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“A man is called selfish not for pursuing his own good, but for neglecting his neighbor’s.” — Richard Whately

ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
COMING OCT. 17
JAMIE GRUENER

The Watts Hospital- Hillandale Neighborhood Association will hold its
annual meeting in the fellowship room of the Mosaic Church on West Club on Tuesday,
Oct. 17, at 7 p.m. We encourage all neighbors to come, renew their WHHNA memberships, and participate. This is an ideal opportunity to learn what the WHHNA has been
doing over the last year and to provide input on activities for the coming year.
After a quick review of the agenda, there will be a presentation from the City of
Durham on some upcoming major water and sewer projects affecting Club Boulevard and
Oakland Drive, and others. Following a brief break, we will review the major stories of
the year, including updates on Club Boulevard re-striping, the dedication of the fabulous
violin bench in the History Grove project commemorating Dorothy Kitchen, a likely
upcoming rezoning case in the north section of our neighborhood, the ongoing bike and
pedestrian infrastructure project on Hillandale, and a few more things.
Next will be a report from the treasurer followed by a vote on the slate of candidates
for the officers and board of directors for the coming year. Plus, you can renew your
membership, get a T-shirt, and meet your neighbors. Please note that the agenda is subject
to change, and the final agenda will be made available through the neighborhood mailing
list at whhna-list@whhna.org. There will be some refreshments. We look forward to
seeing you there!

LEARN ABOUT WATER AND SEWER MAIN
REPLACEMENT ON CLUB & OAKLAND
At the annual meeting on Oct. 17, Bryant Green of the City of Durham’s
Department of Water Management will present on upcoming projects to
replace water and sanitary sewer mains along West Club Boulevard and
Oakland Avenue. Construction could begin in the fall of 2018. The project
will reroute some existing lines that currently cross private property into
the city right-of-way as well as replace aging lines that are at or past a
useful life. Come to the meeting to learn more about what areas will be
affected, when, and for how long, as well as to ask your questions.

Hillandale Bike/Sidewalk Project to Come
JAMIE GRUENER

A long time coming, the City of Durham Public Works
Contracting Group has signed a contract with Ramey
Kemp & Associates to come up with a construction plan
for a bike lane and sidewalk project for Hillandale Road.
The project extends from the Hillandale Road intersection
with I-85 to the Durham Freeway.
In 2014, the city commissioned Horvath Associates to
create two separate functional designs that would incorporate bike lanes and sidewalks along Hillandale Road.
Both plans share some features: Plan A primarily consists
of a 10’ wide, shared asphalt trail some distance from
Hillandale whereas Plan B adds bike lanes to Hillandale
and a 5’ pedestrian sidewalk built closer to the roadway.
The plans were shared with the public at the time.
Ramey Kemp & Associates is contracted to come up
with the construction plan for Plan A, the plan selected
by the city after receiving feedback and performing an
internal review. As part of the engineering work, Ramey
Kemp & Associates will be reviewing the choices made
in the functional design plan, including the interaction
of the new trail and the various intersections along Hillandale.
Of specific interest to the neighbors in Hillandale
Commons, who live off Indian Trail to the west of Hillandale, the engineering work will be looking carefully at
the Indian Trail and Hillandale Road intersection. Neighbors in that area have long hoped for a traffic light or other
traffic management tool to aid in exiting onto Hillandale,
especially during rush hour. And while Plan A does not
include any changes to this intersection, between the
concerns of neighbors and the likely development project
on the east side of Hillandale, the city has indicated this
intersection will be under close scrutiny. Signaling or
other devices may be recommended.
Look for upcoming notices for public meetings arranged by the contractor to discuss this project.
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Comings & Goings
If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com
MARGO and MANISH DAYAL moved to 2220 W. Club in April and are thrilled to be back
in North Carolina experiencing the seasons again after spending the last couple of years in Los
Angeles. Margo is from Nashville and Manish is originally from India and grew up in NC. After
college (Appalachian State and UNC), they met and got married in Charleston and then moved
to New York City for a few years before heading to L.A. Margo is the Director of Technology
at The V Foundation for Cancer Research and Manish is a Director at Brooks Bell Interactive, a
digital agency in Raleigh. You’re likely to see them walking around the neighborhood with their
dogs, Potter and Ginger.

2016–2017 NEIGHBORHOOD
OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT:
Jamie Gruener
919.624.9760
jamie.gruener@gmail.com
2410 W. Club Blvd.
VICE-PRESIDENT:
Henri Gavin
henri.gavin@gmail.com
1400 Virginia Ave.

SECRETARY:
Perry Whitted
919.323.7523
whitted.perry@gmail.com
1705 Maryland Ave.

CHRISTOPHER and RICKIE WHITE just moved to 1602 Delaware after a six-year stint
working as farmers at Waterdog Farms in Hurdle Mills. If you are regular shoppers at the Durham
Farmer’s Market, you may recognize them or have been to their booth. Now that they have sold
the farm and are again urban dwellers, they look forward to walking their dog Juno around the
neighborhood and meeting neighbors.

TREASURER:
Bo Harriss
boharriss@gmail.com
2206 Wilson St.

GREG and HARPER PRIDGEN welcomed their first baby on April 15. Her name is ELEANOR BESS.

DIRECTORS:
Emma Allott
emmaallott@gmail.com
1618 Delaware Ave.

VERONICA PONCE DE LEON is a Colombian-American biochemist with a PhD in
Neuroscience and Genetics from Switzerland. She came to Durham as an employee of a software
company. However, she is now a certified yoga teacher and fitness instructor who offers private
classes and loves the personal interactions and relations. Veronica is still looking for a position in
science, but meanwhile enjoys helping out with Airbnb, dog sitting, and other odd jobs. “I love
Durham!” she exclaims.
TOM CAMPBELL, long-time co-owner of The Regulator Bookshop on Ninth Street, has
recently moved (back) to his favorite neighborhood, at 2022 Sprunt Ave.
JUDITH GARNETT moved from Marin County, Calif. to 1402 Alabama Ave. about a month
ago. She is thrilled to be near to family. Her daughter and her husband and three grandchildren
– Sam, 7 1/2 years, and Margot and Esme, 3 years, live on West Club Boulevard. “We have been
very busy settling in but now have time to enjoy the neighborhood and hope to get to know
neighbors,” says Judith.
THIBAULT WORTH, ZING JAO, and ISADORA “IZZY” WORTH (2 years 8 months)
moved to 2508 W. Wilson St. from the Cleveland Holloway neighborhood in July. The home
they moved from was the oldest residential home in Durham that continues to house a family, but
nothing compares to our ‘hood where Izzy sees dozens of other children and has a plenty of parks
to socialize in.
DANIELLE MICHAELS, husband PETER, and daughter CLARA (7) moved to Sunset
Avenue in May. Please say hello to your new neighbors.
CATHERINE MAJESTIC, BROOKS STONE, and ALBERTA the dog recently sold their
house in Burlington to move back to Durham to be closer to family. Brooks and Catherine are professionals in their 30s and Alberta is a very sweet, yet somewhat anxious, 10-year-old black and tan
hound dog. She likes to jump fences but loves people, so if she escapes please call them (919-599-3740
and 828-734-1582). They are living at the end of Pershing Street and plan to build in the coming
months. “Sorry for the noise in advance!! Looking forward to meeting everyone!” says Catherine.
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Community News
SPRITES RETURN ON HALLOWEEN
If you are brand new to Watts-Hillandale, you’re in for a treat.
Thousands of spirits, sprites and superheroes, along with their parents,
will gather along Club Boulevard and adjoining streets as dusk nears on
Oct. 31. They will remain for hours, haunting the neighborhood in search
of candy. Many neighbors will oblige and even keep counters to track how
many ghosts and goblins approach their doors. The PARADE has a few
tips for making this event fun rather than forbidding.
Neighborhood volunteers put out cones along Club Boulevard and
hire police to direct traffic. Keep that in mind if you’re coming home
late from work. Also, Club Boulevard residents know that it’s a good
idea to bring extra family or friends into the mix to help hand out candy.
Some put up temporary fencing so that trick-or-treaters don’t trample
the yard in the dark. For those on quiet side streets, it can be challenging
to draw in the hordes. If you dare to try, lots of prominently placed,
blood-curdling decorations may attract them. Finally, use the cover of
darkness and turn off your porch light if you don’t want to participate
or the candy runs out.

Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Oct. 5

First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Oct. 17

 HHNA Annual Meeting, 7 p.m., at Mosaic
W
Church Fellowship Room

Oct. 31	Halloween Trick or Treating, from dusk until the
candy runs out
Nov. 7	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Perry Whitted, 1705 Maryland Ave.
Nov. 12

WHH and OWD Art Walk, 12-5 p.m

Dec. 5

 eighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
N
home of Galia Goodman, 1301 Alabama Ave.

ANNUAL ART WALK RETURNS NOV. 12
GALIA GOODMAN, ARTWALK TREASURER/ORGANIZER EMERITA

Let’s begin with a short history: The Watts Hospital-Hillandale and Old West Durham Art Walk began about 22 years ago as an
Open Studio that showcased my own work. I invited a few other artists
to join me, and after a couple years, someone said “Let’s do a neighborhood
Art Walk and pull in all these creative folks who live in the area!” The first
couple of walks were just Watts-Hillandalers, but it did not take long for
the Old West Durham to become involved, and here we are. If 15 years is
an institution, I guess we’ve made it.
This year’s walk will be on Sunday, Nov. 12, and will run from 12 to
5 p.m. Though it conflicts with some other art walks and artists’ tours
in other neighborhoods, we like having ours after the elections, so our
signs show up better. It really is a NEIGHBORHOOD event, and our
intent is to offer anyone of any age with a creative streak a place to show
their work, sell it if they want to, and have a chance to meet their neighbors and spend a bit of time on a (usually) lovely fall afternoon strolling
around our wonderful neighborhood, rejoicing in our good fortune to
live here. Anything else is entirely optional. Some artists serve food and
drinks. Others don’t. Sometimes we pull in a food truck or someone sets
up a donut machine, a cotton candy machine or a lemonade stand. The
neighborhood board usually has a tent up to collect association dues, if
you missed the annual meeting, and to sell T-shirts to those who may have
missed getting one on July 4th. Many artists give a portion of what they
make in sales to neighborhood or international projects, charities and social
justice groups. Some of those who visit the artists may be as interested in
recent renovations to the artist’s home as in the art. Some may be looking
for something fun to do with visiting relatives. Whatever, it’s all good,
and we invite you to participate.
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If you are a returning artist, you will be receiving an email from Gaylee
Crockett (gayleecrockett@gmail.com) in the next few weeks if you haven’t
already. It will include a prospectus and application materials. If you need
any additional information, please contact her. If you are an artist and want
to show your work for the first time, please email gayleecrockett@gmail.
com or galiaarts@gmail.com and we will see that you get the info you need
to register. If you’d be interested in giving us a hand with putting up or
taking down signs, please contact K Brown at kbrownphotography.com.
If you’d be willing to help with advance publicity, please contact Sally
Adkin at sadkin@nc.rr.com. We welcome anyone with a bit of time and a
commitment to neighborhood creativity! We’d especially love some new
folks with time and energy.

THREE NEIGHBORS CONTENDERS IN
UPCOMING CITY ELECTIONS
Three Watts - Hillandale neighbors are running for office
in this year’s mayor and city council elections. Current council member
and Club Boulevard neighbor, Steve Schewel, is running for mayor. Steve
has lived in the neighborhood for more than 30 years. He was founder and
publisher of the North Carolina Independent newspaper and now teaches
at Duke’s Sanford School of Public Policy. Steve is running in a field that
includes Farad Ali, Tracy Drinker, Pierce Freelon, Shea Ramirez and Rev.
Sylvester Williams. Wilson Street neighbor Don Moffitt has served as the
Ward 3 council member for nearly six years. He is running for re-election.
Before joining the council, Don chaired the Durham Planning Commis(continued on page 4)

•3

Community News

(continued from page 3)

sion. Don came to Durham as a manager with Whole Foods, but now he
is a consultant to independent and cooperative grocery businesses. Also
running for the Ward 3 seat is Alabama Avenue neighbor, Shelia Huggins.
Shelia is an attorney. Before entering private practice, she worked for the
city for nine years overseeing neighborhood improvement and workforce
development projects. Shelia also serves on the Democratic Party National
Committee. Vernetta Alston and Lenny Kovalick are also running for the
Ward 3 seat. Good luck to all of the candidates!

PERFECT WEATHER FOR 68TH
JULY 4 PARADE

it’s all over, to take it all down and pack it away for next year. Special
thanks go our neighbors at the Coca-Cola Bottling Company on Hillsborough Road who supply the Cokes and to neighbor Clare Adkin who
picks them up and delivers them to the park. Neighbor Perry Whitted
was our guy way up the ladder when it came time to hang the flags and
take them down. Dot Doyle and Perry spent the Saturday before the
Fourth rigging the trees so that the flag-raising would go smoothly.
Catie and Reid Shaffer spent July 3 putting flags on poles for marchers
to carry in the parade.

TO M M I L L E R

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT NETS
SCHOOLS SUPPLIES

After last year’s deluge on our annual July 4 celebration

During August, Watts-Hillandale neighbors donated more than 20

(and note that we were rained on, but by no means rained out last year),
weather for this year’s event was perfect. An estimated 700 folks turned
out to march, pledge, and sing. Mayor Bill Bell carried the City of Durham
flag right up at the front. It was Bill’s last parade as mayor, but we hope
he will join us for many Fourths to come. Neighbor and State Sen. Mike
Woodard was there and Steve Schewel, Cora Cole-Mcfadden, and Don
Moffitt represented the city council. Brenda Howerton and James Hill
represented the Board of County Commissioners. Sheriff Mike Andrews
and his wife Pam also attended and Mike’s deputies helped control the
traffic and kept us safe. The OK Chorale led us in a moving rendition of
“The Star Spangled Banner” and hundreds of Cokes in little glass bottles
pleased everyone. Catie Shaffer presented a breathtaking Lady Liberty
made of chicken wire stuffed with red, white, and blue tissue paper.
Among those cheering the marchers was Susan Walker Gardner, daughter
of the parade’s founders, Alice and Tom Walker, and one of the original
kids who marched in the first parade back in 1950.
Two firetrucks from the Ninth Street Station participated this year.
After the marching was over, the firemen showed off their trucks and
demonstrated how their hoses and nozzles work. Kids of every age were
thrilled even if some wandered too close and got a little wet.
Our July 4 celebration is one of Durham’s lovely and lasting traditions. It happens because dozens of WHH neighbors get up early to hang
flags, set up tents, sell T-shirts, put out cones and guide traffic and, when

bins-worth of school supplies and hundreds of dollars in cash to Crayons2
Calculators – a neighborhood record! Much of the donated material was
dropped off by neighbors attending National Night Out events in the neighborhood. Watts-Hillandale has two perennial NNO events. One, on Par
Place, is organized by Tobi Lippin and her neighbors. The other event, a
beer garden on Virginia Avenue, is organized by Kim and Tom Miller and
Leann Nelson and Glenn Martin.
National Night Out began in Philadelphia back in 1984 as a way of
promoting positive citizen involvement with law enforcement to make
neighborhoods safer. Durham’s very active program is coordinated by
Kimberle Walker in the Durham Police Department. Watts-Hillandalers have been hosting NNO events off and on for more than 20 years. In
Durham alone there are more than 100 NNO events and there are some
16,000 nationally.
Crayons2Calculators is a Durham non-profit organized in 2006 by
Duke students under the tutelage of Tony Brown and Watts-Hillandale
neighbor Steve Schewel. Alarmed at how much teachers spend from their
own small salaries to provide schools supplies to children in need, C2C’s
organizers set up systems to share the cost by soliciting donations, and
collecting, warehousing, and distributing supplies. C2C partners with
other organizations like Durham’s Rotary Clubs. In Watts-Hillandale,
C2C’s cheerleaders are Kathy Carter and Fred Peterson, Dot Doyle, and
Marian Abernathy and Dan Kaplan. Excellent work, neighbors!

Obituary
MARVIN WHEELER, 1928–2017
The neighborhood marks with sadness the passing of long-time neighbor
MARVIN WHEELER of Sprunt Avenue. Marvin was born in Granville
County and spent his early childhood on a farm near Oxford. He was one
of 10 children. After his service in the United States Navy, Marvin went to
work for the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Company. He was the firm’s head
cashier when he retired. He and his wife, Bobbie Holt Wheeler, moved
to Sprunt Avenue in 1971.
Marvin was an avid golfer. He loved Hillandale Golf Course and the
friends he made there. The Wheeler home looks out across the fairways
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of the course. He was a gardener and neighbors remember how he often
greeted them during summer months with a gift of luscious tomatoes from
his garden. He was cheerful and always ready to share help and advice.
They referred to him as the “mayor” of the neighborhood along Sprunt
west of Hillandale.
Marvin died on July 9 after period of declining health. He was 88. He is
survived by Bobbie and many nieces and nephews. They have our deepest
sympathy.

PA R A D E

Solar
Eclipse

August 21, 2017

Top left: Evett Rhudy, Esme Calkins, Sofia Ventimiglia, Gavin
Clayton, Savy Rhudy and Garrett Clayton watch the eclipse at
the home of Martha LeFebvre in Old West Durham.
Top right: Watts-Hillandalers Cheryl and Tom Mitchell-Olds
enjoy a view of the total eclipse in Idaho.
Bottom: Tolly Boatwright and Paul Feldblum, of 2040 Englewood
Ave., traveled to Sumter, SC to watch the total eclipse.
Don’t throw away your eclipse glasses now that the show is over!
Bring them to the children’s desk at the Southwest Regional Library,
3605 Shannon Rd. They’re collecting them for Astronomers Without
Borders for distribution in South America and Asia for the 2019 eclipse.
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The Heart of the
Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at www.whhna.org

Development Round-up
On Ninth Street, at the corner of Markham

Avenue, GEORGE’S JAVA has closed. The
locally owned coffee shop opened only a short
while ago and was the first to occupy its space in
the newly renovated historic Whitmore Bakery
building. Offering a wide variety of fresh ground
coffees and chocolates, George’s quickly developed a loyal following. A note on the door explains that the business closed due to its owner’s
illness. The space will soon be occupied by an
expanding VINTAGE HOME SOUTH, the
home furnishings and décor business next door.
Vintage Home South is owned and operated by
Jennifer and Rich Devlin. The expanded store
should open this month.
Next door, in the newly renovated building that was formerly Charlie’s Pub, the new
WAFFLE HOUSE has opened. The management expects steady, round-the-clock business
now that students have returned. The Waffle
House restaurant on Hillsborough Road near
15-501 is undergoing a makeover. The vacant
shop space next to the Ninth Street location
still has no tenant — but there has been serious
interest, including the owners of a new women’s
boutique.
Around the corner, on Perry Street, two new
shops opened this summer. The first, in the space
formerly occupied by Avid Video, is PINCHO LOCO. Owner Martha Morales offers
ice cream, sundaes, milk shakes, and smoothies.
Of course, you can get vanilla, strawberry, and
chocolate, but the house specialties are Latin
flavors including mango, passionfruit, guava, and
papaya. Try a mangonada — a cup filled with
fresh mango, mango sherbet, and chamoy hot
sauce! A little further down, in the long vacant
store front that was last home to CCI Photographics, is now A UNIQUE SHOPPE
and MAGIKCRAFT — two businesses in
one owned and operated by Lynn Swain. In
the shop, you can buy common and rare crystals
from around the world, incense, essentials oils,
journals, photography, and hand-made jewelry.
Lynn is a 7th generation reader and medium. At
MagikCraft, she can literally tell you what’s in
the cards!
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Chesterfield Development Update
JAMIE GRUENER

D ev e lo p e rs h av e ac qu i r e d nearly
all of the properties necessary to complete their
vision of a new development in the northern
part of Watts-Hillandale. Over 12 acres of land,
comprised of developed and undeveloped lots
located between Hillandale Road and Tampa
Avenue, could now have upwards of 90 townhomes according to preliminary sketches shown to
neighborhood representatives by the developer,
Jim Anthony.
In meetings with the Planning Department
and the Department of Transportation, neighbors
gained a deeper understanding of the zoning and
transportation options and requirements of this
potential project. Developments of 91 or more
units are required to have a second exit, and paper
streets such as Drake and Sovereign, are generally
expected to be connected to new development
except in certain circumstances where topography makes such connections difficult.
The neighborhood and the developer are
both considering bicycle and pedestrian connectivity between the existing neighborhood
and proposed development. However, neighbors
along Tampa are especially concerned with the
additional vehicular traffic that new homes will
bring. There is a strong desire to limit the development to a single exit on Hillandale and close
the stubs of Drake and Sovereign Avenues to
vehicular traffic. This will maintain the neighborhood feel that these homes have enjoyed since
their construction.
These goals and the goals of the developer
are not mutually exclusive, fortunately, and the
neighborhood association continues to work
with the developer to achieve a result in everyone’s best mutual interest.

Old West Durham NPO in the Works
TO M M I L L E R

Our neighbors in Old West Durham are
well into the process to create a neighborhood
protection overlay zoning ordinance, or NPO, for
much of the neighborhood. An NPO is a device

in Durham’s Unified Development Ordinance
that allows a neighborhood to apply for special
zoning protections over-and-above the neighborhood’s basic, underlying zoning. The process
is complicated and involves the expenditure of
a great deal of Planning Department resources.
It involves creating special rules unique to the
neighborhood. Planners and neighbors must work
deliberately together to identify the problems
and threats to be addressed and craft reasonable
rules to address them. Ultimately, the new rules
must be approved by the city council and strong
neighborhood support is essential.
Even though the NPO concept was introduced into Durham’s code back in 2006, so far
only one neighborhood, Tuscaloosa-Lakewood,
has gone through the process. An attempt in another neighborhood failed to get the necessary
buy-in and was abandoned in the early phases.
In Old West Durham, planners and neighborhood leaders are doing it right. Several meetings
have occurred over the spring and summer and
consensus has developed among neighbors that
an NPO is necessary to address the tear-downand-replace problem that neighbors feel threatens the character of the neighborhood. In recent
years, certain developers have torn down a great
many original Old West homes to replace them
with much larger buildings that often dwarf their
neighbors. The new buildings max out the limits
of the existing zoning in terms of building height
and size, numbers of units, and off-street parking.
The buildings appear to be designed to maximize
rental income – mostly from students.
Neighbors are also concerned about the
pressure placed on the neighborhood by its long
shared boundary with the Ninth Street Design
District. The new zoning rules there encourage
significantly more intense development around
the proposed rail transit station. Recognizing that
more design districts like Ninth Street are being
planned and that all of them are located next to
traditional neighborhoods, planners are looking
to the NPO device as a way of stabilizing and
protecting those neighborhoods from expansion
and encroachment.
In Old West Durham, efforts are concentrating on new rules to address how new construction should relate proportionately to existing
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Neighborhood
homes and buildings nearby. The rules will not
prevent an owner from tearing a house down and
replacing it, but will prevent a new house or a
new addition on an existing house from overpowering its neighbors. To that end, planners
and neighbors are looking at new regulatory
formulas that would tie the height of new construction to a factor determined by the average
heights of nearby existing houses. Teams are also
looking at building footprints – how much of the
lot a new building is allowed to take up. The
regulatory concept being explored is expressed
as a floor area ratio. Another area of discussion
concerns accessory dwelling units – extra
dwelling units sharing lots with single-family
and duplex houses. The neighborhood is looking
at setback and off-street parking rules relating
to such units to prevent small neighborhood
lots from being almost totally covered by roofs,
drives, and parking pads.
In all their efforts, neighbors seem to agree
that the rules which emerge from the NPO process should protect the character of Old West
Durham while still allowing for a reasonably
generous two-level house. In the neighborhood,
the process is being led by OWD association
president, John Killeen, and board member and
architect, Eric Heidt. The Planning Department
team is being led by Senior Planner Matthew Filter. They deserve high praise. If the Old West
Durham NPO is successful, other neighborhoods
with similar concerns will certainly ask for NPO
protections. The path-finding OWD experience
should make the process go more smoothly and
with less anxiety for all those that follow.

New Organ at St. Luke’s
A l l t h i s s u m m e r , our neighbors at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church on Hillandale Road
have been installing a whopping “new” Moller
organ with nearly 2,000 pipes. The work is part
of a worship enhancement campaign that includes
not only the new organ, but major changes to the
church building to improve the acoustics of the
sanctuary. An anonymous parishioner underwrote
the substantial cost of acquiring, refurbishing, and
installing the organ. From 1875 until 1992, when
the company closed, M. P. Moller built some of

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 1 7

the grandest organs in the nation. Moller instruments are found in the chapels at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, the Naval Academy in
Annapolis, the Fox Theatre in Atlanta, and in
churches, universities, and auditoriums all over
the country. St. Luke’s got theirs from a church in
Naples, Fla. St. Luke’s now possesses one of the
finest instruments of its kind in the region. The
organ will be dedicated at a special service on
Oct. 17 at 7 p.m. Lovers of great music will want
to attend. Congratulations, St. Luke’s!

Neighborhood Once Home to
Mayor Wade Cavin
TO M M I L L E R

Time and the voters will determine
whether neighbor Steve Schewel will become
Durham’s next mayor, but Watts-Hillandale is
no stranger to the office. Neighbor Wade Cavin served two terms as mayor of Durham from
1975 until 1979. Wade, his wife, Jean, and their
family lived at 2201 Pershing St. for more than
40 years.
Wade Cavin,
mayor of Durham
from 1975–79,
lived on Pershing. His photo is
part of the “And
Justice for All”
exhibit in the
Durham County
Courthouse and
online at http://
andjusticeforall.
dconc.gov/
about/

Wade Cavin was born in poverty in Iredell
County in 1915. Although his high school education in the early years of the Great Depression
was spotty, he gained admission to the University of North Carolina. When he arrived for his
freshman year, he had just $1.05 in his pocket. His
tuition was paid by a $75 scholarship. To save
money, Cavin lived in an attic room he rented for
$5 a month. He washed dishes, raked leaves, sold
Cokes at ballgames, and delivered newspapers to

NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

make ends meet. He had to take remedial classes
in some subjects to make up for high school deficiencies. It was all too much for him. In spite
of all his hard work, he flunked out in 1936. He
was driven, though, and argued desperately to be
readmitted. Dean Robert House saw something
in Cavin and on House’s promise to personally
guide the young man, he was allowed back in
school. Cavin graduated in 1938. He never forgot
the faith UNC had shown in him.
Cavin served in the Marines during World
War II and mustered out as a captain. He went to
work for the Burroughs Corporation and by 1951,
was the firm’s top salesman. It was in that year
that he and Jean built their comfortable suburban
ranch-style home at the corner of Pershing Street
and Oakland Avenue. The house was designed
by Hackney and Knott, Durham architects who
would become regionally famous for their traditional and mid-century modern houses. Long
and low, the house has none of the symmetry and
formality that characterized residential design
during the years just before the war. The interior is relatively open and laid out for comfortable
family living. It possesses none of the sacred,
for-company-only spaces that characterized even
small homes of previous decades.
In 1957, Cavin left his secure position at Burroughs to found his own office supply business,
Cavin’s. It was located at the then new and entirely modern Forest Hills Shopping Center.
Cavin sold 3M products and office equipment.
His success came with early copy-machines. Although success in business brought Cavin considerable wealth, he and Jean stayed in the modest,
but comfortable Watts-Hillandale home they had
made for themselves.
During the often troubled 1960s, Cavin became
interested in politics. He was active in civic and
business affairs, but always sympathized with ordinary people. He was elected to the Durham City
Council in 1969 with support from the Durham
Committee on Negro Affairs. On the council,
when tough issues came up, he frequently found
himself in a voting block with the council’s African-American members. In 1975, he ran for mayor
and won, unseating the more conservative incumbent, James Hawkins, a real estate developer and
(continued on page 8)
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advocate of urban renewal. Cavin served two two-year terms as mayor and
left the council in 1979.
Cavin was a neighborhood man. During the early 1980s, he was a strong
supporter of the new Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. When the neighborhood petitioned to rezone Ellerbe Creek land from
high density apartments back to single-family residential use, the former
mayor wrote letters to his former council colleagues and spoke at the public
hearing. You could not miss Wade Cavin. He had a florid complexion, ready
smile, and a shock of thick, wavy white hair. He always wore a spotless,
light gray Stetson hat.
Cavin’s life was not without tragedy and sadness. His eldest son, Wade,
Jr., was only 19 when he was killed in an automobile accident by a drunk

Safety Corner
PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST
IDENTITY THEFT
TO M M I L L E R

During National Night Out, police officers distributed a pamphlet
published by the Federal Trade Commission with tips to protect
against identity theft. Identity theft happens when someone steals your
personal information such as your name, address, and social security,
credit card, and bank account numbers and uses the information to
take money from your accounts, charge purchases against your credit
cards, or borrow money in your name. Here are some of the FTC’s tips:
• Read your bank, credit card, medical, and other account statements
thoroughly and as soon as you receive them. Contact businesses
immediately if there are mistakes or incorrect charges. Also contact your bank or lender if a statement does not come when it is
supposed to.
• Read your credit reports. Identity thieves sometimes open credit
accounts and even take out mortgages without their victims even
knowing it. You have the right to a free credit report from each of the
three major credit reporting services once each year. To order your free
credit reports, visit annualcreditreport.com or call (877) 322-8228.
• Don’t just toss old bills, statements, medical records, and other
documents with private personal information in the trash or recycling bin. Shred them. Identity thieves really do look for your
information in your trash.
• Don’t respond to e-mails, phone calls, text messages, or other electronic solicitations that ask for personal information. Government
agencies and legitimate businesses do not do business this way.
• If you bank or shop on-line, use only websites that have an “https”
prefix to the address. The “s” stands for secure.
• Create passwords that use letters, numbers, and other characters.
Change them periodically. Don’t use the same password for more
than one account.
For more information about identity theft, visit ftc.gov/idtheft.
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driver. In the late 1980s, Cavin retreated from public life to care for his wife,
Jean, who was stricken with cancer. She died in 1989. Wade himself died
in 1998. The Cavin home has since passed to owners who have carefully
retained its architectural qualities.
Cavin never forgot UNC. He gave liberally to the school. In addition to
establishing two full, need-based scholarships during his lifetime, he gave
money to build the George Watts Hill alumni center and the Dean Smith
center. In his will, Cavin left millions of dollars to the school to be used
for need-based scholarship. University Chancellor Michael Hooker said
that it was Cavin’s wish that “no able student ever be turned away from
Chapel Hill for lack of money.” Cavin’s was the third largest scholarship
bequest in UNC’s history.

WHAT WE LOVE ABOUT WATTS-HILLANDALE
“Walking around the neighborhood in the evening, listening to barred
owls make their crazy monkey sounds!” — Galia, on Alabama
“When two cars approaching on Englewood each pull over to let the other pass and the drivers politely motion to the other to go first.” — Tom,
on Virginia
“Conversations among neighbors waiting for their food truck orders at
First Thursdays in Oval Park.” — Bret, on Maryland
“Peering over the footbridge at Indian Trail Park to check on the creek
below.” — Katie, on Albany
“The little memorial to Albert Dailey, the ‘Mayor of Wilson Street,’ on the
curb on Wilson Street.” — Perry, on Maryland
“Our neighbors’ tradition of holding Sunday Cerveza to celebrate just
about anything.” — Debbie, on Virginia
“Chance encounters with wildlife — especially box turtles — while walking the 17-Acre Wood trail at dawn and dusk.” — Emma, on Delaware
“The little pavilion that seems to float in the reservoir” — Howard, on
Tampa
“Having neighbors who gladly take care of my pets when I am out of
town and share my lawnmower and its upkeep.” — Steve, on
Pennsylvania
“When there’s a big snow and everything’s quiet in the neighborhood and
we can ski to a friend’s house for supper.” — Sarah, on Oakland
“Early morning walks with my dear friends — down Alabama, along
Ellerbe Creek, up and around the School of Science and Math — watching the kids at the bus stops grow older with each year.” — Katharine,
on Englewood
“Our neighborhood walkpool that takes turns walking kids to our neighborhood school, E.K. Powe.” — Leila, on Delaware

PA R A D E

Come to the 33rd Annual Meeting of the
Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association!
Tuesday, October 17 at 7 o’clock in the evening, at the
Mosaic Church at the corner of West Club Blvd. and Carolina Avenue
(Please use the entrance to the fellowship hall on Carolina Avenue).
In addition to electing officers and directors for the coming year, we will:
• Review Plans to Replace Water Mains in the Neighborhood
• Review Bike and Pedestrian Striping on Club Boulevard
• Review Zoning and Development in the West Durham Area, including:
◦◦ Proposed Townhouses on Hillandale
◦◦ Rezoning of Hillsborough and Main for Design District
◦◦ Old West Durham Neighborhood Protection Overlay Zoning
• Discuss Halloween, Night of Lights, and Other Pressing Neighborhood Issues
So come! We need a strong turnout to start the new association year off right! You can renew your membership,
get a T-shirt, meet your neighbors, and elect your leaders.
There will be door prizes and jolly comestibles, but be there early, the comestibles may not last.

Renew Your Neighborhood Association Membership Now!
This is the time of year when everyone
should renew their memberships in the
neighborhood association. All memberships
expire in October and so the association is
kicking off its annual membership drive right
now. If you have never been a member, now
is the best time to join up. If you own or rent
a home in Watts-Hillandale, you are eligible
for membership. Everyone is welcome!
And your membership is so important.
Through 33 years of advocacy, the WHHNA has made this neighborhood one of
Durham’s best. All of the work is done by
your neighbors who volunteer their time and
expertise. Whether it’s zoning, traffic, historic preservation, parks, neighborhood watch,
the Night of Lights, or the Fourth of July,
your neighbors are there, working to make
your neighborhood a better place to live.
Your membership is your vote of confidence and support for all that the association
does. A strong neighborhood organization
emboldens good people to step up and do
the work. So fill out the membership form
below and send it in with your dues. It’s the
best $5 investment you’ll make this year!

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 1 7

Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Member #1

Date

Member #2
Address
E-mail

Phone

I would like to help with:
q Zoning and Land Use

q Historic Preservation

q Night of Lights

q Newsletters

q Parks

q Fourth of July

q Membership Promotion

q Schools

q Traffic

q Other Events

q Information Distribution

Memberships run from October to October each year. Annual dues are $5 per adult. Owners
and renters equally welcome. Send this form and your dues to WHHNA, 1110 Virginia Avenue,
Durham, NC 27705. Thanks!
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These businesses are sponsoring
this newsletter. Please support
them as they support us.

H&B heads up the printed matter sector of
the Aesthetic Police — a relief agency long
working to counteract the ongoing decimation of worldwide aesthetic standards.

horse & Buggy Press
AND F R I E N D S

Since 1996, Dave Wofford has been
designing all things ink on paper (often
utilizing in-house letterpress printing);
and is active collaborating with writers,
artists, historians, and other publishers
on fine press books, memoirs, catalogues,

GA L L E RY
Hours: Tuesdays– Saturdays 11 to 3 ish

Your full service, AAHA accredited
veterinary hospital for all of your
pet’s life stages.

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD
Practice Owner Since 1992

★

M o nth LY opE n h o usEs ★

S eco n d T h u r S dayS 5-8pm
Sept. 14 Oct. 12 Nov. 9 Dec. 14

and more.
The gallery features the work of dozens
of accomplished artists and craftspersons
in a wide range of media and constantly
has new work rotating in.

1116 BrOaD Street
www.horseandbuggypress.com

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP

Ask about our Wellness Clinic:
No office fee for well pets
$6 Canine Rabies Vaccine
$15 each for other vaccines

Wellness Clinic appointment times
are limited. Please call to schedule.

Offering acupuncture and therapeutic laser services.
Experienced, individualized, progressive care for
your pets.
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919-383-5578
www.westsideanimal.com

PA R A D E

&

GROW YOUR BUSINESS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD BY CONTACTING PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG

A MPERSAND L AW

W ills, Trusts, Estate Planning, Probate,
Sm all Business Law, & Non-Profit M atters

Heather Hazelwood

Attorney & Counselor at Law
919.585.1490

heather@ampersand-law.com



www.ampersand-law.com

living & working in the Watts Hospital–Hillandale neighborhood

Cottage Garden
Landscaping
patios & decks
moon gates
stone walls
tree houses
backyard
beautilities:
showers
coops
clotheslines



garden coaching
&
classes

FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 1 7

• 11

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE
AND REACH OVER 1,300 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
RATES START AT $50 PER ISSUE

Chispita Maids

PLEASE E-MAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG

Cleaning Service

TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD.

Residential & Commercial Cleaning
• Recurring • One Time • Move IN • Move OUT •
+15 years experience • great references

919-698-8027 • Call for Free Estimates

ChispitaMaids@gmail.com

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com

BENBAKER2@MSN.COM
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