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Volunteer for Ellerbe Creek  
Stewardship Day
WHHNA BOARD

Roll up your sleeves and pull on your 
boots for the WHH Community Stewardship 
Volunteer Day on Ellerbe Creek on Saturday, 
March 18 from 9:30 to 12:30 at the 17-Acre 
Wood Nature Preserve. We’ll meet on Albany 
Street at Perennial Drive (at the trailhead across 
from Indian Trail Park). If you come late, walk 
down the paved trail and look for us.

All who can walk on a trail in the woods 
are welcome—there will be tasks for every 
ability level. The rain date is Sunday, March 
19. Check www.ellerbecreek.org for a no-
tice if you are in doubt about the weather. 
The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association 
will provide water and snacks to help keep 
our energy up, and coffee and cocoa if needed 
to keep warm.

The WHHNA Board would love to see a 
big neighborhood turnout to improve trails, 
remove invasive plants, prune limbs, pick up 
trash, maintain wetland gardens, and do gen-
eral preserve maintenance under ECWA’s 
leadership. WHHNA is dedicated to help-
ing ECWA protect and restore this beautiful 
natural area along Ellerbe Creek, and a large 
turnout will help us make a significant impact 
on our neighborhood preserve. If possible, 
please sign up beforehand at www.eller-
becreek.org—just click on “Attend an Event” 
and then sign up for the March Stewardship 
Day at the 17-Acre Wood. Even if you have not 
signed up, please stop by and lend a hand, as 
we come together as a neighborhood to show 
our support.

NEIGHBORS REVIEW NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
JAMIE  GRUENER

In December,  we reported on meetings be-
tween Jim Anthony, a real estate developer from 
Raleigh, and representatives of the neighborhood 
about a potential development between Hillan-
dale Road and Tampa Avenue. During those 
meetings, Anthony expressed interest in build-
ing as many as 50 townhomes on approximately 
8 acres in the area. The acreage is comprised of 
undeveloped land along Chesterfield Avenue, 
which runs parallel to Hillandale and Tampa, as 
well as several developed (i.e., with houses) and 
undeveloped properties on Hillandale. Ches-
terfield has never been developed because of an 
Ellerbe Creek feeder stream in a deep gully that 
runs north-south through the property.

The developers met with neighborhood rep-
resentatives in February to present a preliminary 
plan for the first time and to discuss concerns. 
The plan showed a mix of 13 townhouses and 11 
single-family homes on the approximately 7 acres 
the developers currently control. It also showed 
another 29 units the developers might add to 
the project in the future if they are successful 
in acquiring more of the lots facing Hillandale. 
These units would also be a mix of townhouses 
and single-family homes. The plan showed a 50-
foot buffer on both sides of the feeder stream and 
no connection to Tampa Avenue. The plan would 
require the closure of three paper streets (rights of 
way that were never paved into streets): Chester-
field, Drake Avenue and Sovereign Street.

Anthony has connected with Bob Chapman, 
a Durham developer, and Lew Oliver, an Atlan-
ta-based architect and land planner. Since those 
initial meetings with Anthony, neighbors in the 
immediate area have participated in large and 

small meetings to discuss concerns and next steps. 
Neighbors near the proposed project have 

voiced a number of concerns. First and foremost is 
the desire to not connect the new development to 
Tampa Avenue. The developers have not stated, 
and their draft plans do not show, any indication 
that the streets will be extended. Indeed, their 
desire is that Drake Avenue and Sovereign Street 
be closed and the resulting property transferred 
to the adjoining property owners, the standard 
process as dictated by the city.

Neighbors are also concerned about the im-
pact the project might have on storm water runoff 
in the feeder stream and on neighboring prop-
erties, particularly the properties just north of 
Indian Trail. The plans show a large BMP (Best 
Management Practices) component to manage 
the additional storm water generated by the new 
roofs, driveways, and roadways. The exact nature 
and design of this component is yet to be deter-
mined, though the developers have committed a 
space for it, and have voiced a desire to not make 
the current situation worse.

Another major concern is the possibility of de-
veloping a small triangle of the property which lies 
between the stream and the rear of the properties 
on Tampa. The developers have stated they have 
no intention to extend the development project to 
the east of the north-south stream and its reserved 
buffer. The developers have suggested that they 
might include a walking trail in the wooded area 
with a footbridge over the stream. They also said 
they might consider selling the triangle of land to 
neighbors when the project is completed.

The developers’ draft plan shows a single entry 
(continued on page 6)
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OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERSObituaries

NEIGHBORHOOD MOURNS THE LOSS OF BELOVED 
NEIGHBORS
JULIAN T. “BUDDY” CARRINGTON  passed away last November. He was 94 years old. 
He was born in 1922 in Bragtown and lived his whole life in Durham. Buddy served with General 
Patton’s Third Army in Europe during WWII. After the war, he married Jackie Martin and together 
they made their home on Tampa Avenue where they lived for nearly 60 years. The couple became 
stalwart community members and good, dependable neighbors. They were original members of the 
neighborhood association when it was founded in 1984. They were leaders in the fight to prevent 
motels from being built on Hillandale Road. Buddy carried the neighborhood newsletter for more 
than a decade.  He collected his neighbors’ papers and mail when they went on vacation and took 
care of their pets. He kept a huge garden and shared the produce. He loved Hillandale and played 
golf well into his 80s. Jackie Carrington died in 2001. Buddy and Jackie had no children, but they 
had thousands of friends who miss them. 

MERLE “DUB” JOHNSON of Indian Trail died at the end of January. He was 96. Eva, his wife 
of 72 years, predeceased him by only a few months. Dub was born in Durham in 1920. He served 
in the U. S. Army during WWII. He was a carpenter by trade and spent many years working in the 
construction industry. Later he went to work for the city as a building inspector. He and Eva were 
longtime members of the neighborhood association. Neighbors remember Dub as a wonderful friend. 
His humor, kindness, acceptance, and insight were a gift. Dub is survived by his daughter, Lynne J. 
Sprague, his son, Jeffrey Johnson, and their families. The Johnsons moved to their Indian Trail home 
with its wonderful view of the golf course back in 1947 – nearly 70 years ago. They were living 
legacies to generations of neighbors that followed. 

BILL WILKERSON, a friend and neighbor on Sprunt Avenue, died on Christmas Day. He was 
65 years old. In recent years he suffered from failing health and lived in a nursing home. Bill was 
a gifted professional photographer and videographer and an expert photo restorer. His business, 
Broad Designs, was also in the neighborhood - on Broad Street between Sprunt and Guess. Bill did 
major jobs for organizations like the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation and small ones for friends and 
neighbors. He loved it when it snowed because everyone would bring him beautiful “snowscape” 
photos taken around the neighborhood. He was a member of a long-standing poker group in the 
neighborhood. Bill is survived by his wife, our neighbor Meggan Moorhead, and an adult son, Wes. 
Our sympathy goes to them.

AUGUSTA H. “GUSSIE” KIRKLAND died in December. Gussie, her husband Phillip, and 
their young son, also Phillip, moved to their home in the 2200 block of Wilson Street in 1953. Their 
daughter, Jeanne, was born in 1955. Phillip Kirkland worked at the post office and Gussie worked 
in the library at Duke Hospital. Gussie was predeceased by her husband and son. Her daughter, 
our neighbor, Jeanne Kirkland Hall, survives. Gussie lived in her Wilson Street home for 63 years. 
In an era when people are always on the move, this is remarkable. She was the last of the original 
homeowners in her block. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jeanne.

DAVID MCKNIGHT, journalist, political enthusiast, story teller, and natural musician did 
not live in Watts-Hillandale, but we all knew him. He was a fixture in West Durham for the last 
20 years. David died in January. He was 69. We saw David and heard him play his fiddle daily on 
Ninth Street. Sometimes we would see him reading in the Regulator. We saw him on Saturday 
mornings at the Farmer’s Market. Those in the know read his remarkable columns and blog posts on 
events of the day. He was from Charlotte, but came to Durham to go to Duke. For a time he wrote 
for newspapers in Durham, Greensboro, Charlotte, Raleigh, and Fayetteville. He ran for the United 
States Senate hoping to unseat Jesse Helms. He was kind, gentle, insightful, and different. Durham 
is much a poorer place without him.



DON’T MISS NEIGHBORHOOD HIKE!
On Saturday,  April 15,  at noon, Old West Durham neighbor and 
local historian John Schelp will lead a history walk through Old West 
Durham, Watts-Hillandale, Trinity Heights, Trinity Park, Duke East 
Campus, and Ninth Street. Along the way John will amaze and mystify 
hikers with stories about the way it used to be in these parts. Do you know 
where Madonna learned to dance or who wrote Kenny Roger’s hit song, 
“The Gambler?” Where was Kevin Costner spotted in his boxers? Where 
does Coach K get his hair cut? John will tell you all this and more. John has 
led this walk for more than 10 years and the crowds grow larger each year. 
If you haven’t followed him on this walk, don’t miss this chance. The hike 
takes about three hours, but you can drop out along the way without hurt-
ing John’s feelings. Hikers should gather at the corner of Ninth and Green 
Streets at about 11:45 a.m. There’s no charge. Wear comfortable shoes. 

EASTER EGG HUNT RETURNS TO PARK
The Mosaic Church will once again sponsor an Easter egg hunt at 
Oval Park on Saturday, April 15 at 2 p.m. They will bring more than a 
thousand plastic eggs and the candy to fill them for children to gather from 
the playground and field. Mosaic will sponsor all the eggs and candy, but if 
you would like to donate, please be advised to bring individually wrapped 
candy (it cannot be served if it isn’t wrapped). Make sure to get to the 
park in plenty of time; the eggs go fast. If you have questions, email dan@
mosaicchurch.net. 

VA BULL CITY RUN COMING MAY 6
L IZ  KARAN

The second annual VA Bull City Run, Walk & Roll 5K is com-
ing to Watts-Hillandale on Saturday, May 6. The event is sponsored by 
the Durham VA Healthcare System in partnership with the Knights of 
Columbus and American Legion Auxiliary Unit 175. They are inviting the 
community to celebrate veterans, their families and loved ones through a 
healthy, fun-filled, family-friendly event.

The proceeds from this year’s VA Bull City Run, Walk & Roll 5K will 
help to support local participation in the National Disabled Veterans Winter 
Sports Clinic. For many veterans, recovering from a serious illness or injury 
is one of the hardest things they will ever face. The Department of Veteran 
Affairs (VA) offers adaptive sports, art therapy and recreation programs to 
help veterans re-define their capabilities, establish rehabilitative goals, and 
discover their true potential in a therapeutic environment. Through each 
step veterans find increased confidence, self-esteem, independence and a 
higher quality of life. 

The 5K will disrupt traffic in the neighborhood from 8 a.m. to approx-
imately 9:30 a.m. on May 6. The route travels along Englewood between 
Carolina and Ninth Streets, then west on Club and down Fulton to the 
VA Medical Center. Durham and VA Police Departments as well as the 
volunteer committee will work to ensure the safety of participants and to 

minimize any negative impact on the community. 
Contact Liz Karan, race committee coordinator, at 919-296-0411 ext. 

6587 or elizabeth.karan@va.gov with any questions or concerns. To volun-
teer for the event, please contact Carrie Frede, race volunteer coordinator 
by April 17 at 919-286-0411 ext. 6874 or via email: carrie.frede@va.gov. 
Please go to www.runnc.com to learn more and to register for this event. 
Thank you for your support in helping make this event a reality!

HOME TOUR ON MAY 6 AND 7
This year’s Preservation Durham old home tour will take a 
close look at Durham’s West End and Burch Avenue neighborhoods and 
Maplewood Cemetery just beyond. When the area was originally developed 
from the 1890s through the 1920s, it was on the western edge of town. The 
street car line on West Chapel Hill Street made the early suburbs possible. 
Some of Durham’s best surviving Victorian homes still grace neighborhood 
streets. Gorgeous early 20th Century homes have been restored. Maple-
wood is the final resting place of many of Durham’s great and good. The 
tour will run from noon until 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 6, and Sunday, May 
7. Tickets can be bought in advance for $20 at the Regulator Bookshop 
or online at the Preservation Durham website, preservationdurham.org. 

PHIL LEHMAN FILLS IN FOR N.C. HOUSE
In November, just days before the general election, local Dem-
ocrats nominated Alabama Avenue neighbor Phil Lehman to fill the seat 

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events

Apr. 4  Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Jamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club

Apr. 6  First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park

Apr. 15   Community Easter Egg Hunt hosted by  
Mosaic Church, 2 p.m., Oval Park (donations of 
wrapped candy gratefully accepted)

May 2   Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Henri Gavin, 1400 Virginia

May 4  First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park

Jun. 6  Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Henri Gavin, 1400 Virginia

Jun. 8  First Thursday food trucks, 5-8 p.m., Oval Park

(continued on page 6)
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Development Round-up
On Jan. 30, Traci Ford and Rasheed Wallace 
opened FOR ALMA HOME in the last retail 
space in the Shops at Erwin Mill building across 
the parking lot from Harris Teeter. The shop sells 
gifts and decorative bath and home items, includ-
ing bags and leather goods, scented candles, milled 
soaps, fine bed linens, and elegant sleepwear for 
women. Traci is a Durham native, but has lived all 
over the country following the basketball career 
of her husband, UNC legend and NBA star, Phil 
Ford. Rasheed Wallace, another UNC great, is a 
recently retired from the NBA. The shop is named 
for Traci’s beloved aunt Alma.

In the old Ninth Street post office build-
ing, in the space recently vacated by Tijuana 
Flats, expect a new South American restaurant 
– ALPACA PERUVIAN CHARCOAL 
CHICKEN – specializing in marinated rotis-
serie chicken. Formerly Mami Nora’s, the local 
chain has locations in Durham, Raleigh, Cary, 
and Sanford. No opening date for the new Ninth 
Street location has been announced.

Big changes may be in store for the 700 
block of Iredell Street between the Ninth Street 
business district and Broad Street. BLACK-
NALL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH is positioning itself to purchase the 
Melton’s Service Center property, which in-
cludes not only the auto repair shop, but also the 
late Victorian mill house that houses Arete Frame 
Gallery. In a recent letter to church members, 
Blacknall’s leaders explained that with increas-
ing development activity in the area, the Melton 
property purchase might be the last opportuni-
ty the growing congregation will have to secure 
nearby land for parking and future expansion. 

For years, Duke University shared its parking 
lot on Perry Street with the church, but in 2007, 
when Duke nearly sold its Broad Street building 
and the Perry Street parking lot to Whole Foods, 
Blacknall leaders realized that they had better 
make plans to secure parking elsewhere. As a first 
step, in 2015, the church bought three 100-year-
old mill houses on Iredell. The buildings, survi-
vors of a by-gone era, have long been given over 
to commercial uses. But the land they occupy is 
not large enough to provide for the congregation’s 
future parking needs. Blacknall then set its sights 

on the Melton property. If the sale goes through, 
it seems unlikely that the church will immediately 
redevelop the land. Melton’s and Arete, both busi-
nesses with a long history and strong following, 
will continue for the time-being. Any redevelop-
ment of the land for parking will have to comply 
with the Ninth Street design district regulations.

In December, Duke University announced 
that it had purchased 300 SWIFT, the upscale 
202-unit apartment complex on Swift Avenue 
just south of the freeway. The purchase price was 
reported to be $50 million. The project is pre-
dominantly made up of one-bedroom and studio 
units and has been popular with Duke students. 
Duke plans to use the property for student hous-
ing while the university renovates existing res-
idence halls and demolishes and replaces others. 
Some 300 students will move into the complex 
in the fall and the total student population at the 
complex will eventually rise to about 450.

Further north, at 1116 Broad St., neighbor 
and artisan printer Dave Wofford has moved his 
HORSE & BUGGY PRESS into the space 
sandwiched between two of the neighborhood’s 
most popular eateries, Watts Grocery and Oval 
Park Grille. The large space was previously the 
home of Carolina Consignments. The building 
housing all three was originally built in 1953 as 
a Colonial Stores grocery store. It was later an 
Eckerd Drug store for many years. Wofford is 
an award winning printer and graphic designer. 
He founded Horse & Buggy Press 21 years ago. 
H&B specializes in fine printing projects from 
cards and broadsides to limited edition books. In 
addition to the print shop, the space will include 
a 400 sq. ft. showroom featuring Wofford’s cre-
ations and works by other artists. The new shop 
will be open in March.

Over on Hillsborough Road, across from Co-
coa Cinnamon, former Watts-Hillandale neigh-
bor Summer Bicknell is busy wrapping up a major 
renovation of the building that was for many years 
Wallace’s Daycare. When it opens this spring, 
it will be the new home of LOCOPOPS. The 
new building will have more space for customers 
to relax, enjoy a frozen confection, and play board 
games. The renovation work has been extensive. 
The building began life as a gracious two-story 
home. The original peaked roof and second floor 
were removed when house was converted into a 

daycare. Summer has replaced the flat roof with a 
new peaked roof similar to the original.

Finally, POPEYE ’S  LOUIS IANA 
KITCHEN  on Guess Road just north of I-85 
opened in February after delays caused by rain 
and snow. The restaurant was instantly popu-
lar and for several days Guess was blocked by 
customers seeking to enter the jammed parking 
lot. The New Orleans-based chain has more than 
2,500 restaurants worldwide. The menu features 
Cajun style fried shrimp and chicken.

Old West Durham Starts NPO Process 
TOM MILLER

At the end of January,  about 60 Old 
West Durham neighbors gathered at E. K. Powe 
School to hear a presentation by the Durham 
Planning Department about creating a Neigh-
borhood Protection Overlay (NPO) – a set of 
zoning regulations tailor-made for a neighbor-
hood to protect its special character. NPO zoning 
became possible in 2006 when the city replaced 
its traditional zoning code with its current Uni-
fied Development Ordinance. Feeling pressure 
from burgeoning Ninth Street development and 
alarmed by a recent spate of teardowns of his-
toric houses, leaders in the Old West Durham 
neighborhood invited the Planning Department 
to begin the NPO process in Old West Durham.

Even though NPO zoning has been on the 
books for a decade, it has remained pretty much 
an unflexed muscle. During the great recession 
and its freeze of most development activity, few 
Durham neighborhoods felt the need for extra 
protection. Today, however, Durham is growing 
strong. Transit oriented planning has caused the 
city to designate areas around future light rail sta-
tions as Design Districts where much higher de-
velopment intensity is allowed. The Ninth Street 
Design District is the first such area to complete 
the planning process. The results are evident in 
new retail and thousands of new apartments. Five 
new design districts are on the drawing board. 
Traditional neighborhoods near these areas, like 
Old West Durham, are justifiably concerned 
about increasing development pressure.

A Neighborhood Protection Overlay is the 
best device in the city code to preserve special 

The Heart of the
Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at www.whhna.org
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neighborhood character. With an NPO, the 
underlying general residential zoning remains, 
but regulations specific to the neighborhood 
are added. For instance, in OWD smaller orig-
inal homes are being demolished and replaced 
with dramatically larger multi-unit buildings to 
maximize rental income. These structures fill up 
much of their lots and tower over their neigh-
bors’ houses. In an NPO, special rules could be 
adopted to require new structures to be more in 
keeping with their neighbors. Additional rules 
could address accessory dwellings, setbacks, yard 
sizes, building separation distances, landscaping, 
buffers, and parking.

The NPO creation process requires strong 
neighborhood participation and buy-in. OWD 
is fortunate to have an excellent neighborhood 
association to partner with city planners to guide 
neighbors through meaningful collective deci-
sion-making. At the January meeting, there was 
a strong consensus to move forward with the 
process. With patience, ingenuity, and coopera-
tion, our neighbors in OWD can turn the NPO 
process into a tide that lifts all boats.

Park Project Honoring Dorothy  
Kitchen Underway
GALIA GOODMAN FOR THE WHHNA BOARD

We are pleased to report that the 
History Grove Project honoring long-time 
WHHN neighbor Dorothy Kitchen is very close 
to completion. Neighbor Perry Whitted has de-
signed and created an amazing sculptural bench in 
the form of a violin, the instrument that Dorothy 
has shared with hundreds of students over the 
years. The photo of this work-in-progress shows 
the neck of the bench, which will be installed 

sometime in the early spring, with a formal dedi-
cation due to be scheduled in early to mid-April. 
The bench and its surrounding landscaping will be 
installed on the east side of the park, slightly above 
and to the south of the flag pole. There will also 
be a plaque, describing Dorothy’s life as a music 
teacher and contributor to the artistic life of the 
city of Durham. Details will follow as we get clos-
er to the not-yet-decided date for the dedication.

Removal of Oak Reveals Surprise
In January,  the city removed a big willow 
oak from the north side of Club Boulevard in 
the 2300 block. To the casual observer the tree 
appeared to be in good shape. Its massive trunk 
was straight and true.  With no overhead wires 
on the north side of the street, the tree’s canopy 
had spread more or less naturally. City experts 
saw trouble, however. There was a subtle, but 
significant crack running the length of the trunk. 
Here and there failing bark indicated disease and 
structural weakness. So down came the tree, limb 
by limb, until only the column of the trunk re-
mained. When the chainsaws roared into its base, 
they struck something hard.

Careful cutting exposed a mass of bricks and 
concrete – an old patch to fill a large hollow. Na-
ture had completely healed the wound and con-
cealed the man-made materials inside. A closer 
examination of the material removed from the 
tree revealed a lozenge-shaped concrete surface 
that had originally filled the opening of the hol-
low. On this surface were incised the initials, “R. 
B. W. + K. J.” and the date “11 – 17 – 76.” Just 
who made this inscription so long ago remains a 
mystery. It could it have been the workers who 
patched the tree, of course, but a more appeal-
ing theory is that a pair of passing neighborhood 
sweethearts made a memorial of their love be-
fore the concrete dried. Listings in the 1976 city 
directory for the 2300 block of Club yield no 
obvious clues to who the lovers were and current 
neighbors who lived here then are baffled. 

The city has already planted new trees where 
the old one once stood. Neighbors placed the 
brick and concrete patch from the old hollow 
near the sidewalk where passersby can once again 
read the mysterious inscription from 40 years ago.

Indian Trail Playground Coming
BRANDEE GRUENER

The 20 - year-old  wooden structures at 
Indian Trail Park will make way this March for 
two new play sets, a new swing set and new op-
portunities for balancing, spinning and bouncing.

City officials said the old design no longer 
met playground safety standards. Parts of the 
aging structures at the park have been boarded 
off for months. The city’s Parks and Recreation 
Department began requesting feedback about 
replacing the playground last summer and held 
a vote on the final design at a community meeting 
in December.

The majority of those who responded to a 
survey about the design said an ideal playground 
would be interactive and natural. The majori-
ty also requested structures for climbing and 
swinging, the latter of which will be new to the 
park. There will be a tire swing in addition to 
traditional swings. Though the new playground 
doesn’t have the lightning-fast, towering metal 
slide of years past, there will be four slides, a 
swing bridge, and nets for climbing.

Other park improvements will include grind-
ing and possibly replacing some of the concrete 
sidewalk. The undergrowth in the forest around 
the playground will also be cleared by a goat herd 
in late March or April, if the weather cooperates 
and the construction goes according to plan. The 
PARADE has requested an official notice so that 
neighborhood kids can get a firsthand look while 
the goats are busy on the job. 

Modernist Houses in Watts-Hillandale
TOM MILLER

One of the great attractions of our 
neighborhood is that it contains a comprehen-
sive catalog in bricks and boards of every style 
of American residential architecture from the 
1890s to the present day. And while WHH is 
often cited for its Craftsman and period revival 
houses of the early 20th Century, it also pos-
sesses a couple of mid-century modernist gems 
designed by regionally important architect Jon 
Condoret.

NOTABLE  
HAPPENINGS  
IN OUR NECK OF  
THE WOODSNeighborhood
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Community News (continued from page 3)

N. C. House of Representatives seat made vacant when Rep. Paul Luebke 
passed away. Gov. Pat McCrory confirmed the appointment straightway. 
Phil agreed to take the job on an interim basis to allow the Democrats more 
time to solicit and vet interested candidates for the seat – something they 
could not do in November with a national election in full swing. Party 
leaders are engaged in that process now.

Phil was a great choice to serve Paul Luebke’s constituency. He is an 
attorney recently retired from the Attorney General’s Office. He has more 
than 30 years’ experience in public policy looking out after the interests 
and welfare of ordinary citizens. He was Paul’s close friend and neighbor 
for all that time. In February, Phil, along with other members of Durham’s 
legislative delegation, presented a resolution in the General Assembly 
honoring Paul Luebke’s life and service. Phil served as our interim repre-
sentative with skill and dedication. He deserves our thanks for stepping up. 

THANKS TO BUSINESSES, NIGHT OF 
LIGHTS AND FOOD DRIVE BIG SUCCESS
The neighborhood’s annual collection for Durham Urban 
Ministries’ Community Café in December was by far our best ever thanks 
to generous help from Watts Grocery on Broad Street and Couch Oil on 
Hillsborough Road. In all, we delivered a truck load of canned food and 
a total of $8,340 in money gifts to the café - nearly doubling last year’s 

record of $4,400. For more than 30 years, the neighborhood has used 
its holiday luminaria display to gather food and money for Durham’s 
neediest citizens.

Amy Tornquist and her staff at Watts Grocery kicked off our Night 
of Lights festivities with a subscription benefit for the Community Café. 
Amy donated her restaurant and the wonderful eats to a crowd of about 75 
neighbors. Neighbor Dean Michaels provided the wine. Every penny of 
the ticket price went to the café. In all more than $1,800 was raised. Then 
Steve Couch at Couch Oil offered to give $2,000 to the Community Café if 
the neighborhood raised $5,000 or more. With the Watts Grocery benefit 
money already in the bag, raising the rest was easy.

The money was donated by neighbors as they bought their luminarias 
from volunteers headed up by Dean Michaels and Heather Gudac. They sold 
enough bags, candles and sand to make nearly 6,000 lights! The weather for 
the appointed night was dicey, but a little rain did not dampen anyone’s spir-
its. Some neighbors displayed their lights on Sunday as originally planned 
and others did on the Wednesday rain date. Some did both! 

And this year there was new tradition, a lantern walk organized by 
Meredith Emmett and Eunice Chang. Meredith and Eunice showed people 
how to make paper lanterns and mount them on sticks. About 40 neighbors 
strolled Watts-Hillandale’s streets adding the dancing glow of their lanterns 
to the luminarias along the curbs. Heartfelt thanks go to all the volunteers 
for making 2016’s Night of Lights the best ever.

Condoret was born in French Algeria in 
1934 and studied architecture in Paris. He came 
to North Carolina in 1962 to work with noted 
local architect Archie Davis. In the late 1960s, 
Condoret established his own practice and be-
gan designing striking modern homes for clients 
throughout the Triangle. Condoret’s houses are 
characterized by the use of dark wood exterior 
siding and trim and rich natural woodwork con-
trasting with plain white walls within. Natural 
light pours in through large widows that often 
reach to the ceiling. Condoret houses have bold 
rooflines with deeply overhanging eaves support-
ed by exposed purlins. He enjoyed using flat roofs 
but also used peaked roofs with open gables to 
allow for soaring interior ceilings. Condoret’s in-
teriors are often accented with prominent hearths 
and floors of brick, stone, or tile. His houses of the 
late ‘60s and early ‘70s are perfect architectural 
expressions of the “Mod” style which touched 
everything from music, hairstyles, appliances, 
automobiles, clothes, and art.

The first of Condoret’s houses in Watts-Hill-
andale, at 3112 Sprunt Ave., was built in 1968 for 
Albert and Sigrid Nelius. Albert Nelius was an 
Episcopal clergyman and his wife, Sigrid, is a 
physician. For the Neliuses, Condoret designed 

a gable-and-wing house of brick and wood. The 
shallow-pitched roof presents broad rectangular 
planes to the street and the eaves cascade near-
ly to the ground. The front door is set in a bank 
of floor-to-ceiling fixed windows framed with 
Condoret’s signature dark wood trim. The high 
ceilinged living room has a large brick hearth.

The second Condoret house in Watts-Hillan-
dale, at 2512 W. Club Blvd., was built in 1972 for 
Richard and Pat Hughes. The plans were drafted 
by Jean Middleton, our Club Boulevard neigh-
bor who was one of the few female draftsmen in 
a male-dominated profession. This remarkable 
house displays many of Condoret’s signature de-
sign elements. The roof is flat. Its eaves extend be-
yond the walls on simple purlins. The building’s 
rectangular masses are organized symmetrically 
on either side of a prominent entry with double 
doors set in a bank of floor-to-ceiling glass pan-
els. Rising above the roof is a central tower sur-
rounded with clearstory windows which flood 
the interior with natural light.

Both of the houses have been passed to new 
owners who appreciate the beauty of Condoret’s 
work. Because of their on-going stewardship, the 
houses continue to hold their place in the neigh-
borhood’s rich architectural legacy.

for the project on Hillandale Road roughly 
opposite the two driveways of St. Luke’s 
Church. As reported by Anthony, the 
NCDOT has voiced no particular concern 
about the proposed driveway and no sub-
stantive changes to Hillandale Road would 
be required to accommodate the additional 
traffic generated by the development. 

The developers will try to acquire the 
additional lots to complete the full 53-unit 
project, but have expressed their inten-
tion to proceed with the 24-unit portion 
on land they now control even if they are 
unable to buy the additional property. The 
project will require the developer to ap-
ply for street closings and a rezoning. The 
neighborhood association will continue 
to work with the developers and ask for 
commitments to address the neighbors’ 
needs. So far, negotiations have been char-
acterized by flexibility, respect, and general 
agreement. Given the contentious history of 
the area and all of the possible options that 
have been proposed throughout the years, 
including multi-story motels, there is much 
to be hopeful for with this current proposal.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
(continued from page 1)

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 5)



These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us. 
Please email PARADEads@whhna.org to reserve space for your ad.

 

Your full service, AAHA accredited 
veterinary hospital for all of your 

pet’s life stages. 
 

              Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD 
   Practice Owner Since 1992 
              Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 
  

 Ask about our Wellness Clinic: 
         No office fee for well pets 
         $6 Canine Rabies Vaccine 
       $15 each for other vaccines 
      Wellness Clinic appointment times 
      are limited.  Please call to schedule. 

 
Offering acupuncture and therapeutic laser services.  

Experienced, individualized, progressive care for  
your pets. 

 

 

 
919-383-5578 

www.westsideanimal.com 
 



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE  

AND REACH OVER 1,300 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES

RATES START AT $50 PER ISSUE

8 • PARADE

Classes for people of all 
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz

• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance

• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More! 

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011 
ninthstreetdance.com


Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
patios & decks 

moon gates

stone walls

tree houses 

backyard  
beautilities:

 showers  
coops 
clotheslines 

FRANK HYMAN 
www.frankhyman.com

frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net

garden coaching
&

classes

Chispita Maids
Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial Cleaning

• Recurring • One Time • Move IN • Move OUT •
+15 years experience • great references

919-698-8027 • Call for Free Estimates
ChispitaMaids@gmail.com


