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“America is not anything if it consists of each of us. It is something only if it consists of all of us.” —Woodrow Wilson

Fourth of July Brings 65th Annual Watts
Hospital-Hillandale Parade
To m M i l l e r

Sixty- five years! What a milestone in
an unbroken tradition of stewardship and community! Our neighborhood parade is the oldest
Fourth of July celebration in Durham. Others are
bigger and noisier, but we think ours, with its
intimate, friendly dignity, represents patriotism
and America at its best.
It all started on the hot Fourth of July back in
1950. When the neighborhood kids complained
of having nothing to do, Alice and Tom Walker
organized a parade. With crepe paper, little flags,
and whatever they could find, the kids decorated their trikes and wagons and marched a block
down the sidewalk and back. It was so much fun,
they did it again. Back in the Walkers’ yard, they
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and sang “My
country ‘tis of thee…” and other patriotic songs.
Afterward, Alice produced cold soft drinks — a
treat in those days — and the tradition was born.
Each year thereafter, more families participated and the event grew. Soon the sidewalk was
too small to hold the marchers and Tom Walker
persuaded the city to close Club Boulevard and
supply a police escort. The Walkers supplied
When: Friday, July 4, at 10:00 a.m.
Where: Gather at the corner of Oakland
Avenue and Club Boulevard
What: Display flags, decorate bikes and
wagons, sing the Pledge of Allegiance and
march around the neighborhood. Please
volunteer to help us make the parade
great! See the back of this newsletter for
more details on how you can help.

Neighborhood Opposes Office Project
at 1700 Arrowhead Drive
W H H N A B oa r d

U.S. and North Carolina flags for the color guard.
When the union added a 49th and a then a 50th
state, Tom purchased new flags to keep the celebration up-to-date. Tom urged everyone to bring
the flag of his home state or country to emphasize
the principle of e pluribus unum, “from many, one.”
Although the Walkers have passed away, their
flags still lead the parade today and Tom’s philosophy still guides the event.
It was the mid-1980s when neighbors began
to festoon the park with flags. Over the years,
dozens rushed from tree to tree with ladders and
clothes lines to get the flags up in time. Now there
are so many it is impossible to get them all up.
Some of the flags are whoppers – longer than 20
feet! At least one is more than a century old and
displays only 45 stars.
During the 1990s, neighbor David Donaldson
and his friends in the O.K. Chorale also became
an important part of the event. When they strike
up the “Star Spangled Banner,” the park becomes
hushed as all eyes focus on the singers and the
flags around them.
What began with a handful of neighborhood
kids is now a major Durham event attracting as
many as 800 participants. The remarkable thing,
though, is how the parade has remained essentially the same. It is an event for families and
children. There are many flags symbolizing that
from many we are truly one. There are no cars,
no brass bands, no fireworks. Just voices joined
in the Pledge of Allegiance and in friendly conversation. The Watts-Hillandale July 4 Parade
has imprinted itself on the hearts of hundreds of
(continued on page 8)

I n M a rc h , t h e ow n e r s of the Anaplastology Clinic, a firm that makes facial
and somatic prosthetic devices, informed the
neighborhood association that it wishes to rezone the vacant property at 1700 Arrowhead
Drive to allow construction of a new clinic and
office spaces. The property is currently zoned
residential and is a little more than one acre in
size. It faces Arrowhead, but backs up to Hillandale Road. St. Luke’s Church is located to
the north and homes surround it on the other
sides. After studying the proposal and consulting with neighbors, the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association board voted to
oppose the project.
The clinic is currently located in office space
north of I-85. The owners want a new, larger freestanding office to serve their clients. If they follow
through with their plans for the Arrowhead site,
they would seek access to Hillandale Road. Current zoning allows the parcel to be developed for
up to four residences. Under the proposed office
zoning, the property could be developed to accommodate at least two and maybe more office
sites, each containing up to 5,000 sq. ft. of office
space, depending on parking and access.
The issue was referred to the neighborhood’s zoning and land use committee headed
by board member Chris Rusconi. The committee
discussed the proposal with the city planning
staff, consulted the city’s zoning code and land
use maps, and studied the pertinent deeds and
plats. In early April, the committee convened a
(continued on page 8)
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Community News
Mailing List Madness
Ja m i e G ru e n e r

The WHHNA Mailing List sailed along for years with nary a hiccup
until last April. Yahoo! made some changes to their anti-spam rules that
caused mail to be rejected or “bounce” when sent from subscribers with
yahoo.com addresses. These bounces caused a handful of issues. First, the
sheer volume of bounces shut the mailing list down a couple of times. Then,
once the mailing list stabilized, hundreds of recipients had mail delivery
disabled due to the excessive bounces. At one point, the mailing list also
stopped sending the daily digest.
Eventually, the mailing list developers created a workaround to the
problem, but it comes with a new set of challenges. Each email identifies an
original sender (the person your message is “from”) and which address a reply
should be sent to. Before the workaround, messages would always appear
to come from the original sender, even though it was actually the mailing
list sending the message. This was great! Each message had the name of the
original sender in the “from” field and a reply just went to the original sender.
Now, messages come from the mailing list with the original sender’s name
included in the display part of the sender’s name. Replies should still go to
the original sender, but when you look at your mail, some mail clients just
show “WHHNA List” as the sender. If you’re not sure of the sender, you
can click on “reply” to get the original poster’s name. You can also try using
a different mail client (such as Gmail or Mailbox) to see the original sender.

Watts-Hillandaler Alex Crockett Dies
Alex Crockett, a longtime Club Boulevard neighbor and
Durham personality, died on March 18 following a long illness. He is
missed not only by his family and neighbors, but by the entire Durham
community who got to know him as a sports writer and later as an
editor and manager of the Durham Herald-Sun. Alex was born in 1927
and grew up in the mountains of Virginia. He served in the Navy
during World War II. After college, he became a newspaper man and
worked at several papers in western Virginia. In 1962, Alex, his wife,
Becky, and their family moved to Durham.
Alex was always interested in everything in an energetic, but gentle
way. He loved the sports subjects he wrote about, but he knew politics
and Durham history, too. To Alex, history was about ordinary people and
the connections they made in their families and their community. He was
a great conversationalist and story teller. He loved music — not only the
Big Band greats of his youth, but new and rising talent. He was enthusiastic
about virtuoso guitarist and Durham native Lawson Rollins. Alex’s memory
was encyclopedic. He was a ready source for details about Durham history
and people that couldn’t be found in the books. If Alex didn’t know the
answer to your question, his newspaper man instincts would lead him, and
you, to the information you needed. In his obituary in the Herald-Sun, it is
recorded that “In the sometimes rough and tumble trade of journalism,
he never succumbed to cynicism as he always remained an idealist and a
gentleman.” All of Alex’s many friends and neighbors would vouch for that.
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EK Powe wins recognition at
regional design competition
Da r r e l l A . F ru th

Our neighborhood elementary school EK Powe recently
performed very well in a regional Odyssey of the Mind (“OM”) competition. OM is a team-based, problem-solving challenge, in which teams of
five to seven kids design and build solutions independently over several
months. The students present their solutions in the form of a skit. Many
students from the neighborhood participated at the competition.
One problem this year required students to build a vehicle to transport
a person forward and backward using two different propulsion systems
(and no pedals). A team from Powe solved this problem by designing and
building a human-sized gerbil wheel. Their presentation tied for the highest score in its division, which included teams from Chapel Hill, Raleigh,
Cary and Durham. Overall, the team narrowly missed 2nd place (out of 17)
and brought home bronze medals. It was the highest finish for any Durham
Public School at the competition this year.
We look forward to another strong season next year, and hope that many
WHH kids will continue to participate!

The Great Human Race a huge Success
Clare Adkin

The Great Human Race ambled through the friendly confines of our
neighborhood again this year for another outstanding fundraising success.
Conducted annually by the Volunteer Center of Durham for the benefit of
area nonprofits, this March’s event raised $252,981. The leading fundraising
teams were: Independent Animal Rescue ($23,572), Augustine Literacy
Project ($22,285), Coalition to Unchain Dogs ($17,016), Carolina Tiger
Rescue ($9,525), and Durham Literacy Center ($8,426).
On race day, 150 volunteers assisted with monitoring 416 runners and approximately 800 walkers along the 5K and 10K running routes; passing out
1,008 bottles of water, 1,000 Krispy Kreme donuts, countless Bruegger’s
bagels, and hundreds of bananas; and much, much more. Course Marshals
were vigilant at every single intersection along the route, shouting encouragement and directing traffic.
A light rain dampened start and finish line festivities—no pun intended.
However, refreshments, entertainment, and the awards ceremony took cover
in one of Northgate’s parking decks. Malcolm White, 29, from Durham won
the 10K with a time of 37:52. Lawton Kariher, 18, from Durham won the 5k
with a time of 19:22. Runners ranged in ages from 6 to 77. For all participants,
the biggest thrill of the Great Human Race was the enthusiastic support
shown by neighbors all along the race route through the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood—a unanimous finish-line sentiment. Thank you all!
Next year will be the 20th annual Great Human Race. March 28th is
the projected race date. Will race organizers want to again run through
WHHN? U’betcha.
(continued on page 3)
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Comings & Goings

2013–2014 Neighborhood
Officers and Board Members

If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com

President:
Jamie Gruener
919.624.9760
jamie.gruener@gmail.com
2410 W. Club

Charles and Tristin Aaron are the new residents of 1306 Virginia and are excited
to be raising their 4-year old son Oscar in the friendly WH neighborhood. Charles and Tristin
moved to Durham in August of 2013 from Brooklyn, although both are North Carolina natives.
Tristin was actually born in Watts hospital. Charles is a writer and Tristin is a communications
consultant. Oscar is a love.

Vice-president:
James Umbanhower
jumbanho@gmail.com
1402 Virginia

Caroline Owen just moved into a house on Alabama Avenue. She is a 26-year-old University
of North Carolina graduate and has transitioned to Durham after spending the past eight years in
Chapel Hill. Caroline is a young professional in the clinical research field in Quadrangle Business Park.
Outside of work she loves to play tennis and ping pong, drink good whiskey and Indian Pale Ales
(IPAs), and re-read the Harry Potter series. Mostly Caroline looks forward to exploring Durham!
Lisa Lowery is launching her new personal family support business this month. B’cause It
Takes A Village serves families and individuals. Take a look at her Web site at takesavillagenc.com.
You can click on the Facebook link to read more details.
JOHN AND MINDA ZAMBENINI recently moved to 2137 Sunset Ave. from Lexington, Ky.
John is a graduate student at Duke Divinity School. Once walking the crime beat as a staff writer for
a newspaper, he now spends time cycling and playing old time bluegrass on guitar, and recently began
to study fiddle. Minda inspires young minds as an English teacher at Trinity High School. She has a
passion for poetry and musical theater. She is readying to leave for Oxford, England to complete her
MEd degree. John and Minda love Durham and especially the WHH neighborhood.
The Watts-Hospital Hillandale neighborhood residents wish the best for all the high school graduating seniors living amongst us:
Simon Krzywy is about to graduate from Durham School of the Arts. He will attend the
Maryland Institute College of Art this fall. Good luck, Simon.
Elijah Weinreb, son of Leslie Page, will be graduating from Durham School of the Arts on
June 12. He will be attending Duke University this fall.
Justin Hall and Walker Matthews will graduate from Riverside High School in June.
Alex Perron and Maya Sugg will graduate from Durham School of the Arts.

Community News

(continued from page 2)

Neighborhood Association
Supports EK Powe Spring Carnival
The WHHNA Board sponsored EK Powe Elementary School’s Spring Carnival, contributing
$300 to help pay for the signs that sprouted up around the neighborhood. The popular community
event and fundraiser draws a crowd near the end of the school year with a bounce house and games,
balloon animals, dancing and music, face painting, food trucks, and the all-important silent auction.
Besides raising funds for the school, the Spring Carnival helps foster connections between our
neighborhood elementary school and our community.
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919.294.2447

Secretary:
Debbie Hughes
662.801.4401
deborah.hughes08@gmail.com
1406 Virginia
Treasurer:
919.452.1665
Dean Michaels
winebydean@gmail.com
1500 Indian Trail
Directors:
Chris Rusconi
chrusconi@gmail.com
1429 Pennsylvania

919.416.0124

Clare Adkin
clareadkin@nc.rr.com
2203 Alabama

919.286.2055

Diane Zimmerman
dzimm@nc.rr.com
2201 Pershing

919.767.1312

Leila Keen
lilakeen@earthlink.net
1607 Delaware

919.416.0573

Joshua Allen
allen.joshua@gmail.com
2417 W. Club

919.225.8914

Catie Shaffer
919.949.0637
catietshaffer@gmail.com
3112 Sprunt
Melanie Middleton
marollm@yahoo.com
1404 Alabama

919.309.7691

Immediate Past President:
Larry Chapman

919.416.4455

larry.chapman@gmail.com
1400 Alabama
Active Non-Members:
Newsletter:
Brandee Gruener

ParadeEditor@gmail.com

Zoning; T-shirts:
Tom Miller

tom-miller1@nc.rr.com
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Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at http://www.whhna.org

Historic Preservation Tax Credits
Scheduled to End This Year
to m m i l l e r

Since 1997, the state of North Carolina
has granted significant tax credits to the owners of
historic properties for rehab projects that respect
and preserve the property’s historic character.
The program has stimulated $1.7 billion in private
investment and has led to the rebirth of downtowns and historic neighborhoods across the
state, including Watts Hospital-Hillandale. All
of this is scheduled to end at the end of December
unless the N.C. General Assembly re-establishes
the program during the current legislative session.
The 2014 budget bill submitted by the governor’s
office would extend the program for only a year
and would dramatically reduce the number of
properties and projects eligible for tax credits.
Under the current program, owners of income-producing historic properties get a tax
credit of 20% of the cost of a rehab project. To
this credit can be added another 20% federal
tax credit. Owners of a non-income producing
historic property, like a private home, can get a
credit of 30% of the cost of their rehab project
against their state income taxes. This farsighted
program was among the first in the nation and has
served as a model in many other states. Durham
has been one of the principal beneficiaries of the
program. Because of it, developers have converted
decaying tobacco factories and downtown commercial buildings into vibrant apartments, offices,
shops, and restaurants. The homeowner tax credit
part of the program has turned at-risk neighborhoods completely around. In other historic neighborhoods like Trinity Park, Morehead Hill, Old
West Durham, and Watts Hospital-Hillandale,
the program has resulted in the restoration of old
homes so run down and neglected that but for the
tax credits, no home purchaser would touch them.
To be eligible, the property must be a contributing structure in a National Register or local
historic district. Fortunately, Durham has a large
number of such districts, including a significant
portion of Watts Hospital-Hillandale. Our district runs from Broad Street to Hillandale and
includes houses on Englewood, Club, part of
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Woodrow, and the crossing streets. The district
was created in 2000 after a two-year study by
the neighborhood association and a petition drive
for signatures of homeowners in the district. The
tax credit program is administered by the State
Historic Preservation Office in Raleigh.
If the program is allowed to sunset, the rebirth
of Durham’s downtown and inner city neighborhoods will undoubtedly come to an abrupt halt.
Thousands of eligible properties will no longer
attract purchasers, whether they are big-time
developers or ordinary homebuyers. The budget Gov. McCrory submitted to the legislature
would keep the tax credits for developers of some
income-producing projects, but would reduce
the tax credit for homeowners from 30% to a
maximum of 20%. Worse still, the budget bill
would so restrict eligibility for the program that
few properties in Durham and other cities would
be eligible. If the governor’s budget passes unchanged, historic preservation tax credits will
no longer work to reverse decline in our state’s
downtowns and inner-city neighborhoods.
Let’s hope the General Assembly will save
historic preservation tax credits for everybody,
the big guys and the little guys alike.

Movies in the Park Debuts First Season
B r an d e e G ru e n e r

O l d W e s t D u r h a m r e s i d e n t John
Killeen thought screening free movies at Oval Park
sounded like “a cool thing to do.” Last fall, he made
a pitch to the Old West Durham Neighborhood
Association, and its board members agreed. They
provided financial support to get the idea going, and
Killeen screened “Coraline” in October. A successful premier led Killeen to pursue expanding to
a six-month season. The idea quickly became a hit.
The Ninth Street merchant of Avid Video offered advice in selecting movies as well as financial support. Andrew Jones, a Watts Hillandale
neighbor and proprietor of Jessup Mill, handled licensing and has helped with screening equipment.
Other merchants agreed to sponsor the series:
Cozy, Gioia on Ninth, Elmo’s Diner, Durham
Cycles, The Regulator Bookshop, Ninth Street
Flowers, Bernard’s Formal Wear and Vaguely
Reminiscent. Neighbors also helped out with

obtaining a screen and equipment when needed.
“It’s really about the role of film and entertainment in community life,” Killeen said. He believes
that local businesses make the neighborhood resilient, while Avid Video’s presence in the hood,
along with many film enthusiasts, supports a culture of film. “We’re incredibly fortunate to have
an independent video store here,” he said.
Killeen said he’s raised about half of the $1,800
needed to pay for the season. He is still looking
for contributions from residents and businesses.
Those who want to contribute can contact him
at (828) 216-4240 or johnpkilleen@yahoo.com.
As for everyone else, come out and enjoy a free
movie in the park in the company of neighbors. The
Muppet Movie will screen on July 5. Other movies
that appeal to a wide age-range will be offered on
Aug. 2 and Sept. 6. Make yourself comfortable in
the amphitheater seating across from the baseball
diamond, or bring lawn chairs and blankets to
spread out on the grass. Durham Parks and Recreation has kindly provided permits (please be
mindful of park rules and clean up after yourself).
You can keep up with what’s playing at http://
oldwestdurham.org/playing.

Development Roundup
S ta r t i n g o n B r oa d S t r e e t , the
long-awaited and much anticipated Oval
Park Grille (at 1116 Broad, where the old
Broad Street Café used to be) opened the first
week of June. Furnishings for the new restaurant
started to arrive this spring and the custom-made
bar was installed mid-May. The restaurant seats
about 75 patrons inside and another 25 in the
covered outdoor dining area at the front. Neighbor and restaurant owner Greg de Marchi says
he appreciates everyone’s patience during the
lengthy up-fit of the space. He truly wants OPG
to be a come-as-you-are neighborhood place. De
Marchi and his partners also plan to open a bar,
Tonic, next door (where High Strung used to
be before it moved to its new location at Broad
and Markham). Right now, however, all of their
efforts are focused on a speedy and successful
launch of the restaurant. To see the menu, visit
ovalparkgrille.com and www.facebook.com/
ovalparkgrille.

Pa r ad e

Neighborhood
A little further down the street at 1012
Broad, work is advancing on a new veterinary
clinic, Willow Oak Veterinary
Hospital . The entirely new, modernist-style
building replaces two early 20th century houses
that once stood there, including the former office
of Bill Dunn real estate. The new clinic building
will be two stories and clad with glass, stained
concrete block, and cedar planks. The designers
for the project, Linton Architects of Durham,
have taken great care to preserve the existing
willow oak on the site. The owner of the clinic
is Mark Cagle, DVM. Mark has practiced veterinary medicine in Durham for about 10 years. His
new office will have three examination rooms.
The upstairs space will house offices and room
for cats and exotic animals.
Even further south on Broad Street, Jo’s
Boutique has opened in the American
Dance Festival building designed by neighbor
Sasha Berghausen (in the space formerly home to
Step). The shop is owned by partners Josephine
Finazzo and Jordan Cleary. Watts-Hillandalers
may know Finazzo as part owner of Pomodoro
Italian Kitchen on Hillandale Road. She and
Cleary developed the idea for the boutique
when Cleary worked at the restaurant. The shop
sells “trendy and unique” women’s clothing and
jewelry, including lines that cannot be obtained
anywhere else in North Carolina. Cleary says,
“At Jo’s you can get everything from clothes to
work in to clothes for a night out.”
After a year of new buildings and new stores
on Ninth Street, this spring has been marked
by a series of farewells. Tiptopcycles ,
located next to Brueggers, closed after an all too
brief three-year run. An independent business,
the store developed a reputation for fast, reliable, and easy-going service. There is no news
about who may occupy the space. In the middle
of the business block, Ox & Rabbit , the
soda and sundries store that occupied the space
which once held the iconic McDonald’s Drugstore, closed in May. The shop was filled with
imaginative gifts, books, and children’s items.
A farewell celebration was held there on May
24. According to a notice posted by owners,
Bryan and Erin Nickell-Stage, the store was
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closed due to medical issues. The A-1 Stop
Mail Shoppe will move temporarily to
the old Ox & Rabbit space while its location in
the building at the corner of Ninth and Markham
is renovated. No tenants have been announced
for the rest of the historic building at Ninth and
Markham. Meanwhile, the owners of Charlie’s Pub and Grille have announced
that they will close the restaurant. Opened 13
years ago, Charlie’s became a favorite with an
eclectic mix of patrons from NC School of Science and Mathematics faculty to the mid-life
biker set. The restaurant is one of the larger retail spaces along Ninth Street and its availability
has some worried that it will be occupied by a
national retail or restaurant chain.
Over at the big Crescent Ninth
Street apartment project, work continues
like crazy, but the announced June 1 opening date
wasn’t achieved. This spring, some eagle-eyed
neighbors noticed that behind all the scaffolding
at the north end of the building, workmen were
removing the brick cladding. It turns out that the
developers were not satisfied with the brick and
decided to take it down and put brick whose antique look was more in keeping with the historic
mill building next door. That’s real commitment
to a design idea. The leasing office reports that
the new move-in date is July 15.
Along Hillsborough Road, we have a follow-up on Duke’s park-and-ride lot just west
of Blu seafood. In the March issue of PARADE,
we reported that Duke University plans to resurface the parking lot and add access control
equipment. While these measures are still pending, Duke has installed very bright new light
fixtures which are directed across the parking
lot right into the homes that adjoin the lot at its
western end. When Old West Durham neighbors expressed concern about the lights, Phail
Wynn, Duke’s vice president for Durham and
Regional Affairs, responded “My understanding
is that the new lighting is permanent.”
Finally, G H Williams Collaborative, a local
architecture firm, has applied for permits to convert the old gas station at the corner of Rosehill
Avenue and Hillsborough Road into the University Convenience Mart . The

Notable
happenings
in our neck of
the woods

Williams firm confirmed that they are working
for the developer of the project, but would not
reveal who their client is. Work to convert
the building, including removal of doors and
some other demolition, began in April and then
stopped. In mid-May, the city’s records indicated “Permit Status Disapproved.” The property
is located in the Ninth Street S-2 zoning district and may require a site plan or architectural
review as a part of the approval process. City
records also indicated that there will be no
food preparation at the location. It is not clear
whether the new store will continue fuel sales.
There are no pumps on the property currently.
The two houses on Rosehill behind the property
have been vacant for some time. It is unknown
whether the developer intends to include these
properties in the convenience store project.

Skipped Permits May Lead to
Big Trouble
If you were thinking about skipping
the hassle and expense of getting building permits for your next home improvement project,
think again. Increasingly, home buyers and home
lenders are rejecting sales when additions and
other work were done without the necessary
permits. Whatever hassle there may be in getting
building inspectors involved at the front end of
your project, it is nothing compared to the cost
of correcting the problem after the fact.
Building permits are becoming an issue in
residential real estate sales. North Carolina’s
seller disclosure law requires most home sellers
to give prospective buyers a residential disclosure form identifying known defects. Violations of zoning and building permit rules are
addressed on the form. If a seller’s real estate
agent knows about a permit problem or should
have known about it, the agent is required to
disclose the problem to buyers. Agents sometimes subtract unpermitted space from square
footage calculations on MLS listings and this
affects price. Local governments have made
permit records easy to access on-line and over
(continued on page 6)
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the counter. The Durham Building Inspections
Department has records of city permits going
back to 1987. Records have been digitized since
2007. Anyone may check these records as part
of their due diligence in advance of a sale. When
the buyer’s mortgage lender finds out about a
permit problem, loan approval may be denied
or held up until the problem is fixed.
Building permits are not optional. For most
big projects other than ordinary repairs or routine maintenance, a building permit is required.
Significant structural work — additions, foundations, moving walls, etc. — requires a permit.
Most significant electrical and plumbing work
does too. Sometimes contractors and repairmen
will suggest to homeowners that getting a permit is a step that can be skipped. This just isn’t
so. Homeowners should be wary of any contrac-

tor who asks “Do you want me to pull permits
for this job?” The permitting process ensures
that the job will be inspected and that safety and
quality standards will be met. It may add time
and some expense to the job, but it is worth it.
Contractors who urge their homeowner clients
to by-pass the process should be avoided.
Getting a building permit for a job after-thefact can be heartbreaking and very expensive.
Paying the double fees required by the city is the
least of the problem. Depending upon the nature
of the work, it may be necessary to take down
sheetrock and remove insulation to permit inspection of the structure, wiring, and plumbing.
Foundations and concrete pads may have to be
dug up to check footings and underlayment. This
work may have to be supervised by an engineer at
the homeowner’s expense. Then everything has

Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
July 3
First Thursday, 5 p.m.
	Oval Park
July 4

65th Annual Watts Hospital-Hillandale July 4 Parade, 10 a.m.
gather at the corner of Oakland and West Club

July 5
Movies in the Park, “The Muppet Movie,” around 8 p.m.
	Oval Park
July 15

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
at the home of Debbie Hughes, 1406 Virginia

Aug. 2
Movies in the Park, TBD, around 8 p.m.
	Oval Park
Aug. 5

National Night Out Beer Garden, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
at the home of Tom Miller, 1110 Virginia

Aug. 7
First Thursday, 5 p.m.
	Oval Park
Aug. 19

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
at the home of Tom Miller, 1110 Virginia

Sept. 4
First Thursday, 5 p.m.
	Oval Park
Sept. 6
Movies in the Park, TBD, around 8 p.m.
	Oval Park
Sept. 16
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Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
hosted by Melanie Middleton at 2404 W. Club

(continued from page 5)

to be put back in a way that satisfies the building
code. How much better it is to do things correctly
in the first place — with the required permits.

Zoning Protest Petitions
Threatened Again
to m m i l l e r

L a s t s u m m e r , neighborhoods all across
North Carolina were alarmed when the General Assembly amended a bill to eliminate the
time-honored right of neighbors to file a formal
protest petition against property rezoning. If
passed, the legislation would have stripped away
the only protection afforded ordinary people in
the planning and zoning process in North Carolina. Fortunately, neighborhood advocates everywhere wrote to their legislators and the offending
legislation was stopped.
But the issue has not gone away. In April,
Thomas Terrell, Jr., a development attorney with
the law firm of Smith Moore Leatherwood, made
a presentation to the House Committee on Property Owner Protection and Rights in which he
demanded that protest petitions be eliminated.
The committee took no action, but the issue of
protest petitions will probably come up again in
the current legislative “short session.”
A protest petition is valid if signed by the
owners of 5% of a 100-foot-wide buffer around
the property being rezoned. When a valid petition
is filed, the rezoning can be approved only with
a ¾ majority vote of the city council. Very few
valid protest petitions actually get filed, but when
they do, it is a strong signal that the proposed
rezoning may be against the best interest of the
community. Watts-Hillandale neighbors have filed
several valid petitions over the years, including
one against a proposed motel project on Hillandale
Road back in 1985. Just last year neighbors on
Sunset Avenue filed a petition against a proposal
to expand commercial zoning on Guess Road.
If the protest petition right is taken away, ordinary people, the very people whose interests in
their homes are meant to be protected by zoning
rules, will lose their only leverage in a process
that is often stacked against them. Modern zoning regulations are complicated and ordinary
people who cannot afford to hire attorneys and
professional land planners are alienated from the
process. Neighborhoods will be watching this
issue in the General Assembly.

Pa r ad e

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.
Please contact Jeffrey Petrou at jeffreypetrou@yahoo.com to reserve space for your ad.

Looking for Quality Aﬀordable Lawn Care Services?

Lawns by Carlito
*Complete Mowing *Yard CleanCheck out our website: www.lawnsbycarlito.com
Carlito & Alysia Suarez —Licensed & Insured
service@lawnsbycarlito.com or (919) 937-3250

720 Ninth Street 919 286-2700
www.regulatorbookshop.com
“The neighborhood’s bookstore since 1976”

Fourth of July Parade

Neighborhood T-Shirts
— Get Yours on the
Fourth of July!
Summer in the city. It’s gonna be
hot, but with an expenditure of just
$12, you can be cool and with-it.
All you need is a genuine, official,
authorized Watts-Hillandale commemorative undergarment. There
are many designs to choose from in
a rainbow of colors. There is a shirt
to fit everyone (from kids’ sizes up
to adult XL and there are special cut
shirts for the ladies). All shirts are
natural, breathable cotton except
for those which are soft, supple poly
blends. Watts-Hillandale T-shirts
can be acquired for cash or easy
terms at the annual July 4 parade or
any other time by contacting Tom
Miller, our man in underwear, at
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com .

(continued from page 1)

current and former residents of the neighborhood and
of Durham. It is not unusual to see families represented
by four generations of participants.
So, mark your calendars. It starts at 10 o’clock and
is all over by noon. You’ll have plenty of time to head
to the beach, out to the Eno, have a cookout, or just
take a nap. Whatever you do, however, be sure to join
your neighbors in Oval Park.
Carry a Flag on the Fourth!
Demonstrate the wonderful diversity of your country
and neighborhood by carrying the flag of your home
state or nation in the upcoming July 4 parade! If you
don’t have the flag you want, email Tom Miller, this
year’s July 4 coordinator, at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.
Chances are good that he’ll have it. If he does, it will be
ready for you on the morning of the Fourth. If it’s not in
the collection, he’ll try to get it for you. But don’t wait;
send your email message to Tom right away.
Fly a Flag on the Fourth!
This year we will mark the 65th anniversary of the
neighborhood’s July 4 parade and celebration. Help

make this landmark event really special by displaying
a flag from your porch during this patriotic season.
Residential-sized U. S. flags with poles and mounting
hardware are available at home improvement stores.
Flags from every state and nation are available online.
For a shop that makes flags its specialty, go to Capitol
Flag and Flagpole in Raleigh (capitolflagandflagpole.
com). Get your flag today and display it where it can
be seen from the street on the Glorious Fourth of July!
July 4 Parade Volunteers Needed!
Our July Fourth event needs lots of volunteers to
make it run smoothly. We need flag putter-uppers
and taker-downers. We need help with traffic cones
and barriers. Someone has to ice down the drinks
and man the T-shirt booth. We need ladders, tables,
and a couple of pickup trucks. All-in-all, we need
about 25 people to pull it together. There’s a job for
every talent. Interested? It’s fun and it’s over in just
a couple of hours. Call Tom Miller, 286-3730, or
email him at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com. If you prefer,
you can just show up at Oval Park at 8:00 a.m. on
the Glorious Fourth!

Neighborhood Opposes Office Project at 1700 Arrowhead Drive (continued from page 1)
meeting of neighbors living closest to the property
for comments and feedback. The response was one of
uniform opposition. Neighbors expressed concern
about the effect an expansion of non-residential uses
would have on Hillandale Commons and the portion
of the neighborhood that extends west of Hillandale
Road. They observed that the clinic’s proposed access
onto Hillandale seems unrealistic given traffic volume
and that vehicles back up at the I-85 stoplights at certain times of day. They agreed that the ideal use of
the property would be for one or two homes facing
Arrowhead with plenty of room at the rear to buffer
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Hillandale. This use of the property would match the
existing development pattern and would not require
rezoning. Many long-term residents remembered the
neighborhood’s successful battles in the 1980s and
1990s to stop commercial development along Hillandale Road, including three budget motels proposed
for the stretch between I-85 Indian Trail.
Neighborhood association president Jamie Gruener communicated the neighborhood’s opposition to the
proposed Arrowhead Drive rezoning to the clinic’s
operators in April. The clinic is also considering locations in other part of town.
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