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NEIGHBORS RECEIVE HERO AWARDS
At a ceremony on Feb.  15,  the Durham 
InterNeighborhood Council named Galia Good-
man and Dean Michaels as Neighborhood Heroes. 
The InterNeighborhood Council is a coopera-
tive organization made up of representatives from 
more than 30 Durham neighborhoods. The Neigh-
borhood Hero Award is the organization’s high-
est honor and is awarded every two or three years. 

The Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighbor-
hood Association nominated Galia for organizing 
the neighborhood’s Art Walk for 12 years run-
ning. Galia is a Durham artist well known for her 
collages and her calligraphy. She hit upon the idea 
of a Watts-Hillandale Art Walk after holding her 
own open studio at home for a number of years. 
The neighborhood has always been home to doz-
ens of painters, potters, printers, photographers, 
jewelry makers, and other seriously creative peo-
ple. By involving them, she created an event the 
whole neighborhood looks forward to and enjoys. 
Under Galia’s leadership, the Watts-Hillandale 
Neighborhood Art Walk has grown from about 
10 sites in 2003 to nearly 20 in Watts-Hillandale 
and Old West Durham this year. 

The association also nominated Dean Michaels 
for his devoted service to the neighborhood’s an-
nual Night of Lights celebration. During the 17 

years that Dean and his wife, Kay, have lived in 
the neighborhood, Dean has either chaired or co-
chaired our Night of Lights celebration at least 
eight times and has volunteered in nearly all the 
other years. Watts-Hillandalers love Night of 
Lights because the display of luminaries is beauti-
ful and because neighbors join together in fun for a 
worthy cause. Dean’s enthusiasm and cheerfulness 
set the tone. Neighbors come to the park in an 
endless procession and Dean greets every one of 
them with a ready smile. Under Dean’s leadership 
through the years, Watts-Hillandalers have do-
nated many tons of food and more than $20,000 
in money gifts to Durham Urban Ministries. 

Both Dean and Galia are quick to point out 
that they do not work alone and that many neigh-
bors volunteer their time and talents to make Art 
Walk and Night of Lights successful. While this 
is certainly true, Galia’s and Dean’s tireless lead-
ership pulls these beloved events together.

The InterNeighborhood Council also named 
Old West Durham neighbors Eric Heidt and 
Ginger Blubaugh Neighborhood Heroes. Both 
have served as officers and members of Old West 
Durham’s neighborhood association board. Eric 
is an architect and has for years served as zoning 
and land use watchdog for the neighborhood, es-
pecially for rezoning and redevelopment of the 
Ninth Street area. Ginger is her neighborhood’s 
unflagging cheerleader. She represents the neigh-
borhood at Partners Against Crime meetings and 
organizes the annual National Night Out event. 
She has also taken over the maintenance of the 
neighborhood’s traffic circle.

To Dean, Galia, Ginger, and Eric we say 
thank you and congratulations. You truly are 
our heroes!

Volunteers Needed for Walking Audit
DEBBIE  HUGHES

Among the things I love most about 
living in this neighborhood is the sight of friends 
and families out for a stroll, waving hello, and stop-
ping to chat with one another. Many of us spend 
hours each week outside with our children (be 
they human or canine), looping the blocks that unite 
us and admiring the beauty of our community. On 
these walks do you ever stop to take note of where 
sidewalks are crumbling or where blind corners 
require you to be extra cautious? Do you avoid 
some routes because you have a hard time pushing 
a stroller or wheelchair through them? Conversely, 
are there areas of the neighborhood that you gravi-
tate towards because they just “feel right”? 

These questions are at the heart of the com-
munity organizing concept known as a “walking 
audit.” A walking audit is a facilitated assessment 
of a neighborhood by stakeholders to assess its 
strengths and weaknesses. Working with an in-
terdisciplinary group of experts, volunteers work 
in teams to collect data about sidewalk conditions, 
pathways, bikeways, visibility of street and traffic 
signs, and other aspects of the neighborhood that 
are meant to encourage safety. It is a great way to 
get out, meet your neighbors, learn more about 
the community, and take ownership of the policy 
decisions that affect how we live.

I would like to organize a WHHN Walking 
Audit. Would you like to join me? Do you know 
anyone who could help guide the process? Email 
me at deborah.hughes08@gmail.com with your 
suggestions and volunteer spirit. Working togeth-
er, we can take account of our neighborhood’s 
needs, and with the information we collect, we 
can present these needs to our city council, and 
maybe influence change for all of Durham!

THE GREAT HUMAN RACE IS COMING
On March 28 at 8 a.m. sharp, the gun 
will sound signaling the start of the 20th 
Great Human Race. Annually presented 
by the Volunteer Center of Durham to 
support area nonprofits, this event will 
traverse streets throughout Watts Hospi-
tal-Hillandale. See the insert inside for a 
map and other key information.

THE WATTS HOSPITAL-HILLANDALE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION



PROTECTING SLIDING DOORS AND WINDOWS
DEAN MICHAELS

Sliding doors,  especially the older ones,  are surprisingly easy to break into. Even 
when they’re locked, a burglar can be inside your home in seconds by popping them off their frame. 
Even with the newer ones, you should take extra precautions to secure them. The simplest thing to 
do is to take a strong dowel, steel bar or 2x4 and slide it into the back groove. With this in place, 
even if the lock is picked, the rod stops the door from sliding. Locking your windows is a no-brainer, 
but with many of the older homes in our neighborhood it’s not that easy, or the locks aren’t secure 
enough. If you have a wooden frame window drill a hole at your desired height above the point where 
the bottom and top meet. Then insert a thick metal pin or a sturdy nail into the hole. This way it’s 
easy to remove and replace anytime you want some fresh air! Also remember to check window air 
conditioning units. If you can jimmy the window up from the outside, add a stopper to that frame as 
well. Remember, if it looks suspicious, it probably is — call 911.

Safety Corner
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BOBBY AND SUMMER ALSTON at Bellevue Avenue are very happy to introduce BRENNA 
SKYE, born on Dec. 10, 2014 at Duke University Hospital. She was a healthy 7lbs 5oz and is doing 
exceptionally well. Mom and Dad are still getting used to the late night feedings but keep an eye on 
the near future when there will be many fun days at Oval Park.

ANDRÉS AND TERESA ARAGONESES and their lovely daughter EGARA came a very 
long way from their homeland in Terrassa, Spain (near Barcelona) to arrive here last December. The 
family first discovered the neighborhood in 2012 when Andres came to conduct research at Duke 
University. Then and still today they appreciate this quiet neighborhood with its close proximity to 
Duke and downtown. Andrés is a physicist at Duke and Teresa served both as a teacher and museum 
manager prior to her move to Durham. Egara is a fourth grade student at E.K. Powe and is 9 years old.

In April 2014 BECCA STOKES, BEN, AND HARPER ECKSTEIN moved from Boston to 
Durham. By February’s end they will finally settle into their recently purchased home on Wilson. Both 
Ben and Becca are social workers and the new home is especially convenient for Ben, whose private 
practice is on Broad Street. Becca is the clinical director of Veritas Collaborative, a specialty hospital 
for the treatment of eating disorders. Their 19-month-old daughter Harper looks forward to making 
friends in her new neighborhood and cannot wait to announce the birth of her sister who is due in June.

JEFF, LAUREN, AND DAVIS MILLER of 1408 Virginia have had an exciting year. In May 
they were able to move back into their renovated home, beautifully executed by neighbor David Parker 
and his team at Riverbank. Though they were only away for six months, it felt like forever. “We are 
thrilled to be back in the ‘hood!” In November the thrill was expanded exponentially with the birth 
of their second child, daughter LIZA JAYNE.

ALESHA DAUGHTREY AND PETER RAABE of 2402 W. Club Blvd. have very exciting 
news! Their first daughter, ABBY, was born on Jan. 6 — a 12th Night baby! Everyone is healthy 
and strong even if they are all still adjusting to a new ‘normal.’ Abby is looking forward to the time 
when she gets to play with her neighbors in some of the great Watts Hospital-Hillandale playgrounds 
and to splash around with friends in the Ellerbe Creek.

2014–2015 NEIGHBORHOOD  
OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERSComings & Goings

If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact  
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com



NIGHT OF LIGHTS HAS RECORD WEEKEND
DEAN MICHAELS

It’s hard to imagine having a more successful weekend of luminary 
sales than we had in 2013, but thanks to the many neighbors who came out 
to support WHHNA’s efforts, we did just that! Despite a repeat of 2013’s 
rainy Saturday — which appears to be a tradition unto itself — the sales 
of luminaries and the Sunday weather could not have been better. With 
our coffers replenished, the neighborhood has sufficient funds to cover 
expenditures for this upcoming year.

I would once again like to thank the many board members and other 
volunteers who gave so much of their time during the busy holiday season 
to make our event such a success: Tom and Edith Harris, Clare Adkin, 

Ted Outwater, Heather Gundac, Steve 
and Edie Cohn, Michelle DeRose, Bar-
bara Imboden, Anne Fitzgerald, Kath-
ryn Washburn, Pamela Kachurin, Kevin 
Young, Julie Lanser, Eva Mills, Alex 
Hartman, Tom Miller, Natalie Gruener, 
Meredith Emmett, Chris Church, Cyn-
thia Rider and Evan McCormick. Special 
thanks to the Willer family for the last 
minute use of their home and the storing 
of supplies and food and to Hailey Zister, 
who once again baked a beautiful tray of 
cupcakes. Those wonderful cupcakes 

sustained many of us throughout the day. 
Once finished she donated her $25 in sales to the Food Pantry. Thanks 
Hailey for reminding us that everyone can make a difference!  

EMAIL LIST AND WEBSITE REVIVED
JAMIE  GRUENER

The evening of Jan. 19,  the old WHHNA mailing list went away, 
never to be revived. The WHHNA Board had received notice that the host 
RTPnet would be wrapping up services at the end of 2014 and received 
an official 30-day reprieve, but our luck ran out. The systems running our 
mailing list didn’t make it that long and the careful, considered and reasoned 
approach to replacing the list became a mad dash to get back online.

Leading up to this, the board had reviewed a number of options includ-
ing Yahoo! Groups, Google Groups, Nextdoor.com and other web-based 
solutions. When the list died, the board agreed to create a Google Group 
for the new mailing list. This provided a couple of key benefits, namely the 
ability to add users in bulk (all 1,758 of them), an address with our own 
domain of whhna.org, and no ads. A hearty thanks goes to neighbor Griffin 
Myers, who took a copy of the list of subscribers from April of 2014 and 
wrote a script to produce a current list of members by reading through all 
of the subscribe/unsubscribe emails since.

About a week after the list flew the coop, our website, whhna.org, also 
evaporated. Fortunately, another neighbor who built the original website, 

Chris Church, made a full backup of the site shortly after the mailing list 
went away. The site has since found a new home and is up and running. 
Many thanks to Chris for his help.

The new list’s address is whhna-list@whhna.org. To join or modify your 
list membership, go to groups.whhna.org and click “Browse all.” Choose 
among four email delivery options: All mail delivered as it comes; combined 
updates of 25 messages each; daily summary with links to individual messag-
es; and no email delivery, view content on the web. If you run into troubles, 
email admin@whhna.org or visit whhna.org/list for more information.

WHEELS AT WESTOVER TO COME IN MAY
JAMES UMBANHOWAR 

Neighbors are invited to celebrate National Bike Month this year 
in WHH. Wheels at Westover will occur at, you guessed it, Westover Park 
on Saturday, May 16 from 12–3 p.m. Take this opportunity to get your bike 
and yourself ready. Mechanics from the Durham Bike Co-op and several bike 
shops will be on hand to help you quickly get your bike into riding shape. 
There will be instruction for adults and children on how to bike safely. The 
Co-op will also help you clean out your shed if you have a bicycle that is 
no longer being used that you want to donate as a tax deductible donation. 
Other local bicycle organizations will be on hand to talk about where to 
bike in Durham for transport or recreation. Finally, it will be another great 
opportunity to get to know your neighbors. We hope to see you there.

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events
Apr. 2   First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., at Oval Park

Apr. 4  Movies in the Park, around 8 p.m., at Oval Park

Apr. 7   Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Molly Stanifer, 2881 Woodrow

May 2  Movies in the Park, around 8 p.m., at Oval Park

May 5  Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Galia Goodman, 1301 Alabama

May 7  First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., at Oval Park

May 16  Wheels at Westover, 12–3 p.m., at Westover 
Park 

Jun. 2  Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the 
home of Gabriela Matthews, 1910 Meeting

Jun. 4  First Thursday food trucks, 5–8 p.m., at Oval Park

Jun. 6  Movies in the Park, around 8 p.m., at Oval Park
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NIGHT OF LIGHTS 
BY THE NUMBERS 
$2,650 ($2,128 in 2013)
raised by luminary sales  

and memberships

$4,300 ($4,100 in 2013)
raised for the Community 

Kitchen and a truck load of 
food to boot

$1,580
in renewals and new 

memberships
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Development Round-up
The SUNTRUST BANK  branch office on 
Hillsborough Road in front of Kroger will soon 
be demolished to make way for a new business. 
There is speculation that the new tenant may 
be Dunkin’ Donuts, but the shopping center’s 
managers would not confirm that. SunTrust will 
move its branch into the main shopping center 
building behind Chick-fil-A. If Dunkin’ does 
take the bank spot, it will certainly confirm 
West Durham as the regional doughnut capital. 
In December, Monuts Donuts opened in the old 
Magnolia Grill location on Ninth Street and in 
February, KRISPY KREME  opened a new 
shop on Hillsborough Road just west of 15-501 
by-pass. When the “Hot Doughnuts” sign went 
on the first time, traffic on the busy thoroughfare 
came to a standstill. Even today, police have to be 
called in just to keep the cars moving. Imagine, 
police at a donut shop!

A little further east, architect and neighbor 
Coby Linton has begun to rehab the building he 
owns at the corner of Hillsborough and Trent. 
Many will remember the long-vacant structure 
as the location of Jim’s Party Store and later, Sal-
amandre restaurant. Soon, the front part of the 
building will be the new home of an expanded 
COCOA-CINNAMON, while the back part 
of the building will house LINTON ARCHI-
TECTS. The first job was to pull off the ram-
shackle porches and wooden awnings added to 
the building in the 1970s and 80s. “I knew there 
was a lovely old brick box under all those layers, 
and confess that it was incredibly satisfying to 
peel them away,” said Linton. He hopes to open 
his new offices mid-summer and expects the im-
mensely popular Cocoa-Cinnamon to open in the 
late summer or early fall. These businesses, along 
with Gregoria’s and Ebb & Flow, may create a 
critical mass sufficient to stimulate accelerated 
commercial redevelopment in the Trent-Hills-
borough area. 

Still further east, at Hillsborough and 15th 
Street, the finishing touches are being applied to 
the conversion of the old gas station across from 
Grey Stone Church. The building is slated to 
become a NEW CONVENIENCE STORE, 
but not without controversy. The church objects 

to possible alcohol and tobacco product sales so 
close to the church’s campus. The store backs up 
to houses on Rosehill Avenue and, because the 
property was developed many years ago, there are 
no buffers. The North Carolina Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission has broad discretion in 
permitting cases and may consider neighborhood 
impacts.

On Ninth Street, 13 business owners have 
taken advantage of the city’s offer of FAÇADE 
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS. A few of the 
businesses, like Bruegger’s and Blue Corn Café, 
received small grants of less than $3,000 to dress 
up their signage. Others, like Dain’s Place and 
Atelier N Fine Jewelry (actually on Perry Street, 
around the corner), received larger grants, around 
$15,000, to improve building facades. The pro-
gram was created many years ago to stimulate the 
rebirth of downtown. When the city decided to 
introduce fees and strict enforcement for public 
parking on Ninth, they also expanded the façade 
grants program to businesses in the area. In Feb-
ruary, the management at the Shops at Erwin Mill 
restricted the parking lot in front of Harris Tee-
ter to customers of the businesses there.  Signs 
now threaten to tow shoppers’ cars even if they 
visit an Erwin Mill store before walking over to 
Ninth. While the parking issue is still touchy, it 
is undoubtedly true that the new plantings, side-
walks, lighting, landscaping, and trash receptacles 
installed as a part of the city’s street improvement 
project have dressed up the Ninth Street business 
district. The money spent on façade improvements 
will only make the area look better. 

Speaking of looking better, the historic 
WHITMORE BAKERY BUILDING  at 
Ninth and Markham has emerged from its scaf-
folding with its façade beautifully restored. The 
building belongs to Cam and Karen McDonald. 
They brought in Scott Harmon’s Center Studio 
Architecture to guide them through the design 
and rehab process. The project was one of the 
last to squeeze under the wire as the General As-
sembly let North Carolina’s successful historic 
rehabilitation tax credit program expire at the 
end of 2014. Jerry Gambill of Pickett-Sprouse 
Real Estate says that the building has been leased 
to VINTAGE HOME SOUTH, an inde-
pendently-owned retail shop selling vintage and 

vintage-inspired furniture, home décor, and one-
of-a-kind items. Owner Jennifer Devlin plans 
to open in late June or early July. The building 
also contains two residential apartments upstairs. 
Both are spacious two-bedroom units although 
one is a little larger than the other. They feature 
high ceilings, hardwood floors, bead-board walls, 
washer-dryer, modern fixtures, and stunning 
views of the Ninth Street area. Rentals are being 
handled by Kevin Davis of Acorn+Oak Property 
Management.

At 1116 Broad St., CAROLINA CON-
SIGNMENT SHOP held its grand opening 
at the end of January after a “soft opening” in 
November. The store is located between Oval 
Park Grille and Watts Grocery in the 1950s 
building that began life as a Colonial Stores su-
permarket and later was an Eckerd’s Drug Store 
for many years. The consignment shop is owned 
by Chelsea Barnhardt and new Watts-Hillandale 
neighbor Mike Cole. The shop is full of antiques, 
high-quality furnishings, and decorative items 
offered on consignment. Chelsea and Mike also 
handle estate sales and have invited local artists 
and vendors to display and sell their wares. They 
try hard to have items for every taste and price 
range. The space was slated to become Tonic, a 
bar companion to Oval Park Grille, but OPG 
owner Greg DeMarchi decided to sublease it to 
Barnhardt and Cole while he and his partners 
concentrate on their successful restaurant ven-
ture. Many will know Mike Cole as the owner 
of CHARLIE’S PUB  on Ninth Street. The 
owners of the building where Charlie’s is locat-
ed plan to lease it to a new business. They have 
allowed the popular bar and restaurant to stay on 
while the search for tenants continues. 

Finally, the newly opened, high-end apartment 
complex, CRESCENT NINTH STREET, 
has already changed hands. The Berkshire Group, 
a real estate investment firm based in Boston, 
bought the 300-plus unit property for a report-
ed $77 million. The group has also purchased a 
similar Crescent property at Cameron Village in 
Raleigh for $76.8 million. Berkshire plans to buy 
more Crescent properties, including the 200-plus 
unit CRESCENT MAIN  at Main and 15th 
Street. The total value of the package is reported 
to be $700 million dollars.

The Heart of the
Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at www.whhna.org
The Heart of the
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Neighborhood
Monuts Rezoning
TOM MILLER

In February,  the Durham Planning Commis-
sion heard two requests concerning the new Ninth 
Street location of Monuts, the popular local dough-
nut shop and restaurant. The first request was to 
amend the Durham Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
to change the designation of the lot just north of 
the building from residential to commercial. The 
second and related request was to change zoning 
of that lot and the lots where the building and its 
parking are located from “residential and neighbor-
hood commercial” to “neighborhood commercial 
with a development plan.” The request to amend 
the comprehensive plan is necessary because the 
property owner wants to expand to the additional 
lot to provide for more parking, outdoor seating, 
and a fire exit on the north side of the building. The 
building, erected before buffers between residen-
tial and commercial uses were required, is located 
only one foot from the property line. 

The property has long been an island of com-
mercial zoning surrounded by the Old West 
Durham neighborhood. The issue in the case has 
always been whether such an island should be al-
lowed to expand at the expense of the residential 
zoning around it. The Monuts building was origi-
nally built in the 1920s as a neighborhood grocery 
store. At the time, there were relatively few cars 
and no effective in-home food storage. Neighbor-
hood groceries were a public necessity. Times 
changed, however, and commercial islands in res-
idential neighborhoods became unnecessary and, 
when not appropriately buffered, inappropriate. 

Old West Durham leaders are justifiably con-
cerned about the pressure burgeoning commercial 
development in the Ninth Street area is placing on 
their neighborhood. They are reluctant to see any 
expansion of commercial uses along Ninth Street 
north of the Green Street boundary that separates 
the neighborhood from the expanding commer-
cial area to the south. Nonetheless, they worked 
with the Monuts property’s owners and their 
land use planner to fashion a compromise that 
would accommodate Monuts’ needs while pro-
viding buffers and controls to make commercial 
use of the property a better neighbor to nearby 
homes. The developers have agreed that the lot to 

the north will be used only for required buffers, 
outdoor seating for no more than 50 people, and 
very limited additional parking. The property 
may not be used for building expansion.

At the hearing before the Planning Commis-
sion, an Iredell Street neighbor noted that unlike 
the former tenant of the property, Magnolia Grill, 
Monuts keeps very long hours and attracts way 
more patrons than the available off-street parking 
can contain. He noted that patrons now park on 
Iredell Street, changing the peace and quiet to 
which he and his neighbors were accustomed. He 
expressed concern about the noise 50 outdoor pa-
trons might make on a warm summer night. After 
a little prompting by the commission, the devel-
oper’s representative agreed to limit the hours of 
operation for the outdoor seating to 9 or 10 p.m.

The commission voted to send the request 
forward to the city council with a favorable 
recommendation on condition that the develop-
ers amend the development plan to include the 
limited hours. The city council may consider the 
Monuts rezoning as early as March.

Old West Durham leaders view this case as 
exceptional — a one-time change appropriate 
only because it stabilizes the boundaries between 
this unusual and historical commercial island and 
its neighbors. The neighborhood views Green 
Street as the firm boundary between commer-
cial and residential uses on Ninth Street. This is a 
wise policy — one the city should formally adopt.

Three New Homes Mark End to  
Zoning Question
Durham builder Steve Frasher is 
putting the finishing touches to three new bun-
galows on Arrowhead Drive. The construction 
of these three homes marks a happy end to a trou-
bling zoning issue concerning the property that 
began a year ago.

The property in question is a roughly one-acre 
parcel fronting on Arrowhead Drive and backing 
up on Hillandale Road. In March 2014, the neigh-
borhood learned that a medical clinic wanted to 
buy the vacant property and have it rezoned to ac-
commodate new medical offices. After consulting 
with the neighbors in the area, the neighborhood 

association informed the clinic’s owners that the 
community wanted to see the property devel-
oped as homes, not medical offices. The proposal 
to rezone the property was abandoned. Frasher 
acquired the property in June and divided it into 
three building lots under the existing residential 
zoning. Construction began in the fall.

Each house is a bungalow design by Raleigh 
architect David Maurer and his group, Tightlines 
Designs. The firm specializes in compact, efficient 
traditional designs suited for urban infill. The 
chosen one-and-a-half story design has strong 
roots in the residential architecture of the 1920s 
and 30s — a good choice for residential infill in 
Durham’s older neighborhoods.

The Arrowhead houses are each only about 25 
feet wide, but actually quite roomy. They contain 
three bedrooms and two baths in 1,530 square 
feet. Each house has a two-car detached carport. 
The houses will go on the market in mid-March 
with Frasher-Whaley Realty Group. Steve 
Frasher says he already has a list of interested 
prospects. Watts-Hillandalers will soon wel-
come new neighbors to these homes.

Hillandale Golf Course to Continue  
in Good Hands
In  January,  City Manager Tom Bonfield 
briefed the city council on the excellent job Karl 
Kimball and his firm, Amerazil Golf, are doing 
with Hillandale Golf Course. Watts-Hillandal-
ers will remember that in 2011, the future of the 
golf course looked bleak. The charitable trust that 
owned the course had run out of money and for 
a few months the course even threatened to shut 
down. Bonfield leapt into action and negotiated 
with SunTrust Bank, the trustee, to have the city 
take ownership of the course as a city asset. With 
the full backing of the city council and strong sup-
port of this neighborhood, Bonfield set the course 
up as an enterprise fund similar to the Carolina 
Theatre and the DPAC. 

Kimball’s firm entered into a contract with the 
city to get the course back on its feet again — and 
that wasn’t easy. During the months the course 
was closed, routine upkeep was not performed 
and little problems grew into big ones. Kimball 

NOTABLE  
HAPPENINGS  
IN OUR NECK OF  
THE WOODSNeighborhood

(continued on page 6)
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got the course running again. He renovated the 
greens, remodeled and reopened the grill area, 
and rebuilt public confidence in the course. In 
all, his firm has put $500,000 into the property.

Kimball is committed to Hillandale’s origi-
nal mission — to make a quality golf experience 
available to ordinary citizens by removing the 
financial and social barriers that prevent many 
from playing. At Hillandale, you can still play 
a round of golf for as little as $29 — even less if 
you are a senior. His HEARTS program makes 
golf available for free for kids in Duke Hospital’s 
Pediatric Blood and Marrow Transplant Program 
and their families. Professional instruction is 
available for everybody at very reasonable cost 
and signups have already begun for the course’s 
Summer Junior Golf Academy for kids.

Kimball’s new contract is for five years with 
two five year extensions. This is good news for 
the whole Durham community. Hillandale Golf 
Course is our golf course. Its green expanses en-
hance our lives. We share responsibility for its 
stewardship. Take advantage of it! If you don’t 
play, have lunch at the grill. The hot dogs are great!

Summit Church Outgrows Club  
Mosaic Church Buildings
Last fall, the Summit Church moved 
their regular services from the Mosaic Church on 
Club Boulevard to the Carolina Theatre down-
town. The Club Boulevard church buildings 
were originally built in the 1950s as Westwood 
Baptist Church, but in recent years they have 
become the campus of Mosaic Church. For the 
last decade or so, Mosaic made their sanctuary 
available to the popular and growing Summit 
Church, a multi-site congregation associated 
with the Southern Baptist Convention. 

When Summit held its services on Sundays, 
Club Boulevard near its intersection with Caroli-
na Avenue used to get pretty busy. The parking lot 
behind the church filled quickly and church mem-
bers parked up and down the street for blocks. The 
church was a good neighbor, though; they put out 
cones to prevent people from blocking neighbors’ 
driveways and they hired police to control traffic 
and protect pedestrians. The Mosaic sanctuary 
became too small to accommodate even multiple 
services, however, so Summit moved to a larger 
auditorium in the Carolina Theatre downtown.

Although Club is a little quieter now on 
Sunday mornings, Mosaic Church, a diverse and 

growing congregation, is thriving. Lead pastor 
Dan Johnson has made his church an integral 
part of the neighborhood by making the church 
buildings available for neighborhood functions. 
His congregation volunteers on the Fourth of July 
and hands out candy on Halloween. 

Protest Petition Rights Under  
Assault Again
TOM MILLER

When the North Carolina General As-
sembly began its 2015 session on Jan. 28, neighbor-
hood leaders were put on notice to expect another 
bill to repeal a neighbor’s time-honored right to 
oppose a rezoning with an official protest petition. 

Under state law, if the owners of 5 percent of 
the 100-foot ring of property surrounding land to 
be rezoned file a formal protest petition, it takes a 
super majority of three-quarters of the city council 
to pass the rezoning. The protest petition right in 
North Carolina is as old as zoning itself. The right 
was part of the legislation passed by the General 
Assembly in 1923 giving cities the right to regulate 
land use by zoning. A protest petition right pro-
tects a neighbor’s investment in his own property 
and his reasonable expectations in the stability of 
the regulatory environment. When neighbors file 
a protest petition, it is a signal that the proposed 
rezoning deserves special scrutiny by elected offi-
cials. Protest petitions often lead to more thought-
ful results in zoning cases and better buffering and 
protections between incompatible uses. The pro-
test petition right levels the playing field between 
ordinary citizens trying to protect their homes and 
powerful developers who can afford attorneys and 
land planners to advance their interests.

During the last two sessions of the General 
Assembly, the North Carolina Homebuilders As-
sociation and its allies have pressured legislators 
to repeal the protest petition right in North Car-
olina. Bills doing so have almost passed, but at the 
last minute the right was restored before the final 
legislation was adopted. Each year, a storm of 
e-mail messages to legislators from neighborhood 
advocates across the state helped turn the tide. 

This year, there are legislators who would 
like to end the annual fight over protest petitions 
by passing compromise legislation that would 
weaken the right without eliminating it. One 
proposal under discussion would raise the thresh-
old for signing from 5 percent of the owners of 
neighboring property to 25 percent. It would 

also reduce the supermajority required to pass 
a protested rezoning from three-quarters of the 
city council to two-thirds. Getting the owners 
of 5 percent to sign can be difficult. Getting the 
owners of 25 percent to sign would in many cases 
be impossible. Another proposal would set the 
new threshold at 15 percent — a more reasonable 
number. Energy spent on compromise may be 
wasted, however, if the powerful Homebuilders 
Association will not participate. 

And if the assault on the protest petition right 
were not bad enough, we are told to expect a 160-
page bill from the North Carolina Bar Association 
that will completely rewrite the state’s zoning 
statutes. While the Bar Association bill is not sup-
posed to contain anything controversial and does 
not include a protest petition repeal provision, we 
are told that it does contain provisions that would 
limit a neighborhood’s ability to petition for a 
rezoning on an equal footing with developers. 

We are lucky that two of the most active cham-
pions of the rights of ordinary citizens in zoning 
matters in the General Assembly are Durham’s 
Sen. Mike Woodard and Rep. Graig Meyer.

Neighborhood Houses Portrayed in 
New Book of Photographs
Durham photographer Jesse Moore 
has produced a book of pictures of Old West 
Durham and Watts-Hillandale houses called 
Bungalows. The photographs are not conven-
tional architectural portraits, however. Instead, 
Moore has carefully composed his shots to invite 
questions about what is not shown, whether it 
might be beyond the fence, through the window, 
or around behind. More often than not, he has 
selected as his subject a corner of a house, a dis-
tant open garage, or a window with the shade 
drawn. Moore is attracted to overgrown shrubs, 
old automobiles, closed gates, and the vanishing 
ends of walks and drives. 

None of the 100 or so photographs bears a 
caption — not even an address. The pages are 
unnumbered. The narrative is contained entirely 
in the images. Concerning them all, he only says 
“The following photographs were taken between 
2010 and 2013 in Durham, North Carolina.” To 
Watts-Hillandalers, the houses are familiar, but 
the views are compelling and entirely new. The 
book is a must-have for west Durham denizens 
and any lover of fine pictures. It is available at 
Letters Bookshop on Main Street, downtown.

The Heart of the Neighborhood (continued from page 5)



These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us. 
Please contact Dean Michaels at winebydean@gmail.com to reserve space for your ad.

 

Your full service, AAHA accredited 
veterinary hospital for all of your 

pet’s life stages. 
 

              Donald Hoover, DVM 
   Practice Owner Since 1992 
              Maia Broussard, DVM, CVA, CCRP 
  

 Ask about our Wellness Clinic: 
         No office fee for well pets 
         $6 Canine Rabies Vaccine 
       $15 each for other vaccines 
      Wellness Clinic appointment times 
      are limited.  Please call to schedule. 

 
Offering acupuncture and therapeutic laser services.  

Experienced, individualized, progressive care for  
your pets. 

 

 

 
919-383-5578 

www.westsideanimal.com 
 

720 Ninth Street  919 286-2700
www.regulatorbookshop.com

“The neighborhood’s bookstore since 1976”
HELL

Hi, Watts-Hillandale neighbors. We’re just around the corner in Brightleaf 
Square, so stop by to see what’s new (or even borrow a cup of sugar).

919-683-1474 • HamiltonHillJewelry.com
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E.K. POWE HOSTING SPRING CARNIVAL
Greetings,  Watts - Hillandale neighbors!  Mark your calendars and save-the-date for… 
F-U-N! The E.K. Powe Spring Carnival will take place on May 30 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come and enjoy live 
music and entertainment, exciting games and activities, and amazing arts and crafts. Peruse the phenomenal 
silent auction items donated by local businesses and chow down on delicious food truck fare. Can’t wait to 
see you there…

BOARD DONATES FUNDS TO ECWA, TRAFFIC CIRCLES
In January, the WHHNA board voted to renew donations of $1,000 for the Ellerbe Creek Watershed 
Association and of $100 for each of the two gardeners who maintain our neighborhood’s traffic circles. Both 
donations help beautify the neighborhood and support and sustain the natural environment within our community. 

Thank you to the many neighbors who participated in Ellerbe Creek cleanup and trail maintenance in the 
17 Acre Woods for our WHH’s Stewardship Day in February. Thanks also go to Ruth Ferguson and Susan 
Trabka for continuing to landscape the traffic circles at Sprunt and Maryland and Sunset and Delaware. 

IRVIN G. FULTON 
TOM MILLER

The Watts - Hillandale neighborhood marks with sadness the death of Irvin G. Fulton on 
Feb. 6. He was 93. 

Irvin and his wife, Doris, lived in the neighborhood for more than 60 years. They raised their family in 
their home on Sunset Avenue. Doris Fulton died in 2010. Irvin came to Durham from Greensboro in 1942 
and met Doris on a blind date. They were married the following year. 

He was an engineer with Wright Machinery Company for 45 years. She was a homemaker and a floral de-
signer at Sanders Florists on Broad Street. The Fultons were big supporters of their neighborhood. They and 
their children were involved in the annual Fourth of July Parade in the early years and Irvin and Doris continued 
to support the event after their children were grown. The Fultons helped organize the neighborhood association 
in 1984 and were always among the first to renew their memberships every year thereafter. The neighborhood 
we love is the neighborhood they created. We honor their memory with a vow to continue their stewardship.

EVELYN WEBSTER UPCHURCH
GALIA GOODMAN

Evelyn Webster Upchurch, age 91, died peacefully Sunday, Nov. 30, 2014 at the Roxboro Nursing 
Center. A native of Durham, she was born April 7, 1923 to the late Hildred and Maude Whitfield Webster. 

She and her husband, Rupert Truette Upchurch, lived next door 
to us on Alabama Avenue, and after Truette’s death she became 
more neighborly, often sharing gardening advice and opinions over 
the fence with us. 

According to Glenn Bookhout, her neighbor on the other side, 
she and Truette were long-time residents of Watts-Hillandale 
and Evelyn especially was a dedicated gardener. We very much 
enjoyed our frequent interactions with Evelyn, who had a wicked 
sense of humor and a bright and observant eye. She often dropped 
by neighborhood events such as the Fourth of July parade, the Art 
Walk, and the Hogwarts Open Houses on Halloween. We were 
saddened when poor health and memory loss caused her to move 
to the Roxboro nursing home several years before her death. 

Anyone wishing to honor her memory is invited to make a con-
tribution to Seeds or to the charity of their choice. 

Community News (continued from page 3)


