AT H Y

The people who put the “Wherever you are from, you are welcome here” signs out in their yards throughout Watts-Hillandale and Old
West Durham mean it. Our neighborhoods, in partnership with Judea
Reform Congregation and Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
put their thoughts into action serving as a welcome team for new neighbors – refugees arriving from Africa. Together, we worked with refugee
resettlement agency Church World Service to fully furnish and set up two
apartments for seven people from five families. A good number of the more
than 70 people who contributed to the project are from our neighborhoods.
Collectively, we contributed needed furniture and furnishings, time, and
financial support to fully furnish the two apartments. It is truly rewarding
(and fun) to drive around town in a rented truck with team members to pick
up large furniture items and set up the apartments, stocking the kitchens
and pantries to welcome our new neighbors.
In 2018, the four refugee resettlement agencies in our area welcomed
and helped resettle 296 refugees from eleven countries. CWS (one of the
four agencies) equips refugees upon their arrival for long term success in
America by offering empowerment-focused case management services, ESL
classes, employment placement and training, and immigration legal services.
If you’re interested in getting involved in refugee resettlement, including
helping with another apartment in the fall, please contact me at Marian.Abernathy@gmail.com, visit CWS’s website at cwsrdu.org, or swing by Durham
Refugee Day at Durham’s Central Park on Sunday, June 23 from 3-6 p.m.

Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Jul. 1

 HH Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
W
at the N.C. School of Science & Mathematics,
Bryan 109

Jul. 4

70th Annual WHHN parade, 10 a.m., Oval Park
First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park

Jul. 18

 WD Third Thursday, The Tavern,
O
1900 W. Markham, 6:30 p.m.

Jul. 25	OWD Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
at 923 Alabama
Aug. 1	First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park
Aug. 5	WHH Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
at the N.C. School of Science & Mathematics,
Bryan 109
Aug. 6	National Night Out Neighborhood Beer Garden,
6:30 p.m., at the home of Tom and Kim Miller,
1110 Virginia
Aug. 15

 WD Third Thursday, The Tavern,
O
1900 W. Markham, 6:30 p.m.

JOHN SCHELP, COLLEEN MCGLOUGHLIN & CORRIE ROBERTSON

Sep. 5

First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park

After hearing the news of RICHARD CHORLEY’s pass-

Sep. 9

 HH Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
W
at the N.C. School of Science & Mathematics,
Bryan 109

Sep. 19

 WD Third Thursday, The Tavern,
O
1900 W. Markham, 6:30 p.m.

PASSING OF RICHARD CHORLEY

ing, a neighbor said it best: “Obituaries come too late.” For Dick was a
humble man. Few knew he had a street in Durham named after him until
seeing his obituary.
Dick and Ginny Chorley were neighbors on West Knox, before moving
recently. He is survived by his wife of 55 years; his three children, Heather,
Kevin and Susan Chorley; and three grandchildren.
Dick cared deeply about his community. He was one of the founders of
Durham’s Habitat for Humanity, later serving as board president. He joyfully participated in our annual toddler trick or treat and also shared a concern
for aging neighbors, expressed in volunteer work for Seniors Staying Put.
One memorable thing about Dick was his wholehearted friendliness.
It always felt that he had time for others in his life. Time to smile, listen, or
talk. He was consistently mindful of other’s feelings.
Old West Durham neighbors looked to Dick as a role model, someone
who had taken stock of his life, learned something from it and done something with it. He was so knowledgeable about gardening, cooking, spirituality, and his community. It was a joy to live so near someone who taught
us so much. We are simply lessened with the passing of a truly special man.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
BEER GARDEN RETURNS
OANS! ZWOA! G’SUFFA! That’s “One, two, drink!” in Bavarian. This
year’s National Night Out German Beer Garden is set for the evening of
Aug. 6 at the home of Tom and Kim Miller at 1110 Virginia Ave. Look for
the blue and white tent. Listen for the oom-pah music. There will be lots
of German beer, German wine, and Guglhupf pretzels. There will also be
soft drinks, water, and juice. Come meet your neighbors. The fun starts at
6:30 and runs until 9 p.m. or when the beer runs out.
(continued on page 4)
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Community News

(continued from page 3)

National Night Out is an event founded by the National Town Watch
Association and is celebrated on the first Tuesday of August every year.
In Durham the event is sponsored by the Durham police and sheriff’s
departments and is meant to get neighbors together and build stronger
communities.

NEIGHBORHOOD ARTISTS EXHIBIT
AT CRAVEN ALLEN
We The Animals, a new exhibition featuring mixed media sculptures
of recycled materials by Bryant Holsenbeck and collages by Kathryn DeMarco, opened at Craven Allen Gallery on May 18 and continues through
June 29.
“Animals are survivalists. Humans are, too,” says DeMarco. Both DeMarco and Holsenbeck are inspired by the resilience of nature in the modern world; both are keenly aware of our use of resources, using recycled
materials to create their artworks without sacrificing the integrity of their
artistic visions. And both have lived in Watts-Hillandale for years.
DeMarco’s new collages range from small, intensely colorful works
featuring animals, to several life-size nude self-portraits in black and
white in which she seeks “to capture some of the feelings of defiance,
distress, vulnerability, wonder and power that are universal for all people
and animals.”
Holsenbeck is an environmental artist who makes large-scale installations and small-scale sculptures that document the waste stream of
our society. “I make the animals I see around me. They inspire me and
give me hope. They are beautiful. They are survivors of our own human
neglect and greed. I feel such gratitude for them,” Holsenbeck says. She
has shown her work and taught throughout the United States and Australia. Her recent book, “The Last Straw,” is about her year attempting
to live without single-use plastic and the subject of a short documentary
on WUNC-TV.
Check out their work Craven Allen Gallery, located at 1106 ½ Broad
Street in Durham, between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, or
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturdays.

PARK CLEANUPS ORGANIZED FOR
LAST SATURDAYS
J E R R I P LU M M E R

Some Watts - Hillandale neighbors have raised questions
recently about the various parks in the neighborhood. In response, the
WHHNA board put together a parks committee in March. The members
of the committee include neighbors Patti Harding, Raquel Silva, and Chris
Flannagan, along with board members Jerri Plummer, Rubén Gonzalez,
and Julia Barnard. The parks committee has a plan to help improve our
parks that includes trash removal, tree and bush pruning, general maintenance, and care or replacement of benches and tables. Other potential
ideas include creating a pollinator garden for Oval Park, among others.
In April, the City of Durham Parks and Recreation Department approved the WHHNA adoption of all four neighborhood parks (Oval
Park, Westover, Indian Trail, and Belmont). The neighborhood asked

4•

to adopt the parks so the committee can organize park cleanups. The
adoption requires six park cleanups a year, but the city Parks and Recreation Department will provide tools and haul away broken toys from
Oval Park.
The committee plans to have cleanups on the last Saturday of warmer months, with the next one scheduled for June 29. The committee will
email a sign-up form to the neighborhood list before each cleanup date.
If you would like to learn more, become more involved in the care of our
neighborhood parks, or have questions or concerns, email the committee
at parks@whhna.org.

NEIGHBORS CLEAN UP CEDAR HILL
CEMETERY
B E T H D R AY

The Old West Durham Neighborhood Association, in collaboration
with Keep Durham Beautiful, invited friends and neighbors to join us at
the historic Cedar Hill Cemetery for the first volunteer workday of 2019
on March 16.
The weather was beautiful and we were pleased with the number of
volunteers who worked really hard to help us give the cemetery the care
it deserves.
With the help of everyone we were able to cut down some small trees,
clear brush, remove vines and weeds, scrape sod away to expose brick and
stone borders of family plots, rake and blow leaves and remove stones from
a pile of rocks that was dumped in the cemetery.
Cedar Hill Cemetery – formerly Erwin Mills Cemetery – is located on West Pettigrew Street in Durham. It was established in 1893 by
Erwin Mills for its employees and their families who had no other place
to be buried. It is known to be one of the first integrated cemeteries in
Durham. Some of the headstones are made of the same stones that were
quarried and used on Duke’s West Campus. There are more than 200
graves in the cemetery. Headstones vary from very tall and elaborate to
a small stone or seashell.
It is looking more beautiful as we continue with our efforts. If you missed
the first clean up, keep in touch with Old West Durham Neighborhood
Association at www.oldwestdurham.org or Keep Durham Beautiful at
keepdurhambeautiful.org for the date of the next clean up.
Thank you so much, Keep Durham Beautiful and thank you friends and
neighbors for donating your time to save a historic and beautiful piece of
Durham.

STEWARDS CARE FOR CREEK PRESERVES
D O N N A M Y E R S , S T E WA R D S H I P C O O R D I N ATO R ,
E L L E R B E C R E E K WAT E R S H E D A S S O C I AT I O N

Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association (ECWA), a local land conservation and watershed protection organization, has for 20
years been a neighbor and partner of the Watts-Hillandale neighborhood.
ECWA’s 17 Acre Wood Nature Preserve, on both sides of the creek where
the West Ellerbe Creek Greenway runs along it between Maryland Avenue
and Albany Street, was the first of ECWA’s current set of five public nature
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preserves in Durham. It is a beloved spot for hiking, dog walking, birding,
and other outdoor activities.
ECWA has long benefited from a robust volunteer corps to care for its
nature preserves. This legacy of service began with a dedicated crew of
Watts-Hillandale neighbors who removed an impassable stand of non-native
invasive plants, using only hand tools, heart, and a desire to see native plant
communities return to a forgotten piece of land. Over 20 years ECWA’s
project at the 17 Acre Wood has expanded greatly, with park benches,
walking paths, informational signage, and kiosks all added by volunteers
and a small but growing organizational staff.
ECWA’s Preserve Stewards Program has also grown out of this
history of volunteerism. As the heart of the large corps of volunteers
who continue to care for ECWA preserves, this program now boasts 25
people of all ages who each serve as a preserve steward for a particular
ECWA preserve—usually one they live, work, or go to school near. The
stewards share the duties required for regular care and management of
their preserve, including making regular visits, doing trash removal, and
leading workdays.
At 17 Acre Wood, there are currently five enthusiastic and hard-working preserve stewards. KRIDDIE WHITMORE grew up near the
preserve, and she remembers a class field trip where she could not see
light shining through the natural area because of the overgrown invasive
plants that were choking out the native plants. She greatly appreciates
the hard work that has transformed the preserve since ECWA acquired
it and began to make it the natural area it is today, and now she is proud
to contribute to that work.
HART FISHEL, another long-term volunteer who recently became a
preserve steward, loves to share interesting stories and finds from his many
years of walking the creek to remove trash that otherwise would end up
in Falls Lake. Hart works in the preserve on a regular basis to restock dog
waste bags, clear trails, and clean the signs.
PERRY SUGG, who has dedicated countless hours over many years
to preserve management, planning, and native plant promotion, can often be
found removing non-native plants throughout the preserve. Perry regularly
leads our community workdays.
LARRY BROCKMAN is another regular workday leader. Larry
is an ardent trail advocate and preserve user who does plenty of hands-on
work in the preserve. He also shares his passion for ECWA and its preserves
with community partners, sponsors, and stakeholders.
PATTY MASON, the 17 Acre Wood’s newest preserve steward,
leads a local hiking club and became a preserve steward in order to share
her energy and passion for the outdoors in general and the 17 Acre Wood
in particular.
In March, these preserve stewards hosted the annual WHH community workday in conjunction with Durham Creek Week. The stewards
led 25 volunteers to spruce up the preserve’s entrances and native plant
gardens, clean up the creek, and remove invasive English ivy. In order to
celebrate Earth Day in April, Perry and Patty led her hiking group as
they removed brush and debris from the trails throughout the preserve.
And in May, ECWA began a partnership with Swing Pals, a local group
that serves area middle-school students from underserved communities to
assist them in setting a foundation of health and strong character. Golf is
their primary program, and they work out of the Hillandale Golf Course.
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ECWA is delighted to bring them on as a new set of 17 Acre Wood
preserve stewards!
The neighborhood’s long-term support of ECWA and the 17 Acre Wood
Nature Preserve have been essential to the growth and success of the organization. We all look forward to continuing this relationship through
service, engagement events, and ongoing management of the preserve. Feel
free to reach out to me at donna@ellerbecreek.org or 919-698-9729 with
comments or questions.

ARTWALK SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
The Watts - Hillandale and Old West Durham Artwalk returns
on Nov. 10 for its 17th year, once again providing an opportunity for creative
people to show and sell their artwork in the neighborhood. The Artwalk
can always use help with publicity, registration, putting up and taking down
signs, and other tasks. If you are interested in participating in or volunteering
for the Artwalk, email Galia Goodman at galiaarts@gmail.com.

DURHAM JOINS AGE-FRIENDLY
COMMUNITIES PROJECT
G I N G E R B LU B A U G H

AARP has chosen Durham to participate in an international project
that establishes age-friendly communities. Durham is creating a Master
Aging Plan, formally initiated on March 25, with the commitment to becoming more age-friendly.
The AARP network is an affiliate of WHO’s Age-Friendly Communities
Program launched in 2006. Already there are participating communities
in more than 20 nations. The program advances efforts to help people live
easily and comfortably in their homes/communities as they age.
There will be upcoming meetings and surveys this year asking for community input and inviting participation.

WIMPY’S GRILL CLOSES
G I N G E R B LU B A U G H

Wimpy’s Grill on the corner of Hillsborough and Hicks Street in Old
West Durham, an old-fashioned style take-out diner catering to blue collar
workers, closed at the end of May.
Larry and Brenda Mishoe have been serving up buttermilk biscuits
with an incredible choice of fillings (tenderloin, bologna, fat back, red
hot) or hamburgers and hot dogs since 1987. The name “Wimpy’s” honored Brenda’s love, since childhood, of hamburgers. That’s all she would
eat! After announcing their impending retirement, the line waiting for
breakfast or lunch stretched across the parking lot. The menu was extensive; it had the old-time favorites and add-ons for burgers or dogs
boggled the mind.
Wimpy’s has been featured on Man v. Food show. It was mentioned in
The Complete Hamburger by Ronald McDonald (1997) as well as an issue
of Our State magazine, cheering Wimpy’s as the “Best Burger in North
Carolina.”
Neighbors will miss Larry, Brenda and their burgers.
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Development Roundup
S ta rt i n g o n N i n t h S t r e et , LIME

A N D L E M O N I N D I A N G R I L L has
opened in the Ninth Street North space vacated
by Dale’s Indian Cuisine some months ago. The
space has been given a complete makeover. Vibrant yellows and greens, wood floors and wall
accents, and a white bar make the restaurant
modern and inviting. Lime and Lemon offers a
broad Indian menu that includes veg and meat
dishes and Southern Indian specialties like dosas
and kurmas. The restaurant is operated by Maha
Rajmohan and Veena Kumar. The chef, Sengu
Arumugan, has 20 years’ experience.
We are sad to report that across the street, in
the Solis Ninth Street building, SAINT & CO.
BAKERY AND CAFÉ has closed after a run
of only a few months. It’s a pity. Their coffees,
croissants, and pizzas were pretty good. The space
was originally home to Pie Hole, but that eatery
also closed within a year of opening. One would
think that the anchor spot at the corner of Green
and Ninth would be an ideal location. Events
have shown that siting restaurants can be a tricky
business. Over on Broad Street, in the American
Dance Festival Building, BIG BUNDTS AND
MORE BAKERY has also closed.
At about this time last year, The Kroger grocery store chain announced that it would close its
stores in the Raleigh-Durham area and convert
some of them into HARRIS TEETER stores.
Kroger owns the Harris Teeter brand. Kroger
had two stores serving the West Durham market – a store on Hillsborough Road in the Festival Center near the 15-501 bypass, and another
store in the North Pointe shopping center north of
I-85. Both closed last August leaving the Harris
Teeter near Ninth Street and the Food Lion on
Hillsborough Road as the remaining traditional
supermarkets in the area. At times during the last
few months, the parking lots and check-out lines
of both stores have been crowded.
Today, banners on the old Hillsborough and
North Pointe Kroger stores promise that they
will soon reopen under the Harris Teeter name.
The store at North Pointe, built in the 1990s, is
the more modern of the two. Renovations there
appear to be mostly sprucing up and rebranding.
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The store on Hillsborough Road was originally
built in the late 1960s as an Arlan’s discount department store. Arlan’s folded in the mid-1970s
and the space became a number of different stores.
When the space was reconfigured to be a Kroger
store in the 1990s, it was hailed as the largest supermarket in Durham. To convert the building to
a Harris Teeter store the space has been gutted.
All fixtures and interior walls, floors and ceilings
have been removed. Although supermarkets today
are much larger than they were 30 years ago, at
roughly 60,000 square feet, the new Hillsborough Road Harris Teeter may still be the largest
grocery store in the West Durham area.
Speaking of conversions, the Rite Aid pharmacies on Hillsborough Road at LaSalle Street
and on Broad Street at Guess Road now bear
WALGREENS livery. Walgreens acquired the
locations from Rite Aid in 2018 as a part of deal
to purchase nearly 2,000 stores nationwide. The
transition has been a slow one and both stores
have remained open throughout the process.
A little closer to town on Hillsborough Road
near Trent Drive, Summer Bicknell, the owner
of LOCOPOPS, continues to renovate and
improve the new location she bought for her
business a few years ago. The building began
life as a big comfortable home more than a hundred years ago. Over time it was converted to
business use and its roof and second story were
removed. When Summer acquired the building
it was a worn-out, flat-roofed shell. By degrees
she has brought it back to life and reinvented it as
a lively and welcoming dessert café. This spring
she extended the porch around the west side of
the building making more outdoor space for customers. Locopops’ specialty, of course, is frozen
popsicles in an ever-changing variety of flavors.
Back at West Main Street where Ninth becomes Erwin Road, Sam’s Quick Shop is no more.
The lot has been cleared and construction is well
underway for the seven-story, 80-unit project to be
called the BLUE LIGHT APARTMENTS.
The developer of the project is Wilmorite out of
Rochester, N.Y. The units will be a mix of twoand three-bedroom apartments. The project will
include a ground-level restaurant space and hot and
cold water spas. Completion is expected in 2020.
The name was taken from the restaurant on the site

that preceded Sam’s Quick shop.
And finally, NORTHGATE MALL was
sold in lieu of foreclosure at the end of last year.
The new owner is an entity called NW Northgate Mall, LLC. The purchase price was $34.5
million. The sale included most, but not all, of
the mall property. It did not include the wing
formerly occupied by Macy’s department store.
That portion of the mall building was previously
acquired by Duke University. The sale did not
include the strip of shops on the northern edge
of the mall on Guess Road. Northgate Associates
retained ownership of that part of the property.
Northgate, like all retail centers, has struggled in
recent years as shoppers turn to on-line vendors.
The future of the large Northgate property is,
as yet, unknown. Duke has announced its intention to develop at least a portion of its property
for medical offices. Leaders in Walltown have
expressed concerns about the possible impact
redevelopment of the mall property will have on
neighborhood homes. Walltown, a traditional African-American neighborhood laid out more than
a century ago, has become a target for redevelopment and gentrification. Neighbors there have
begun to explore ways to protect their neighborhood including the creation of a neighborhood
protection overlay or a local historic district.

Townhome Developer Moving Forward
JAMIE GRUENER

After building up steam over many
months of discussions and meetings, the train
might finally leave the station. Townhome developer Jim Anthony has identified a likely partner,
George DeLoach of Church Street Company, out
of Raleigh. Neighbors have met with Anthony
and DeLoach, who shared their intention to build
an apartment community of up to 90 units in the
style of two-story townhomes, with a single exit
on Hillandale Road. This is a change from the
most recent plan to build a similar number of
owner-occupied townhomes.
The 11.8 acres in question consist of properties
located east of Hillandale, south of I-85, west of
Tampa Ave, and north of Indian Trail. The properties on Indian Trail and Tampa are not included,
but the new development will be their backyard
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neighbor. The majority of the Hillandale Road
properties, not including the office building at
the very north and the southernmost property
facing Hillandale, are included and those homes
will be removed, though no timeline is available.
A rezoning petition, with the necessary development plan, has been submitted to the Planning
Department and has received at least one round
of pre-submittal reviews. The plan requests a
rezoning to Planned Development Residential
for about 7.8 units per acre (during development
the number of units per acre can be reduced to
not less than 80% of the petition request). Due to
the single exit from the development, the project
is limited to no more than 90 units, which the
plan also states. The current zoning is RS-10, a
residential suburban zoning district, which limits development to four units per acre. However,
the city’s Future Land Use Map, which provides
guidance on how land should be developed in the
future, indicates six to 12 units an acre, and the
FLUM sets the guidelines for PDR zoning density. Without the zoning change, only single-family
homes could be built.
Neighbors have provided input and are hopeful that additional changes will be made to the
petition before it gets a public hearing with the
Planning Commission. Changes include requests
to limit the number of units, to limit construction
materials, to include more green common spaces and vegetation buffers, to limit the number of
front-loading garages, and more. The Planning
Commission will either vote to recommend, to not
recommend, or to delay the vote for up to 90 days.
The rezoning petition is not on the June meeting
agenda; the soonest the petition may be heard is
at the July 9 Planning Commission meeting. The
reason for the delay is unknown.

Expanding Housing Choices
Deliberations Continue
D OT D OY L E

For more than a year , city planners have
been working on an initiative to relax zoning rules
with the goal to increase housing supply in the
“Urban Tier” – the area roughly within two miles
of downtown. Watts-Hillandale and Old West
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Durham are among the affected neighborhoods.
In developing the “Expanding Housing Choices”
initiative, the planners worked with a “Practitioner’s Panel” of representatives of development
and housing interests from Raleigh and Durham.
The proposed rule changes, which would
allow more accessory dwelling units, duplexes,
flag lots, and smaller lots, were made available to
the general public in concept form last November. This January and February, the Old West
Durham and Watts-Hillandale neighborhood
associations hosted meetings for neighbors to
learn about and discuss the proposals. Both organizations solicited input from neighbors. In
late February, city planners released the actual
text of the proposed rule changes.
The Planning Commission heard comments
from dozens of speakers at the March meeting
and continued consideration of the EHC until its
May meeting. The delay was to give the public
more time to learn about the EHC proposals and
comment on them. In the interval, city planners
continued their public outreach, but proposed
no changes to the initiative based on any of the
comments made. When the commission reopened
the hearing at its May meeting, they heard from
about 30 more speakers.
During the deliberations in May, a number of
commission members expressed concern about
the exclusion of neighborhood stakeholders from
the developer-only Practitioner’s Panel that formulated the EHC concept. Commission members
were concerned that the EHC is being considered before the upcoming review and rewrite of
Durham’s Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan is Durham’s planning policy document. Commission members felt that a change
to zoning rules as important as the EHC should
be guided by adopted policies and not precede
them. A number of commissioners said they do
not think the EHC will do anything to address
affordability and expressed concern about the
initiative’s potential to accelerate gentrification.
These are issues of great concern to Durham officials and citizens alike.
The commission continued its consideration of
the EHC to June 11, when a committee of commission members presented a draft statement about
the EHC. The Planning Commission is an adviso-

ry body only. When it is finished with its review,
it will send the proposed EHC with recommendations to the City Council and Board of County
Commissioners, who will make the final decision.
As proposed in February, the initiative would
allow redevelopment of traditional single-family
neighborhoods near downtown. Duplexes would
be allowed throughout the neighborhood. Today,
duplexes are only allowed in the RU-5(2) zone,
which covers about half of Old West Durham and
a small portion of Watts-Hillandale. Minimum
lot sizes would be reduced to as small as 2,000
sq. ft. (25 x 80 ft.). Today the most common lot
size in the area is 50 x 150 ft. Accessory dwelling
units (ADUs) of up to 800 sq. ft. in area would
be allowed on any lot with a single family house.
An ADU is a second dwelling unit that is subordinate to the principal dwelling on a lot. Rules
governing “flag lots,” or houses behind houses,
would be relaxed. In-fill standards (rules governing lot width and building size designed to
protect the character of existing neighborhoods)
would be substantially relaxed.
At meetings and in survey responses, some
neighbors expressed support for the changes. Others, however, expressed concern about all or parts
of the initiative. The WHHNA appointed a committee of interested neighbors to study the text in
the short time available and make recommendations
to the board. Based on the committee’s recommendations, the board determined not to oppose the
EHC but to ask for a number of changes. Here is a
condensed version of the statement the board made
to the Planning Commission on March 8:
• Provide a 60-day extension to allow Durham
residents more time to study and respond to
the proposed EHC text and to allow the planning staff and the planning commission time
to seek input from impacted residents and
neighborhood stakeholder groups - especially
marginalized neighborhoods that have not had
an opportunity to learn about the initiative.
• To build a new duplex by right, one of the
units should be affordable (at 60% AMI for
a rental unit and 80% AMI for homeowners)
for a period of 25 years. We are concerned that
instead of promoting housing affordability,
the EHC measures may actually accelerate
(continued on page 9)
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Bees Take up Residence in the Neighborhood
TO M M I L L E R

In April, Robin Kirk had a beehive installed behind her Club Boulevard home and made something of a party of it by inviting all the surrounding neighbors to watch the installation and learn about bee keeping
from Justin Maness of Durham’s Buddha Bee Apiary. The hive is housed
in a white wooden box. In it the bees build the waxen combs where
they rear their young and store honey. At the bottom on one side is an
opening and a shelf which the bees use for takeoffs and landings as they
come and go to and from their work gathering nectar from flowering trees
and plants. In many ways the hive is an apt metaphor for a neighborhood.
Teamwork, sacrifice, and community resilience are all characteristics
you will see in the inner workings of a hive.
Maness explained that Kirk’s hive is two years old and probably
contains 30-40,000 bees. Under favorable conditions, the population
could grow to as many as 60,000. These are European honey bees bred
for pollination, honey production, and disease resistance. Bees carry
pollen from plant to plant aiding reproduction and fruiting. Bees are
necessary to agricultural success and human food production. In recent
years, a serious die-off of bee populations has alarmed the agricultural and
environmental communities. The cause is not known, but believed to be
related to pesticides, diseases, and loss of habitat. Maness began his career
fresh from college as a researcher in the causes of bee mortality. That led
him into beekeeping and his mission to share his love of bees with others.
The bees in Kirk’s hive are not aggressive. Once acclimated to their
surroundings, they will go about their business posing no threat to their
human or animal neighbors. Evidently bees can’t hear and so normal
human activities like mowing and outdoor play won’t offend or alarm
them. It is important, however, to respect the hive and not bump it or
handle it. The bees will operate in a range of up to three miles from
the hive, collecting nectar from not only the flowers in our gardens but
from every tree and plant. In fact, tree nectar is a honeybee’s “meat and
potatoes,” according to Maness. Because Kirk’s hive is two years old,
she may expect to harvest honey this year.
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Kirk’s hive is a part of the “Host-a-Hive” program of Buddha Bee
Apiary. For a monthly fee that Kirk shares with her neighbors, Maness
has not only installed the hive, but will tend it and teach Kirk and interested neighbors about beekeeping.
Not long after the hive was installed, its bee population split and a
portion of the population went with the old queen to set up housekeeping in new location near Rose Hill Avenue. The remaining portion of
Kirk’s hive will continue to grow with a new queen. The division of the
hive is a natural thing and helps combat the loss of wild bee populations.
Kirk is not the only neighbor who keeps bees. Chase Nuñez on West
Knox in Old West Durham has kept bees for about three years. This
winter his colony collapsed for unknown reasons. Nuñez replaced his
bees with new colonies from a nearby bee farm. The bees were sent live
through the mail. What must the postman have thought! Nuñez does get
honey, but the type of hive he keeps is best for producing wax, which he
uses to make lip balms, candles, and other things. He says the honey he gets
is good. It is more liquid than store-bought and can have a blueberry accent.
Nuñez manages his bees himself and loves doing it. He says it’s “more
work than a fish, but far less work than a dog.” Experience has taught
him not to fuss too much over his bees – they know what they are doing. Emma Lietz on Virginia Avenue agrees. She has kept bees for a
little more than a year. She started after taking a class with the Durham
County Beekeepers Association. Like Nuñez, Lietz manages her own
bees, but gets help from mentors and friends who are also affiliated with
the club. There are monthly meetings and apiary days which are always
good learning experiences for bee enthusiasts. Lietz says “mostly, I just
learn by doing – and primarily from the bees!”
If you are interested in hosting a beehive like Robin Kirk, contact
Justin Maness at Buddha Bee Apiary. Visit his website at www.buddhabeeapiary.com. If you are interested in taking a class like Emma,
visit the Durham County Beekeepers Association website at www.
durhambeekeepers.org.
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The Heart of the Neighborhood
gentrification and replace existing affordable
housing with new housing available only at
higher market rental rates and purchase prices.
• ADUs should have a maximum height of 25
feet. Tall ADUs can tower over neighbors’
backyards and rob them of privacy. A 25' maximum height limit will prevent this without unreasonably interfering with the ability to create
an ADU of 800 sq. ft., even above a garage.
• In the case of small houses on small lots, an
ADU of up to 800 square feet should be permissible when the small lot is occupied by one
dwelling unit containing up to 1,200 square
feet. As proposed, a small lot under the new
small houses/small lots rules can only be occupied by either a single dwelling of up to 1,200
sq. ft. or a duplex containing two dwelling
units whose total area is 1,200 sq. ft. A small
house containing 1,000 to 1,200 sq. ft. may be
a rental but it might also be an opportunity for
someone to break into the housing market as
an owner. By allowing the ADU to go with
it, developers might be more inclined to build
small houses instead of small duplexes. Note
that we are asking to add an option, not take
anything away from the existing proposal.
• The EHC should not be applied in areas
governed by a local historic district overlay,
except for the provisions concerning the size,
location, and height of ADUs. Under current
state law, the Historic Preservation Commission can say no to an inappropriate addition
to a house in a local historic district, but the
commission may not deny a request to demolish the house. It may only delay it for up to a
year. We fear that the EHC will so strongly
incentivize teardowns and redevelopment in
local historic districts that the prospect of a
delay will no longer deter the destruction of
historically important buildings.
• Strike the exception in the EHC that would
eliminate height limitations on additions to
existing primary structures and accessory
structures located solely to the rear of the rear
of the primary structure. We believe this is
important to make infill standards effective.
• The EHC should provide for a sunset period
of 10 years and Durham residents should be
provided with annual public reports detailing
impacts of the EHC. We want this data collected and reported so that we can measure
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the success of the EHC and keep it or change
it as need be.

How Expanded Housing Choices
Affect Old West Durham
D A N W E LC H

As you know , Durham’s Expanded Housing
Choices (EHC) initiative may soon dramatically
change our local zoning. Since the city council
recently passed a Neighborhood Protection
Overlay or NPO for Old West Durham, there
have been many questions about how these
two initiatives might intersect. As with many
things related to zoning, the interactions are
complex, but we will do our best to provide a
simple explanation of the most important aspects.
Understand that this information only applies
to residential properties covered by Old West
Durham’s NPO – the area roughly south of the
houses facing Englewood Avenue and north of
the properties facing Hillsborough Road between
Broad Street and the intersection of Hillsborough
and Lawndale Avenue.
The easiest way to think about the impact of
EHC on parcels covered by the NPO is to consider two different sets of properties – 1) parcels
that exist at the time of EHC passage and remain
intact (i.e. are not subdivided) and; 2) parcels that
are subdivided after EHC passage into smaller
parcels as the EHC allows. Let’s look at the impacts on these two groups separately.

Currently existing OWD parcels
The EHC leaves NPO regulations intact for
existing parcels, except that duplexes would be
allowed throughout the neighborhood. About half
of Old West is currently zoned to allow duplexes
“by right.” If adopted as it is currently proposed,
the EHC would allow duplexes throughout the
urban tier including all of Old West. (The NPO
did not change the right to build duplexes.) The
current NPO regulations would still apply to all
existing properties, for example, height, floor area
ratio, and paving restrictions will remain in force.
Duplexes and single family houses would share
the same NPO regulations with regard to these
items. For these existing lots, the NPO allows a
minimum of 2,200 buildable square feet. Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) remain subject to NPO
regulations (maximum buildable square footage of
50% of the primary structure, up to 800 sq. ft.).

(continued from page 7)

For OWD lots that are subdivided in the future
The EHC expands options for subdivision of lots
and the development of more (but smaller) housing units. For parcels that may be subdivided in
the future, the EHC would reduce the minimum
lot size from 5,000 sq. ft. to lots potentially as
small as 2,000 sq. ft. The currently proposed
EHC regulations explicitly modify the NPO
in three ways for lots subdivided after passage
of EHC.
First, EHC removes the NPO’s prohibition
against flag lots. Flag lots are separate lots located
behind a lot fronting directly on the street. Under
todays’ rules, the flag lot must be connected to the
street by a small strip of driveway (the flag pole)
of at least 20 feet in width. The EHC provisions
would reduce the pole width to 12 feet. There
was some push back against blanket approval
of flag lots at the recent Planning Commission
meeting, so it is unclear whether this provision
will remain in EHC.
Second, EHC would remove the NPO requirement for a minimum street frontage of 50
feet. With this requirement removed, street
frontages could be as small as 25 feet to allow
for “small lot/small house” construction. In practice, this would allow our standard 50 foot wide
lots to be divided into two lots with two “small
houses.” Lots with 75-foot widths could be subdivided into three parcels.
Lastly, for new parcels only, the EHC would
modify the NPO’s “guarantee” of 2,200 sq. ft. of
buildable area. The reasoning for this change is
the much smaller lots allowed by EHC. It would
be quite excessive to allow 2,200 sq. ft. of buildable area on a 2,000 sq. ft. lot! The new standard
that would apply to newly subdivided small lots
is a “guarantee” of 1,200 sq. ft. Accordingly, even
on a 2,000 sq. ft. lot, a “small house” containing
up to 1,200 sq. ft. can be built. On larger lots, if
an owner wishes to build more than 1,200 sq. ft.,
then the NPO’s 32.5% floor-area-ratio standard
would still apply.
In summary, EHC would allow more duplexes, ADUs, and small housing units to be added
in Old West. The NPO will have an impact on
these new structures by ensuring that the allowed
bulk and height will be smaller than it would be
without the NPO. Since size (square footage) is
a determinant of housing cost, the hope is that
these smaller units will lead to more affordable
housing than would otherwise be the case. Only
time will tell.
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FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
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frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net



1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

MAVERICK’S
• No membership or contract required.
• No fees for pickup or delivery.
• Proven and satisfied service.
• Watts Hillandale owned and operated since 2004.

www.laundrymen.com

(919) 215-8575

BBQ-CATERING-DELIVERY
LUNCH-BRUNCH-DINNER
DRINKS-LATE NIGHT-FUN
LATE NIGHT*

MENU 11-2AMs
*Available Thursday - Sunday Night

Get Our Free
App 4 Easy
Ordering!

DELIVERIES
UNTIL 2AM*
*Available Thursday - Sunday Nights

ORDER ONLINE AT

MAVSBBQ.COM

900 W. MAIN ST, DURHAM, NC 27701
(919) 682-8978 • MavsBBQ.com
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PHUNCO 18-071

Wash/Dry/Fold, Dry Cleaning, & Maid Service

SMOKEHOUSE & TAPROOM

PA R A D E

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com

WHEN IS THE BEST TIME
TO WRITE A WILL?
There is no best time.
Why not do it NOW?

Ampersand Law, based in our neighborhood, offers
estate planning services for people just like you.
Learn more at www.ampersand-law.com
Attorney Heather Hazelwood
919-585-1490 | heather@ampersand-law.com

migformac
Make the most of your digital world

919-219-9563
mig@migformac.com
www.migformac.com

Mig Hayes

Tutor & Support
Mac, iPhone, iPad,
iCloud, software & more

Dr. Amber Meade
Dr. Adeline Noger

205 Broadway St
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292
www.bvhdurham.com

BENBAKER2@MSN.COM
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Located in the Central Park District
of downtown Durham
behind the police substation
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Triangle Aikido

4603-G Hillsborough Road
Durham, NC
919.627.1199

Mindful movement for all ages!
www.TriangleAikido.com



We partner with our clients to
enhance and celebrate the
human-animal bond.


Maia Broussard, ǡǡ
Betsy Williams,







Donald Hoover, ǡ 


New Clients,
mention this ad to receive
$40 off
your first visit.

acupuncture, therapeutic laser,
advanced dentistry Ǥ

Educating and empowering pet owners.
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