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“How far the little candle throws its beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty world.” — William Shakespeare

NIGHT OF LIGHTS RETURNS DEC. 16
H E AT H E R G U D A C

I t ’ s t i m e to s ta rt p l a n n i n g for our 33rd Night of Lights celebration!
Watts-Hillandale has a spirited history of celebrating the holidays by lining our streets
with luminaries, brightening our neighborhood with the warming glow of candlelight.
This tradition began back in 1985 by Caron Mayo, then vice president of WHHNA,
and a cheerful group of volunteers. Ever since, we’ve come together in unity to stroll
our streets in the brisk winter air, joining groups of carolers as we host open houses and
parties. Let’s make this year’s event the biggest and brightest yet!
This year’s Night of Lights is on Sunday, Dec. 16. In the unlikely event that we get rain,
we’ll instead celebrate on Wednesday, Dec. 19. Check whhna.org for weather information.
Luminaria supplies will be on sale at the southern end of the Oval Park at the picnic
shelter on Dec. 15 and 16 from 12 to 5 p.m. The price is still 50 cents — a real bargain!
Buy a pack of 10 for just $5.
Night of Lights is not just a Watts-Hillandale tradition. Through the InterNeighborhood Council, member neighborhoods coordinate their Night of Lights celebrations.
Our Night of Lights celebration is not affiliated with or symbolic of any one religion
or ideology. We simply want to mark the age-old tradition that so many countries and
cultures have noted for millennia: that light in the dark of winter can give hope and joy.
If you are new to our neighborhood, this is a wonderful way to meet your neighbors and
spread some joy in our community.
Our Night of Lights celebration is also the time of year when we come together to
collect donations for our neighbors in need at the Urban Ministries of Durham Community Café. Last year, we collected more than $6,200. Our 2018 goal is to beat that and
collect at least $6,500.
This year, the Community Café is in need of some particular pantry items as we near
the holiday season. See the insert inside your PARADE for details. The Community
Café would like us to know they also accept donations of warm winter wear—gloves,
hats and coats, too.
When you stop by Oval Park for supplies, drop off your gift of canned goods and
money for the Community Café. You can also renew your membership, getting you a free
luminaria kit. Members that have already renewed for 2018-2019 get one free set, too!
To make this year’s event successful, we need lots of volunteers — helping set up,
selling luminarias, passing out sand, dropping off old plastic bags for sand—we have lots
of opportunities to get involved. If you can work for a few hours selling luminaria supplies,
gathering donations and signing up members for your neighborhood association, contact
Heather Gudac at hszaczek@gmail.com. I will be signing folks up online this year to
help work designated shifts. More info will come on the neighborhood mailing list soon.

Annual Meeting Highlights Neighborhood
Interests and Issues
P E R RY W H I T T E D

The Watts Hospital - Hillandale Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting on the evening of Oct.
16 highlighted affordable housing, crime prevention, proposed zoning changes that could impact the neighborhood,
WHHNA-sponsored events and more. A slate of 13 board
members, including a few newcomers, was voted on and
approved for the 2018-2019 year during the meeting at the
Mosaic Church, in the Fellowship Hall.
The evening meeting began with WHHNA neighbor David Stein sharing his positive experiences partnering with
many groups around the prospect of developing affordable
housing adjacent to our neighborhood and later promoting
collaborative efforts to convert under-utilized hotel space
into sustainable artists’ studios. David’s story was engaging
and his civic-minded efforts appreciated by all.
Continuing the theme of community engagement, board
member Tom Miller gave an update on a pilot collaboration
with the Old West Durham Neighborhood Association to
jointly publish the PARADE newsletter that would include
articles from both neighborhoods (read about it on page 5).
This was followed by an open discussion on crime prevention led by board members Jennifer Woods and Jerri Plummer.
More broadly, board members promoted the idea of more block
parties in the neighborhood as a fun way to get to know neighbors and serve as a forum for awareness and crime prevention.
The meeting then shifted to a series of topics related to
zoning and infrastructure, starting with a presentation by
Past President Jamie Gruener, who updated neighbors on
the proposed Chesterfield Development east of Hillandale
Road and west of Tampa Avenue, between Indian Trail and
I-85. Read more about it on page 7.
Next, Tom Miller briefed neighbors on initiatives by the
Planning Department around proposed zoning ordinance
(continued on page 4)
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Comings & Goings
Are you a new neighbor? Email Brandee Gruener at ParadeEditor@gmail.com.
On Aug. 12, CARRIE BLATTEL and GREGG WAGNER of Albany Street welcomed
CAMILLE GEORGIANA WAGNER to the world! Mom and baby are both healthy and happy.
Camille was named after three of her great-grandfathers, who were all Georges. When she’s not sleeping, eating, and pooping, she enjoys listening to children’s stories and her parents playing the piano.
The IRVAN FAMILY is sad to announce that they recently left Durham for Grand Rapids, Mich.,
to be closer to family. JAIMIE and KYLE arrived at 1608 Maryland Ave. in May 2016 when it was
just the two of them. Since then, they have collected two cats, gotten married, and had a baby, ISAAC.
“This house and neighborhood hold so many special memories for us and it is bittersweet to say goodbye.
We want to thank everyone for being so welcoming to us and we will miss you all a lot!,” Jaimie said.
The nature-loving MOYERS moved to 1112 Alabama Ave. on Oct. 1 from West Palm Beach, Fla.
CHRIS is originally from San Diego and has been working in the craft beer and service industry for
the past 13 years. KRISTI was born in Florida and has been an environmental educator and nature
preserve manager for the last 12 years. She is now the Nature Preserves Program Director for the City
of Raleigh. Their son is 6 years old and is a first grader at E.K. Powe. He is a passionate fisherman who
also loves amphibians, reptiles, and gardening. Their daughter is 3 years old and attends My Playhouse
Preschool and Kindergarten. She is following close behind her brother in his outdoor adventures and
exploring. “One of the many reasons we moved here was for a greater sense of community and we
sure found it in spades — THANK YOU all for the warm welcome,” Chris said.

Editorial
WELCOMING NEIGHBORHOODS
GALIA GOODMAN

Those of us who live here, and who have lived here for a long time, like to think of ourselves as being good neighbors. This is, for the most part, true. For new people, and perhaps those
who can use a reminder, here is a short list of things that you may wish to consider. If you do even a
few of these things, you will have people considering you as a very good neighbor indeed.
First of all, talk to people even if you don’t know them. Introduce yourself! Next, walk the
neighborhood. How many of us actually KNOW the boundaries of the neighborhood? It is larger
and more diverse than you would think. Take time on a nice day and walk the whole area. Check out
people’s gardens and talk to the gardeners! Find out how long they’ve lived here. Many of the older
residents actually grew up in this neighborhood. Some were born at the School of Science and Math
back when it was Watts Hospital. Let us know where you are from as well!
If you have time, there are great opportunities for volunteering on a neighborhood and a city wide
level. Durham CAN (Congregations, Associations & Neighborhoods), various city committees, and
boards are often looking for members. If you let us know your interests, we can help you find a place
to develop them. At the very least, take the time to attend a City Council meeting. We have a pretty
cool city, and the current mayor is a Watts-Hillandale resident!
Another thing that’s easy to do is to pick up trash. One of our neighbors picks the trash out of
Ellerbe Creek a couple times a month. If you’ll just pick up some of the candy wrappers from Halloween, it will make the neighborhood cleaner. Don’t forget to recycle! If you have a dog and are
willing, please pick up the poop that other dogs have left. If you have an extra bag it is a great kindness.
The biggest thing you can do to be a good neighbor is to pay attention to the other people who
live here in as many ways as you can. Invite people over, learn the names of their dogs and children,
smile at people you don’t know, greet the delivery people and the workmen and women who come
to the neighborhood. Mostly just be kind: in person, on the listserv, and in the larger community.
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Community News
COUNTY TO REAPPRAISE
HOMES IN JANUARY
D OT D OY L E

As you may be aware, Durham County is currently working on the
reappraisal of all real property in the county. Homes in the Watts-Hillandale
neighborhood are, of course, included in this review. At the end of the reappraisal process, new tax valuations will be assigned to all properties to
reflect their fair market value. These new property values become effective
Jan. 1, 2019. At the end of January, taxpayers will be notified of the new
appraisal values and will have the opportunity to appeal the valuation.
These newly assessed values will be used to calculate your property value
for the property tax bill you will receive in the summer of 2019 and will be
in effect until 2023. Recall that the tax rate is determined by the County
Commissioners and the City Council and may change from year to year, but
the tax value will be effective for four years. Also, the process of determining
the tax rate is separate from determining the market value of your property.
Members of the Durham Tax Administration want to ensure that homeowners are well aware of the new valuations and the appeals process. To
learn more about the reappraisal process, visit www.dconc.gov/taxhelp
and click on “general reappraisal (revaluation).” The neighborhood association has arranged a program for the Durham County Tax Administration
office to explain the revaluation process to Watts-Hillandale and Old West
Durham neighbors and answer questions. The program will be held at 6:30
p.m. on Jan. 14 in the Education Technology Complex (ETC) Lecture Hall
at the North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics. The ETC is the
building nearest the intersection of West Club Boulevard and Maryland
Avenue. Most Watts-Hillandalers know it as their polling place. Signs will
direct you to the lecture hall.

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP CONTINUES
MONTHLY SINGS
Join up with your music-loving neighbors and sing on the first Sunday
of every month from 4-5 p.m. No talent is required, there’s no commitment,
and the group does not have performances; they’re just getting to know a
few new faces while bringing back the ancient tradition of community
singing. Winter dates are Jan. 6, Feb. 3, and March 3. Those interested can
email Ali Shoenfelt at alidaly13@yahoo.com to join the mailing list and
find out locations.

WRECK ON GUESS ROAD ENDS
IN FATALITY
In the evening on Nov. 7, an accident on Guess Road near Westover
Park caused injuries to one motorcyclist and the death of another. The tragedy occurred when a car turning left struck the two cyclists. Guess Road
was closed for a number of hours while police and paramedics worked at the
scene. The dead man was identified as Randy Mason of Durham. He was 28
years old and the father of two sons. The other cyclist, Ronnie Keith, 57, of
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Dec. 15-16 L
 uminaria sale and canned food drive,
12–5 p.m., Oval Park picnic shelter
Dec. 16

 ight of Lights, from dusk until the candles
N
burn out

Dec. 19	Rain date for Night of Lights
Jan. 7	WHHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
School of Science and Mathematics, Bryan 109
Jan. 14	Tax Reappraisal Information Program, 6:30 p.m.,
at the N.C. School of Science and Mathematics
Feb. 4

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
W
School of Science and Mathematics, Bryan 109

Mar. 4

 HHNA Board Meeting, 7–9 p.m., at the N.C.
W
School of Science and Mathematics, Bryan 109

Durham suffered serious injuries but is expected to recover. The section of
Guess Road where the accident occurred is increasingly busy. The four-lane
road passes through neighborhood residences south of Westover Park, but
turns commercial north of the park with many driveway cuts on both sides
of the street. A new stop light-assisted pedestrian crossing was recently
installed at the park as part of the Ellerbe Creek Trail extension. There is
no indication that the crosswalk was implicated in the accident.

DR. SIGRID NELIUS PASSES
Long - time neighbor Dr. Sigrid Johanna von Renner Nelius died
on April 24. Her many friends and neighbors in Watts-Hillandale mourn
her passing. She was 94 at the time of her death. Born and educated in
Germany, Dr. Nelius emigrated to the United States in 1953. She completed
medical residencies at Vanderbilt University in Nashville. It was there
that she met and married her husband, the late Rev. Albert Nelius. The
Neliuses moved to Durham in 1960 where Dr. Nelius began her long and
distinguished practice in internal and bariatric medicine – first at Butner
and later at Duke. In 1969, the Nelius family moved into the modernist
house on Sprunt Avenue that architect Jon Condoret designed for them.
It was their home for decades. Dr. Nelius loved art, music, swimming, and
travel. She was gracious hostess and neighbors remember fondly the good
times they had in her home. Our sympathy goes to her family.
(continued on page 4)
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Community News

(continued from page 3)

MEET OUR 2018–19 BOARD MEMBERS
PERRY WHITTED became immediate past president after serving as
president of the board during the last session. Public service and fostering
a sense of community are important to him, as this type of effort has the
potential to impact so many other aspects of our lives. Perry is recently
retired and focuses on producing expressive metal work and public art.
DOT DOYLE, who has lived in the neighborhood since 1991 and
began serving on the board in 2017, is now serving as president of the
board. She appreciates the sense of community that makes WHH a special
neighborhood and enjoys participating in events like the Independence Day
celebration and Night of Lights. Dot is retired from the math faculty at the
N.C. School of Science and Mathematics.
HEATHER GUDAC has moved from the role of secretary to become
vice president and is excited to continue on the board. She coordinates our
annual Night of Lights celebration. Heather is a partner and operations
manager for a wealth management firm in Raleigh.
BO HARRIS continues in his role as treasurer on the board for the
third year. Bo is eager to continue working to better our neighborhood, and
Durham, as a part of the board. He works for a data and analytics company.
New board member JULIA BARNARD, of Carolina Avenue, is
serving as secretary for 2018-2019. She is originally from Lawrence, Kan.
and has lived in the neighborhood for four years. She and her partner, Jordan,

Annual Meeting (continued from page 1)
changes affecting accessory dwellings, small cottage homes and duplexes. After some open dialog, many neighbors expressed interest
in gaining more information on this complex topic, appreciation for
thoughtful strategies aimed at infilling the urban tier and inclusion as
stakeholders in the process.
The discussion then turned to upcoming neighborhood events, with
board member Catie Shaffer presenting details on Halloween, board
member Galia Goodman giving information on the Nov. 11 Art Walk,
and Secretary Heather Gudac providing information on the Dec. 16
Night of Lights. Finally, Jerri Plummer gave information on the Ellerbe
Creek Watershed Association neighborhood workday event to be held
in the 17-acre wood at a date sometime in March.
The final topic of the evening was approval of a recommended
change in the WHHNA bylaws, which gave the treasurer the authority
to appoint neighborhood association members to assist with managing
membership records. After some discussion, the bylaw change was
approved by majority vote. Additional changes to the bylaws will be
coming in the 2018-2019 term and board members noted that process
would involve greater engagement with WHHNA members.
After a financial report by WHHNA Treasurer Bo Harriss, Heather
Gudac presented the WHNNA slate of board member candidates as
recommended by the nominating committee, which was approved
by neighborhood vote. Read about our new and returning members
on this page.
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moved from an apartment on Virgie to the corner of Carolina and Sprunt
in 2017. She graduated from UNC Chapel Hill’s Department of City and
Regional Planning and now works at the Center for Responsible Lending in
downtown Durham. Julia is excited to get more involved in neighborhood
planning issues and to be of service when she can.
CHRIS MEYERS, RUBÉN GONZALEZ, and LARRY JONES
are also new members and will serve as directors for the WHHNA. Chris
and his wife Karen, now on Tampa Avenue, are originally from Florida
and moved here three years ago. They loved the neighborhood so much as
renters that they bought the house next door. Chris is interested in learning
more about the goings on of the neighborhood and volunteering his time
and skills (he’s incredibly handy).
Rubén was born in Panamá and moved to Durham in 2004, after meeting
his wife Rachel Cohn. They have lived mainly in Watts-Hillandale with a
brief spell on Carolina Avenue in Old West Durham while he was a grad
student in International Development Policy at Duke. Most of his career
has been in Central America in the NGO sector. Currently, Rubén is a
stay-at-home Dad, and says it’s tons of fun hanging out with their 3-yearold, Liana. He wants to contribute to making Durham more engaged and
see a holistic and sustainable approach to development. Rubén is a member
of Bike Durham and the Durham Bike Coop.
Larry has been a resident of WHH on 9th Street for almost five years.
He wants to become more involved with his neighbors and to learn more
about community organizing. Larry is looking forward to planning out fun
neighborhood activities that everyone can join in. His love for the neighborhood and Durham in general comes from the time and energy people
put into making this an enjoyable place to live.
Several directors returned to the board, one of them after a brief hiatus.
VOLKER BLUM of West Club Boulevard has lived in WHH since
2013 and served on the board in three prior years. He is very interested in
a broad range of issues concerning our neighborhood, particularly traffic
and infrastructure. He says Durham is an environment with much positive
energy and WHH is a particularly strong neighborhood in this respect.
Other directors to return to the board include: JAMIE GRUENER,
who has been a member of the board since 2011 and has served as both
president and vice president in the past. He works in IT and also serves as
the WHHNA mailing list moderator. TOM MILLER, who was elected
to the neighborhood’s original board of directors in 1984 and has served on
and off since then. Since his work was in real estate regulation for the state,
zoning work here at home is a natural fit. Tom has written something for
every Parade. JERRI PLUMMER, who moved here with her husband
in 2013 from South Korea. Jerri found out while babysitting neighborhood
kids that this neighborhood is such a strong community, and she absolutely
wants to be involved in helping it continue to grow in ways that benefit our
neighbors. And JENNIFER WOOD, who served last year and moved
to WHH in 2008. Jennifer hopes that her time on the board can help further
her goal of encouraging mindful development throughout WHH and all of
Durham, and is committed to helping keep our neighborhood a beautiful
and safe place. She owns Laundrymen with her husband, Howard. PETE
GOLDBERG, GALIA GOODMAN, KRISTEN LESSEN and
CATIE SHAFFER finished their terms on the board in October. We
are very grateful for their service to the board and to the community at
large. We know they will continue to do great things for our neighborhood.
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SAVE MARCH 23 FOR CLEANING
THE CREEK
STEVE COHN

March 23, the Saturday of Creek Week, is the likely date for the 2019
version of WHHNA’s annual Community Volunteer Day with the Ellerbe
Creek Watershed Association (ECWA).
We hope to see a lot of you there, as we come together as a neighborhood
to show support for our own wonderful nature preserve and for ECWA’s
efforts to make this green space available for all to enjoy. Likely activities
include trail maintenance, trash pick-up, invasive species removal, and
native plant gardening.
We’ll give more details, including the time and meeting place, in the
March issue of PARADE. But that issue comes out just before March 23,
so we’re giving you a heads-up now. If you want fuller information before
you see the next PARADE, please check out the events information on
www.ellerbecreek.org.

WHHNA MEMBERS NEEDED NOW!
It’s time to renew your membership in the Watts Hospital-Hillandale
Neighborhood Association. If you haven’t joined before now, this is a
great time to sign up. All memberships expire in October every year and
in November we begin anew. Among Durham’s voluntary neighborhood
organizations, Watts-Hillandale always has the largest membership count.
Let’s make 2018-2019 the best membership year ever!
So far, about 200 members have joined or renewed. That’s a good start,
but we have a long way to go. With your support we can top 700. Help
us out by filling out the membership form included with this newsletter
and sending it in with your dues. After 34 years, dues are still just $5 per
adult. Make your checks out to “WHHNA” and send them to 1110 Virginia
Ave., Durham, NC 27705. Renters and owners are equally welcome. If you
prefer, you can renew your membership when you buy your bags, candles,
and sand for Night of Lights.
It is our neighborhood. That it is a great place to live is no accident. Help
protect it. Help improve it. Join the WHHNA right now!

PARADE TO EXPAND INTO OWD
Beginning in 2019, PARADE will be the shared newsletter of
the Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham neighborhoods. The two
neighborhoods have long been partners. The border between them along
back lot lines is essentially invisible. We share a strong unity of interests.
What affects one neighborhood affects the other. What is news to one is
news to the other. In August, the Watts-Hillandale Neighborhood Association board made the proposal to share Parade to the Old West Durham
board, which accepted.
Circulation of the Parade will expand from around 1,300 households in
Watts-Hillandale each quarter to around 2,000 in Watts-Hillandale and
Old West Durham combined. The shared newsletter will be managed by
a joint committee from both neighborhoods. Brandee Gruener will remain
the editor and Amanda Shurgin will continue to be the newsletter’s de-
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signer. Although the Parade has always reported on some happenings in
Old West Durham, the shared newsletter will certainly contain more Old
West Durham news contributed by writers from that neighborhood. Each
neighborhood will be responsible for distribution within its boundaries.
Organization of the newsletter’s content will not be divided. Articles and
notices about each neighborhood will be interspersed throughout the shared
edition. Most content will be directed at readers from both neighborhoods.
Costs associated with the expansion of the newsletter will be covered by
a slight rise in the price of advertisements.
The Parade has been published in Watts-Hillandale for 34 years without missing an issue. It is delivered to every doorstep in the neighborhood
each quarter by committed volunteers. The newsletter has always been
one of the great strengths of our neighborhood. The new, shared Parade
will reach more people in two neighborhoods and strengthen the bonds
between them.

BUY WHH SWAG FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS
Here’s a holiday gift idea that can’t go wrong. Give that certain someone
a Watts-Hillandale neighborhood T-shirt or ball cap. We have a full range
of T-shirts in several designs and sizes. They are made of soft, breathable,
mostly cotton. And hats! You didn’t even know we have hats. They are
soft-crown ball caps with the Watts Hospital logo embroidered on the
front and a leather strap on the back to adjust for size. Pretty darn spiffy!
A neighborhood T rolled tightly will fit in a holiday stocking with plenty of room for an orange on top. All neighborhood swag, shirts and hats,
costs just $12 apiece. Contact Tom Miller, the neighborhood’s purveyor
of geographically specific personal adornment, for a showing. Tom’s email
address is tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.

HALLOWEEN DRAWS THOUSANDS
Halloween drew big numbers to the neighborhood once more.
April Henry and Stefan Gottschalk on Club Boulevard reported the highest
count at 2,030 trick or treaters. Minnie Mouse, Black Panther, Iron Man,
Scream, Mario Brothers and Invincibles costumes were popular. There
were some creative group efforts: a household on Club Boulevard featured
the cast of the Wizard of Oz. A troupe of middle school girls sang a creepy
lullaby. Parents in ancient Egyptian costume transported their baby in a
sarcophagus. One boy really upped the ante when he stepped out on stilts.
We also saw the return of Professors Minerva McGonagall and Albus
Dumbledore with their sorting tent on Alabama Avenue. A long line of
eager witches and wizards waited to find out which house they would join
at Hogwarts. Across the street, we were treated to live music on the fiddle,
accordion, and triangle. The airs were spectacularly spooky.
Thank you to all who made Halloween an entertaining evening. The
city Impact Team at the Neighborhood Improvement Services Department
provided the cones for managing traffic. Tom Miller, Catie and Reid Shaffer,
Dot Doyle, Chris Myers, Perry Whitted and Qiuhu Rossi Louie helped
with transporting and putting out cones. And off-duty police officers, hired
each year by the WHHNA, assisted greatly in keeping us safe crossing the
street. We can’t wait to see more ghouls and goblins next year.
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The Heart of the
Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at www.whhna.org

Development Roundup
We start December’s Roundup with disturb-

ing news – NORTHGATE MALL is in financial trouble. According to newspaper reports, the
mall’s ownership has missed some loan payments
and trustees for the noteholders, Denver-based
Northwood Investors, commenced foreclosure
proceedings in October. A sale was ordered for
this month, but the Clerk of Court has allowed
the parties time to search for a solution to the
property’s financial problems.
Northgate was developed as a shopping center
in the 1960s and became an enclosed mall in the
1970s. In more recent years, Northgate has faced
increasing competition from the newer Southpoint Mall and from ever-expanding E-commerce. Mall anchors like Sears, Macy’s, and other
major department stores have suffered nationally.
One-by-one, they have vacated their large Northgate spaces. Duke University recently acquired
the 180,000 sq. ft. Macy’s space at Northgate for
office use. Northgate has the distinction of being
Durham’s homegrown and owned shopping mall.
The future of the property is important to everyone in Northwest Central Durham.
On the far western edge of the neighborhood, at the Festival Center on Hillsborough
Road, finishing touches are being made at a new
JERSEY MIKE’S submarine sandwich shop.
The 1,800 sq. ft. restaurant will be the fourth Jersey Mike’s franchise in the area for local owners,
Brenda and Bob Smith. Jersey Mike’s is a national
chain founded in 1975. At the opposite end of the
shopping center, the large space abandoned by
Kroger is still empty with no sign of activity. The
Kroger store there and the store at Northpointe
were both closed this summer with the promise
that they would reopen as Harris Teeter stores.
Kroger acquired Harris Teeter back in 2014. At
the Hillsborough Road location, the big Kroger
letters over the entrance have been pried from the
parapet, but a sandwich board on the sidewalk declares “We’re remodeling!” At Northpointe, the
Kroger name is also gone, but the pharmacy there
is still operating under the Harris Teeter name.
On Ninth Street, YOGA OFF EAST is
moving from its current location next to Happy
+ Hale across the street to the space formerly
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occupied by The Playhouse toy store. Yoga Off
East was founded by Kathy Smith and opened
on Ninth Street in 2016. The studio offers a variety of yoga classes. HAPPY + HALE plans to
take over the current studio space to expand its
operations and catering business. A little further
north, at the corner of Ninth and Markham, TINY
has opened in the location recently occupied by
Cozy. Tiny is the baby and toddler boutique
founded by Jennings Brody, the owner of Parker
& Otis and Chet Miller. Tiny sells everything
for little ones from baby furniture to toys and
clothes. Tiny originally opened downtown, but
the Ninth Street location makes the business more
accessible to its customer base.
And further north still, in the Solis Ninth
Street Apartment building, SAINT & CO. has
taken over the space vacated by Pie Hole. Owned
by partners K. T. Ward and Jonathan St. Hilaire,
Saint & Co. is a bakery and cafe with a French
accent. For breakfast and throughout the morning, there are croissants and pains au chocolat,
Danishes, scones, and a daily quiche. For lunch
and into the evening, there are pizzas, panini, and
salads. Everything is scratch made. Jonathan is
the baker and trained at the Culinary Institute of
America. When the space was Pie Hole, it was
half shop and half café. As Saint & Co. it has been
remodeled into a more inviting restaurant. Across
the street, in the Ninth Street North building,
DALE’S INDIAN CUISINE closed with
little warning on Nov. 1. Dale’s was a neighborhood favorite for well more than a decade. Notices
on the door announce that the space is being remodeled for an unnamed new restaurant and that
Dale’s sister restaurant, Tandoor Indian on Hwy
55 in the Research Triangle area, is still open.
Finally, on Sovereign Street near Guess Road,
ZARAZUA PAINTING has taken the front
half of the low commercial building that was
for many years the home of Suggs Plumbing and
Heating. Over the last few years, the front part
of the building has hosted a number of businesses
including a heating and air-conditioning store and
a tire shop. Zarazua is owned by Juan Zarazua
and is well respected in the area for residential
and commercial painting. The firm now does remodeling and home improvement as well. The
company was formerly located in a small house

on Guess Road north of the interstate. The back
half of the building is home to River Bend Studio.

Calls to Carolina Duke Cause Concern
TO M M I L L E R

T h i s s u m m e r , neighbors living north of
Ellerbe Creek began to report an unusual amount
of police activity at the Carolina Duke Inn at the
intersection of Sovereign Street and Carolina Avenue. At the same time, neighbors in the area also
reported an uptick in break-ins and other criminal activity. The 130-room Carolina Duke was
built in the 1960s and enlarged in the 1970s. It has
changed ownership several times. The property
has seen better days. Not all of the buildings at
the property are currently open for guests. The
pool depicted on the business’s webpage has been
filled in. Online reviews indicate that the motel is
sometimes used as a refuge for people who have
become homeless, but at $70 or more per night,
the Carolina Duke Inn is not a homeless shelter.
Complaints about activity at the motel include
allegations of assaults, drug use and sales, and
solicitation. In the surrounding area, neighbors
have experienced burglaries and car-riflings.
Needles and other evidence of drug use have been
observed in Westover Park. Whether there is an
actual causal link between these problems and
the police activity at the Carolina Duke Inn is
difficult to determine. After the problems surfaced, members of the neighborhood association
board attended the District 2 Partners Against
Crime meeting to share neighbor concerns with
the police. Partners Against Crime is a community engagement program sponsored by the Police Department. Its District 2 meetings occur
monthly at the DPS Staff Development Center on
Hillandale Road. For their part, the police have
met with the motel’s owners and police calls to
the motel seem to have subsided.
Neighbors and community advocates have also
met with the owners to discuss the future of the
property. Its possible conversion to affordable
housing was explored, but because of the layout
and construction of the buildings and their proximity to Ellerbe Creek, this use of the property
was determined to be impractical. A proposal to
convert some or all of the property into artists’ stu-
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dios was also considered, but the owners have indicated that they plan to take down the abandoned
buildings, construct new buildings, and generally
refurbish the motel. They may include some retail
and a restaurant. Their stated time frame is apparently over the next two to three years.
The motel property is zoned O-I or Office
Institutional. The O-I zone allows a range of office uses and also hotels and motels. Significant
development intensity in terms of building size is
allowed in O-I. There are neighborhood homes
directly across Carolina Avenue from the motel.
Good land planning would normally avoid putting
single family homes next to high intensity non-residential zones. From the neighbors’ point of view,
a lower intensity office or commercial zone with
a development plan would be better for the motel
property. The motel was developed back before
city zoning rules required effective buffering;
however, there is a row of tall shrubs on the motel
property along the curb. Today the aging shrubs
are growing sparse and there are gaps. Significant
redevelopment of the motel property could trigger
modern buffer requirements. Whatever the future
of the property may be, a neighborhood-friendly,
positive change would be welcome.

Ellerbe Creek Flooding
Addressed by Repair
J E R R I P LU M M E R

As some of you may have noticed, there
was a brief period in October that the portion of
Ellerbe Creek Trail that begins at Guess Road
and extends to North Pointe Drive was closed
for repair. Another thing you may have noticed
was all the standing water in our neighbors’ backyards. Since the completion of the trail, Watts
Hospital-Hillandale neighbors on Forest Road
had experienced flooding in their backyards.
The trail essentially had created a dam between
the yards that back up to the paved trail and the
creek. Because of the path, the water had nowhere to go when it rained. The standing water
had accumulated from the completion of the trail
back in spring until the repairs began.
Thanks to Forest Road resident and WHH
neighbor Eddie Ligon, the city was made aware
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of the issue several times over the course of six
months. As it turns out, the contractor had built the
trail higher than the engineers had designed, thus
creating the dam. Thankfully, once discovered, the
contractors got to work to redo that portion of the
trail, which was under warranty, to the engineers’
original specifications. Since the reopening of the
trail, there has been no excess or standing water,
and everyone can now enjoy the trail.

City Revises Design of Hillandale
Sidewalk and Bike Path
P E R RY W H I T T E D

After much community engagement and input, the Hillandale Road Sidewalk and Bicycle
Facilities project is nearing final design completion. A third and final community input meeting was held Nov. 29 at E.K. Powe Elementary
School. Project designers considered community
and stakeholder input to the plan at the last meeting held on June 18, and incorporated additional
modifications to the design.
Many neighbors may remember the “Preferred Alternative Design Plan” (originally design option C) presented at the June meeting.
Based on input to that plan, a hybrid option has
been adopted. The new hybrid plan retains the
10-foot multi-use trail to be located on the east
side of Hillandale Road from I-85 to NC 147
and on the west side of Hillandale Road from
I-85 to Indian Trail. The new hybrid plan adds
a 5-foot sidewalk to be constructed on the west
side of Hillandale from Indian Trail extending
to an existing section of sidewalk adjacent to the
Williams Water Treatment Plant, just south of
Sprunt Avenue. Diagrams, illustrating the new
hybrid plan, are currently being developed and
will be publicly available soon.
More generally, the project aims to provide 1.1
miles of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure along
Hillandale Road from I-85 to the NC Highway
147 intersection. These new facilities will not include road widening to expand the traffic capacity. Once the design plan is finalized, right of way
processes have concluded, and the award decisions
made, it is estimated that construction will start in
June 2020 and will be completed by May 2021.
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Townhome Developer Seeking Builders
JAMIE GRUENER

Progress on the proposed Hillandale Road
townhome development continues. On Sept. 26,
neighborhood representatives met with the developer, Jim Anthony, and his associate. Anthony
reported that they were actively looking for a primary developer to build the project, an anticipated turn of events. He referenced a number of local
and national builders who had voiced interested,
but no decision had yet been made.
The primary developer would take the reins
in building out the project, but Anthony and his
team would almost certainly complete the rezoning process, which has yet to start, before any
deal would be inked. Anthony also committed to
involving the neighborhood in the process and introducing the developer once they are identified.
As reported in September, Anthony had met
with the Durham Planning Department and was
in the process of submitting the application to
close the now landlocked street stubs of Drake
and Sovereign, as well as the entirety of Chesterfield Avenue. Confirmation that the application
had been submitted was not available as this issue
went to press.
The developer confirmed that the project
would have a single entrance on Hillandale and
that the project would not exceed the maximum
of 90 units for developments with only a single
entrance as determined by zoning ordinance,
though all parties anticipate that the project will
not reach that maximum, for a variety of reasons.
Neighborhood representatives continue to be
confident that a mutually beneficial agreement can
be reached and that the future development project
will be a positive addition to the neighborhood.

Report on Sewer Project to Come
Engineers contracted by the City of
Durham have completed an initial field investigation on the sanitary sewer system in the Wilson
Street to Ellerbe Creek area. A preliminary engineering report was in process but not completed
as of press time. Lisa Mitchell of the Department
(continued on page 8)
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of Water Management said that they would have
information to share, possibly in a public meeting,
once the report is complete.
The Wilson Street to Ellerbe Creek outfall
sanitary sewer repair and replacement project
aims to upgrade and realign 1,800 feet of the
existing sanitary sewer system. As these lines
run through residential properties, Water Management has committed to using trenchless (nodig) technologies as much as possible to mitigate
disruptions to the neighborhood. There will be
additional field investigations during subsequent
design phases. Construction could begin in 2019.
Meanwhile, the field investigation of the
12,000 feet of water mains on West Club Boulevard, Ninth Street, Carolina Avenue, Oakland
Avenue, Oval Drive, and Englewood Avenue is
expected to continue through December. The
design phase includes land surveys, sanitary sewer condition assessments including non-harmful
smoke tests, storm drain assessment, water valve
assessment, water meter and hydrant audits, and a
tree health assessment. We’ve seen many workers
around the neighborhood conducting these investigations over the fall. Construction is projected
to begin in early 2020. More information can be
found at www.durhamwaterprojects.org.

City to Remove Tire Mulch
This summer, the Durham City Council
approved a request to remove the loose rubber
tire mulch spread around the playground at East
Durham Park. The decision was in response to
complaints by neighborhood parents who believe
the mulch is a safety hazard. Rubber tire mulch
is made by shredding up old tires. It is used to
cushion play areas for smaller children. Because
the pieces are small, the mulch can be ingested.
Tires are made of a number of synthetic materials, some of which may be carcinogenic. This
has caused cities all over the country to rethink
the use of tire mulch for cushioning material. Until recently, mulch made from tires has been an
effective and popular material for playgrounds.
It is more durable and softer than wood chips.
It was considered a state-of-the-art material
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when the playground at East Durham Park was
refurbished in 2007. Today, experts are not so
sure. Playground designers still recommend the
material. The EPA has a study underway.
East Durham is the only city park in Durham
where shredded tire mulch has been used for
playgrounds. Other forms of rubber cushioning are used in a number of city parks including
Oval Park. There the area around some toddler
equipment is cushioned with a mat made of rubber pieces bonded into a solid surface. Unless it is
torn or broken, this material cannot be ingested.
The playground at Oval Park was installed a little
over 10 years ago. The bonded rubber surface in
the park has held up well. Wood chips are used
elsewhere in Oval Park and in the playground at
Indian Trail Park.
Durham’s InterNeighborhood Council supported the neighbors’ request for removal of the
tire mulch in East Durham Park.

Storms Hit Neighborhood, Spur
Purchase of Generator
TO M M I L L E R

September and October were stormy
months for the neighborhood. Slow moving Hurricane Florence crossed the coast near Wilmington and circled Durham for the better part of a
week in mid-September. In preparation, the
WHHNA purchased a generator for neighbors
in case of a power outage, and it was eventually
put to good use. The storm caused terrible destruction and massive flooding in areas to our
south, but spared us its worst.
Even so, high winds on Friday night, Sept.
15, caused damage to the neighborhood’s trees.
A falling limb on Club near Oval Park knocked
out power for about half of Watts-Hillandale and
nearly all of Old West Durham. The Durham Fire
Department was there in minutes to protect motorists and curious pedestrians from fallen wires.
A team from Duke Energy had the power back
on in about two hours. Over near the intersection
of Virginia and Wilson Street, a large old sweet
gum split and fell against the house on the corner
causing roof damage. No one was injured.

Bands of rain pelted Durham in an on-off
fashion throughout the following Saturday and
Sunday. The power went out again Sunday for
neighbors on the east side of the neighborhood.
The problem was fixed by 5 p.m. On Monday
morning the rain fell in torrents, causing Ellerbe
Creek to burst its banks. The golf course was
flooded and the houses nearest the creek on Jefferson and Albany were islands for a few hours.
Flooding blocked Hillandale Road at the creek
and several motorists who tried to drive through
the water had to call for help. The Ellerbe tributary which flows down to the creek through the
Chesterfield property north of Indian Trail also
burst its banks and rushed over Indian Trail. The
intersection of Sunset and Albany was inundated
for a time. Westover Park was also drowned. But
by 11 Monday morning, the flood tides receded,
and at 1 p.m. the sun came out!
Still, the rain continued to fall. On Wednesday, Sept. 19, a great willow oak on the NCSSM
side of Sprunt near Delaware came crashing
down at midday. The fallen tree blocked the
street for most of the afternoon, but city crews
were on it almost immediately. There was some
damage to tree limbs and shrubs at the house
across the street, but there was no serious damage to the house itself.
After three weeks’ respite came Hurricane
Michael up from the Gulf of Mexico. Though
mostly blown out, it reached Durham on Thursday, Oct 11. We had rain in the morning growing
heavier through midday. Then, at about 2:30 in
the afternoon, the rain let up and the wind began to howl. Strong gusts broke up trees that had
easily withstood Florence. A big branch down
at Oval Park blocked the west-bound lane well
into the night. In the evening, a massive street
tree at 2011 West Club fell over, pulling down
power poles and lines in an explosion and shower
of sparks. The upper branches of the tree came
to rest on the house causing damage to the roof
and soffits. The eastern half of the neighborhood
was plunged into darkness. Fire crews were on
scene almost instantly. Police blocked off the
street with tape, cones, and barriers. Power was
out for three days.
Anticipating damage to furnaces and water
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heaters from basement flooding, WHHNA’s former President Perry Whitted hit upon the idea
of buying a portable gas-powered generator to
hook up to sump pumps on an as-needed basis.
The board approved the idea and Perry bought
the machine just before Florence hit. When the
availability of the generator was announced, several neighbors made cash gifts to help pay for
it. Because the power outages from Florence
were brief, there were no calls for assistance.
The long power outage caused by Michael did
result in a call. Perry and former board member
Galia Goodman deployed the machine and in
less than a half hour, a neighbor’s basement was
pumped out and disaster averted. The generator
is now community property and is being kept
in readiness. If your sump pump fails in a power
outage, let a neighborhood association board
member know.

Community Founded by Refugees
TO M M I L L E R

Our neighbor Dr. Walter Kempner was
a remarkable and brilliant man. Nearly everyone knows about his famous rice diet program
at Duke. Few people, however, know the story
of his coming to Durham and the community he
built here in Watts-Hillandale.
Kempner was born into a wealthy and
well-connected Jewish family in Berlin in 1903.
His was a life of comfort and privilege. He was
educated at the best schools and became a gifted
physician and medical researcher. He was also
interested in the arts, politics, and philosophy. He
surrounded himself with like-minded liberal scientists and thinkers. When Adolf Hitler became
chancellor of Germany in 1933, Kempner’s world
quickly came apart. Barred from employment by
Hitler’s anti-Jewish laws, Kempner sought to escape to the United States. The prospect of gaining
entry, however, was not encouraging. Thousands
of Jewish refugees were leaving Germany and
this country had very strict limits on immigration.
Fortunately for Kempner, just as the crisis in Germany was becoming ever more dire, Duke University, made rich by the Duke Endowment, was
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expanding. Duke’s medical school was searching
for the best minds for its growing faculty. In 1934,
Duke offered Kempner a two-year appointment.
He accepted.
When he arrived in Durham, Kempner had
only a little money that his department chair, Dr.
Hanes, had smuggled out of Germany for him.
Kempner soon made such an impression on the
university that his appointment was renewed and
ultimately became permanent. In 1939, he developed his famous rice diet at Duke as a treatment
for cardiovascular disease.
Almost immediately upon his arrival in
Durham, Dr. Kempner set about helping other
refugees from the Nazi regime. The first of these
was Dr. Clotilde Schlayer in 1935. Another was
a friend, Edit Glaser. He encouraged both to
settle in Durham. In the early years, Kempner,
Schlayer, and Glaser lived in the Washington
Duke Hotel downtown. In 1938, however, Glaser bought a little house at 2110 Wilson St. The
house became the refugees’ social center. In the
same year, Kempner brought Fides Ruestow to
Durham and found her a post at Duke. Ruestow
moved in with Ms. Glaser on Wilson Street. After World War II, she bought a house of her own
on Stroller Avenue with a deep lot on which she
grew roses. In 1941, Dr. Kempner bought the
new house at 1505 Virginia Ave. and Dr. Schlayer
bought the house next door at 1503. Kempner had
resisted moving from the hotel because he hoped
the situation in Germany would improve. When
war broke out it became obvious that America
would be his home.
After the war, with Germany in ruins, Dr.
Kemper continued to use his growing influence
at Duke to bring refugees to Durham. In 1946,
Dr. and Mrs. Ernst Peschel arrived. They both
worked for Kempner in his laboratory. Initially
they lived with Dr. Schlayer on Virginia Avenue.
Dr. Peschel would establish the first kidney dialysis unit at Duke. The Peschels soon built their
own pre-fab ranch style house at 2306 Pershing
St. on a lot purchased by Dr. Kempner. It was
modified by later owners and had to be demolished recently after suffering severe damage from
a falling tree. In 1947, Mercedes Gaffron arrived
in Durham with substantial help from Dr. Kemp-
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ner. She was a noted psychologist at Duke and
later became a counselor in Dr. Kempner’s rice
diet program. Professor Gaffron also lived with
Dr. Schlayer before buying her own house at 1612
Maryland Ave. In 1949, Dr. Christa von Roebel
arrived. She moved into another pre-fab house at
2303 Pershing Ave. She joined Duke’s faculty in
bacteriology and gynecology.
Dr. Kempner helped all of these gifted people escape the horror of Nazi Germany and the
destruction of their homeland. He found them
positions at Duke, helped them financially, provided them with homes, and sometimes even
helped fund their salaries from his own income.
Together they created their own community near
the intersection of Pershing Street and Virginia
Avenue where they could support each other in
a new and strange country and share their European language and culture. They had lost a great
deal, but here they built new lives. They called
their little settlement “Neu Dahlem” after the
Berlin suburb where, before the war, they had
lived, met, and worked. The community continued to grow. In the mid-1960s, Barbara and Hans
Stefan Schultz came to Durham and moved into
the house at 1500 Alabama Ave. Dr. Kempner
had helped the Schultzes escape to America
in 1937. They found work in colleges and universities outside North Carolina and moved to
Durham only later. The house at 1500 Alabama
was later the home of Dr. Barbara Newborg,
the youngest member of the community. Unlike
the others, she was not a European émigré. She
met Dr. Kempner while studying to become a
doctor. She joined Dr. Kempner’s staff in 1952
and worked with him for 40 years. It is from her
book, Walter Kempner and the Rice Diet, that
information for this article is drawn.
The tight-knit little community of refugees
tucked in the center of Watts-Hillandale continued for nearly 70 years. Dr. Kempner’s rice diet
became famous not only for combating disease
but for weight loss. He treated celebrities and
became one himself. Dr. Kempner died in 1997,
brilliant, generous, and active to the end. In the
years that followed, other members of his circle
followed him. Dr. Newborg was the last; she
passed away in 2016.
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PLACE YOUR
BUSINESS
ADVERTISEMENT HERE
AND REACH OVER
1,300
NEIGHBORHOOD
HOMES

Cottage Garden
Landscaping
patios & decks
moon gates

RATES START AT $65
PER ISSUE

stone walls
chicken coops

PLEASE E-MAIL
PARADEADS@
WHHNA.ORG TO
RESERVE SPACE FOR
YOUR AD

relax shacks
garden coaching



award-winning garden designs

These businesses are
sponsoring this newsletter.
Please support them as
they support us.

FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
1412 N. Mangum St., Durham, NC 27701

est. 1996

horse & Buggy Press
AND F R I E N D S

GA L L E RY
strong work in a variety
of media by good people

receptions every month or two.
keep up by getting on our mailing list.
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dave wofford designs all things
ink on paper and collaborates with
writers, artists, and historians on
a range of book projects.
the gallery showcases over 25
accomplished artists & craftspersons with new work rotating in
amongst the solo and thematic
exhibits on the “main” wall.
1116 Broa d S t. horseandbuggypress.com
Mon. – Fri. 10 to 3ish. Sat. by chance/appt.

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com
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SERVICE & REPAIR
REMODEL
NEW CONSTRUCTION
919-291-5209
archie@greenehuntinc.com
www.greenehuntinc.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
PLUMBING SERVICES
migformac
Make the most of your digital world
Your full service, AAHA accredited
veterinary hospital for all of your
pet’s life stages.

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP
Betsy Williams, DVM

919-219-9563
mig@migformac.com
www.migformac.com

Mig Hayes

Tutor & Support
Mac, iPhone, iPad,
iCloud, software & more

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD

New Clients,
mention this ad to receive
$40 off
your first visit.

Offering acupuncture, therapeutic laser, and
advanced dentistry services.

Experienced, individualized, progressive care for
your pets.

919-383-5578
www.westsideanimal.com
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Dr. Amber Meade
Dr. Adeline Noger

205 Broadway St
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 973-0292
www.bvhdurham.com

MAVERICK’S

Located in the Central Park District
of downtown Durham
behind the police substation

SMOKEHOUSE & TAPROOM

BBQ-CATERING-DELIVERY
LUNCH-BRUNCH-DINNER
DRINKS-LATE NIGHT-FUN
MENU 11-2AMs
*Available Thursday - Sunday Night

Get Our Free
App 4 Easy
Ordering!

DELIVERIES
UNTIL 2AM*
*Available Thursday - Sunday Nights

ORDER ONLINE AT

MAVSBBQ.COM

900 W. MAIN ST, DURHAM, NC 27701
(919) 682-8978 • MavsBBQ.com

PHUNCO 18-071

LATE NIGHT*

WHEN IS THE BEST TIME
TO WRITE A WILL?
There is no best time.
Why not do it NOW?

Ampersand Law, based in our neighborhood, offers
estate planning services for people just like you.
Learn more at www.ampersand-law.com
Attorney Heather Hazelwood
919-585-1490 | heather@ampersand-law.com
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