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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” —Winston Churchill

Brighten the Winter Solstice on the
Night of Lights

CANNED FOOD DRIVE MAKES NIGHT OF LIGHTS SHINE!

TO M M I L L E R

celebration has always been closely linked to our
neighborhood drive to collect food and money
for the Community Café of Urban Ministries of
Durham (formerly called the “Community Kitchen”). Over the years we have collected many tons
of food and thousands of dollars for our Durham
neighbors most in need. Last year we filled the
bed of a pickup truck with canned goods and
staples and collected a little more than $4,100
in cash — our best year ever. This year let’s top
that record!
The Community Café serves thousands of hot
meals to people who are homeless or who have
nowhere else to turn. During this year alone, the
café has served, on average, 664 meals a day! It
uses the canned goods, staples, and bulk items
we give to make nutritious meals for people who
would otherwise go hungry. It is a service at the
most basic level. It is fitting that we who enjoy
warm homes and plenty to eat share our abundance with our neighbors who have so little.

T h i s y e a r , W at ts - H i l l a n da l e ’ s
Night of Lights falls on Sunday, Dec. 21, the
Winter Solstice and the longest night of the
year. According to the almanac, there will also
be a new moon on the 21st, making it the darkest
night of the year. Thousands of candles gleaming
along our streets on the longest, darkest night of
the year — there is poetry in that.
To show the neighborhood at its best, Night
of Lights requires 100% neighborhood participation. We need lights in every home. It doesn’t
take much effort and the cost, just fifty cents per
luminaria, has never gone up. There are no rules.
You can fire up 30 or just a modest six along
the curb in front of your house. In some blocks,
neighbors pool their resources and line the street.
Often neighbors give luminaria to their neighbors
as holiday gifts or put lights in front of the homes
where neighbors are away. Lights displayed at
every home make a beautiful show of harmony
and unity.
The bags, candles, and sand needed for your
luminaria will be on sale at the picnic shelter at the
southern end of Oval Park on Saturday, Dec. 20 and
Sunday, Dec. 21, from noon until 5 p.m.

When you purchase your supplies, use the occasion to renew your neighborhood membership
(members get an extra two luminaria free). Also,
drop off your gifts of canned goods and money for
the Community Café. These gifts make the lights
we display shine even more brightly!
Every year, the listserv hums with questions
(continued on page 8)

Our Watts-Hillandale Night of Lights

WHAT CAN YOU GIVE?
These are the things the Community Café needs
most:
Canned Meats:
Ham, poultry, Spam, and tuna
Canned Vegetables:
Navy beans, green beans, corn, carrots, yams,
tomatoes, and tomato sauce
Canned Fruits:
Peaches, pears, grapefruit, oranges, and pineapples
Staples and Dry Goods:
Rice, sugar, coffee, creamer, cream of mushroom and cream of chicken soup, ketchup,
mustard, and mayonnaise
Paper Products:
9” paper plates, napkins, paper towels, dish
washing detergent
AND MONEY — perhaps most of all, the Community Café needs money. Money to pay the
utility bills, to repair refrigerators and other
appliances, and to buy items not covered by
in-kind donations. Make checks to “UMD Community Cafe.”
Drop your gifts of money and canned goods
off when you buy your luminaria supplies at
Oval Park or drop them off on the porch of Tom
Miller, 1110 Virginia Avenue, or Dean Michaels,
2500 Indian Trail. Thanks!

I’d like to thank everyone who
made this year’s WHH/OWD
Art Walk a success. K Brown
and his sign crew; Sally Adkin
and Brandee Gruener, PR
mavens extraordinaire; and
Meredith Emmett, who picked
up the slack in a number
of areas, were particularly
wonderful. Others too many
to remember at this moment
were also a big help. I hope to
see more of you all next year
for the 13th annual Art Walk!
— Galia Goodman
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Comings & Goings
If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com
AMY MILLER moved to WHH this past June after living 20 years in Miami. She is self-employed
and works from her home at 2301 Englewood Ave. Amy’s business, Manageability (www.manage-ability.net), offers meeting and event planning, project coordination, association management,
and editorial and administrative services nationwide. Amy enjoys film (her daughter works for Full
Frame), music (her daughter’s boyfriend works for Duke Performances), cooking and dining out,
politics and social issues, arts and nature. She is hoping to find a dachshund to share her new home.
FERGUS, JANA, SAIBH (almost 3) and MAISIE (almost 1) BRADLEY live on W. Woodrow
St. Fergus is co-owner of James Joyce Irish Pub, Federal, Alivia’s Durham Bistro, Social Games & Brews
and Liv’s food truck. Jana is new to staying at home and enjoys coming up with entertaining kid activities
and volunteering for favorite local groups. She’s also one of the founders of the League of Upper Extremity
Wrestling Women of Durham (aka LUEWWD) — yes, you read that right —somewhat theatrical,
philanthropic ladies’ arm wrestling in support of Durham nonprofits serving women and girls. They have
three cats (Lilly, Cody and Mau) and an extremely geriatric, but still fabulous, rabbit named Wilbur.
MIKE SCHMIDT and wife MICHELLE moved into their home at 1412 Pennsylvania Ave. about
three months ago. They originally rented on Virgie Street, but were lucky enough to find their dream
home on Pennsylvania. Michelle and Mike are both originally from Michigan and moved down here so
he could attend physical therapy school at Duke University. He is now a physical therapist working at
Duke. His wife is obtaining her master’s degree in environmental engineering at NC State. “We are
excited to have purchased a home in the area and continue to love living in the neighborhood,” Mike says.

Safety Corner
PREVENTING BREAK-INS
DEAN MICHAELS

Experts agree there are many ways we can make ourselves and our homes less of a
target for crime and break-ins. Over the next several months, we’ll focus on what many consider to
be the Top 10 — especially when it comes to home break-ins.
To prevent break-ins from happening to you, there are a few things you need to keep in mind.
Chances are home break-ins occur during the day when most people are at work. You might also
be surprised to learn that a great percentage of those break-ins weren’t forced entries, meaning the
criminals came in through an unlocked door or window. To keep intruders out of your home there
are plenty of solutions that require no money at all — just some common sense.
TIP #1: DON’T BE A SHOW OFF

Don’t leave things lying around your yard or in plain sight from the road. You may be unwittingly
luring thieves onto your property. First, if you have a bicycle or scooter that someone could easy to
walk away with, roll it inside or into your garage. Also, after purchasing a new television or other
pricey electronics or appliance, don’t leave the box out beside the trash can or recycling bin. You’re
just advertising. It may also leave them wondering what other goodies are inside your home.
Are you showing off too much to people walking by your house as well? Open up your curtains,
blinds or shades and stroll around outside of the house and see what’s visible. If you have a number
of expensive items within plain sight or near windows, think about doing a minor redesign to move
them out of view or keep your curtains and blinds closed.
Always remember — if it looks suspicious, it probably is. Don’t hesitate to dial 911.
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Community News
WHHNA REVIEWS BUSY YEAR AT
ANNUAL MEETING
WHHNA BOARD

The WHHNA had a busy and productive year , which
neighbors reflected on and discussed at the WHHNA annual membership
meeting at the Mosiac Church in October. At the meeting, Board President
Jamie Gruener gave a recap of the year’s major events, including:
• The transfer of PARADE duties to a new newsletter editor, designer
and director of advertising
• WHHNA sponsorship of EK Powe Elementary’s Spring Carnival
• Opposition of the Arrowhead Rezoning proposal
• The planting of bushes as barriers around the Oval Park playground
• The establishment of a garden fund to support the work of volunteers
who keep traffic circles looking great year round
• Success in getting the speed limit reduced on portions of West Sprunt
• Support for and sponsorship of Old West Durham’s Movies in the Park
• Creation of the Bike Committee to ensure engagement with other
groups in the city
The assembled members heard reports on the state of rezoning requests
in the area, and briefly debated the costs borne by the neighborhood to
host our amazing, but totally unofficial, Halloween festivities. Other topics included the work of the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association, the
Club Boulevard traffic calming proposal, an invitation to participate in a
community holiday choir, and the Art Walk held in November.
At this meeting, members received the Nominating Committee’s slate
of candidates for the 2014–2015 Board without objection or debate. Debbie Hughes moved to the role of vice president from her former role as
secretary. Board member Leila Keen became the board secretary. Volker
Blum, Galia Goodman, Gabriella Matthews and Molly Stannifer joined
as new board members.
Outgoing board members Diane Zimmerman, Clare Adkins and immediate past president Larry Chapman were thanked for their service to
the neighborhood.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ELLERBE
CREEK STEWARDSHIP DAY ON FEB. 21
WHHNA BOARD

Please join the Watts Hospital- Hillandale Neighborhood Association and the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association for our
2015 Community Stewardship Volunteer Day on Saturday, Feb. 21, from 1
to 4 at the 17-Acre Wood Preserve. If you are not familiar with this nature
preserve, it is the natural area along the greenway trail, and also across the
creek from the greenway. We will meet on Albany Street at Perennial
Drive (i.e., at the trailhead across from Indian Trail Park); if you come late,
just walk down the trail and look for us.
The WHHNA Board would love to see each and every neighbor at the
Community Stewardship Volunteer Day, lending a hand to improve trails,
remove invasive plants, pick up trash, and do general preserve maintenance.
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Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
Dec. 2

 eighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
N
home of Debbie Hughes, 1406 Virginia

Dec. 21

 eighborhood Night of Lights, from dusk until
N
the candles burn out

Jan. 6	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Jamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club
Feb. 3	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Tom Miller, 1110 Virginia
Feb. 21

 ommunity Stewardship Volunteer Day,
C
1 to 4 p.m., at the 17-Acre Wood Preserve
on Ellerbe Creek

Mar. 3	Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at the
home of Catie Shaffer, 3112 Sprunt

WHHNA is dedicated to helping ECWA protect and restore this beautiful
natural area along Ellerbe Creek, and a large turnout will help us make a
significant impact on our neighborhood preserve.
We did this last year, and although the turnout was small, we got an
amazing amount accomplished; so we are now making this an annual event,
where we come together as a neighborhood to show support for our own
wonderful nature preserve and for ECWA’s efforts to make this green
space available for all to enjoy.
If possible, please sign up beforehand at www.ellerbecreek.org for the
Community Stewardship Volunteer Day, so we know how many to expect
— just click on “Attend an Event” and then sign up for the February Stewardship Day at the 17-Acre Wood. But even if you have not signed up, please
do stop by and lend a hand any time between 1 and 4. All who can walk on a
trail in the woods are welcome — young, old and all in-between: there will
be tasks for every ability level. The rain date is Sunday, Feb. 22 at 1 — you
can check ellerbecreek.org for a notice if you are in doubt about the weather.
Volunteering is not the only way you can show support to ECWA.
Please also consider becoming a member and/or donating. ECWA started
in 1999 with six acres of land along the greenway at Indian Trail Park, right
here in our neighborhood. It now owns over 340 acres of land, has four nature preserves open to the public, with more in the works, and is Durham’s
leading advocacy organization for keeping the creek and the area around
it clean, natural, and available to all. ECWA also conducts regular nature
walks and a family nature club, as well as outreach to schools about our
watershed and the environment. To learn more about ECWA’s work and
its preserves, to donate or to join as a member, go to www.ellerbecreek.org.
But, mainly, please do join us at this year’s WHHNA Community Stewardship Volunteer Day!
(continued on page 8)
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Development Round-up
A lo n g N i n t h S t r e et , the big news is

the opening of JU JU, Durham chef Charlie
Deal’s “almost Asian” restaurant. The restaurant is beautiful inside. The decor is sleek and
modern. Vertical surfaces are rich in textures of
stone and walnut. There is a kitchen bar where
patrons can watch their food being prepared. At
the large granite cocktail bar, wine and sparkling
water are on tap along with beer. The cuisine is
Asian-fusion with an emphasis on dim sum and
small plates. Try the dumplings. The outside patio looks over the Ninth Street-Markham-Hillsborough intersection and has a fire-pit and gas
heaters. Ju Ju occupies a little more than 4,700 sq.
ft. in the Shops at Erwin Mill, the old George’s
Garage space. With the deck, the restaurant seats
about 200. Ju Ju will serve dinner only for now,
but will expand service to lunch in the future.
Also in the Shops at Erwin Mill, look for the
future opening of BURGER BACH (pronounced “batch” as in “bachelor”) which styles
itself as a “New Zealand inspired gastro-pub.”
The restaurant will be the third location for the
Virginia-based restaurant and the first in North
Carolina. Burger Bach promises burgers and
seafood dishes made from humanely raised beef,
lamb, fowl, oysters, mussels, and shrimp. The
pub will occupy about 3,000 sq. ft. facing the
parking lot next to Panera Bread. Upfitting has
not begun, so it may be months into 2015 before
the restaurant opens.
Work continues at a feverish pace to restore
the OLD WHITMORE’S BAKERY/
SLOAN AUTO PARTS BUILDING at
the southeast corner of Ninth and Markham.
Erected around 1910, the building is one of the
oldest on the street and is a landmark anchor for
the pedestrian commercial district. Because it
is identified as a contributing structure in the
West Durham National Register Historic District, restoration of the building will qualify for
state historic preservation tax credits. But the
owners, Cam and Karen McDonald, and their
contractors have had to scramble to make sure
work will be completed by Dec. 31, the day the
tax credit program expires. Lots of interior structural steel will make the building sound for at
least another century. The street level interior,
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previously divided into two spaces, will now
be one large space. Special care has been taken to
preserve the exterior brickwork and architectural
details. With the project nearing completion, the
search for a new tenant is on.
The concrete structure of the interior parking
deck for the big SOLIS NINTH STREET
apartment project has risen quickly and gives
some idea of the mass and scale of the project.
Stretching from Elmo’s to Green Street between
Ninth and Iredell, the project will include 229
high-end apartments and around 10,000 sq. ft. of
retail space. Opposite the White Star laundry,
the project will begin with a 50-foot wide buffer
strip. Beyond that heading south, the building will
begin at three stories along Ninth, rise to six stories in the center, and then taper off to five as the
grade beneath the building rises. The completion
target is January 2016.
There has been much anxiety among merchants about the ongoing NINTH STREET
STREETSCAPE WORK AND PLANNED
REPAVING scheduled to continue into the
holiday shopping season. The city has soothed
these fears by setting and achieving reasonable
completion goals for the work. On the west side
of the street between Hillsborough Road and the
Wells Fargo Bank driveway, sidewalks, landscaping, benches, and trash cans have already been
installed. The new landscaping includes a row of
new street trees to replace the very old, gnarled
trees removed earlier in the year. From the Wells
Fargo drive to Main Street, there is still work to
do, including milling and patching the street. This
will mean that one side of the street in that area
may be blocked for a time, but all work should
be complete by Dec. 12. The N. C. Department
of Transportation plans to repave the street, but
has promised to postpone the work until after
the first of the year.
On Hillsborough Road, the city has finally given the go-ahead for the conversion of the OLD
SERVICE STATION AT THE CORNER
OF ROSEHILL AVENUE into a convenience store. Work on the project was stopped
for months because the necessary permits had not
been obtained. The building is owned by Marvin
Durham, who also owns at least one of the unoccupied houses on Rosehill immediately behind the
service station. George Williams is the architect.

Further west along Hillsborough, the folks at
Ebb & Flow, the shop concentrating on mid-century furniture and decor, has launched EBB &
FLOWERS, a florist service which features
locally grown, seasonal flowers. On two acres
in Orange County, owner Kara Tew has planted
thousands of blooming plants from chrysanthemums and cheerful ranunculus to tulips and elegant
peonies. Let Kara and her crew make you a simple
bouquet in a beautiful pottery vase or arrange a
whole wedding. Ebb & Flowers is located at the
rear of the Ebb & Flow shop at 2702 Hillsborough Road. Still further west, near the confluence
of Hillsborough and Main Street, the HUSSCO
service station and convenience store has closed its
doors. The future of the site is unknown.
And finally, the Shell station which stood at
the corner of LaSalle Street and Hillsborough
Road for more than 40 years has been demolished to make way for a new SHEETZ GAS
STATION, RESTAURANT AND CONVENIENCE STORE. An adjacent building
which once housed Blockbuster Video was also
torn down. The new building will contain about
6,000 sq. ft. and will represent a new generation of Sheetz store architecture. Whereas older
Sheetz buildings were very red, but otherwise
undistinguished, this new building will be built
of brick and stone with a cornice and a low tower
surmounted by a pyramidal roof. There will still
be a lot of red in the building’s awnings, coping,
trim, and signage. There will be indoor and outdoor seating and six gas pumping stations. The
store will open around April 1. Sheetz is a family-owned, Pennsylvania-based business with
nearly 500 stores.

Monuts Rezoning Plan Raises
New Concerns
TO M M I L L E R

In the September issue , we reported
that the owners of the old Magnolia Grill property on Ninth Street were seeking to expand the
site by rezoning the lot immediately to the north
of the building from residential to commercial. At
a meeting in August, the owners’ land planner,
Ron Horvath, told neighbors that the expansion
would allow the new tenants for the building,
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Neighborhood
Monuts Donuts, to have an emergency exit on
the north side of the building and some outdoor
seating for restaurant patrons.
The prospect of 50% expansion of a commercial island in neighborhood has worried Old
West Durham and Watts-Hillandale leaders —
especially in light of the dramatic commercial
growth a little further along Ninth. But Old West
Durham representatives nevertheless approached
Horvath to work out some sort of accommodation
which would help Monuts without putting the
neighborhood at risk. Neighbors like and want
to support Monuts, a local business, but they do
not want to permanently rezone an island in the
neighborhood that would allow any number of
less friendly businesses later. The neighborhood
proposed to support the rezoning if the lot and
the current restaurant site are made subject to a
single development plan which would exclude
uses such as convenience stores with gas sales,
restaurants and retail businesses with drive-in
or drive-thru features, vehicle service businesses,
and adult establishments. The neighborhood also
asked for limited hours of operation, a prohibition on outdoor speakers and live music, and for
outdoor seating be limited to 50 patrons.
The land owners did not seem to balk at the
neighborhood’s modest request and it seemed
that the rezoning would move forward. When
Horvath subsequently filed the new development
plan with the city, however, concerns were raised
anew. Based upon the owners’ original representations, the neighborhood had assumed that use of
the additional lot would be limited to required
buffers, outdoor seating, and the emergency
exit. Instead, the owners’ new plan showed that
a large portion of the lot would be available for
new building construction and additional parking — the very sort of expansion of commercial
use the neighborhood had hoped to discourage.
The neighborhood’s representatives have
expressed their concerns to Horvath and his
clients and have asked for additional conditions
and limitations to be added to the development
plan. At the time of this writing, negotiations are
up in the air.
Old West Durham and Watts-Hillandale
leaders have long taken the position that the
boundary between booming development on
Ninth Street and the traditional neighborhoods
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to the north should be Green Street. The isolated
spots of commercial zoning at the Magnolia and
White Star sites may remain as long as the businesses there continue to be neighborhood friendly
and do not expand. The balance is a delicate one
and the neighborhoods look to cooperation from
business owners, city planners, and the city council to maintain it.

New Homes Grace Neighborhood
TO M M I L L E R

Buildable vacant lots are few and far
between in Watts-Hillandale and new home
construction is rare. So it is noteworthy that two
lovely new homes have graced neighborhood
streets. The first is located at 2316 Woodrow St.
and was completed around the first of November. The home belongs to Joe and Lisa Stevens
and was designed by Chapel Hill architect Ron
Wilde. Wilde and his clients have created a traditional house perfectly compatible with the street
and the neighborhood. The house contains three
bedrooms and three baths within 2,100 sq. ft.
The story-and-a-half home has steep gables reminiscent of Tudor designs popular in Durham in
the late 1930s. The awning over the front stoop is
supported by braces carved with an elegant ogee.
The front step is made from the granite curbstone
removed to create the new drive. The Stevens
family comes to us from Northgate Park. Their
house was built by neighbor David Parker and
Riverbank Custom Homes.
The second new home is still under construction at 1108 Iredell St. It will soon be the
new home of Bryan Misenheimer and his wife,
Kelly Clements. Like the Stevenses, Bryan and
Kelly wanted their new home to blend in with
the homes along the street. The block is in the
historic district and they knew their plans would
have to pass muster with the Historic Preservation Commission. They currently reside in a large
craftsman bungalow in the same block and love the
style. So for their new house, they asked Durham
architect Charles Mincey to create a home in the
style of Gustav Stickley. The result will be a oneand-a-half story, shingle-clad, front-gabled bungalow containing four bedrooms and three baths
in 2,900 sq. ft. Mincey’s design obtained easy ap-

NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

proval from the Preservation Commission. The
house is being built by Durham contractor Ben
Thomas and should be completed in the spring.

Club Traffic Calming Project Update
JAMIE GRUENER

A bit of history: Durham built a trolley
system starting in 1902, and in 1912 the city extended the trolley down West Club Boulevard
from Watts Hospital (now NC School of Science
and Math) to Hillandale Road. In the early 1930s,
the trolley system gave way to financial pressures
and automobile traffic. However, the presence of
the trolley left an indelible mark: Club Boulevard
is 40 feet wide, making it wider than any other residential street in the neighborhood. This
width encourages motorists to pass through at
speeds that are unsafe for pedestrians, cyclists
and crossing traffic in our neighborhood.
In 1999, the city embarked on a project to implement traffic calming along West Club Boulevard. In the intervening years, there have been
numerous public meetings, the city hired outside
consultants, the city drew up numerous detailed
plans, and there have been three US presidents.
The initial goals of the project were to reduce
the speed of traffic on Club and to improve pedestrian safety. The longstanding plan has been
to build neck-ins at five intersections along the
street. Through the tireless efforts of many in our
neighborhood, this project has stayed alive. For
their work I am grateful and very appreciative. I
know without a doubt that if I try to list them I
will 1) forget someone; and 2) run out of space.
Throughout the years, there have been a number of concerns about the proposed design. The
current plan includes removal of over a dozen
trees at the affected intersections as well as hundreds of feet of granite curbs. Due to cost, the
curbs will be replaced by concrete, not granite.
The city has committed to replacing lost trees
with species more appropriate for the locations,
though the trees will be smaller and will grow
to less grand proportions.
The safety of bicyclists has also been of concern to the neighborhood and to the city. Other
organizations, namely the Bicycle and Pedestrian
(continued on page 6)
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Advisory Committee, and the non-profit advocacy group Bike Durham have weighed in on the
project, too.
This past summer, the city presented the final
plans for the project at the July 15th board meeting.
Again, many of the same concerns were aired and
discussed. Throughout the summer, the board endured many long emails from me about my concerns
for the project. For their patience I am grateful.
On Nov. 6, I appeared before city council
along with Erik Landfried of BPAC and Christin Lampkowski of Bike Durham and presented a
letter requesting that the city revisit the project.
The city has put the current design on hold.
Immediately after the meeting we were approached by Mark Ahrendsen, the Director of
the Department of Transportation, who proposed
gathering the stakeholders for a meeting. Stakeholders met with the city to review the goals
of the project and develop a process to design a
solution that better incorporates the goals of all.
During the long and challenging meetings
leading up to the vote on Sept. 16, where the
board authorized the officers to approach the city,
one question kept recurring. Couldn’t the city do
test trials of a design and measure the results? I’m
pleased to report that in separate conversations
with Bo Ferguson, Deputy City Manager, and
Ahrendsen, both endorsed that idea. While we
must be cautious that a temporary solution does
not inadvertently become a permanent one, many
strongly endorse the idea of using solutions that
don’t require expensive construction. Such efforts
would allow the city to collect data on the relative success of one approach over another instead
of committing significant resources and making
permanent changes to the roadscape.
While the city did not explicitly guarantee
that the funds would continue to be available for
the project, there was no indication that the city
intended to earmark the funds for other projects.
Club is a grand boulevard in Durham, and we
want to preserve that while making the street
safer for all.

Trash Can Critters
DEAN MICHAELS

Over the past few months , I have liberated two frightened and exhausted opossums
and one raccoon from the trash cans in Indian Trail
Park. The first time was pure coincidence because
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I was just picking up some trash on the ground to
toss into one of the cans. When I got to the can, I
noticed a small pile of shredded paper in a neat little circle beneath it that didn’t look like litter. So
I peered in and darned if there wasn’t something
looking back at me —a baby possum. I tipped the
can so that he/she could slide out and upon hitting
terra firma, it scampered off into the woods.
I surmised that the paper was shredded by
the animal scratching to get out of the can and
the littlest pieces fell out through the drain hole,
causing the perfect little circle on the ground.
This rationale has been correct on two different
occasions since then. So I hope that as you stroll
through the parks in and around the WHHNA,
you’ll keep an eye out for those little circles of
paper and possibly save a critter! You might have
to go back and pick up the rest of the trash that
spills out along with the animal, but it’s worth it.

Be Considerate When Sledding on
the Golf Course
I’m sorry to report that in the midst
of the sledding fun on the golf course that occurred last winter, we were not always considerate neighbors to our golf course. Way too many
greens were used as a launching pad for sleds and
snowboards and several experienced damage that
was not easily repaired. As the potential for snow
approaches this winter, please remember:
At All Times –Stay Off The Greens!
We have been granted very liberal access to
the course and it is up to all adults to supervise
and be responsible; say something when you notice someone abusing this privilege, a privilege
which could all too easily be revoked.

Banding Protects Trees From
the Cankerworm
BRANDEE GRUENER

Just about the time of this printing, hordes of female, wingless moths will ascend to the tops of
neighborhood trees to lay the cankerworm eggs
that will hatch next spring. Some will climb the
tough foliage of pine trees, magnolia trees, utility
poles, and houses, where their offspring can’t do
much damage. Many more will climb the oaks
that become vulnerable when their tiny, tender
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leaves emerge just in time for the feeding frenzy
next spring. When the feeding slows in April, the
worms will dangle from threads and drop into
our hair and the understory, munching on whatever they can along the way to the soil, their final
destination where they will become adult moths.
Last winter, many neighbors began the practice of banding willow oaks and other large,
deciduous trees to try and slow a growing infestation in the city. Now is the time to do so again
if you have not already.
The moths emerge from the ground around the
time of the first hard freeze, according to Alex
Johnson, Urban Forestry Manager for the city,
but he can’t predict exactly when that will be.
Last year, the moths appeared around Dec. 6 or 7.
Though Johnson recommends banding trees
at Halloween and applying sticky Tanglefoot to
the bands around Thanksgiving, neighbors who
haven’t gotten around to it yet can still make a
difference. Some argue that other factors in nature
will take care of the cankerworm population, but
Johnson said that one thing is true: every moth
stuck in a gooey mess of Tanglefoot is one moth
that won’t lay 100 eggs this winter. And since
the city doesn’t have the staff to send out for tree
banding, we rely on volunteers to help protect the
neighborhood trees.
“Unfortunately, there’s no really good alternative, unless you want to start indiscriminately
spraying chemicals,” Johnson said.
The tree bands can also catch a related species,
the moth of the spring cankerworm, in February
and early March. Though they only make up 10
percent of the invasion, it’s best to leave the bands
up until the spring moths have passed through. St.
Patrick’s Day is a good time to remove the bands
and enjoy the beauty of spring.
Johnson said there are many theories as to why
the cankerworm population began to explode.
Some think that the warming climate causes
worms to hatch sooner in the spring, before most
songbirds have migrated back to the South. Others believe that the suburban landscape (such as
a couple of large oaks over a wide open lawn) is
great for cankerworms but doesn’t provide the
cover needed by their predator insects.
Whatever the reason might be, the cankerworm population has far exceeded the capability
of predators in many springs. Consider banding
your oaks and maples to maintain the health of
your trees and your neighbors’.

PA R A D E

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.
Please contact Dean Michaels at winebydean@gmail.com to reserve space for your ad.

Classes for people of all
shapes and sizes!
Ballet • Hip‐Hop • Tap
Modern • Lyrical • African
Belly Dance • Bhangra • Salsa
Swing • Tango • Pilates • Nia
Toning • Kids’ classes • More!
1920 ½ Perry St, Durham • 919‐286‐6011

www.ninthstreetdance.com

720 Ninth Street 919 286-2700
www.regulatorbookshop.com
“The neighborhood’s bookstore since 1976”

Brighten the Winter Solstice
on the Night of Lights

A NEIGHBORHOOD T-SHIRT IS THE PERFECT PRESENT!
If you roll it tightly and tie a bright ribbon around it, a neighborhood T-shirt will fill the toe of a stocking and still leave room for
the tangerine and candy on top! Everybody wants a Watts-Hillandale T-shirt and why shouldn’t they? The shirts are soft, all-cotton,
mostly, and of the finest
quality. There are lots
of different designs to
choose from and there
is a shirt to fit everyone
from junior to grandpa.
Shirts are just $12 each.
Contact Tom Miller, the
neighborhood’s man in
underwear, to arrange
for a special showing.
Tom’s e-mail address is
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.

(continued from page 1)
about when Night of Lights will occur. People want to plan holiday parties, caroling, and trips out of town.
Here is the formula: Night of Lights
is always the Sunday night preceding
Dec. 22. It was established decades
ago by the Durham Woman’s Club to
mark the evening when club members
encircled the Hillandale reservoir with
luminaria and decorated a huge cedar
of Lebanon that once dominated the
southern end of the lake. When the
neighborhood association first began
its Night of Lights celebration in 1985,
the organizers coordinated the neighborhood’s event with the Woman’s
Club display. In time, the cedar tree
came down and security concerns prevented the placement of lights around
the reservoir, but the neighborhood’s
Night of Lights has continued following the old tradition.

Community News
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HALLOWEEN SAFE AND OH SO
MUCH FUN!

A NEW BOOK FROM PAUL AUSTIN

Thanks go to neighbor Larry Chapman who once again

moving account of his relationship with his daughter, Sarah, who was born
with Down syndrome. The book is called “Beautiful Eyes, A Father Transformed.” In it, Paul tells the story of how his daughter’s birth and life has
uplifted and transformed his own life. It is on sale now at the Regulator
Bookshop on Ninth Street. This is Paul’s second book. His first, “Something for the Pain,” is an account of his experiences as an emergency room
doctor. Both books have received well-deserved praise from authors and
reviewers. Congratulations, Paul.

provided a safe Halloween for thousands of trick-or-treaters and their
parents this year. Larry arranges the cones that line Club Boulevard and
guard the intersections. Larry organizes the police officers who control the
heavy traffic on the street and on the sidewalks. And thanks to the volunteers
who put the cones out and picked them up again.
The Watts-Hillandale Halloween is not a planned event. It just happens.
When you think about it though, it isn’t surprising, really, that the word
would get around that there is a neighborhood where the streets are safe and
the people are open-hearted and so much fun. The numbers are astounding!
In the 2400 block of Club, the Ciompi family counted 1280 ghouls, goblins,
ninja turtles, and super heroes — up from last year’s count of 1205. In the
2200 block, Tony Reevy reported 1680 — up from last year, but slightly
below their all-time high in 2012. Steve Schewel, reporting from the 2100
block, said they ran out of candy at 8:40, having served 1500 trick-or-treaters. The highest number was reported by Seffan Gottschalk in the 2000
block of Club. They were visited by 2032 costumed kids!
On the side streets the numbers drop off considerably, but even these
neighbors might see a hundred or more kids who know to beat the rush
on Club. Other neighbors take their candy to their friends on Club and
join in the fun.
The WHHNA covers the cost of the cones and police coverage for Halloween, this year providing $620.
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Virginia Avenue neighbor Paul Austin has written a frank and

MIKE WOODARD RE-ELECTED TO THE
NORTH CAROLINA SENATE
On election day in November , neighbor Mike Woodard won
re-election to a second term in the North Carolina Senate. Mike’s district, Senate 22, is very diverse. In addition to the part of Durham County
that includes Watts-Hillandale, the district includes all of Person County
and all of Caswell County. Mike represents his constituents in all three
counties with the same energy and zeal that characterized his six years
of service on the Durham City Council. He is known as the “everywhere
man.” Mike makes it a point to be at every meeting of every group in his
district to learn and understand firsthand the issues that concern the people
most. His way of politics clearly works. Mike won with 67% of the vote!
Congratulations, Mike.
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