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“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.” — Anne Bradstreet

Night of Lights and Canned Food Drive — Neighborhood Traditions for 30 Years! Board Holds Annual Meeting
This year marks the 30th anniversary of
our neighborhood’s first Night of Lights celebration. On Sunday evening, Dec. 20, our streets and
walkways will be lined with luminaria. Neighbors
will have parties and open houses. Everyone will
be out walking — enjoying the glow of thousands of candles. Neighborhood volunteers led by
Dean Michaels will sell luminaria supplies — the
bags, candles, and sand — at the picnic shelter in
Oval Park during the afternoons of the 19th and
the 20th. They will also renew your WHHNA
memberships and collect your gifts of canned goods
and money for the Community Café. See the insert
for details.
In 1985, neighbor Caron Mayo came up with
the idea of a neighborhood luminaria display. She
was a member of the new neighborhood association’s board of directors and wanted to find something to bind the neighborhood together during
the holidays — a winter balance to summer’s July
4th celebration. Caron organized the whole affair
and for the first couple of years we sold the bags
and candles from her Wilson Street basement.
The event was so successful that we had to
move sales to the picnic shelter in Oval Park. The
next year we added the canned food drive to supply food for meals served by what was then called
the “Community Kitchen” downtown. Today it
NIGHT OF LIGHTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Help us sell luminary supplies. It’s a fun
way to meet your neighbors and make
Night of Lights a success. Email Night
of Lights chairman Dean Michaels at
winebydean@gmail.com or call/text him
at 919-452-1665 to sign up for a shift on
Saturday the 19th or Sunday the 20th.

is called the Community Café of Durham Urban
Ministries. Old time neighbors will remember the
hand-made “Give Canned Goods!” signs that used
to dot the neighborhood in December. Night of
Lights is now used to promote giving to Durham
neighbors who do not share our bounty of warm
homes and plentiful food. Last year the neighborhood collected a pick-up truck load of food and
$4,300 in money donations — a neighborhood
record! This year, let’s break the record again!
Watts-Hillandale was not the first or the
only neighborhood to display luminaria for the
holidays. Trinity Park started a few years before
Caron organized our first event. About the time
we began, Duke Park began their display —
and they really put their hearts into it. Others,
including Hope Valley, Northgate Park, Old
West Durham, and Burch Avenue, now also have
their own Night of Lights celebrations. Many,
like Duke Park, follow Watts-Hillandale’s example of using the luminaria display to collect
food and money for Durham’s neediest citizens.
Through the communication made possible by
the InterNeighborhood Council, these events are
often coordinated to occur on the same evening.
For Night of Lights to be successful, everyone
has to participate. It usually only takes about 8-10
lights along the curb to do the trick — an outlay
of just a few dollars. Neighbors with corner lots
will want to put out more. Neighbors in some
blocks pool their resources and put out luminaria
for every house along the street. Some neighbors
always buy a few extras to give as gifts for their
neighbors or to fill in gaps for those who are outof-town or simply forgot.
So mark your calendars! Night of Lights will
be on Sunday, Dec. 20.

JAMIE GRUENER

On Oct. 20 , the WHHNA membership convened at the auditorium at E.K. Powe for the
2015 Annual Meeting. On the agenda were the
major events and projects of the WHHNA, the
election of officers and directors for the coming
year, and the announcement of upcoming events.
In the 2014-2015 year, the Neighborhood
Association proudly supported Durham CAN,
the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association, E.K.
Powe’s Spring Carnival, Movies in the Park, and
the traffic circle gardens.
This year saw a few changes. Eunice Chang
took over the role of managing First Thursday
food truck events. The board would like to sincerely thank Kristin Miele for coordinating First
Thursdays for the last several years and making
it a Watts-Hillandale institution. This year also
saw the adoption of mailing list policies.
The evening included a report on the status of
the Club Boulevard traffic calming project. Representatives from WHHNA, BPAC and Bike
Durham plan to meet with the City of Durham
staff to review newly vetted options for improving pedestrian safety, reducing vehicular speed,
and improving safety for bicyclists.
The membership voted unanimously to adopt
the slate of candidates for board officers and directors: Jamie Gruener, president; Gabriela
Matthews, vice president; Dean Michaels, treasurer; Perry Whitted, secretary; and directors
Emma Allott, Volker Blum, Henri Gavin, Galia
Goodman, Adam McClellan, Melanie Middleton,
Chris Rusconi, Catie Shaffer, and Molly Stanifer.
The board would like to thank last year’s members Leila Keen, Debbie Hughes, James Umbanhowar, and Joshua Allen for their service.
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Comings & Goings
If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com
Recent transplants from Madison, Wis.,”the Hazelghinis” moved in August to 2508 W. Club
Blvd. Having spent their first few North Carolina months in Chapel Hill, BECCI MENGHINI,
HEATHER HAZELWOOD, ERNIE (brown labradoodle), and JUNE (grey goldendoodle) are
now excited to make the Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood their new home. Becci accepted
the position of Senior Associate Vice Chancellor for Workforce Strategy, Equity and Engagement
at UNC-Chapel Hill. Heather has worked as an attorney and is currently preparing for the North
Carolina Bar Exam. “We look forward to being out and about to walk to the neighborhood haunts,
and to meeting our new neighbors!” chimes Becci.
MOLLY and JOHN STANIFER of 2118 Woodrow welcomed DARBY STANIFER to the
world and to the Watts neighborhood on Sept. 17. A beaming Molly says, “Darby looks forward to
making friends with other Watts-Hillandale babies!”
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This deep, green-tunneled place
where the spirit of morning
goes down to dark
like a ripe apple fallen
but not tasted
is quiet in the first hours
as a newspaper vendor
in red vest calls for you
and you do not answer
with two quarters,
is foggy with first light
as sun rises
behind looming trees—
a dull tangerine
in damp, thick sky.
It is good to wake early enough
from time to time
to see this slow dawn.
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Community News
HALLOWEEN REPORT
It is a great compliment to Watts-Hillandale that so many folks
from all around think of our neighborhood as the place to enjoy a happy
and traditional Halloween. Our neighbors — especially those on Club
— deserve our thanks and praise for generously doling out not just candy,
but joy and welcome, to all of these visitors. The numbers are amazing.
Neighbor Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell has been keeping careful count of
the trick-or-treaters in the 2300 block of West Club Boulevard for 15
years. The numbers rose steadily from 404 in 2001 to a high of 1,910
in 2014. This year’s total was down a bit at 1,806. The action on Club
seems to be shifting to the east of Oval Park a bit. Lots of neighbors there
were participating and some of the decoration was over-the-top. Fog
Machines, fake grave stones, and flying ghosts! Unofficial counts in those
blocks topped 2,000!
Thanks go to our neighbors who put out the cones on Club. Chris
Church and Catie and Reid Shaffer drove the pick-up trucks. Tim Marks
followed along behind the crew with his big truck to keep them safe as
they slowly walked down the middle of our busy main street. Volker
Blum, Dean Michaels, Ron Grunwald, Don Moffitt, and Adam McClellan
did the heavy lifting. With lots of hands, the work went smoothly at both
ends of the evening.
This year’s police officers were fantastic. Headed up By Capt. D. C.
Allen, they were Anthony Jackson, Reginald Fountain, Larry Watkins,
and John McDonough. They controlled the traffic and kept the kids
and their parents safe. This year as in previous years, neighbor Larry
Chapman made the arrangements for us to have police officers and cones.
Thanks, Larry!

NEIGHBORHOOD AUTHOR TONY REEVY
HAS NEW RAILROAD BOOK
Neighborhood poet and author Tony Reevy has a new book
out, The Railroad Photography of Jack Delano. During World War II, the Office
of War Information hired Jack Delano to make a photographic record of
railroading in America. The result is a collection of remarkable images not
just of locomotives and rail yards, but of sweeping rural landscapes and intimate portraits of mechanics, porters, waiters, and passengers. The stunning
and rare early color photos make us see an America which we know only as
black and white. This is Tony’s second study of railroad photography. His
O. Winston Link: Life Along the Line: A Photographic Portrait of America’s Last
Great Steam Railroad was released in 2012. Tony held the first reading of his
new book at the Regulator in November. Both of his railroad photography
books are on sale there now. Congratulations, Tony.

NEIGHBOR STEVE SCHEWEL RE-ELECTED
On election day , Club Boulevard neighbor Steve Schewel was
re-elected to a second four-year term on the Durham City Council. In a
race for three at-large council seats among six candidates, Steve was by
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Dec. 19–20 L
 uminary sale, canned food drive and WHHNA
membership drive, 12–5 p.m., at the picnic
shelter at Oval Park
Dec. 20

 eighborhood Night of Lights, from dusk until
N
the candles burn out

Jan. 5	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Jamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club
Feb. 2	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Emma Allott, 1618 Delaware
Feb. 20

 ommunity Stewardship Volunteer Day,
C
1–4 p.m., 17-Acre Wood at Ellerbe Creek

Mar. 1	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Galia Goodman, 1301 Alabama

far the top vote-getter with more than 28% of the vote. During the campaign, Steve said that his top priority is managing Durham’s growth in a
way that keeps Durham’s small city feel. Steve, his wife Lao Rubert, and
their family have lived in Watts-Hillandale for more than 30 years. Steve
was the founder and owner of the Independent for many years. He served
on the Durham School Board from 2004 until 2008. He now teaches at
Duke. Congratulations, Steve, and thank you for your service!

SAFETY CORNER—PREPARE YOUR
HOME FOR VACATION
DEAN MICHAELS

During these upcoming holiday weekends, many Durham
residents will be vacating the area and their homes. So if you’re heading
out of town for an extended period of time, ask a couple of neighbors to
keep an eye on your property during that time.
More importantly, when you leave town, don’t leave signs of an empty
house. That will only make your house look like a giant bulls-eye to a thief.
First, don’t change the message on your phone to alert callers that you have
left town. The same goes for your Facebook page.
If you don’t want to stop delivery of your mail and newspaper, at
least have a friend pick them up. Ask them to move your car periodically
to make it look like you’re still around. Set some timers on your lights,
secure your windows, and put the block on your doggie door. You’ll
rest easier!
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Development Round-up
Since we reported to you in September,
there have been a number of developments on
Hillsborough Road. If it is not open as you read
this, the new DUNKIN’ DONUTS soon
will be. The new shop is located in the old SunTrust Bank branch building in front of Kroger.
West Durham, with Monuts, Krispy Kreme,
and Dunkin’ Donuts will be the regional capital for circular confections. And, the ARBY’S
at the intersection with LaSalle Street is getting
a makeover. The dine-in option is unavailable
while the work proceeds, but you can still get a
sandwich at the drive-through window.
The HUSSCO service station near the
intersection of Lawndale has been remodeled.
The building on the site was once a convenience
store, but will now be company offices. Gas at
self-service pumps will still be offered at the location. Further east along Hillsborough, at the
intersection with Trent Street, architect and
neighbor Coby Linton’s rehab of the old Jim’s
Party Store building is receiving its finishing
touches. Coby and his artist wife, Kristin Linton, held an opening reception on Nov. 7 to show
off the remodeled building and Kristin’s paintings. The building was originally built around
1941 as Whitaker’s Food Store and a soda shop.
Over the years it has been home to a number of
businesses, Hicks Painting and Decorating and
Jim’s included. The bay in the building that was
McFarland’s Soda Bar in the 1950s is the new
home of COCOA CINNAMON. Linton’s
architecture practice will occupy the rest of
the building.
Over on West Main Street, in Erwin Square,
work has begun refitting the westernmost retail
space as GUASACA AREPA AND SALSA
GRILL. This will be location number two for
Guasaca. Their first restaurant is on Lake Boone
Trail in Raleigh and has enjoyed good reviews
there. Guasaca is a Venezuelan style restaurant
that specializes in scratch-made arepas and salsas. An opening date has not been announced.
On Ninth Street, the façade improvement
grants awarded by the city earlier in the year
now are now manifested in fresh paint, new
signage, and new awnings. THE REGULA-
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TOR BOOK SHOP looks especially spiffy
in its new paint as does the WHITE STAR
LAUNDRY. Reliable information concerning
the possibility that part of the old Charlie’s Pub
will become a Waffle House is hard to come
by. The word on the street is that plans may
have stalled.

Ellerbe Creek Volunteer Day
Coming Feb. 20
STEVE COHN

Please join the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association and the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association for our 2016
Community Stewardship Volunteer Day on Saturday, Feb. 20, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 17-Acre
Wood Nature Preserve. We will meet on Albany
Street at Perennial Drive (i.e., at the trailhead
across from Indian Trail Park); if you come late,
just walk down the paved trail and look for us.
All who can walk on a trail in the woods
are welcome — young, old, and all in-between:
there will be tasks for every ability level. The
rain (hmm, maybe that should be snow?) date
is the following day: Sunday, Feb. 21, at 1. You
can check the ECWA website at www.ellerbecreek.org for a notice if you are in doubt about
the weather.
The WHHNA Board would love to see a
big neighborhood turnout at this Community
Stewardship Volunteer Day, lending a hand to
improve trails, remove invasive plants, prune
limbs, pick up trash, maintain wetland gardens,
and do general preserve maintenance. WHHNA
is dedicated to helping ECWA protect and restore this beautiful natural area along Ellerbe
Creek, and a large turnout will help us make a
significant impact on our neighborhood preserve.
Yes, February can be cold; but it’s also an
excellent time to get preserve work done, and
a hard time for ECWA to find other volunteers. So let’s show ECWA that we’re not just
fair-weather friends! ECWA will provide hot
coffee and cocoa and snacks to help keep our
warmth and spirits up.
If possible, please sign up beforehand at
www.ellerbecreek.org for the Community

Stewardship Volunteer Day, so we know how
many to expect—just click on “Attend an Event”
and then sign up for the February Stewardship
Day at the 17-Acre Wood. But even if you have
not signed up, please do stop by and lend a hand,
any time between 1 and 4.
Last year at this event, with the help of an
enthusiastic bunch of students from the Nicholas
School that were brought along by neighbor Joel
Meyer, we got an amazing amount accomplished.
So please do join us at the WHHNA Community
Stewardship Volunteer Day, where we come together as a neighborhood to show support for our
own wonderful nature preserve and for ECWA’s
efforts to make this green space available for all
to enjoy.

Plans Could Develop Ellerbe Creek Land
TO M M I L L E R

Ellerbe Creek courses through the entire
length of Watts Hospital-Hillandale, from the
western reaches of the golf course to Guess
Road and beyond in the east. What few realize
is that the creek rises on an 84-acre tract of land
along the north side of I-85 near Berini Drive
west of Cole Mill Road. The land has long been
the location of three giant radio masts belonging
to WDNC, but now neighbors in the area have
learned that Pulte Homes wants to rezone the
land to accommodate a mix of approximately
300 single-family and townhouse units. The
land is currently zoned RS-20 which would
allow no more than 150 single family homes on
half-acre lots.
In late October, Pulte representatives held
two meetings with neighbors in the area to introduce their proposed development. Because
the project is still in the planning stages, Pulte’s
engineers were unable to provide details about
how the project would interact with the creek
or explain what environmental safeguards would
be introduced to control increased runoff and the
introduction of pollutants from streets, parking
lots, roofs, and drives.
Neighbors are concerned not only about
Ellerbe Creek, but about the impact the proposed development will have on their neighborhoods. Berini Drive, a neighborhood street, will
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Neighborhood
provide the only means of access for the project.
Also, because the land is vacant except for the
masts, the NCDOT did not provide noise abatement walls to protect the property when I-85
was widened from four to eight lanes back in
2000-2005. If the land is cleared of its remaining
trees, there will be little to buffer area residents
from highway noise.
For much of the 20th century, Ellerbe Creek
was treated as little more than a drainage ditch,
but in recent years serious efforts have been underway by ECWA to protect and restore it.
Whatever happens on the north side of I-85,
Ellerbe’s headwaters must be protected.

New Neighborhood Trees to be Planted
KAREN WILLIS

Our neighborhood can look forward to
seeing new trees planted this year thanks to a
partnership between WHHNA and Durham’s
Urban Forestry Department. The city arborist
has a 10-year plan to replace trees as the beautiful willow oaks reach the end of their life span
in our urban environment. The loss of so many
large trees around the same time will have a
dramatic impact (10 have been cut on Club Boulevard recently by Duke Energy’s contractor).
Approximately 70-80 trees have been planted
in the neighborhood in the last four years.
Native species of oak will be planted on the
north side of Club Boulevard. These will be small
seedling trees. When planting under utility lines,
the focus is on trees that form a low spreading
crown. Examples of these are trident maple
(found in the 1800 and 2500 blocks of Club)
and chinese pistache (found in the 2400 block.)
The arborist continues to try different species of
the smaller trees to identify those with the best
survival rate. Maintaining uniformity by using
three to four varieties and planting native trees
when possible are goals.
Neighbors can support the planting of trees
in our neighborhood and in Durham by making
a tax deductible contribution to “Keep Durham
Beautiful” c/o Tania Dautlick at 2011 Fay St.,
Durham NC 27704. Contributions can also
be made through “Water Into Trees” deducted
monthly from your city water bill.
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Hillandale Property Still Offered
as Commercial
In the September number of PARADE,
we told you that a 2.26 acre property on Hillandale Road opposite St. Luke’s Church is being
offered for sale as commercial property. In fact,
the property is zoned residential and is marked
as residential on the Future Land Use Map in
Durham’s Comprehensive Plan. During the summer, after the neighborhood association informed
the broker offering the land for sale that it is not
zoned for commercial purposes, the real estate
websites listing the property were changed to
remove express representations that the land
can be used for commercial or office purposes.
In mid-November, “commercial” remained on
the sign posted on the property, however.
Neighbors in the area do not want to see commercial development spread south of I-85 along
Hillandale Road. The property in question was
the subject of a major zoning dispute in the late
1980s. At that time the neighborhood association
convinced the city council to keep commercial
zoning on Hillandale north of the interstate. The
land adjoins a larger tract of residentially zoned
land behind it. If sensitively developed for residential purposes, both properties could be put
to a use that would enhance the neighborhood
and protect its character.

Historic Preservation Tax Credits
Restored
TO M M I L L E R

In 2014 , the North Carolina General Assembly allowed the state’s historic preservation tax credit law to sunset. During its 16-year
existence, the program stimulated nearly $2
billion in investment across North Carolina.
Much of the money was spent restoring decayed inner city buildings and revitalizing old
neighborhoods. In Durham, the credit program
made the restoration and reuse of tobacco and
textile factories possible. Many homeowners
in historic neighborhoods from East Durham
to Watts-Hillandale used tax credits to bring
near derelict old homes back to life. But because

NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

the General Assembly could not agree on the
renewal of the program, state tax credits ended
on Jan. 1, 2015.
Legislators were quick to realize their
mistake. A coalition made up of local government officials, chambers of commerce, historic
preservationists, and neighborhood advocates
came together to press for the renewal of the tax
credit program. Even Gov. McCrory (the former
mayor of Charlotte) was on board. A new tax
credit law was hammered out and passed in this
session. It goes into effect in January 2016.
For residential property owners, the new
program is not as generous as the original.
Where the old tax credit was set at 30% of the
qualifying costs of the project, the new credit
is only 15%. Smaller, it’s true, but still nothing
to sneer at. To be eligible, a historic home must
be individually listed on the National Register
of Historic Places or identified as a “contributing” structure in a National Register Historic
District. All but a few of the houses listed in the
Watts-Hillandale National Register Historic
District are shown as contributing. The project
must be approved by the State Historic Preservation Office in Raleigh and involve the expenditure of at least $10,000 over a two-year period. The new law sets a cap on qualifying project
expenditures at $150,000. Under this cap, the
maximum tax credit is $22,500. So, if you own
a contributing house in the Watts-Hillandale
district and you spend $50,000 on approved
restoration work within a two-year period, you
can get $7,500 back from your state income taxes. And, unlike the old program, which spread
your credit out over five years, you can now take
all of your credit in one year or spread it out over
as many as nine years.
This sounds complicated, but it’s not really. The folks at the State Historic Preservation
Office are extremely helpful. Qualifying rehab
work doesn’t mean Williamsburg-red-velvet-rope style work. It covers all sorts of things
like removing worn-out aluminum siding, fixing
faulty foundations and leaking roofs, and restoring interior plaster and finishes. It will probably
not cover new additions or remodeling kitchens
— but it doesn’t hurt to ask!
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
PHOTOS BY SALLY ADKIN

13th Artwalk a Success
GALIA GOODMAN

The 13th annual Artwalk dawned
under a grey but rainless sky, a bit cool and a bit
windy. It did not keep 16 host homes and their
almost 30 artists from having what was, by all
accounts, an enjoyable and profitable day.
There were new exhibitors and old favorites:
from folk art to fine art, the variety was amazing
and the craftsmanship superb. Represented in this
group were painters, illustrators, print makers,
photographers, sculptors, calligraphy, and metal
work both forged and finely wrought into jewelry of all sorts. There were a variety of fabric
arts, woven and sewn, practical and whimsical.
There were pieces made of recycled and pristine
new materials, each representing the spirit and
personalities of the women and men who work,
live in and love this neighborhood and the others nearby. The youngest artists were under 20
and the oldest over 80: some still in school, some
retired, some professional and some who create
because they can and they will, proving without
a doubt that art and craft are not limited by age
or circumstance.
I am so pleased and proud to count myself
among this group. The WHHN and OWD and
Friends Artwalk will now be entering its 14th
year. With the help of our wonderful and hardworking volunteers (we can always use a few
more!) it will be another successful and creatively
amazing neighborhood experience.
Do mark your calendars for Sunday, Nov. 13th,
2016. No matter what else we know about that
date, two things are certain: There will be amazing and wonderful things to see and buy, and if
the last 13 years are any indication, it will not rain.
Personally, I believe that is Tom Miller’s doing,
but who knows? We’ll have to wait and see!
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These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.
Please contact Dean Michaels at winebydean@gmail.com to reserve space for your ad.

Your full service, AAHA accredited
veterinary hospital for all of your
pet’s life stages.

Donald Hoover, DVM
Practice Owner Since 1992

Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP

Ask about our Wellness Clinic:
No office fee for well pets
$6 Canine Rabies Vaccine
$15 each for other vaccines

Wellness Clinic appointment times
are limited. Please call to schedule.

Offering acupuncture and therapeutic laser services.
Experienced, individualized, progressive care for
your pets.

919-383-5578
www.westsideanimal.com

NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRTS MAKE
GREAT HOLIDAY PRESENTS
A Watts-Hillandale commemorative undergarment is
the perfect gift. The shirts are soft, all-cotton (mostly), and of the finest quality. There are shirts of every
size and color and now we have ladies’ cut shirts
too. If you roll one tightly and put a bright holiday
ribbon around it, it’ll fill the toe of every stocking and
still leave room for the tangerine and candy on top!
Imagine your family’s delight! Shirts are just $12 each.
Contact Tom Miller, the neighborhood’s man in underwear, to arrange for a special showing. Tom’s e-mail
address is tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.

Chispita Maids
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial Cleaning
• Recurring • One Time • Move IN • Move OUT •
+15 years experience • great references

919-698-8027 • Call for Free Estimates

ChispitaMaids@gmail.com

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
ADVERTISEMENT HERE AND
REACH OVER 1,300
NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
$50 PER ISSUE OR $180 PER YEAR
(4 ISSUES)

HELL
Hi, Watts-Hillandale neighbors. We’re just around the corner in Brightleaf
Square, so stop by to see what’s new (or even borrow a cup of sugar).

919-683-1474 • HamiltonHillJewelry.com

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
• Ballet • Lyrical • Jazz
• Modern • Tap
• Hip-Hop • Break Dance
• Belly Dance • African • Salsa
• Swing • Pilates • CardioFunk
• Kids’ classes • & More!

1920 1/2 Perry St, Durham • (919)286-6011
ninthstreetdance.com
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