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F O C U S

It‘s the oldest continuously held Independence Day 
celebration in Durham.  It has been written about in 
national magazines and it is the model for hundreds 
of similar events all over the country.  It’s the Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood July 4 Parade and 
Celebration.  This will be its 64th year without inter-
ruption.

It started in 1950 at the corner of Virginia Avenue 
and Club Boulevard.  It was hot.  There was no air-
conditioning.  The neighborhood kids were sweaty 
and mopey and complained about having nothing 
fun to do.  Young mother Alice Walker proposed an 
idea, “Why not have a parade?”  Why not indeed.  
She set the kids to decorating their trikes and bikes 
with red, white, and blue crepe paper.  Husband Tom 
produced a flag.  The kids, there were just a handful 
that year - Tallys, Cobles, Bakers, and the Walkers, of 
course - marched down the sidewalk along Club and 
back again.  It was fun!  The route was short so they 
did it again.  Then back to the Walkers’ back yard 
where the recited the Pledge of Allegiance and sang 
songs, including ‘America the Beautiful.’ Alice was a 
distant cousin of Katherine Lee Bates, the woman that 
wrote it.  The proceedings closed with a cold bottle 
of pop – a real treat in those days.

The kids didn’t forget, so they did it every year and 
it grew.  Soon the sidewalk was too narrow, so Tom 
Walker got a motorcycle cop to close Club Boulevard 

so the kids and their parents could march in the 
street.  The back yards grew too small, so the sing-
ing and cold drinks moved to Oval Park.  The home-
made decorations became more elaborate as families 
began to prepare days in advance.  Mothers made 
special red, white, and blue outfits and much paint 
and posterboard was expended in making floats and 
placards.  In 1959, when Alaska joined the union, 
Tom got a 49-star flag and the next year he went out 
and got another one when Hawaii became the fiftieth 
state.

Now, 64 years later, those original flags still lead the 
parade.  What began with a half-dozen neighbor-
hood kids now continues with as many as 800 to a 
thousand kids and neighbors from Watts-Hillandale 
and all over the country.  It is not unusual to see four 
generations of marchers from a single family present 
at a Watts-Hillandale Fourth.  Families who do not 
get together at Christmas will not miss the Fourth of 
July in Oval Park.

The program is little changed.  At around 8 on the 
morning of the Fourth, volunteers gather in the park 
to prepare for the event.  They hang hundreds of 
flags – from every state and nation.  The drinks are 
iced down in preparation.  Then at about 9:45, the 
people come.  Hundreds of them.  Just like in 1950, 
kids decorate their bikes and trikes with red, white, 
and blue crepe paper.  People bring their flags.  

Don’t Miss the 64th Annual Watts –Hillandale Fourth of July Parade! 
Oval Park, Thursday, July 4, at ten o’clock in the morning.  Don’t miss it.

(Continued on Page 8)
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“A real patriot is the fellow who gets a parking ticket and rejoices that the system works.” — Bill Vaughan
“Our house had a heart and a soul… we were in its confidence and lived in its grace.” — Mark Twain
“True patriotism hates injustice in its own land more than anywhere else.” — Clarence Darrow 

Heart of the Neighborhood 
—continued
council to change the zoning of the lot at 2125 to permit 
commercial use.  He added the lot at 2131 to his rezoning 
request to avoid the buffers the zoning code requires when 
residential and commercially zoned properties share a bound-
ary.  Neighbors in the area and the neighborhood association 
opposed the rezoning on grounds that if allowed, it would 
upset a development pattern that has been stable for 50 years. 
The case moved through the system slowly with many false 

Flags from their home states.  Flags from their home 
countries.  This was one of Tom Walker’s ideas.  He 
liked the event to stress the ‘E pluribus, unum’ idea.  
“From many, one.”  

At ten o’clock, at the corner of Oakland and Club, 
the ceremony begins with a brief review of the famous 
three rules, “One, obey all rules.  Two, don’t get in 
front of the fire engine because the firemen may have 
to respond to a call.  And three, study hard and go 
to a good college!”  With that, a ring of the cow bell 
and a brief blast of the fire engine’s 
siren, the parade begins.  Down Club 
it goes to Alabama.  Then along 
Alabama to Woodrow and from there, 
back to the park.  Then we recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance – usually led 
by a visiting dignitary.  After that the 
O.K. Chorale will lead us in songs 
– starting with their unusually mov-
ing a cappella rendition of ‘The Star-
Spangled Banner’ and then ‘America 
the Beautiful.’  Finally, a cold drink 
and conversation.  Home in time for 
a cookout, siesta, the Festival for the 
Eno, or fireworks downtown.

This year’s celebration will be bit-
tersweet.  In February, the parade’s 
founder, Alice Walker, passed away.  
She never missed a parade – even 
when old age required her to move from the neighbor-
hood.  On the Fourth, the Walker family will come from 
their homes all over the country to be with us this year.  
Before the parade begins, we will recognize them and 
thank them for their family’s last contribution to the  
community.  

So mark the date and time on your calendar.  Buy your 
crepe paper.  Hang out your flag.  This year’s Watts-
Hillandale Fourth of July will be special.

FOCUS—continued
starts as Bourbous changed his plans or waited to the last min-
ute to make corrections necessary for his application to move 
forward.  The matter went before the Planning Commission 
twice, in November, 2011 and again in November, 2012, each 
time ending in a recommendation of denial.

Even though the neighbors had a strong case, they decided to 
propose a compromise with Bourbous – trading the commer-
cial zoning on 2125 guess for beefed-up buffer requirements.  
Bourbous’s response, again at the last minute before the case 
was scheduled to go before the council for a final decision in 
February, was equivocal.  The council voted to delay making 

a decision for a month to give the parties 
a chance to settle their differences.  This 
came to nothing.  At a subsequent meeting 
between the neighbors and Mr. Bourbous, 
he refused to provide even the minimum 
buffers required by the code.

When the case went back before the 
council in March, council members were 
disappointed in the lack of progress, but 
impatient with the prospect of further 
delay.  Neighborhood association board 
member Chris Rusconi led off the argu-
ments for the neighborhood followed by 
neighbor Kay Ringer and neighborhood 
zoning committee chair Tom Miller.  
About 60 neighbors filled the council 
chambers.  

Carry a Flag in the Parade!

Would you like to carry the flag in the Watts-Hillandale Fourth 
of July Parade?  Whether it’s the flag of your home state or 

your home county, there’s a good chance we’ve got it.  Maybe it’s 
the flag of the place where you had that fantastic vacation.  Maybe 
it’s the flag of the country  you stayed up late studying for the 
report your kid forgot to mention until the night before.  It doesn’t 
matter; if we have it you can carry it in the parade.  Call Tom 
Miller and let him know you want to march with a flag and he’ll 
make sure you’re properly equipped.  Phone:  286-3730, or e-mail:  
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.

Neighborhood T-Shirts 

Embarrassed at the prospect of going through the warm months 
wearing the same miserable old tees you wore last year?  You 

know, the ones with the holes and the stains from who knows what?  
With an expenditure of just $12, you can be bright and fresh, hip 
and with-it.  All you need is a genuine, authorized Watts-Hillandale 
commemorative undergarment.  There are many designs to choose 
from in a rainbow of colors.  There will be a shirt to fit everyone (if 
you are small, medium, large or XL).  All shirts are natural, breath-
able cotton.  Watts-Hillandale t-shirts can be acquired for cash or 
easy terms at the annual July 4 parade or any other time by contact-
ing Tom miller, our man in underwear.  Call Tom at (919) 286-3730 
or e-mail him at tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.
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Change the World...

You can change the world without leaving your neighborhood!

at One World Market
A  FAIR TRADE STORE

One World Market is a Fair Trade, Non-Profit Retail Store, 
staffed by volunteers with the sole mission of ending world 
poverty. We sell handmade items like jewelry, home décor, 

and toys from over 60 different developing countries. 

811 Ninth Street, Durham, NC 27705
919-286-2457 www.oneworldmarket.info

facebook.com/oneworldmarket

720 Ninth Street  919 286-2700
www.regulatorbookshop.com

“The neighborhood’s bookstore since 1976”

Local Family Owned Termite & Pest Control Company 

 

 Check out our website: www.castle-pest.com  

 

-8686 

- Licensed and Insured  
NC License #1979PW 

Free Termite  

& Bed Bug  

 

General Pest 

Control: 
Ants, Bed Bugs, Roaches,  
Silverfish & Mice   

Lawns by Carlito  
Looking for Quality Affordable Lawn Care Services? 

*Complete Mowing *Yard Clean-  

Check out our website: www.lawnsbycarlito.com  

 

Carlito & Alysia Suarez —Licensed & Insured 

service@lawnsbycarlito.com  or (919) 937-3250 

           
        Hair color specialists              

         
               

2618 Hillsborough Road 
            Durham, NC 27705 

 
          (919) 259-3518 

          thegrapevinehairstudio.com 
 

The Grapevine 
Hair Studio 

Featuring ammonia-free 
permanent hair color 

 Many hands are needed to make our Fourth 
of July Celebration the really wonderful event the 
neighborhood has come to love.  We need flag  
puter-uppers and taker-downers, t-shirt sellers,  
traffic directors, lemonade dippers, parade marshals, 
and cleaner-uppers.  We also need two pick-up 
trucks.

If you can help, please join us on Thursday 
morning, July 4, in Oval Park at 8:00 a.m.  The 
work we do is rewarded on the faces of hundreds of 
happy neighbors.  Twenty willing helpers will make 
the work fast and fun.  Make volunteering part of 
your July 4 tradition.  E-mail Tom Miller at  
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com.  To get on the July 4  
volunteer list for 2013.

The World is too much with us

The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:
 Little we see in nature that is ours;
 We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!
 This Sea her bosom to the moon;
 The Winds that will be howling at all hours
 And are up-gathered now like sleeping flowers;
 For this, for every thing, we are out of tune;
 It moves us not. Great God! I'd rather be
 A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn;
 So might I, standing on this pleasant lea,
 Have glimpses that would make me less forlorn;
 Have sight of Proteus coming from the sea;
 Or hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn.
     —Will iam WordsWorth

The Argument of His Book

I sing of Brooks, of Blossoms, Birds, and Bowers:
 Of April, May, of June, and July-Flowers.
 I sing of May-poles, Hock-carts, Wassails, Wakes,
 Of Bride-grooms, Brides, and of their Bridall-cakes.
 I write of Youth, of Love, and have Accesse
 By these, to sing of cleanly-Wantonnesse.
 I sing of Dewes, of Raines, and piece by piece
 Of Balme, of Oyle, of Spice and Amber-Greece.
 I sing of Times trans-shifting; and I write
 How Roses first came Red and Lillies White.
 I write of Groves, of Twilights, and I sing
 The Court of Mab, and of the Farie-King.
 I write of Hell; I sing (and ever shall)
 Of Heaven, and hope to have it after all.

—robert herrick

July 4 Volunteers Needed!

Poems
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Community 
News

0
If you know a new  
neighbor or are one  
yourself, please contact  
Wendi Gale:
wendigale@gmail.com

Comings  
&Goings

 Long-time Watts-Hillandaler Alice Bates Walker 
died on February 17 at Croasdaile Village Retirement 
Community.  She was 94.  Alice and her husband, 
Tom, moved to the neighborhood in 1948.  Their first 
home was at 2223 West Club Boulevard.  As their 
family grew, they moved to a larger home at 2114 
West Club.  The Walkers touched the lives of every-
one who has lived in the neighborhood for the last 
60 years.  In 1950, Alice and Tom organized the neigh-
borhood’s first Fourth of July parade.  They managed 
it for years afterwards and watched it grow from a 
handful of kids to the hundreds who now participate.  
The event is still very much imbued with the Walkers’ 
quiet and gentle form of patriotism.

 Alice was born in Tennessee.  Trained in home 
economics, her first job required her to travel 
the state teaching domestic arts – including food 
preservation, sewing, and home-making.  She mar-
ried Tom in 1940 and they came to Durham so he 
could earn his master’s degree in chemistry at Duke.  
Thereafter, Tom worked at Liggett and Myers and 
Alice raised their family.  She also taught home-making 
to pregnant teens and young mothers at the Durham 
Cooperative School.  Alice was intelligent, patient, 
kind, and unfailingly supportive.  She was engaged in 
the community and the neighborhood kids loved her.  
She volunteered at school, with the girl scouts, and 
the library.  She had a strong sense of civic obligation.  
She believed in civil rights and encouraged everyone 

to vote.  She was a poll worker.  She and Tom were 
founding members of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale 
neighborhood Association and Tom served on the 
committee that drafted the neighborhood’s first  
by-laws.

 The Walkers supplied the U. S. and North Carolina 
flags for the “color guard” of the parade.  Typical 
of Alice, each flag was protected by a hand-made 
sleeve of light blue material when it was not in use.  
Alice never missed a parade.  Even after Tom died 
in 1990, Alice would march wearing her red, white, 
and blue, gingham shirt and carrying her distinctive 
Guilford Courthouse N. C. Militia flag.  Alice moved 
to Croasdaile Village in 1994, but she always returned 
to visit friends and to watch the parade when age 
prevented her from more active participation.

 Alice and Tom raised five children in Watts-
Hillandale.  In time they grew up, went away to school, 
married and had their own families.  They live all over 
the state and country now, but will return to Durham 
and the neighborhood for a memorial service for 
their mother and the neighborhood’s Fourth of July 
celebration.

 The Watts-Hillandale of today owes its iden-
tity and traditions of openness, kindness, and civic 
involvement to the example set by Alice and Tom 
Walker.  Quite appropriately, the flagpole in Oval Park 
is dedicated to them.

Frank J. Schwab moved in early March to our won-
derful neighbor ‘hood’ and town from his home just 
north of New York City. Once a musician whose ‘jin-
gles’ were often piped into NYC elevators, songwriter 
of many popular show tunes, and co-founder of Cole 
Haan shoes, Frank now looks forward to relaxing and 
enjoying his retirement at 1612 Maryland Avenue 
with his daughter, Wendi, old friend Timothy, Rosie 
the dog, and Sunflower and Violet, the cats. Frank 
has already found joy in the warmth of many new 
neighbors and the tasty delicacies of great local eat-
eries.

OFFICERS
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1400 Alabama
larry.chapman@gmail.com 919.491.5760
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1402 Virginia
jumbanho@gmail.com 919.294.2447

Tom Harris, Treasurer
3306 Sprunt Ave.
tomharris64@nc.rr.com 919.765.0644 
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1700 Maryland
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Jamie Gruener
2410 W. Club
jamie.gruener@gmail.com 919.624.9760

Sarah Meyer
1503 Oakland Ave.
beebalm@mac.com 919.286.3007

Clare Adkin
2203 Alabama Ave 
clareadkin@nc.rr.com 919 286-2055

Howard Wood
2400 Tampa Ave 
howardwood@juno.com 919 215-8575 

Chris Rusconi
1429 Pennsylvania Ave 
chrusconi@gmail.com 919 416-0124 

Leila Keen 
1607 Delaware 
leilakeen@earthlink.net  919 416-0573 

Jeffrey Petrou 
Advertising Coordinator
jeffreypetrou@yahoo.com  404 276-4938 

Debbie Hughes 
1431Pennsylvania Ave 
deborah.hughes08@gmail.com  662 801-4401

Diane Zimmerman
2201 Pershing 
dzimm@nc.rr.com  919 767-1312 

Active Non-Members
Tom Miller (zoning; tee-shirts; neighborhood history)  
tom-miller1@nc.rr.com 

Wendi Gale (PARADE editor)  
wendigale@gmail.com 

To contact the board members as a group, please email:
WHHNA_Board@googlegroups.com

upcoming Board meetings 
7:00 pm

Jul.16  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 At the home of of Chris Rusconi  
 1429 Pennsylvania Ave
Aug. 20  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 At the home of Diane Zimmerman  
 2201 Pershing Street
Sep. 17  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 At the home of Tom Miller  
 1108 Virginia Ave

All meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month. If 
you need a ride, please call one of the board members and 

s/he will happily pick you up and take you back home. 
Todas las reunions se celebran el tercer martes de cada 
mes. Llame por favor a miembro del Consejo si usted 

necesita un paseo assistir a una reunion.

Neighborhood Mourns the Loss Of Alice Walker

Please recycle 
this 

newsletter

zmzkzizkzmz
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writing, new brick facades are going up 
on all sides of the building.  As redevel-
oped, the building will be divided into 
seven retail spaces the largest of which 
will be only 5,000 sq. ft.   While noth-
ing would prevent a tenant from joining 
two or more contiguous spaces, the ini-
tial division of the building into smaller 
stores tends to calm fears held by some 
that the site was destined to be leased to 
a big box retailer.  So far, the develop-
ers, Regency Centers and the Chartwell 
Property Group, have confirmed that 
two of the mid-sized spaces have 
been promised to the Duck Shop and 
Massage Envy.  No restaurant tenant 
has been identified as yet.  On the south 
end of Ninth, the same developers have 
moved Jimmy John’s into the reworked 
Specs building.  The old post office 
building, which was initially remodeled 
to be a Lime Fresh Mexican Grill, is 
now slated to become a Tijuana Fats 
restaurant.  The space next door has 
been let University Sports.
There is no word yet on what is to 
become of the Magnolia Grill building.  
Winter’s rumor that it would become a 
Starbucks was untrue.  Broker Allison 
Wiggs of Hunter & Associates, the firm 
that is handling leasing for the building, 
says that the ideal tenant for the build-
ing would be another great restaurant 
like Magnolia.  She says that interest 
in the building has been high and there 
have been lots of calls and showings.

Kitchen Renovation 
Reveals World War One 
Dog Tags 

In February, workmen doing demolition 
for a kitchen renovation at 2301West 

Club Boulevard were surprised to find a 
set of WWI soldier’s dog tags inside a wall 
cavity.  The house was built in 1924 for the 
Dillard C. Mitchell family.  Mitchell was 
secretary-treasurer of the Durham Lumber 
Company.  He, his wife Addie, and their 

children came to Durham from Tennessee.  
Today, the house is the home George and 
Tita Arky and their family.

The dog tags belonged to Mitchell’s 
son, Dillard C. Mitchell, Jr.  The tags, 
or “Identification Disks” as they were 
officially known, are typical of those 
issued in the First World War.  They 
consist of two aluminum disks tied to 
a cotton tape to be worn around the 
neck.  Each bears Mitchell’s name and 
his service number.  Dog tags were a 
universal necessity among the armies 
of all nations involved in the war.  
Fighting became con-
tinuous and bodies of 
dead soldiers might 
lie unrecovered 
for weeks or even 
months.  The disks, 
made of non-corrosive 
metals, were sometimes the 
only way a soldier’s remains could be 
identified.  There are two disks so one 
could stay with the body and the other 
could be forwarded up the chain of 
command for record-keeping purposes.  
The business of war is grim.

The United States Government first 
began to require the disks in 1917, 
during mobilization.  Interestingly, the 
disks were issued at the company level 
and officers had kits to stamp each sol-
dier’s name and number by hand.  This 
led to a great deal of variation in the 
information that was put on the disks.  
Some had names, ranks, unit designa-
tions, even home addresses.  Dillard’s 
tags contain only his name and service 
number.  He was 23 when the U.S. 
entered the war on the side of the Allies.  
His unit, rank, and service history are 
unknown.  Of the  four American mil-
lion men mobilized for the war effort, 
approximately two million were actu-
ally sent to France and other theatres 
before the war ended on November 11, 

1918.  Dillard survived the war, mar-
ried, and had a family of his own.  He 
died in Delray Beach, Florida in 1971.  
Attempts to contact members of the 
family yielded no results.

Just how Mitchell’s dog tags got into 
the wall of his parents’ home remains 
a mystery.  It is possible they were 
placed there during construction as 
some sort of time capsule.  Another 
possibility is that they fell into the 
wall through a gap in the apparatus 
of the built-in ironing board.  Their 

discovery serves as a reminder of 
the neighborhood’s close 

connection with the war 
and its heroes.  While 
Club Boulevard and 
the streets to the south 

were laid out before the 
war and originally had let-

ters and numbers for names, the 
streets to the north of Club were laid 
out immediately following the war and 
were patriotically named after war-
time president Woodrow Wilson, the 
commander of the American armies, 
General John “Black Jack” Pershing, 
and the states of the union.

The Arkys have George’s grandfather’s 
olive-drab army overcoat from the war.  
Now they have added Mitchell’s dog 
tags to their collection.

Neighborhood Prevails 
in Guess Road Rezoning 
Case

At its meeting on March 18, the Durham 
City Council voted 6-0 against the 

rezoning of the houses and lots at 2125 and 
2131 Guess Road.  The case had dragged 
on for 19 months by that point.

The lot at 2125 Guess is zoned for 
office use and the lot at 2131 is zoned 
single-family residential.  The property 
owner, Nikolaos Bourbous wanted the 

(Continued on Page 8)

Railway Separation 
Proposed for Broad/Swift 
Ill-conceived

The City of Durham, NCDOT, Norfolk 
and Southern Railway, and Triangle 

Transit have been conducting a joint 
“Separation Study” of the many at-grade 
railway crossings in Durham including the 
crossing at Swift/Broad Street.  The goal 
of the project is to make these rail-auto 
intersections safer – in many cases by 
eliminating the at-grade intersections alto-
gether.  The long-term (more than 7 years) 
proposal for the Swift/Broad crossing has 
many west-Durhamites concerned.

At a presentation on March 19, planners 
described the proposal for Swift/Broad.  
The ‘solution,’ as it was described, 
would be an overpass carrying Swift/
Broad about 25’ over the existing rail 
line and Main Street.  The ramp for the 
new road would begin at the Hwy 147 
Swift Avenue off-ramp.  After crossing 
the railway and Main, the elevated road 
would then descend again to the exist-
ing grade near the intersection of Broad 
and Perry Streets.  The fly-over would 
include a switchback cloverleaf recon-
necting Broad and Pettigrew.  This 
structure would require the removal or 
demolition of the historic cottage on 
Swift.  Broad and Main Streets would 
no longer intersect.  

Broad Street motorists who now turn 
left or right onto Main Street would 
have to find it by wandering along 
Perry and Iredell or Markham and 
Buchanan.  Main Street drivers would 
reverse the process to reach Broad.  
The elevated Broad Street would soar 
over Duke’s campus and diners at the 
Mad-Hatter would see only a 20-foot 
high concrete wall from the restaurant’s 
windows.

Planners quickly nixed the idea of 
lowering the railroad bed under Swift/
Broad citing cost and disruption of rail 

service as reasons.

One Old West Durham leader, architect 
Eric Heidt, found the proposal very 
disturbing.  He commented, “From an 
urban planning perspective, the pro-
posed 'overpass', 20-plus feet over the 
tracks, is cataclysmic.  The ramps, 
aside from the obvious, grotesque visu-
al blight, would carve new roads across 
at least one historic structure (the cot-
tage on Swift), create illogical spaghetti 
of traffic flows, and bizarre urban 'dead 
zones'.  Sidewalks will abut 20'-high 
walls; cars will have to negotiate ter-
tiary streets to go from primary street 
to primary street, and views will be 
blocked.”       

Most disturbing is the disproportional-
ity between the extreme measures the 
proposal represents and the minimal 
problem it attempts to solve.  The 
stated purpose of the study is to identify 
alternative 'safety improvements' for 
rail crossings. Based on this, presum-
ably NCDOT and the railroad are most 
interested in eliminating the possibility 
of any car/train interaction.  This would 
clearly have to be a huge problem to jus-
tify the extreme and destructive inter-
ventions being proposed.     Planners 
did provide statistics indicating a prob-
lem with train-car collisions at the 
Swift Avenue crossing.  Instead, they 
said the issue was one of increasing 
rail traffic in the long term (commuter 
train traffic, light rail traffic, increased 
freight traffic) and the possibility that 
emergency vehicles would get caught 
in traffic blocked by passing trains.  If 
this is truly the issue, the discussion 
should be framed in a different way.  
To avoid emergency vehicles getting 
stuck in traffic, maybe the railroad can 
install simple sensors (as on city buses) 
that can map a train's location on a 
GPS unit, which can alert the driver to 
take, say, the Hillandale underpass rath-
er than the Anderson crossing.  This 

would seem a cheaper solution than 
the massive, costly, ugly, and disruptive 
plan advanced by the study’s planners 
and engineers.

A similar solution is proposed for 
the railroad’s intersection with 
Anderson/15th Street. Here plans 
call for the overpass to bisect a prop-
erty between 15th and Rutherford, 
reaching Hillsborough Road near its 
intersection with Rose Hill Avenue.   
West Durhamites know that the land 
in question is about to be developed 
into more than 200 apartments, but 
the study’s planners and engineers 
seemed to know nothing about the  
project.

The study is to be wrapped up soon.  
Maybe citizen comments and better 
information will help those in charge 
come up with more reasonable and cre-
ative proposals.

Development Roundup

In the September number of PARADE, we 
reported that the rumors that Honey’s on 

Guess Road would be replaced by a con-
venience store were only rumors.  Well, it 
seems we were wrong.  Plans recently filed 
in the city planning department indicate 
that the site will become home to a 4,400 
sq. ft. McDonalds fast-food restaurant and 
a 4,000 sq. ft. Cruizer’s convenience store.  
The well-worn, but much-loved Honey’s is 
the sole survivor of a Charlotte-based chain 
of restaurants that once covered North and 
South Carolina.

By Thanksgiving next year, the Ninth 
Street area will be dramatically differ-
ent.  The new Harris-Teeter grocery 
store, Hilton Garden Inn, and Circle 
Ninth Street Apartments should be 
open and construction should be started 
on the Circle Main Street apartment 
project at the corner of Main and 15th 
Streets.  It is uncertain when construc-
tion at the old George’s Garage building 
will be finished, but at the time of this 


