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“People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.” —Rogers Hornsby

CITY TO BEGIN CHARGING
FOR NINTH STREET PARKING
TO M M I L L E R

Just as the Ninth Street business district and
surrounding neighborhoods are attempting to absorb and adapt to enormous changes, including the
Harris Teeter, a half-dozen new businesses, and
hundreds of new apartments, the city of Durham
has announced plans to charge for parking in the
city lot on the west side of Ninth. The owners of
independent Ninth Street businesses are worried
that it will all be too much for them to survive.
On February 17, the city council voted to
charge $1 per hour from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m., Monday through Friday, for the 44 spaces in the lot.
No fees will be imposed for on-street parking.
The move comes as a result of a study performed
to examine the best way to recoup what the city
calculates to be a $2 million annual cost city-wide
for parking. Along Ninth Street, part of that cost
comes in the form of the rent the city pays for
the 44-space lot. In 2012, the old Erwin Square
developers sold the property to CPGPI Regency
Erwin, LLC, the Harris Teeter developers. At
first, CPGPI projected that it would continue to
lease the lot to the city for around $15,000 annually, a cost that could be offset by increased tax
revenues. But in October 2013, the price jumped
to nearly $85,000 — creating an imperative for
parking fees in the city’s view.
Ninth Street merchants, headed by Tom
Campbell of the Regulator Bookshop, complained
that the parking lot rent jumped up only after the
city had given the developer all the approvals necessary for the big Ninth Street projects underway
and in the works. The merchants noted that for
a parcel with a tax valuation of just $230,000,
(continued on page 8)

McDonalds Renovate Historic Ninth Street Building
TO M M I L L E R

Cam and Karen McDonald , owners of
the building at 762-764 Ninth Street, have started
a major restoration project of the two-story brick
building that has anchored the corner of Ninth and
Markham for more than a century. The building
was home to Whitmore Bakery and Mack’s Food
Shop in the 1920s and 1930s. James L. Whitmore
was a successful Durham businessman in the early 20th century who built a beautiful foursquare
house at 2404 W. Club Boulevard for himself and
his family. The bakery building has been home to a
dozen businesses over the years, the longest being,
perhaps, Sloan Auto Parts. In recent years, it has
housed a novelty printer and a mail service. Cam
is the son of John and Francis McDonald, owners
of the famous McDonald’s Drug store that operated on Ninth Street from 1916 until 2005. Cam
and Karen made Watts-Hillandale their home
for many years.
The McDonalds intend to undo the toll time
has taken on the building. They have engaged Scott
Harmon of Center Studio Architecture to oversee
the project. Recognizing the building’s landmark
position on the street, the McDonalds and Harmon intend to preserve its historic character and
restore its exterior brickwork, window openings,
and wooden storefronts. On the interior, Harmon
hopes to preserve the original bead-board ceilings.
Downstairs, the building contains a total of
about 3,000 square feet that could be ideal for either retail or restaurant tenants. Historically, this
space has been divided into two separate retail
spaces. Harmon says that if a tenant is interested,
it is possible that the two bays could be combined
into a single space. The upstairs space contains
about 2,000 square feet and could be fitted for

either office or residential use. Harmon said that
the McDonalds are still weighing these options.
He says that the doorway and stairs on the north
side of the building will be retained, giving the
upstairs space a direct outlet onto Ninth Street.
The building has its own parking area at the rear
which will be upgraded and improved.
The building is in the West Durham National
Register Historic District and the restoration
will be done to the exacting standards of the
State Historic Preservation Office as a preservation tax-credit project. Tom Merrigan, an
architect in Harmon’s office, will be handling
the SHPO submittal. The historic preservation
tax-credit programs have stimulated the rebirth
of Durham’s downtown and redirected millions
in federal and state tax dollars back into the city’s
historic commercial and residential districts. Unfortunately, the state tax credit program, which
benefits homeowners as well as businesses, is set
to expire at the end of the year unless the North
Carolina General Assembly renews it.

THE GREAT HUMAN RACE
IS COMING SOON
On March 29 at precisely 7:45 a.m. sharp,
the gun will sound signaling the start of
the 19th Great Human Race. Annually
presented by the Volunteer Center of
Durham to support area nonprofits, this
event will traverse streets throughout the
Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood.
See the insert inside for a map and other
key information.
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Comings & Goings
If you know a new neighbor or are one yourself, please contact
Wendi Gale: wendigale@gmail.com
KALLYN AND ALEX BOERNER, their two dogs BACO and LUCAYA, and their “precious
kitty” JAVA moved from Stuart, Fla. in December (who leaves Florida in the middle of winter?!?!)
to kick start their dream of living in Durham. They chose our great neighborhood because it already
housed their dear friends and a cousin whom they wished to be close to. Both quit their careers as
photojournalists with a newspaper to together facilitate Burning Silver Photography and Alex Photography, and for Kallyn to expand her other passion, Heart in Hands Doula Services. “We love it
here and excited to be a part of this fabulous neighborhood! It’s a loving place and we’re so grateful
to now call Durham our home!!!”
AMY MADISON and her teenage daughter ANNA moved to 1403 Alabama on Feb. 15 after a nine
year stay in Raleigh. Amy has worked as a communications specialist in the Marketing Department at
Durham Tech since May 2013 and has “had enough of the commute.” Anna is a senior at Enloe High
School in Raleigh and has been accepted at UNC-Asheville beginning the fall 2014 semester. She
recently started working at Elmo’s Diner, so she is quickly establishing herself in the neighborhood.
Anna has an older brother, Will, a junior at Evergreen State College in Olympia, Wash. Amy and
her children have always lived in older, walkable neighborhoods. “From what I understand (and just
from reading the s on the listserv), it appears to be a very active and connected place. I’ve lived in
Cameron Park my whole time in Raleigh, which is a very active and friendly neighborhood; W-H
seems to have the same inclusive vibe so I’m excited about getting established.” Amy and Anna look
forward to meeting their new neighbors, so please introduce yourselves.
LIZ MCINERNEY grew up in Chapel Hill and recently moved to Englewood Avenue. She
is currently employed as the Clinical and Community Coordinator for the Integrated Pediatric
Mental Health Initiative at Duke University Health System. Liz loves to travel and has lived in both
Africa and South America prior to settling here in the neighborhood. She also enjoys reading, yoga,
cooking, and dancing.
JEFF AND LINDSAY TERRELL and their 8-month-old daughter EMMA moved into their
new home on 2125 Wilson Street in mid-December and “have loved being in the neighborhood so
far!” Prior to moving here, the family lived for three years in a rental house just up Hillandale on
Omah Street. John works in American Tobacco downtown at Hatteras Venture Partners, a small
firm that invests in healthcare startups, and Lindsay is a pediatric resident at Duke University. They
are adding a back porch to their new house and want to apologize to their new Watts neighbors for
all the construction noise! “We look forward to having members of the neighborhood over soon for
a drink out on the new porch,” writes Jeff.
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THANKS TO PARADE EDITOR WENDI GALE
TO M M I L L E R
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Wendi Gale deserves our special thanks and praise for
years of service as editor of the neighborhood newsletter, PARADE.
Wendi took the job on in 2008 and in her patient, gentle, and supportive
way, pulled the elements of the newsletter together every quarter and
got them cleaned up, organized, and on to the printer. She kept up with
the news and recruited volunteers to write the articles. She fixed the
grammar. She corrected the spelling. She shortened the articles when
they were too long — always with an apology to the author. She urged
the writers to keep deadlines and frequently shortened the time she
needed to do her part so that the writers could have the extra days they
asked for. I know this because I am a contributor to the newsletter who
frequently asked for extra time. My stuff was usually too long and I am a
terrible speller. Despite the tests and trials, Wendi responded only with
generosity and support. Wendi wanted the newsletter to reach everyone
in the neighborhood and from time to time included Spanish-language
articles in the newsletter — another moving part in a difficult job full
of moving parts.
We have been very fortunate over the years to have a succession of
hard-working volunteers editing, designing, and distributing PARADE.
The newsletter has been delivered to the 1,300 households in the neighborhood every quarter for 30 years without a break in service or even a delay.
The editor’s job has now been passed to a new volunteer, our neighbor
Brandee Gruener. It’s a hard job, but well worth doing. The newsletter is
part of the glue that sticks the neighborhood together. Wendi will continue
to contribute neighborhood news with her “Comings & Goings” column.
Thank you, Wendi.

GOODBYE TO REV. NELIUS

According to Sigrid, he was a gentle soul who never stopped being a
pastor to his former flock at St. Andrew’s. Albert loved the arts, literature,
history, and all things cultural. He was a rare human being who would be
the first to show up in times of personal trouble, long after his retirement.
Surviving him is his wife of 58 years, Sigrid. He was preceded by his son,
Stefan von Renner Nelius. Rev. Nelius’ funeral was held at Duke University
Chapel with the Rev. Dr. John Sharpe officiating.
Memorial donations to: Chapel Choir &Music Endowment of Duke
Chapel, www.gifts.duke.edu.chapel, or to Duke Home Care & Hospice.
On-line condolences: hall-wynne.com.

GOODBYE TO MR. HOLMES
TO M M I L L E R

Long-time Woodrow Street neighbor Arthur Watson “Bill”
Holmes died on November 19, 2013. He was 94. Mr. Holmes owned and
operated the Ideal Sundry on Hillsborough Road near Grey Stone Baptist
Church, his church, for 40 years. There he sold candy, pharmacy items, toys,
comic books and magazines and, most importantly, Ideal Sundry lemonade.
After he retired, Mr. Holmes continued to make his famous lemonade in
the basement of his Woodrow Street home. He supplied it to friends and
(continued on page 6)

Upcoming Neighborhood
Meetings and Events
March 20

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

March 29

Great Human Race, 7:45 a.m.

April 3

First Thursday, 5 p.m.

April 17

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

May 1

First Thursday, 5 p.m.

May 20

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

June 5

First Thursday, 5 p.m.

June 17

Neighborhood Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

C AT I E S H A F F E R
Catie Shaffer
919.949.0637
catietshaffer@gmail.com
3112 Sprunt
Melanie Middleton
marollm@yahoo.com
1404 Alabama

919.309.7691

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:

DAVE WOFFORD and ANNIE KAO, formerly of 2205 Englewood Ave. (the house with
the tin rooster in the front yard), just could not stay away from the best ’hood in town. After a brief
sojourn in Duke Forest, they recently moved back into 1307 Virginia Avenue. Their son MILES
is almost 2 and a half, and the whole family, including BELLA the dog, “are happy to be back in
our old neighborhood and around old friends. We have enjoyed getting to know new folks in our
new location and look forward to becoming acquainted with even more.” Dave owns and operates
Horse & Buggy Press downtown at 401 B Foster Street out of the Bull City Arts Collaborative. He
is excited about the slate of guest artists’ exhibits he has lined up for the foyer gallery this year. The
studio is open on the Third Friday of every month from 6–9 p.m. as part of Third Friday Durham,
as well as every Friday from 11–2.
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PA R A D E

T h e R e v. A l b e rt A r n o l d N e l i u s , former resident of the
Watts-Hillandale neighborhood, passed away January 1, 2014 at the Forest at Duke Retirement Community in Durham. Born in Memphis, Tenn.,
on December 9, 1925, he was 88 years old. Albert served in the US Navy
during WW II, graduated from Rhodes College in Memphis, and then
finished Virginia Theological Seminary in 1954. He was ordained as an
Episcopal minister and began his ministry in Nashville. This is where met
his future wife, Sigrid von Renner, MD, during her residency at Vanderbilt.
Albert and his young family moved to Durham in 1960 where he began
as Pastor at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church. In 1970, he became the Vicar
of St. Andrew’s in Durham. He held that position to a small congregation
until 1995 when it closed its doors.
In 1969, Albert finished a master’s degree in Library Science from UNC
then began working at Perkins Library in Duke University, where he retired
as Circulation Director in 1992. 1969 is the same year the family moved to
their newly built house on Sprunt Avenue, one of the first homes built on
the reservoir side of the Watts-Hillandale neighborhood.
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at the home of Jamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club
W. Club, Broad, Alabama, Sprunt
Oval Park

at the home of Josh Allen, 2417 W. Club
Oval Park

at the home of Diane Zimmerman, 2201 Pershing
Oval Park

at the home of Catie Shaffer, 3112 Sprunt
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The Heart of the Neighborhood

NOTABLE
HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at http://www.whhna.org

Living ‘Fence’ to Come to Oval Park
B R A N D E E G RU E N E R

Last fall , the city’s Parks and Recreation Department announced its intention to install a fence
at Oval Park. A fence was part of the original park
renovation project, but had been delayed. Beth
Timson of Parks and Recreation presented two
proposals to the neighborhood: one for a chain link
fence around the playground and one for an aluminum fence along the northern border of the park.
The WHHNA board responded by sending
out a survey to gauge opinions in the neighborhood. A majority who took the survey indicated
that they would prefer not to see a fence at the
park (the vote was 61 for and 82 against). After
seeing the survey responses and discussing the
options with the board, Timson concluded that
planting a hedge at the northern edge of the park
was the best solution.
Timson says the shrubs will likely be planted
this spring. Though the details hadn’t been confirmed, “The city’s urban forester has recommended quince as a species to plant: some small thorns
as a deterrent, but not vicious thorns — also nice
spring flowers and colorful small fall fruit,” she
wrote. “So we’ll probably go with that.”

Development Roundup
TO M M I L L E R

Local chef Charlie Deal has leased
the prime corner location at the Shops at Erwin
Mill on Ninth Street (next to Panera Bread in
the old George’s Garage building). He plans
to open a new “Almost Asian” restaurant there
called JUJU. Deal is a partner in two successful
area eateries: Dos Perros in downtown Durham
and Jujube, an Asian fusion restaurant in Chapel
Hill. Juju will concentrate on steamed dumplings and other dim sum items in addition to a
regular menu. The space contains 4,700 square
feet and was the last of the large spaces in the
George’s building left unleased toward the end
of 2013. Many people concerned about the arrival of national chains along Ninth Street have
expressed relief that this spot has gone to a local
business with a solid reputation. Look for a July
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opening. Now, only two spaces are left in the
George’s building. Three other Shops at Erwin
Mill spaces, including space in the old post office
building further south along Ninth, are available.
The folks at Chartwell Property Group, the
developers of the Harris Teeter and other Ninth
Street properties, have recently acquired the
half-city block between Hillsborough Road and
Green Street just to the west of Blu Seafood.
The Hillsborough Road side of the property has
been used as a DUKE PARK-AND-RIDE lot
for many years. The Green Street side is currently
divided into vacant residential lots. Jack Dunn,
spokesman for the developers, says that his group
has no immediate plans to develop the property
and will continue to lease the parking lot to Duke.
Duke has recently announced plans to resurface
the lot, mark it for more spaces, and to install hightech access control equipment for permit holders.
The property presents significant development challenges. It is traversed by a major power easement and, in the middle of the property,
down in a wooded swale, there is a large, open
concrete vat left over from the days when the
property was part of the Erwin Mills textile
plant. The Hillsborough Road side of the property is zoned Support 2 under the new Ninth
Street regulations. This means that the property
can be used for residential or commercial purposes, but the buildings erected there must be a
maximum of 45 feet high and conform to one or
more of the “building frontage types” laid out in
the zoning code. Support 2 is meant to function
as a stepped-down transitional zone between
the intense development allowed to the south
and the traditional residential neighborhoods to
the north. The Green Street side of the property
is zoned for single family homes and duplexes.
Duke has also announced plans to create a
NEW PARKING LOT on the strip of vacant
land along Hillsborough Road immediately to
the west of Carolina Avenue south of Gin Street.
Because this site has not previously been used as
a parking lot, this project will probably trigger
buffer, landscaping, lighting, and storm water
runoff control requirements by the city and state.
There are no plans to reopen Carolina Avenue to
through traffic.

On Jan. 2, a fire damaged the old MAGNOLIA GRILL building on Ninth Street.
The building has been vacant since the famous
restaurant closed last year. According to Ty
Thomas, a broker with Cushman-Wakefield,
the fire began in a shed addition at the rear of
the property and appears to have been started by someone seeking shelter from winter’s
cold. Thomas said the damage was mostly due
to smoke and the water used to extinguish the
fire. The structural integrity of the building was
not threatened and cleanup is underway. Thomas
said that the owners, Lex and Anne Alexander, want to lease the space to a local business,
preferably a restaurant. The Alexanders were
founders of the Wellspring Grocery that occupied the building in the 1980s.
Also in the Erwin Mills area, CRESCENT
NINTH STREET, the 303-unit apartment project under construction between Harris Teeter
and the Hilton Garden Inn, has begun pre-leasing. The leasing office says that about 150 units
will be ready for a June 1 opening date. The project’s 46 studio units will go for about $1,050 a
month. The 163 one-bedroom apartments will
rent for between $1,400 and $1,800. Rents for
the 86 two-bedroom units run from $1,750 to
$3,050 depending on unit size. The project will
have a saltwater swimming pool, a 4,000 sq.
ft. athletic club, entertainment areas, a business
center, a dog park, and a spa.
Over on Broad Street, STEP, the women’s
shoe store in Arthur Rogers’ ADF building,
has moved out. Owner Nancy McKaig has
consolidated Step into Smitten, her women’s
boutique on Main Street near Brightleaf Square.
Rogers says that he has lined up a new women’s
clothing store to fill the Broad Street vacancy.
Further north along Broad, work on the much
anticipated OVAL PARK GRILLE is moving
apace. The restaurant will occupy the space vacated when Broad Street Café closed last June.
The space is being seriously reworked. The
front 20 feet of the building has been opened
up to accommodate a patio. Project architect
Ellen Casilly says this will let in the afternoon
sun but protect patrons from the rain. The patio will seat about 25 patrons and another 75

PA R A D E

will dine indoors. Greg de Marchi, a neighbor
and partner in the venture, hopes to be open for
business by the end of April. De Marchi was the
bar manager at Vin Rouge and his OPG partner,
Todd Whitney, was Vin Rouge chef de cuisine.
The two also plan a bar, TONIC, for the space
next door. De Marchi wants Oval Park Grille
to be the neighborhood’s “regular place” with
a varying menu and reasonable prices.
Last, but not least in this round up, GREGORIA’S CUBAN STEAKHOUSE has opened to
very favorable reviews at its new location at the
corner of Hillsborough Road and Trent Street.
The restaurant was originally called Gregoria’s
Kitchen and was located in the old Peddler’s
Steak House building on Chapel Hill Road. It
had to close when that building was damaged
by fire over a year ago. It has now reopened as
a steakhouse with a Cuban flare featuring not
only the flank steak dishes familiar to its customers, but fillet mignon, New York strips, and
vegetarian selections as well. The new location
was originally built in the 1970s as a Chinese
restaurant, but has hosted a number of other
businesses since.

Hillandale Golf Course Offers
Summer Camps
Get your kids interested in golf with
Junior Golf Camps in the summer. For kids ages
10 to 16, the five-day camps, including instruction,
lunch, and a round of golf, cost $225. Dates this
year are July 14– 18 and Aug. 4– 8. For kids ages
4 to 9, four evenings of instruction cost just $60.
Registration is going on right now. Please visit
http://www.hillandalegolf.com/golf/junior-golf
for more information.
Once learned, golf is a game you can play all
your life. And Hillandale is so accessible! It’s at
our doorstep and has been a fixture here for more
than 100 years. There are no expensive club dues
and no exclusive memberships. Hillandale was always everyman’s golf course and under Karl Kimball’s management that hasn’t changed. Eighteen
holes of golf costs as little as $21 if you walk and

$34 if you ride. If you have never played, lessons
from the pros cost $160 for a series of three.
In 2011, the trust that operated Hillandale
Golf Course announced that it was out of money
and would close the course. That news came as
a cold shock to the local golfing community and
to the neighborhood. Although the future of the
course looked bleak, several things came together to save the day. One of those things was the
quick response of City Manager Tom Bonfield,
who recognized a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
for the city. With the city council’s support, he
negotiated a deal to take the course off the trust’s
hands. Another saving grace was a dedicated golf
course staff, led by Kimball, ready to take on the
risky venture of running the course on contract
with the city. That was then. Now the course
is recovering from years of financial starvation.
There are new greens, revamped programs, and
a new enthusiasm.

Flagpole Restored
Last year, someone vandalized the
flagpole at the “Welcome to Durham” sign on
I-85 at the edge of the golf course. What was
probably a prank was relatively expensive to fix,
so nothing much happened until Tim Dodge, on
Bellevue Avenue, suggested that the neighborhood take the restoration of the flagpole on as
a project. The idea went to the neighborhood
association board where it was immediately approved. With city approval, cooperation from the
golf course, money from the association’s treasury,
and donations from neighbors, the association
hired Capitol Flag and Flagpole Company of
Raleigh to put the pole right again.
The flagpole was originally erected by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars to honor veterans and
welcome interstate travelers to Durham. Thanks
to Tim, at some point in the near future we will
have a ceremony to rededicate the pole and hoist
a crisp, new U.S. flag.
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Cleaning up Ellerbe Creek
P H OTO B Y JA M I E G RU E N E R

Volunteers from the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association and the neighborhood remove
invasive plants from the 17-Acre Wood, a floodplain forest along the creek at the northern
edge of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood. Volunteers also installed signs and
cleaned up trash during the February 22 Community Stewardship Day.
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These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.

(continued from page 3)

Please contact Jeffrey Petrou at jeffreypetrou@yahoo.com to reserve space for your ad.

organizations he supported. For many years, Mr. Holmes’s Ideal Sundry
lemonade was a beloved part of the Watts-Hillandale Fourth of July tradition. Former neighborhood association president Dean Michaels shares
this memory of Mr. Holmes:

THANKS FOR A SUCCESSFUL NIGHT OF
LIGHTS IN 2013

I remember the first time I entered the lair of Mr. Holmes’ basement and his lemonade making factory. He had coolers stacked up all over one side, multiple refrigerators,
some electronic juicers that were built in the days when things lasted — I figured they
weighed about 20 pounds apiece. Spoons, stirrers, and filter cones all hung from the
floor joists making it look like one could make music by playing all of them with just
the precise stroke.
I went there on the board’s directive, as president, to ask him if he’d participate once
again in our annual Fourth of July celebration by making his legendary lemonade. But
also, because Mr. Holmes was getting up there in years, we were hoping that he would
share his recipe with us so we could carry on the tradition even when he could not.
I’m pretty sure he saw the transparency of my visit, and maybe the futility also, since
he decided to engage me with a little “taste” of the production process. First, I learned
that he had been shopping for lemons all year long, searching for the best case prices he
could find — we’re talking industrial size boxes of lemons waiting for juicing. He
then opened one of the refrigerators that contained shelves of juice and pulp that were
waiting to be combined with sugar and water to make the magic elixir. He then went
over to one of the 150 quart coolers and opened it to show me a batch, already mixed,
that was in a slurry state. Boy did it smell good!
Then I understood and it became so apparent; this lemonade could only be made by
one person — that’s why it was Mr. Holmes’ Lemonade! No one else could do it. He
wasn’t going to pass the recipe on, and even if he had, it wouldn’t have been the same.
I’d had tasted that wonderful, thirst-quenching beverage on numerous occasions
in previous summers, but on that year’s Fourth of July I tasted it again for the first
time and basked in its magnificence!

Thanks to the many neighbors who came out to support

We were lucky indeed to have enjoyed Mr. Holmes’ lemonade all those
years made by his loving and experienced hands according to his secret
recipe. Mr. Holmes is survived by his wife of 66 years, our neighbor, Mary
Anne Powers Holmes.

STEIN WINS PRESTIGIOUS COOK AWARD
In February, David Stein of Carolina Avenue won Duke
University’s prestigious Samuel DuBois Cook Award. David is senior
education partnership coordinator for the Duke Durham Neighborhood
Partnership and has served as the program’s liaison to eight local schools. He
has organized successful programs to help minority students. One program
encourages minority students to pursue careers in medicine and science.
Another brings them to Duke’s campus for a day. David has also developed
Spanish language and Latino culture programs for local school personnel
and has arranged for them to participate in professional enrichment programs on campus. David is no stranger to community service. He served
on the Watts-Hillandale association board and for many years edited and
coordinated the neighborhood’s newsletter, PARADE.
The award was created in 1997 to honor Samuel DuBois Cook, the
first African American hired and tenured member of Duke’s faculty. Cook
went on to become president of Dillard University in Louisiana. Always
a champion of social and economic justice, Cook was a close friend of Dr.
Martin Luther King. Before he retired, Cook served on Duke University’s
board of trustees. Congratulations to David, and well done!
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DEAN MICHAELS

the WHHNA in December in its efforts to raise valuable revenue for the
upcoming year’s anticipated expenditures. In spite of the rainy Saturday
weather, which is becoming as much a tradition as the Night of Lights itself,
luminary supplies sold out late on Sunday!
Special thanks goes to the many volunteers that helped make the Night
of Lights weekend such a rousing success:

Change the World...

at One World Market

A FAIR TRADE STORE
One World Market is a Fair Trade, Non-Profit Retail Store,
staffed by volunteers with the sole mission of ending world
poverty. We sell handmade items like jewelry, home décor,
and toys from over 60 different developing countries.

$2,128
raised by luminary sales
and memberships

Board Members - Chris Rusconi, Leila
Keen and daughter Eva Mills, Catie Shaffer, Debbie Hughes, James Umbanhower,
Jamie Gruener, and Dean Michaels

459
members

811 Ninth Street, Durham, NC 27705
919-286-2457 www.oneworldmarket.info
facebook.com/oneworldmarket

720 Ninth Street 919 286-2700
www.regulatorbookshop.com
“The neighborhood’s bookstore since 1976”

TRAFFIC CIRCLE GARDENERS
SUPPORTED BY BOARD
Ruth Ferguson and Susan Trabka received some much-earned support
from the WHHNA board for their work to keep our neighborhood streets
beautiful. The two women have volunteered to landscape the traffic circles
at Sprunt and Maryland and Sunset and Delaware, covering the cost of
plants and landscaping materials out of pocket. The board recently agreed
to give each of the gardeners $100 to help defray those costs; though the
small fee may not fully compensate them, it was intended to recognize their
hard work beautifying the city.
“It was a pleasant surprise to have the board raise the issue and provide funds to maintain these little gardens,” said Susan Trabka. “Bulbs are
pushing up at Sunset and Delaware so there should soon be some little
splashes of color.”
GARDEN TIP
Cankerworms (also called inchworms or loopers) begin to hatch in
March and April, munching on tree leaves and dangling on threads
until they burrow underground weeks later to spin cocoons. After
cold snaps the following winter, the female flightless moths climb
back up the trees to repeat the life cycle. Though you can spray for
worms in the spring, tree banding in November and December is
the most effective way to control a cankerworm infestation. They
are especially attracted to oaks, maples, and elms.
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*Complete Mowing *Yard CleanCheck out our website: www.lawnsbycarlito.com
Carlito & Alysia Suarez —Licensed & Insured
service@lawnsbycarlito.com or (919) 937-3250

$4,100
raised for the
Community Kitchen

A special mention of thanks goes to 9-year-old Haley Zitser, who made
and sold a batch of her delicious blueberry muffins and donated nearly $30
to the Community Kitchen. Thanks Haley, Jemma, and Eva for reminding
us you can always make a difference, regardless of age!

Lawns by Carlito

You can change the world without leaving your neighborhood!

NIGHT OF LIGHTS
BY THE NUMBERS

Neighbors - Kevin Young, Tom Miller,
Steve and Edie Cohn, Cheryl Mitchell
Olds, Ted Outwater (who worked the
entire day on Sunday), Jeffrey Petrou, Pamela Kachurin, Reid Shaffer, Tobi Lippin
and daughter Jemma, Paul Ruth, Michelle
DeRose, and Cynthia Rider

Looking for Quality Aﬀordable Lawn Care Services?

NINTH STREET PARKING (continued from page 1)
annual rent of $85,000 for the parking lot comes
to a heady and over-generous return. They are
worried that the parking fee and the hassle of
metering will place a barrier between the longtime independent merchants and their customers.
A 20% drop in business would be fatal to most
businesses on the east side of the street, Campbell
said in a memo to the city council.
Some merchants have accepted the parking
fee as inevitable, but expect the city to step up
promised improvements in the area like better
lighting, landscaping, and paved and dressed up
alleyways behind the businesses. They note that
the independent merchants on Ninth Street have
paid taxes for 35 years and have attracted some
$60 million worth of investment without receiv-
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ing any of the millions in public money the city
has poured into downtown over the same period.
That complaint registered with at least one city
council member, Eugene Brown, who has proposed extending some of the city’s downtown
programs, such as façade improvement grants,
to Ninth Street. At the February city council
meeting, the city staff promised to return to the
council later this spring with more solid proposals to improve the Ninth Street area.
Fees for parking in the new lot will not kick in
until this summer. This will give the city time to
resurface the lot and install the necessary money
collection equipment. The developers have agreed
to forgo rent during this period as a favor to the
city. While parking on the street will continue

to be free, the city has promised to more strictly
enforce a two-hour limit.
City officials and merchants have predicted that shoppers will probably choose the free
Harris Teeter lot before paying for parking in the
city-leased lot. This might cause the developer
to restrict the lot to customers headed to Harris
Teeter and the developer’s other west side retail
tenants — a parking war which will tarnish the
whole district. Ninth Street’s historic shopping
district and its supporting neighborhoods have
worked well together in close proximity for more
than a century. It is incumbent upon everyone involved — long-time merchants, new developers,
neighborhood groups, and the city — to respect
and preserve the area’s fragile stability.
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