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“The life of the nation is secure only while the nation is honest, truthful, and virtuous.” — Frederick Douglass

Watts-Hillandale Fourth of July Traditions and Principles Continue
TOM MILLER

On Tuesday, July 4 , at 10 a.m. we will
gather at Oval Park for the 68th annual Watts
Hospital-Hillandale Fourth of July Parade.
It’s our neighborhood’s great convocation and
Durham’s oldest Independence Day celebration. There are other celebrations, festivals, fireworks, concerts — all of them huge fun in their
way, but there’s still nothing quite like our own
Watts-Hillandale Fourth. It’s about tradition and
sticking to some core principles.
The event started in 1950 at 2223 W. Club
Blvd. — the home of Alice and Tom Walker. It
was Alice who came up with the idea of a parade
to entertain and stimulate a half-dozen mopey

The Parade Remembered
Neighbors remember July 4 parades past:
I remember the night before the parade, all the parents would bring drinks by our house and Daddy
would ice them down…. In those days there were a
lot of different kinds of soft drinks — more than
there are today. It was wonderful to see them all
together — I could hardly stand it. To make the
wait bearable, Daddy would let us pick out the one
we would drink the next day.
Susan Gardner, daughter of parade
founders Alice and Tom Walker
I have such a vivid memory of my mother helping
to attach cards to the spokes of our tires. To this
very day her top drawer in the front hall has red,
white and blue streamers. Because she did the same
for all of her grandchildren!
Melanie Middleton
(continued on page 10)

kids. She set them to decorating their bikes and
trikes with crepe paper. Tom Walker put a flag on
a bamboo stick. The children marched down the
sidewalk and back, said the Pledge of Allegiance,
sang “American the Beautiful” and other patriotic
songs, and finished with a bottle of pop. It was
the idea of a moment. The Walkers didn’t know
they were starting a tradition that would stretch
for generations. But the kids did. They loved it
so much that they insisted on doing it again the
next year and they told their friends.
As the thing grew from a few kids to dozens
and then hundreds, Tom became the organizer
and imbued the parade with the core principles that guide it still today. Here they are: Tom
thought patriotism should be simple, gentle, sincere and intimate, without bombast and without
jingo. Kids and their parents should walk. Indeed, the event should proceed at a walking pace
— not just the parade, but the whole celebration.
There should be no fancy motorized floats and no
bigwigs in convertibles. Kid-decorated bikes,
wagons, and strollers were the order of the day.
Bigwigs were always welcome, but they would
walk like everybody else.
There should be no big uniformed brass bands
to dominate the scene, but neighbors beating their
drums and playing their fifes were always welcome. Unamplified human voices raised together in the old national songs were the best. After
all, Alice Walker was related to Katherine Lee
Bates, the woman who wrote “America the Beautiful.” And there should be no windy oratory; the
Pledge was speech enough and everybody spoke
that together.
(continued on page 10)

JULY 4 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Many hands are needed to make our Fourth
of July celebration the really wonderful
event the neighborhood has come to love.
We need flag putter-uppers and takerdowners, T-shirt sellers, traffic directors,
drink servers, parade marshals, and cleaneruppers. We also need two pick-up trucks.
If you can help, please join us on Tuesday,
July 4, in Oval Park at 8:00 a.m. The work
we do is rewarded on the faces of hundreds
of happy neighbors. Twenty willing helpers
will make the work fast and fun. Make
volunteering part of your July 4 tradition.
E-mail Tom Miller at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com
to get on the July 4 volunteer list.

WIN A TOP-QUALITY U. S. FLAG
We have a number of U. S. Flags to give
away — just in time for the Fourth of July.
These flags are 3' x 5', and are made of bright
nylon with sewn stripes and embroidered
stars. To get your name in the drawing, send
an e-mail to tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. Put the
word “FLAG” in the subject line and include
your name and address in the body of the
message. The drawing will be held on July
1 and the winners will receive their flags in
time to display them on the Fourth!

NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRTS!
Summer in the city. It’s gonna be hot, but
with an expenditure of just $12, you can be
cool and with-it. All you need is a genuine,
official, authorized Watts-Hillandale
commemorative undergarment. There are
many designs to choose from in a rainbow
of colors. There is a shirt to fit everyone
(from kids’ sizes up to adult XL and there are
special cut shirts for the ladies). All shirts are
natural, breathable cotton except for those
which are soft, supple poly blends. WattsHillandale T-shirts can be acquired for cash
or easy terms at the annual July 4 parade or
any other time by contacting Tom Miller, our
man in underwear, at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.
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Comings & Goings
If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com
DEAN AND KAY MICHAELS departed from their home at 2500 Indian Trail in May and
moved into a townhome in Croasdaile near Front and Carver. The downsizing will allow them to
travel worldwide, most likely visiting vineyards and distilleries along the way. Mexico is on their
short list. Dean is a former WHHNA president and has served the neighborhood in just about every office and role you can imagine. For many years he and Kay have headed up our annual Night of
Lights and food drive. This year they helped organize the Community Kitchen fundraiser at Watts
Grocery in December, providing a delicious assortment of wines to the 75 neighbors who attended.
Dean has contributed the Safety Corner column for each issue of the PARADE, because he felt his
neighbors’ safety was paramount. In 2015, Dean was named a Durham Neighborhood Hero by the
InterNeighborhood Council — an award he richly deserved. Dean works in the wine and beverage
business. Kay is Senior Project Manager at People Designs, a firm specializing in health communications. We hope to see Dean and Kay around, but they will be sorely missed. “I will surely miss this
neighborhood,” Dean said. “It’s been a very welcoming place to call home.”
NINA BALTIERRA and husband RICHIE KAHN moved to Alabama Avenue off of Indian
Trail in August. Nina is Chief Operating Officer at Counter Tools, a place-based public health
and tech nonprofit based in Carrboro, and Richie is Director of Business Development for Median
Technologies, a medical imaging company. They have lived in Durham since 2011 and moved to the
neighborhood from Tuscaloosa-Lakewood. “We love walking our shepherd/beagle, Lucy, around
the neighborhood, though she isn’t as friendly as we are,” Nina says. They’re also the founders and
co-organizers of Bull City Beer Runners, a local Meetup that meets twice a week to run and have
beers (bullcitybeerrunners.com).
In November, dad JOHN CARELLA, mom NARGES FARAHI, and big brother CYRUS
welcomed a baby girl, SORAYA ROSE CARELLA, into the world. The family has lived in the
neighborhood since 2013. John is an attorney with the Office of Appellate Defender downtown,
and Narges is a family medicine doctor on faculty at UNC. Cyrus is 5 years old and will be starting
kindergarten at Powe in the fall.

Safety Corner
AVOID CAR BREAK-INS WITH THESE TIPS
DEAN MICHAELS

As a recent victim of an auto break-in, I figured there couldn’t be a more appropriate subject for this
issue’s Safety Corner. Here are some tips to prevent break-ins:
• Up to 25% of vehicle thefts are from unlocked cars. This may seem like a no-brainer, but even just
running into a store for a few minutes can leave you and your valuables vulnerable.
• If you have a car that leaves your cargo area on display, consider getting a cover or a blanket. Almost
any personal item that’s visible from the outside — even an empty shopping bag — could be seen
as a valuable or a carrier of valuables.
• Park in a busy, well-lit area, and avoid concealment from larger vehicles. The greater the chances
are that someone might see a crime in progress, the lower the chances are that the potential thief
will attempt it.
• Factory-option alarm systems are generally best. The noise alone may be enough to scare away an
inexperienced thief and prevent the break-in. While factory-option alarm systems are generally
best, a carefully installed, properly calibrated aftermarket system can provide just as much safety.
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Community News
GOLF FUNDRAISER FOR KIDS ON JUNE 21
The Hillandale Golf Course is hosting a fundraising tournament
for its non-profit, the H.E.A.R.T.S. Club, on June 21. The $100 per person
entry fee goes entirely to support the children and families of the Pediatric
Blood and Marrow Transplant Program at Duke Children’s Hospital.
“Absolutely 100% of all funds raised goes to the support of the children
for activities such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Family Fun Day, Birthday Parties,
Ornament Making Night, Movie Day, Valentine’s Day and so on,” said Karl
Kimball, director of the golf course. The H.E.A.R.T.S. Club also helps with
house and rent payments, car payments, insurance payments, food and more.
And the golf course allows the families to use the facility in any way they
like, at no cost to the foundation.
“They are able to utilize the golf course and the golf cart, “Big Red,” and
if the child is interested in golf we’ll give them a brand new set of clubs...
all at no cost to them,” Kimball said.
Find out more about the H.E.A.R.T.S. Club at hillandalegolf.com.

MOVIE IN THE PARK ON JULY 4
The Old West Durham neighborhood will host a movie in
Oval Park on the evening of July 4. Everyone is invited. The title is yet to
be determined, but OWDNA president and al fresco movie impresario
John Killeen will solicit input on neighbors’ favorites from a short list of
family-friendly offerings. The movie will start just at dusk. Bring your kids,
popcorn, chairs and blankets and settle in.
John has organized movies in the park for the last few summers and they
have been a real hit. John has handled all the details, equipment, power,
licensing, and fees, with the help from generous donors. John does it right
and it’s a lot of work. Thanks, John. So far, this July 4 showing is the only
movie scheduled this year.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT BEER GARDEN
ON AUG. 1
Get yourself over to 1110 Virginia Ave. for the neighborhood’s
annual National Night Out Beer Garden! There will be lots of cold German
beer, wine, cheese, and Guglhupf pretzels. There will also be soft drinks,
water, and juice. Bring your families and meet your neighbors. The fun starts
at 6:30 and runs until 9 p.m. or until the beer runs out. Find that old stein
you brought back from your trip to Germany. If you don’t have a stein, no
worries, there will be one for you there. Look for the blue and white tent.
Listen for the oom-pah music. Wear your lederhosen and your dirndl skirts.
National Night Out is an event founded by the National Town Watch
Association and is celebrated on the first Tuesday of August every year.
In Durham the event is sponsored by the Durham police and sheriff’s
departments and is meant to get neighbors together and build stronger
communities.
The Watts-Hillandale celebration is hosted by Leann Nelson and Glenn
Martin and Tom and Kim Miller.
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Jul. 4

68th Annual WHHN parade, 10 a.m., Oval Park
Movie in the Park, Oval Park, at dusk

Jul. 6

First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Jul. 11	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.,
location TBD
Aug. 1	National Night Out Neighborhood Beer
Garden, 6:30–9 p.m., at the Miller residence,
1110 Virginia Ave.
Aug. 3

First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

Aug. 8

 eighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
N
home of Catie Shaffer, 3112 Sprunt

Sep. 5

 eighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
N
home of Dot Doyle, 2311 Woodrow

Sep. 7

First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., Oval Park

DRIVER KILLED IN SPRUNT AVE. CRASH
In April, Santos Armando Funes-Rivera, of Durham, was killed in a
single vehicle crash on Sprunt Avenue near its intersection with Bellevue
Avenue. The car Funes-Rivera was driving left the road and hit a tree. No
one else was in the car with him. The accident happened around 11 p.m.
The police believe speed was involved in the crash.
Neighbors along this stretch of Sprunt have long complained about
their street being used as a cut-through by commuters anxious to avoid
traffic on Hillandale and Hillsborough. The large surface parking lot at the
end of Sprunt is a park-and-ride lot for Duke. Drivers taking the short cut
often go faster than is safe for a residential street. April’s terrible accident
occurred just as neighbors along Sprunt have been exploring traffic-calming
measures to reduce speeds and make the street a less attractive alternative
to Hillsborough Road.

OVAL PARK BULLETIN BOARD
RENOVATED
Neighbors led by WHH artist and craftsman Perry Whitted
(who is also our board secretary) spruced up the Oval Park bulletin board
in May. They replaced the moss-covered roof, the drip edge and facia, the
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

plywood backing and interior cork, and the acrylic glass. A new coat of
stain finished the job and freshened its appearance. They also installed a
covered mail box for extra newsletters.
The WHHNA board agreed to fund up to $300 in materials for the
much needed repair and to look at addressing the other bulletin boards in
the neighborhood one by one. For 20 years these old-school messengers
have provided neighbors with information on everything from babysitting, dog walking, and piano lessons to summer camps and yoga. Dozens
of Watts-Hillandale homes have changed hands with just a photo and a
tear-off phone number posted in one of these bulletin boards. After all this
work, the boards are showing their wear.

BOARD PROVIDES CONTRIBUTION TO
DURHAM CAN

NEIGHBORS HELP CLEAN CREEK

NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

On April 29th , a small group of volunteers from ECWA and the

This quarterly newsletter has been published by the Watts

neighborhood met at the trailhead at Perennial Drive and Albany Street for
the annual Community Stewardship Volunteer Day at the 17 Acre Wood.
Volunteers pulled invasive plants, distributed gravel for paths, cleared
brush, and pulled trash from the creek. One intrepid treasure hunter found
a piece of model railroad track and several golf balls.
The annual event is an opportunity for the community to improve the
condition of the 17 Acre Wood, the first Nature Preserve of the Ellerbe
Creek Watershed Association. For more information about ECWA and
the 17 Acre Wood, go to http://www.ellerbecreek.org/explore/17-acrewood.html.

Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association without a break in service
since 1984. In that time, neighborhood volunteers have hand-delivered more
than 176,000 copies of PARADE to their neighbors! Next time you see
your newsletter delivery person going from house to house, thank him or
her. Even better, become a delivery person yourself. To volunteer, contact
our delivery coordinator, Catie Shaffer, at catietshaffer@gmail.com.
The PARADE is always in need of new writers as well. Are you
something of a backyard naturalist or an expert on safety? Can you help
us feature some of the amazing volunteers who give so much to our city?
Do you have even better ideas? Contact our editor, Brandee Gruener, at
ParadeEditor@gmail.com.

In April , the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association
board unanimously agreed to provide an annual membership contribution
of $700 to the Durham Congregations Associations and Neighborhoods
(Durham CAN). Durham CAN is a non-profit organization that works
to train and organize communities in Durham for the public good. Some
of their recent efforts have focused on affordable housing, opportunities
for youth, police-community relationships and jobs. Find out more about
Durham CAN at www.durhamcan.org.

Obituaries
JEAN MIDDLETON
The neighborhood mourns the loss of JEAN MIDDLETON. She was
87 when she died in April. Jean lived in her home on Club Boulevard for 60
years. There she raised her five children — two sons and three daughters.
Jean was a remarkable woman. She was independent, fun, passionate,
witty, fearless, and involved. She was a model in her teens. She studied
design and became a noted architectural draftsman and a trailblazer for
women in a profession dominated by men. She cared about her community,
its welfare, its health, and the education of its children. She was a vocal
leader of the PTA, the Red Cross, the Jaycettes, the United Fund, the
March of Dimes, and the Girl Scouts. Jean was political and her opinions
were unvarnished. She drove voters to the polls. She cared about heritage.
She supported the creation of the historic district and she delighted in
researching the historic houses in the neighborhood, including her lovely
1920s Foursquare. She advised neighbors with architectural problems and
offered to help with drawings for permits.
Jean loved Watts-Hillandale. She loved the trees along Club and was the
first to call city hall when she heard someone pull the rope on a chainsaw.
She fretted about speeding and traffic-calming. She supported her neighborhood association. She was quick to cheer it when she thought it was right
and to criticize it when she thought it was wrong. She hosted meetings of
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the board. Even in her last illness, just two days before she died, she mailed
in her membership renewal. Although she was passionate and sentimental,
she always faced the future head-on. She wrote her own obituary.
Jean is survived by her children and their families. They live in the neighborhood and the area.

BRIGITTA DEZERN
The neighborhood is saddened by the passing of longtime neighbor
BRIGITTA DEZERN. She lived on Alabama Avenue for 50 years.
Brigitta was 87 at the time of her death.
Brigitta and her husband Bill moved into their Alabama Avenue home
in the 1960s. Brigitta was born in Czechoslovakia. At the end of World
War II, she moved to the American Zone of occupied Germany. There she
met Bill, a career soldier in the United States Army. The Dezern family
has deep roots in west Durham. When Bill retired, they returned to his
hometown. They first lived with his mother on Iredell Street. Later they
moved to Alabama Avenue and raised their family there. Brigitta worked
as a bookkeeper for the Duke University Hospital Auxiliary.
Brigitta loved to garden and every afternoon neighbors saw her watering
her plants. Brigitta was predeceased by her husband. She is survived by
her son and daughter and their families. They have our deepest sympathy.
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Top: The Goat Squad spent several days clearing out undergrowth at Indian Trail Park in May. Photos by Brandee Gruener.
Center: Admirers check out the violin bench created by artist
Perry Whitted, left, to honor Dorothy Kitchen, right. Kitchen,
founder of the Duke University String School, was honored in
May at the new History Grove in Oval Park. Photos submitted by
Perry Whitted and by the Museum of Durham History.
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Bottom: Natalie and Lincoln Gruener take a break while helping
out during the Ellerbe Creek Community Stewardship Volunteer
Day. Photo by Jamie Gruener.
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Development Round-up
In the Ninth Street business district,

ALPACA PERUVIAN CHARCOAL
CHICKEN has opened up in the space that was
so abruptly vacated by Tijuana Flats last fall. Alpaca was formerly known as Mami Nora’s. The
Ninth Street restaurant is the local chain’s second
location in Durham and fifth spot in the eastern
Piedmont region. The menu features herb marinated roasted chicken sold in dark and light quarters with a selection of sides including rice, black
beans, plantains, and yucca fries. Further north
on Ninth, on the other side of the street, work
is continuing on remodeling the old Epa Chamo
restaurant into DEL RANCHO MEXICAN
GRILL AND BAR. Del Rancho is relocating
to Ninth Street from its former location on Roxboro Road.
Also on Ninth Street, the new WAFFLE
HOUSE restaurant in the old Charlie’s Pub
location should open any day now. The building
sat empty for many months while the landlord
and tenant negotiated needed repairs and improvements. Remodeling of the space got under
way this spring and the work has been extensive.
While it was Charlie’s, the owners recessed the
front portion of the façade to provide covered
outside seating. Now the façade has been pushed
back out to the sidewalk. The new restaurant
takes up the southern half of the building. Waffle
House will be open 24 hours a day year round.
There will be seating for about 40 patrons. Waffle House was founded in the mid-1950s. It is
one of the country’s oldest chains and has more
than 1,500 locations. For a while, the buzz was
that the northern half of the building would be
occupied by Jimmy’s Famous Hot Dogs. Jimmy’s
seems to have made other expansion plans and
the Ninth Street space is being offered for lease.
At Solis, the multi-story apartment complex
in the 800 block of Ninth Street, the choice retail
spot at the corner of Ninth and Green streets
will soon be home to THE PIE HOLE, a Los
Angeles-based eatery specializing in sweet and
savory pies. The Ninth Street location will be
the chain’s sixth restaurant and the first to open
outside of the Los Angeles area. All pies are
made by hand on site. Pie Hole’s menus vary by

6•

location, but seasonal favorites like blueberry
and strawberry rhubarb and pies for meals like
shepherd’s pie and chicken pot pie are standards.
This restaurant will be the first of three Triangle
Pie Hole locations owned by Young and Surelyne Lee of Cary. Watch for a late summer opening. Also at Solis, BLISS NAIL BAR AND
SPA opened at the end of April. Bliss is a locally
owned business offering a full menu of manicure,
pedicure, and nail services. Bliss also offers skin
care, beauty, and massage treatments.
Finally, on Guess Road near the interstate,
the traffic backups caused by patrons eager to
visit the new Popeye’s restaurant have finally
ended. The new, 5,300 square foot retail building next to Popeye’s is nearing completion. The
building is divided into four equal bays to accommodate small shops, services, or offices. It shares
a parking lot with the Popeye’s restaurant. No
tenants have been announced.

Dorothy Kitchen Honored at Oval Park
C I N DY G A R D E N E R ,
M U S E U M O F D U R H A M H I S TO RY

Almost 150 people gathered in Oval Park
on Sunday, April 30, to dedicate the Museum of
Durham History’s latest history grove to “music
educator extraordinaire” Dorothy Kitchen, an
internationally known musician and founder of
the Duke University String School.
The grove features a unique steel bench in the
shape of a violin, created by Durham metal artist
Perry Whitted especially for the Kitchen Grove.
Garden Environments provided landscape design and installation. The Kitchen Grove is a cooperative project of the WHHNA, Old West
Durham Neighborhood, Duke University String
School, Museum of Durham History, Durham
Parks and Recreation and Durham Open Space
and Trails. Almost $8,000 was donated to honor
the beloved music educator. The Kitchen Grove
at Oval Park is Durham’s twelfth in a series initiated by the Museum to honor individuals and
organizations that have helped shape the Durham
community.
At the afternoon dedication, Dorothy’s
friends, family and Watts-Hillandale neighbors
were treated to performances by the DUSS

chamber group, led by Carlos Bardales, plus a solo
performance by Bardales’ son. Speakers included
Steve Channing, representing the Museum; Jamie
Gruener, president of the WHHNA; several parents of Dorothy’s students; and Dorothy herself.
Melissa Rooney, Katharine Whitmore, Galia
Goodman, Tom Miller and others shepherded the
project for more than two years. Rooney called
the new grove “a landmark as unique as Dorothy
herself, a special tribute to her place in Durham
history.”
Find more information about the Kitchen
Grove and about the Museum’s history grove
project at www.museumofdurhamhistory.org/
learn/history-groves/

AT&T Installs Cable for Internet
JAMIE GRUENER

In early April, AT&T began installing
cabling and conduit for GigaPower, a fiber-based
Internet service, part of the U-Verse suite of
products. Crews worked throughout much of
the neighborhood. The utility excavation permit
defined an area bounded by Sunset Avenue on
the north, Maryland Avenue to the east, West
Club Boulevard to the south, and up to, but not
including, Hillandale Road to the west. Whether
AT&T will extend service to nearby homes not
included in this construction project is unknown,
but seems likely.
The map of the project shows large and small
junction boxes placed at various intervals. It appears that actual fiber cable was installed between
the larger junction boxes but only conduit was
installed from the large boxes to the smaller boxes.
At least one communications van was seen along
West Club Boulevard with cables snaking into
a junction box, but what was going on inside is
unclear.
The work is managed by general contractor
Ansco & Associates which has an office in Raleigh
and is managing much of the work for AT&T in
the Triangle. Some misleading news reports have
suggested that the city was bearing the cost of
construction. While the city is not funding construction and AT&T will own and operate the
network, the city is responsible for reviewing and
issuing permits and inspecting the work. Due to
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Neighborhood
changes in state law, the city must bear more of
the financial burden of permitting and inspecting.
There has been no word about the progress of
Google Fiber in Watts-Hillandale. Originally,
Google Fiber had planned to roll out to much of
the Research Triangle area, but they have slowed
down construction and according to their Facebook page are not very encouraging about arrival
dates.
AT&T has also not provided a date for providing service in the area, but the construction is
far more promising than simple marketing. Once
AT&T service is available, construction crews
will need to install underground cabling from the
nearest junction box to a demarcation point on
the house, likely right next to the Spectrum (previously Time Warner Cable) and Frontier boxes.
Competitors sharing your wall, side-by-side.

Indian Trail Park Undergoes Rehab
T h i s s p r i n g, the Parks and Recreation
Department began an extensive rehabilitation
of Indian Trail Park. The work involved the
removal and replacement of the loved-to-death
playground equipment there and some long overdue landscaping and clearing.
Indian Trail Park was created in the late 1980s
through the advocacy of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. The park was
a replacement for the park that once occupied the
northeast corner of Hillandale and Hillsborough
Roads. That park was taken out of service when
Hillandale was widened as part of the extension
of the freeway. Instrumental in that effort were
Nancy and Albert Dailey, Carol Gallione, and a
neighborhood task force of more than 40 people.
The park was completed in 1991 with a collection
of state-of-the-art play equipment for kids and
an exercise trail for adults. That equipment gave
good service for more than 20 years.
In preparation for the current rehab, the Parks
Department held a series of meetings with neighbors to learn what sort of new equipment should
be installed. Residents chose Kompan-designed
play structures with a blue-green color scheme.
These include a new, castle-like climbing structure, a traditional swing set, slides, and a modern version of a see-saw. Materials from the old
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structures were saved for re-use in new features
for one of the city’s dog parks.
Neighbors expressed a strong desire to preserve the natural tree cover which has always set
Indian Trail Park apart. The park is located in
the Ellerbe Creek floodplain so the redesigned
play area has new and better drainage. During
construction, the old play surface was entirely regraded and elevated slightly to eliminate
wet spots. Broken sidewalks were repaired or
replaced as necessary. A diseased gum tree was
removed, but “cookies” cut from its trunk have
been used as play features. During the planning
phase, neighbors expressed some concern about
visibility and safety in the park. In response, the
Parks Department hired the Goat Squad, owned
by Diana Tetens, to clear some of the bamboo,
poison ivy, privet, wisteria, and honeysuckle in
the woods surrounding the playground. Goats are
more environmentally friendly than herbicides.
Neighbors streamed by daily with kids in tow
to watch them at work inside an electric fence.
Scheduled to be completed by summer, Indian Trail Park is positioned to provide another
generation of kids and their parents years of fun.

Planning Commission Recommends
Against Hillandale Parking Lot
TO M M I L L E R

A t i ts m e et i n g i n M ay , the Durham
City-County Planning Commission considered
a proposal to rezone a residential parcel at Hillandale Road and Fawn Avenue to allow a 106-space
commercial parking lot. After hearing from the
developer and the surrounding neighbors, the
commission voted 11 to 3 to recommend against
the rezoning. The case has now gone to the city
council for a final decision.
The developer, Jim Anthony, wants additional
parking for the Veterans Administration medical
clinics that lease office space in buildings at the
corner of Bertland and Hillandale, a block away
from the Fawn Avenue corner. Fawn Avenue
has for many years been the boundary between
residential and non-residential development on
the east side of Hillandale north of I-85. The city
block where the proposed parking lot would be
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located is currently zoned residential and is used
for single family homes. In their report on the
rezoning request, city planners cautioned that
allowing a commercial foothold on the block
would stimulate further zone changes and threaten the stability of the neighborhood. Planning
commission members also noted that Hillandale
is a divided roadway from the interstate north
past Fawn. Motorists wanting to use the parking
lot would not be able to make a left turn into or
out of the lot. Instead they would either have to
loop through the neighborhood or make a U-turn
on Hillandale at one of the limited breaks in the
concrete barrier.
Neighbors oppose the parking lot. Instead
they would like to see the property redeveloped as innovative residential. Fortunately, the
developer has expressed some interest in this as
a possible “Plan B.”
Anthony had also considered putting a parking lot in Watts-Hillandale on Hillandale Road
opposite St. Luke’s Church. He abandoned the
idea when the Watts-Hillandale Association
expressed its opposition. Anthony bought the
property anyway and is now working with the
neighborhood on a proposal to put a residential
project on the land (see the following story on
the Chesterfield project).

Chesterfield Project Acquires
More Homes
JAMIE GRUENER

As reported first in December and again
in March, representatives of the neighborhood
have met with Jim Anthony, a real estate developer from Raleigh and Bob Chapman, a Durham
developer, about a potential residential development between Hillandale Road and Tampa
Avenue. During those initial meetings, Anthony expressed interest in building as many as 50
townhomes on approximately 8 acres in the area.
The acreage is comprised of undeveloped land
along Chesterfield Avenue, which runs parallel
to Hillandale and Tampa, as well as several developed and undeveloped properties on Hillandale.
Chesterfield has never been developed because
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
of an Ellerbe Creek feeder stream in a deep gully
that runs north-south through the property.
The developers met with neighborhood representatives in February to present a preliminary
plan for the first time and to discuss concerns.
The plan showed a mix of 13 townhouses and 11
single-family homes on the approximately 7 acres
the developers currently control with the possibility of as many as 29 additional units if more
property could be acquired. Since that meeting,
the developers have successfully added additional
properties to the project, though acquisition of
several properties in the middle of the project
remains elusive. Neighborhood representatives
have not yet seen a new plan that involves just the
properties under commitment by the developers.
As part of the process, the neighborhood representatives and the developers are negotiating an
agreement outlining development commitments.
While more work remains to be done, the parties have come to some common understandings.
Negotiations will likely continue throughout the
summer.
Previously, the developers have expressed
their intention to proceed with part of the project in the event they were unable to acquire all of
the desired land. How the newly acquired land
will affect the developers plan remains to be seen,
especially because the land the developers have
not yet acquired is roughly in the middle of the
project. The neighborhood association will continue to work with the developers and negotiate
commitments to address the neighbors’ needs.
So far, negotiations have been characterized by
flexibility, respect, and general agreement.

1920s Bungalow Demolished to Make
Way for Bigger House
TO M M I L L E R

In March, neighbors in the 1400 block of
Alabama Avenue were startled to see the demolition of the historic Rawl-Dezern House. The
house, a small colonial revival style bungalow,
was originally built in 1926. Its first occupants
were Edgar and Bertie Rawl. Edgar Rawl was a
foreman for the Durham Morning Herald news-
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paper. Since the 1960s, the house was the home
of Bill and Brigitta Dezern. It had been vacant
since Brigitta’s death a year ago.
A new house is now being built on the site.
It is large; it rises a full two stories and contains around 3,000 sq. ft. Although the new
house tends to dominate the one-story historic
homes on either side of it, its form and design
are consistent with houses of the early 1920s.
The house has a gable-front façade articulated
with a subordinate projecting gable. The entry
is protected by a shed porch roof. Window size
and placement are typical of period houses. Allied Management Group is building the house
for Bryan Misenheimer, a local real estate agent
and Iredell Street neighbor. Misenheimer likes
home styles of the early twentieth century. He
and his wife Kelly built a twenties-style, craftsman revival house for their own home just a few
years ago.
The 1400 block of Alabama Avenue is not in
the Watts-Hillandale Historic District although
most of the houses along the length of Alabama
from Club Boulevard to Sprunt Avenue would
qualify for historic district protection. About 12
years ago, at the request of the neighbors along
Alabama and Virginia Avenues north of Club, the
neighborhood association asked the State Historic Preservation Office to consider expanding the
current historic district. The SHPO agreed that
the houses along Alabama and Virginia should be
protected, but refused to consider only a limited
expansion of the historic district. Instead, state
officials insisted on an application covering all
of the neighborhood up to Ellerbe Creek. The
size of such a project and the cost of consultants
to prepare the application were too much for the
neighborhood association to take on. Historic
district status imposes regulations designed to
protect the exterior of historic structures. It
also allows owners of such buildings to claim
significant tax credits for the cost of historically
sensitive rehab projects.
For more than 30 years, neighbors in
Watts-Hillandale have worked diligently and
successfully to preserve and enhance the quality of life in the neighborhood. Our efforts have
made this neighborhood of modest homes on tiny

lots one of the most sought after places to live in
a rapidly growing city. An unexpected cost of
success has been the recent interest in replacing
our modest homes with much bigger ones. This
phenomenon is not limited to Watts-Hillandale.
Our neighbors in Old West Durham have seen
the tear-down-and-replace scenario played out
so often in recent years that they have asked the
city to create a special neighborhood protection
overlay zone for the neighborhood. Through the
NPO process, a neighborhood can tailor-make
special development rules designed to preserve
the community’s character and scale.

Work Proceeding at the Williams
Water Treatment Plant
For the last few months, the city has
been doing repairs and improvements at the Williams Water Treatment Plant on Hillandale Road.
The work is extensive. It includes demolishing
old sludge drying beds, the settled solids building, certain tanks, and the maintenance building
and replacing them with new buildings, tanks,
and facilities for filtering and separating metals
and solids from raw water as it proceeds on its
way to becoming drinking water. The work
started this winter with blasting underground
rock at the plant. Homeowners throughout the
neighborhood heard the warning horn blasts
and felt the sudden shock of the explosions. No
serious damage was reported by homeowners.
Along with this work, the city is clearing
sludge from the bottom of the reservoir. From
time to time this spring, neighbors have noticed
a slight discoloration of their tap water.
The Hillandale Road facility was completed
in 1917 and expanded in the 1940s. It is named
for McGregor Williams, the engineer with the
W. M. Piatt Company who helped design the
facility and later went to work for the city to run
it. Williams and his family lived at 1107 Alabama.
The water plant has now supplied clean drinking
water to the citizens of Durham for 100 years.
That’s pretty remarkable record for any municipal
service facility and is a testament to the foresight
of the city leaders who built it. The Williams
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Neighborhood
plant receives water from Lake Michie through
underground aqueducts. The plant processes this
water through a system of tanks which allow solids to settle out and treatments which separate
metals and contaminants from the water. The
plant’s reservoir holds about 45 million gallons
and the plant can produce around 22 million gallons of water a day.
Neighbors have long treated the picturesque
oval reservoir as an amenity. Although it is no
longer allowed, neighbors once fished from the
iron fence that surrounds the lake. The plant’s
Italianate and Art Moderne architecture earned
it inclusion within the Watts-Hillandale historic
district.

West Ellerbe Creek Trail
Construction Begins
T H I S M A Y , the city began construction at
Westover Park to complete the West Ellerbe
Creek Trail. The unfinished portion of the trail
runs from Westover Park at Guess Road for more
than a mile along the creek to the intersection
of Stadium Drive and Broad Street where it can
connect to the city’s larger, 30-mile-long trail
system. The work is expected to cost just under
$3 million.
The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association
(ECWA)’s acquisition of the undeveloped land
along the creek in the neighborhood made the
creation of the existing leg of the trail possible.
For 20 years, Watts-Hillandalers have enjoyed
walking through the woods along this portion of
the trail. But the plan was always to extend the
trail along the creek north and east until it connected with the major North-South Greenway
which begins at Rock Quarry Park off Stadium
Drive. A tunnel for the trail was a part of the
planning and construction of the I-85 widening
project and the dedication of trail right-of-way
was secured by the coalition of five neighborhoods who negotiated with the North Pointe
developers in the mid-1990s.
For years, though, the trail extension existed
only on maps until neighbors Steve Cohn and
Larry Brockman and the members and friends
of ECWA began a concentrated campaign to
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redirect city attention to the trail completion.
In this effort they had support on the city council from Don Moffitt and Steve Schewel, both
Watts-Hillandale neighbors. Moffitt has always
been the voice for the environment on the council
and Steve Schewel is the council’s principal advocate for trails, parks, and open space in a rapidly
growing Durham.
Funding for the project comes from a number
of sources including city capital improvement
appropriations and sizable federal grants. The
initial stages have involved planning and the acquisition of the final pieces of right-of-way. Additional land along the creek near Costco and also
up near Stadium Drive had to be obtained. The
plans include improved pedestrian protection in
crosswalks across Guess Road at Westover Park
and North Pointe Dive. Construction should be
completed by this time next year.
Ellerbe Creek along the trail extension is
exceptionally beautiful. Even though it winds
between big box stores, shopping centers, and
apartment complexes, the creek is set in a deeply
wooded and peaceful valley. On it neighbors
will be able to walk or bike to a number of city
parks, nature preserves, and other amenities including ECWA’s “The Rocks” off Broad Street
and the Museum of Life and Science on Murray
Avenue.

General Assembly Knocks
Neighborhoods Out of Zoning Business
TO M M I L L E R

The North Carolina General Assembly is
all set to pass House Bill 507 entitled “Land use
Regulatory Changes.” One of the biggest changes
in the bill is that it will eliminate the ability of
neighborhoods and individuals to initiate zone
changes. Once the bill passes, and passage seems
likely, only developers and local governments will
be able to start the process.
Zoning, or the regulation of land use, is part of
the government’s police power. To be constitutional, zoning rules must be for the welfare of the
entire community. Zoning rules and zone changes
are adopted through the legislative process. In the
legislative process, everyone has a right to lobby
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the government about what the laws should be
and how they apply. Zoning is not just a private
understanding between local government and
individual landowners.
In the 1920s, the Harding administration promulgated model zoning laws and codes that were
adopted in every state including North Carolina.
These laws expressly allowed any citizen to ask
for a rezoning of any parcel — after all, zoning
on any parcel is meant to protect the neighbors
of that parcel. Although most rezoning requests
are initiated by developers, individuals and
sometimes neighborhoods have applied for zone
changes. Trinity Park and Watts-Hillandale used
their right to petition for rezonings to eliminate
intrusive and incongruous spots of commercial
and apartment zoning within their boundaries.
If House Bill 507 passes, that right will go away.
Only the landowner will be able to ask for a rezoning, not his neighbor. If a neighborhood wants
land rezoned, neighbors will have to ask either for
the landowner’s consent or they will have to ask
the city council to instruct the planning department to start the process. Developers, however,
will be able to initiate the process without prior
council support.
In 2015, the General Assembly eliminated
neighbors’ time-honored right to file a formal petition protesting a rezoning. Now the legislature,
responding to the demands of the same development lobby, wants to further restrict neighbors’
rights in the planning and zoning process.

Eagle Scout Adds Boardwalk to Trail
Eagle Scout and recent graduate Djelimory Diabate added 80 feet of boardwalk to a
mucky portion of the nature trail in the 17 Acre
Wood this May. He had the help of Boy Scout
Troop 137 and Scout leaders and parents for his
Eagle Scout project. The large group sawed,
hauled and hammered the wood into place on a
forested path near the paved trail and close to
Westover Park. Proud mom Dafina Diabate said
that Djelimory, who comes from the Duke Park
neighborhood, graduated from the N.C. School
of Science and Math and is headed to Amherst
College this fall.
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Fourth of July (continued from page 1)
There should be flags. Lots of flags. Tom Walker supplied the parade with
up-to-date U.S. flags — 48 stars to start with, then 49 when Alaska came in
and finally 50 stars in 1960 after Hawaii became a state. We still carry those
original Walker flags today. Tom encouraged everyone to bring and display the
flags of their home states and countries. He believed in the idea of “E Pluribus
Unum,” “out of many, one,” and thought it was important to demonstrate it
on the Fourth. He liked historical flags and he and Alice always brought their
unusual North Carolina revolutionary war militia flag with its eight-pointed
stars and blue and red stripes.
The event should be open. Everyone was welcome, but no matter how many
showed up, the scale should be kept at the neighborhood level. Tom resisted
suggestions to make the event longer or more elaborate. The event should end
with a cold drink and time for neighbors to reinforce the bonds of neighborliness,
but everybody should be home in time for lunch.
So this is the formula Tom Walker laid down. He ran the Watts-Hillandale
Fourth of July parade for nearly 40 years and it is difficult to argue with his
success. Generations of neighbors have loved the event just as he made it. They
return to Durham and the neighborhood year after year. Those original kids
who marched in 1950 are grandparents themselves today. They live near and
far, but we watch for them and their families on the Fourth.
Today, we appreciate the wisdom of Tom Walker’s core principles when we
organize the neighborhood’s July 4 parade. So come. Gather at the intersection
of Oakland and Club at 9:50 on the morning of the Fourth. Everyone is welcome.
Decorate your bikes, trikes, strollers, and wagons. Bring your flags — U.S., home
state, and home country. E Pluribus Unum! March, pledge, and sing with your
neighbors. Bring your families and your friends. Have a cold drink and reinforce
the bonds of neighborliness. Join the O. K. Chorale in singing the “Star Spangled
Banner” and “America the Beautiful.” It’s the Fourth of July in Watts-Hillandale!
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The Parade Remembered
(continued from page 1)

My family moved to Club Blvd. in 1960 when I was in the second
grade. Back then it was a small, fun thing. We decorated our bikes
with crepe paper in the spokes and streamers from the handlebars. I
don’t remember very many adults coming to the parade, other than
watching it come by their houses; it was just kids, and mostly younger
kids at that. Our mother, Jean Middleton, loved the neighborhood, and
the parade was a big part of that; she got to see not only her five kids,
but eight grandchildren come by and wave to her on many of over half
a century of 4th of July parades down Club Blvd.
Gayley Middleton Crockett
One of few life events that rivaled the excitement of Christmas, July
4th! I remember as a child, my mother, Jean Middleton, (2404 West
Club Boulevard) helping me decorate my tricycle for traditional Oval
Park - July 4th parade. What an awesome tradition and something for
all Old West Durham residents to be proud of! I’ve lived from here to
New Orleans, Los Angeles and many places in-between. Watts-Hillandale is as good a place to live in as any in the country!
Geoffrey Middleton
We were too young to be in the first or second parade, but we participated almost every year, as I remember. I think Mother said she pushed
me in a stroller while Johnny rode his tricycle. Later years we decorated
our bikes with crepe paper streamers and stuck playing cards to the
spokes with clothespins. Many of the adults sat in their yards waving
and cheering us on. It was a big deal to all of us kids. We worked hard
decorating our bikes and were proud as punch riding in that parade.
Years later, in the early 1970s, I have a special memory of my dad
sitting in his lawn chair in front of our house on Woodrow Street
watching as my oldest son rode his tricycle in the parade.
Susan Hobgood
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These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.

H&B heads up the printed matter sector of
the Aesthetic Police — a relief agency long
working to counteract the continued decimation of worldwide aesthetic standards.

horse & Buggy Press

Since 1996, Dave Wofford has been

AND F R I E N D S

utilizing in-house letterpress printing);

designing all things ink on paper (often
and is active collaborating with writers,
artists, historians, and other publishers

Your full service, AAHA accredited
veterinary hospital for all of your
pet’s life stages.

Donald Hoover, DVM, FAVD
Practice Owner Since 1992

GA L L E RY
Hours: Tuesdays– Saturdays 11 to 3 ish
★

M o nth LY opE n h o usEs ★

Second ThurSdayS 5-8pm
June 8 July 13 Aug 10 Sept 14

on fine press books, memoirs, catalogues,
and more.
The gallery features the work of dozens
of accomplished artists and craftspersons
in a wide range of media.

1116 BroAd Street
www.horseandbuggypress.com

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP

Ask about our Wellness Clinic:
No office fee for well pets
$6 Canine Rabies Vaccine
$15 each for other vaccines

Wellness Clinic appointment times
are limited. Please call to schedule.

Offering acupuncture and therapeutic laser services.
Experienced, individualized, progressive care for
your pets.

919-383-5578
www.westsideanimal.com
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENT HERE
AND REACH OVER 1,300 NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES

Chispita Maids

RATES START AT $50 PER ISSUE
PLEASE E-MAIL PARADEADS@WHHNA.ORG

Cleaning Service

TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD.

Residential & Commercial Cleaning
• Recurring • One Time • Move IN • Move OUT •
+15 years experience • great references

919-698-8027 • Call for Free Estimates

ChispitaMaids@gmail.com

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • Cardio
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com

Cottage Garden
Landscaping
patios & decks
moon gates
stone walls
tree houses
backyard
beautilities:
showers
coops
clotheslines



garden coaching
&
classes

FRANK HYMAN
www.frankhyman.com
frankhyman@liberatedgardener.net
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