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“Don’t buy the house; buy the neighborhood.” ---Russian Proverb

Watts-Hillandale July 4TH
Parade, An Evolving
Tradition
On Tuesday, July 4, the Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood
Association will host the neighborhood’s 57th annual Independence Day
parade. It is the neighborhood’s great convocation and Durham’s
longest running Fourth of July celebration. The event which today
attracts hundreds of people from all over the city and the world, began
as a simple diversion for a handful of hot, sweaty kids. Over the
decades, the essential elements of the event have remained unchanged,
but as the years of passed, the celebration has grown and with it the traditions have evolved and become richer.
The Essentials
From that July morning in 1950 when Alice and Tom Walker coaxed 12
neighborhood kids to march down the Club Boulevard sidewalk the first
time, certain things became immutable elements of a Watt-Hillandale
Fourth. First, the parade must be led by kids with flags. Today it's as
true as it was then and we’re lucky because the Walkers have donated
those original flags to the neighborhood and they’re still out front, just
like they always were. Look for the original 48-star, 49-star and 50-star
U.S. flags that Alice and Tom provided for the parade in its earliest
years. Second, kids decorate their bikes, trikes, and wagons with red,
white, and blue to carry them around the parade route in patriotic style.
Then there must always be the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and
patriotic songs. These things abide today little changed from that first
parade so many years ago. Last, there’s got to be a cold drink. It’s
Durham in July. It’s hot and a cold drink refreshes now just like it did
in the unairconditioned summer of 1950. From these essentials the
neighborhood has expanded, added, and enriched this great tradition.

FOCUS

Ladies and Gentlemen, Start
Your Engines!
Our 57th annual July 4 parade begins at
10:00 a.m. sharp at the intersection of
Club Boulevard and Oakland Avenue.
Decorate your bikes and trikes, your wagons and
strollers. Bring your flags. Wear red, white and
blue or, even better, that old Watts-Hillandale tshirt. If you don’t have one, bring a few bucks
and buy a new one. Invite your friends from
around town and from around the world
July 4 Volunteers Needed!
Many hands are needed to make our Fourth of
July Celebration the really wonderful event the
neighborhood has come to love. We need flag
hangers, t-shirt sellers, traffic cone putter-outers,
lemonade dippers, parade marshals, and cleaner-uppers.
If you can help, please join us on Tuesday morning in Oval Park at 8:00 a.m. The work we do
is rewarded on the faces of hundreds of happy
neighbors. Twenty willing helpers will make the
work fast and fun. Make volunteering part of
your July 4 tradition. Questions? Call Tom
Miller, 286-3730, or Rick Hanford, 286-1017.
Thanks!
Flag Bearers and Drummers Wanted

As more kids, parents and adults joined the event, Tom Walker urged the
newcomers to bring the flags of their home states and countries to illus-

We want you to carry the flag of your home state
or your home country in the 57th Annual WattsHillandale Fourth of July Parade. If you’re new
to the neighborhood or if you’ve lived here for
years, we want you to be a part of the color
guard for this year’s parade. Please call Tom
Miller and let him know you want to march with

(Continued on Page 8)
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More Flags
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Have you
recently moved
to the neighborhood? Are
you moving
away? We
would love to
hear from you. Contact annefairchild@nc.rr.com
to be featured in the next Comings and Goings.

Ellerbe Creek Watershed
Association Grows Up
BY STEVE COHN

The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association, with deep roots in the
Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood, is sprouting considerable
new growth this year.We’d love to have more neighborhood residents
participating, both through membership in the association and by volunteering to help out with ECWA’s many activities.
The deep roots go back to the origins of ECWA, which began as an
idea in the mind of founding father Steve Hiltner—for many years an
active WHHNA board member, chair of the Parks Committee, and
general neighborhood do-gooder. While Steve is still very much
involved with ECWA and even comes back to Durham every few
months to continue his ECWA activities and spur others into action,
his move to New Jersey has meant that he had to pass on the leadership to others. Diana Tetens now serves as the half-time Executive
Director,Watts-Hillandale resident Larry Brockman is President of the
board, recent Watts-Hillandale émigré Jane Finch serves as Vice
President, and there are two other Watts-Hillandale residents on the
current seven-member board.
Ellerbe Creek flows right through our neighborhood, of course, from
the place where it runs under I-85 into the Hillandale Golf Course,
through Indian Trail Park and along Westover Park, to the place where
it runs back under I-85 just to the east of Guess Road. The West
Ellerbe Creek Trail is much-used and much-loved by neighborhood
residents, but many people are unaware that most of the land on both
sides of the trail (and both sides of the creek) is owned and maintained
by ECWA as its 17-Acre Preserve, with hiking trails being built on both
sides, native plants being nurtured and tended (and invasive exotic
species being cut back or removed), the Mutt-Mitt dispenser being
refilled,and a footbridge across the creek being actively planned for (all
that’s missing is a funding source that would allow ECWA to apply for
a Durham matching grant).
Ellerbe Creek also has a branch (the west branch of South Ellerbe
Creek) that runs through Old West Durham and Walltown,from the
old Erwin Mill up through Walltown Park and then under Northgate
Mall. And the east branch of South Ellerbe Creek runs right out of
downtown and then along another greenway trail west of Washington
Street,where ECWA now owns the 3-acre Pearl Mill Preserve thanks
to a recent donation from Duke Energy (much thanks to WattsHillandale resident Will Anderson, who provided legal advice on the
transfer process).
Eventually these three branches come together north of I-85 and flow
east into Falls Lake, and along this stretch ECWA has its largest preserve of all—the 82-acre Glennstone Preserve that was donated by
local land developer Craig Morrison and is just now starting to take
shape. ECWA also hopes to help preserve the amazing beaver marsh
that lies along the creek just behind the old K-Mart off Roxboro Road
(if you haven’t yet seen this place it’s well worth a trip).
These are big projects and big ambitions for such a small organization.
And there’s lots more—you can check it out on the web at www.ellerbecreek.org (though we’ll readily admit that the pace of activity has
been too much for us to keep up with:while some of the entries there
are up-to-date, others have not been updated for many months). So
ECWA sure could use your participation and your help.
(Continued on next page)
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Phase III would build bleachers, a storage bin for athletic equipment,etc.

To start with,we always need more members.The cost for a year’s
membership is just $25. You can sign up on the website or get
information about memberships by calling the brand-new and
first-ever ECWA office (located right over on Broad Street across
from NCSSM, in space generously donated by former WattsHillandale resident Mike Shifflett) at 698-8161.

There has been considerable media coverage of the issue. You
might have seen columns on the stadium by neighbors and the
president of the school in the newspaper. The neighborhood
association has reiterated its opposition to a lighted stadium in
a letter to the neighborhood listserv signed by President Gus
Beck and Chairman of the NCSSM Liaison Committee, Steve
Cohn. A flyer signed by Mr. Beck encouraging residents to sign
a petition opposing lights and sound on the stadium is being
distributed to the neighborhood.

By joining you can help ECWA out a bit financially and get yourself informed about all of ECWA’s activities. Some of those activities are just for fun—nature hikes,for example,or the Fall Festival.
Some of them involve a few hours of hard work—like trailbuilding, or delivering newsletters. Some of them involve helping with a
project, or even taking on a project of your own (does anybody
want to help keep that website up-to-date, or maintain our kiosk
at the end of the West Ellerbe Creek Trail?).

The Joint City County Planning Commission, composed of
select members of the Durham City Council and the Durham
County Commission, has approved a letter strongly urging the
school to negotiate in good faith with the neighborhood association for however long it takes to reach a compromise, winwin solution that meet the needs of the school, the neighbors
and Durham as a whole.

Whatever your special abilities and level of interest, we’d love to
have you pitch in, and we’re sure we can find a place for you (for
example, new neighborhood resident Carl Stearns, who came to
Durham to work for the City on mapping,is now hard at work on
making ECWA a great new map of the watershed; and earlier this
year we had a crew of NCSSM students out pulling invasive wisteria and other exotics from along the trail).

On April 27, NCSSM President Boarman met with about 20
neighbors to describe the lighting plan for the stadium. (He
explained that they did not have any other plans for the stadium, but that they would show us those plans as soon as they
received them, which was expected to be during the week of
May 1.)

In order to accomplish its mission of stream restoration and land
preservation,ECWA needs you. Please think about how you might
be able to participate.Whether that’s in large ways or small ones,
your help will certainly pay off.And we guarantee it will be greatly appreciated, in an organization that works hard to maintain a
lively and enthusiastic volunteer spirit.

Boarman explained that the plan called for using their vendor's
lighting system that produced the smallest amount of light
spilling over onto adjacent properties. When neighbors
explained that they had found that previous advanced systems
from this vendor produced obnoxious amounts of glare,
Boarman agreed to identify within a week or so a nearby installation of this system, so that neighbors could go to see for
themselves whether the lights were tolerable.

NCSSM Negotiations Go Forth
BY STEVE COHN AND NED KENNINGTON

Events related to the stadium being built at the North Carolina
School of Science and Mathematics are unfolding so quickly
that most of the developments reported here will probably be
ancient history by the time you read this. Even if that is true,
it is worth describing those events so as understand the history accurately. (You might be able to find more current information at the new neighborhood association web site at
www.whhna.org through the "soccer stadium" link under
"News" on the home page.)

Neighbors stated that they would be delighted to find a lighting system that meets the needs of the school and at the same
time does not destroy the quality of life of the neighborhood.
They noted that the neighborhood association did agree to a
lighting system in advance of construction of NCSSM's new
tennis courts.
Boarman emphasized that the school would have the capability to turn on only those lights shining away from the neighborhood or lights shining both ways, depending on the school's
needs. When asked how often the lights would be used,
Boarman basically said that they would not use the lights very
often, but he could not make any commitments about how
often.

After NCSSM had refused for a year to discuss neighbors' concerns with the stadium because it was so far in the future as to
not be worth discussing, the NCSSM Foundation suddenly
announced on March 10 that it was providing $228,000 to fund
construction of Phase I of the stadium. On the same day, the
school announced that it planned to begin construction in
April. (The school has explained that it is absolutely essential
to have a soccer field ready for play in the fall, because they
want to join a new athletic conference that requires a lighted
soccer field.)

Boarman would not agree to delay construction to allow time
to negotiate a compromise that met the needs of both the
school and neighbors, as the city and county officials had called
for. He said that the school would begin construction in May
or June. Beginning construction before the design problems are
solved will close off possible solutions to the problems the stadium poses. High intensity lighting is only one of the concerns
that neighbors have--Lighting is merely the concern that has
been most difficult to address in the past. NCSSM continues
to make conflicting statements about whether they intend to

They plan to construct the stadium in three phases. Phase I
would consist of grading for the entire stadium, construction of
a soccer field and installation of an irrigation system and conduit for lighting wiring, etc. Phase II would construct a track.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Save the Date for
FESTOVAL 2006
Celebrate FestOval with old and new
neighbors on Saturday, October 7!
Festivities will begin in Oval Park at 3pm
with Lil’ and Big Kids’ Games, including
Moon Walk, face painting, three-legged
race, bean-bag toss, and bubblemania!
Ponies will be on site to give kids a ride or
two or three or four!!!! Don’t miss the fun!
Our potluck begins at 5pm along with lots
of music and dancing. Oval Park will be
hopping! Bring a favorite dish to share with
neighbors, friends and family, and put on
your dancing shoes to boogey to the sounds
of FestOval’s annual musical centerpiece,
Durham Jazz, an eighteen-piece jazz and
swing band!
So come on out and enjoy the day’s games,
merrymaking and surprises! This year’s
theme is celebration of our newest and oldest neighbors!!! Who’s lived in Watts
Hospital-Hillandale the longest? And
who’s only just moved in? Please plan to
celebrate with us at FestOval 2006 and
meet them all!!
If you’d like to help set-up, supervise a
kid’s game or tidy the park at the end of the
day’s events, please contact Anne Fairchild
286-4625 or Eileen Reynolds (286-9030).
See you at FestOval on October 7!

Neighborhood Tree
Inventory Findings Are In
BY MEREDITH EMMETT

W

ith financial assistance from the
Duke
Durham
Neighborhood
Partnership, the neighborhood association
commissioned Sharon Yeh, a graduate student at the Nicholas School of the
Environment, to inventory the location and
status of the trees along W. Club Boulevard
from Broad Street to Hillandale Road and
along Broad Street from Club Boulevard to
Guess Road. Sharon presented her very
comprehensive inventory to the Tree
Committee in March.
Here are a few of Sharon’s findings:
• Photos taken by Duke Forest’s first direc-

tor Clarence Korstian of the city street
planting effort on Club Blvd on May 1,
1938 show that the trees were planted on
both the north and south side of Club at the
same time. Drive down the street and you
will notice that the trees on the north side
are bigger and healthier. The trees on the
south side have been heavily pruned to
accommodate the overhead power lines,
severely stressing the trees and making
them more susceptible to fungus and trunk
decay.
• Of the area surveyed far on West Club
and Broad St., 78% of the street has trees
present while 22% of the area doesn’t have
trees. Sharon did some GPS mapping of the
location of each tree and found 313 points
where there might be a tree. The number of
absent trees was recorded by looking at the
appropriate spacing between existing trees.
• The majority of the trees (77%) are
Willow Oaks. The next most frequent tree
is Water Oaks at 7%. Some replanting has
been occurring with young crape myrtles,
dogwoods, and ginkos.
• Many of the trees are in poor health.
Indicators of poor tree health such as heavy
pruning, epicormic branching, and tree
decay were present in 72% of the trees. In
an urban environment with air pollution,
heavy pruning, pavement restrictions, and
degraded soil conditions, willow oaks have
a life expectancy of 70 to 80 years.
Our trees are an important part of our
neighborhood. Like the background of a
painting, the presence of the willow oaks
along the streets and in our yards forms a
cohesive whole out of a wonderfully eclectic collection of houses. Furthermore,
research in the value of urban forestry has
shown that trees have a positive economic
effect on real estate values. One front yard
tree can equate a 1% increase in home sales
price; and, landscaping increases the speed
at which a home sells by up to 4-6 weeks.
Trees shade our houses in the summer and
improve our air quality. The US Forest
Service estimates that 100 trees remove
about 1000lbs of pollutants per year. In
addition, 100 trees remove five tons of carbon dioxide annually, reducing the total
amount of greenhouse gases.

The Tree Committee is actively working to
maintain and enhance the tree canopy as an
important part of our neighborhood. We
are using the data compiled by Sharon to
identify a list of trees that will thrive under
the utility lines and contribute to the overall beauty of Club Boulevard and Broad
Street. We will recommend this list of
trees to neighbors and ask the City of
Durham’s Urban Forestry Department to
promote these trees as part of their costshare program that pays for the cost of a
seedling and provides planting services.
For more information on the tree inventory
and the Tree Committee’s next steps, look
on neighborhood association’s web site at
www.whhna.org or contact Joshua Allen,
chair of the Tree Committee. And thank
you to Sharon Yeh, the Nicholas School of
the Environment, and the Duke Durham
Neighborhood Partnership for contributing
your expertise and resources to this project.

Help Plan Our
Artwalk
BY ANNE BOGERD

A

n organizational
meeting ofor this year's
Watts-Hillandale Neighborhood Artwalk
will be held at Galia Goodman home, 1301
Alabama Ave., June 6 at 7PM. Please
attend and help us make it the best one ever.

Neighbors Win
Preservation Awards

A

t its annual meeting in June, the
Historic Preservation Society of
Durham bestowed its coveted George and
Mary Pyne award to Deborah and Ted Attix
for their wonderful rehabilitation of their
home at 2401 West Club Boulevard. It’s
hard to believe that only a year ago this
1920s era house was slated to be demolished by the city. Working within the strict
guidelines established by the State Historic
Preservation Office and the Durham
Historic Preservation Commission, Ted and
Deborah took on this huge project and
brought this house back from the brink.
Thanks to them, what was once an eyesore
(Continued on next page)
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is now a showplace. Theirs is a remarkable
accomplishment which only the bravest
and most committed preservationist would
ever have considered.
The Society bestowed its Neighborhood
Conservation Award on Chris Husack for
his thoughtful and painstaking restoration
of the modest bungalow at 2010
Englewood Avenue and attorney David C.
Smith for his rehabilitation of the house at
1218 Broad Street for his home and law
office. On Englewood, Chris replaced
damaged floors, renovated the kitchen and
bathroom, and built closets in the bedrooms where there had never been closets
before. What impressed the awards committee the most was Chris’s careful use of
recycled historic materials. He was careful
to keep and restore the interior woodwork
and to match the old doors with identical
“new” ones he found in an architectural
salvage warehouse. The most remarkable
thing of all is that Chris never intended to
live in the house. His purpose all along
was to fix it up in a historically sensitive
way and sell it to a new homeowner.
It’s hardly surprising that David Smith
would save an old house in WattsHillandale. He is a graduate of the NC
School of Science and Math and currently
serves on its board of trustees. He’s also a
past president of the Trinity Park
Neighborhood Association and a member
of the Historic Preservation Society.
David’s new office-home began its existence in the early 1920s as the fashionable
stone-and-stucco residence of the James
Bain family. Over time, however, the
houses on broad, this one included, became
offices for doctors and lawyers. When
David began work, the old Bain house had
been badly altered. Its porch had been
filled in and a jarring modern window
arrangement had been installed between
the porch supports. Now the house is
restored to it original appearance, contributing once again to the historic character of the neighborhood.
Our thanks goes to all of the award winners
for their sensitive stewardship of these
important threads in the cultural fabric we

all share. Thanks also goes to North
Carolina’s historic preservation tax credit
program which made all three projects possible. For more information about this program, please contact the State Historic
Preservation Office, 733-6545. For more
information about the Historic preservation
Society of Durham, call them at 682-3036.

Garden Club Begins New
Season of Outings

T

he neighborhood’s club for lazy gardeners has already begun its 2006 season of entirely passive programs with a
visit to the lovely Montrose gardens in
Hillsboro in May. Other programs in the
works are a possible visit to the gardens of
Old Salem and visit to some of the specialty garden vendors in the triangle area.
Interested? Call Tom Miller, 286-3730, or
Dean Michaels, 286-2601 to get on the list.
The Watts-Hillandale garden club is dedicated to appreciating the work of others.
We promise to avoid serious heavy lifting.

Old West Durham Launches
Gold Star Program for
Rental Managers

T

he Old West Durham Neighborhood
Association has begun an innovative
program to improve the appearance and
quality of rental properties in the neighborhood by awarding certain area rental managers a “Gold Star.” To qualify for the
OWD Gold Star recommendation, a management company has to demonstrate that
it uses clear and consistent tenant screening
practices and that it maintains the properties in its care in good condition. The manager must also respond promptly and effectively to tenant and neighborhood complaints and must notify tenants about city
services and code requirements. So far,
one management company, Apple Realty,
has qualified for the OWD’s Gold Star rating. The neighborhood association expects
to award silver and bronze stars as well.
Old West Durham is the neighborhood
immediately to the south of WattsHillandale. It has a thriving neighborhood
organization.
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NOTABLE HAPPENINGS
IN OUR NECK OF
THE WOODS

Neighborhood T-Shirts a
Warm Weather Fashion
Must!

D

on’t go through another summer with
those same old dreary togs you’ve
been wearing. With an expenditure of just
$12, you can be hip and with-it. All you
need is a genuine, authorized WattsHillandale commemorative undergarment.
There are many designs to choose from in
a rainbow of colors. This year there will be
a new design and maybe we reissue an old
favorite. There will be a shirt to fit everyone (if you are small, medium, large or
XL). All shirts are natural, breathable cotton. Watts-Hillandale t-shirts can be
acquired for cash or easy terms at the annual July 4 parade or any other time by calling Tom miller, our man in underwear,
286-3730.

Kudos To Our Kids!

H

ow quickly they grow up! The following kids in the `hood have graduated!
Congratulations and best wishes to all!
HIGH SCHOOL GRADS

Michael Bare – Durham School of the
Arts, attending UNC-Chapel Hill
Matt Ferguson – Durham School of the
Arts, taking a year off, hopes to attend NC
State
Ross Adam Cohen Goldberg – Carolina
Friends School, attending Skidmore
College
Max Gottlieb – Durham School of the
Arts, attending UNC-Asheville
Ian Michael Hayes – Carolina Friends
School, attending UNC-Asheville
Katie Kauffmann – Riverside HS,
attending UNC-Charlotte
Elizabeth Liles – NC School of Science
and Math, attending UNC-Asheville
Sara Mitchell-Olds – Carolina Friends
School, attending Earlham College

(Continued on page 7)

These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us.
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Board Members, 2004–2005

Community News
Environmental Club Needs You!

DIRECTORS
President
Gus Beck

gusbeck@mindspring.com

Vice-President
Meredith Emmett

meredith@thirdspacestudio.com

Secretary
Debra Kelly

debrakelly@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Marilyn Butler

mkbutler@mindspring.com

Immediate Past President
Guillo Rodriguez

guillo@nc.rr.com

AT LARGE MEMBERS
Joshua Allen

allen.joshua@gmail.com

Larry Chapman

larry.chapman@pgnmail.com

Steve Cohn

stevec@duke.edu

Anne Fairchild

jackandanne@nc.rr.com

Rick Hanford
Ned Kennington

nkennington@juno.com

Tom Miller

kimberly.miller1@worldnet.att.net

Gene Moser
Sherri Rosenthal

The Jordan High School Environment Club is fundraising for a tree planting in their school parking lot. Club president and Watts-Hillandaler
Jonathan Pattishall says the trees will be planted to help prevent soil erosion, slow global warming, and add beauty to the school grounds. They
are currently fundraising for the planting, which will most likely take
place in the upcoming fall or winter. Trees can be expensive, and the Club
needs to buy more mature trees to prevent them from being run over as
students drive up into the parking lot. If anyone would like to help fund
this project, they can contact Jonathan at 286-1827, or at stoflegang@hotmail.com, for more information. Donations as little as $5 would go a long
way to help remove harmful greenhouse gasses from the atmosphere.
Jonathan hopes to involve the Club with cleaning trash out of Ellerbe
Creek as a future project.

Durham C.A.N. Update
Our neighborhood continues to support Durham C.A.N. (Congregations,
Associations, and Neighborhoods). Ten neighbors joined over 200
Durhamites for a Delegates’Assembly in March, in which we received
commitments from numerous officials to work to address health insurance
gaps in Durham. C.A.N. is organizing efforts to enroll eligible children in
Medicaid and to gather officials to examine how similar cities have provided health care coverage to the uninsured.
On April, 5 neighbors joined nearly 100 Durham residents to ask school
board candidates for commitments. These commitments included working to fund and hire bilingual interpreters, reviewing the current school
suspension policy, and supporting a living wage for school workers.
If you are interested in learning more about C.A.N., please contact either
Rae Jean Proescholdbell (286-5007, raejean@nc.rr.com) or Theo Luebke
(824-5156, theoluebke@gmail.com), and we will make it easy (and fun!)
for you to get involved.

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;
Calendar of Events

szrcoho@mindspring.com

June 20

Heart of the
Neighborhood
—continued

July 18

Neighborhood Board Meeting
7:00 p.m.St Luke's Episcopal Church
1737 Hillandale Rd.
Aug. 15

Neighborhood Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. at the home of
Joshua Allen
2417 West Club Blvd.

Sept. 19

Neighborhood Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. at the home of
Sherri Rosenthal
2205 Wilson

COLLEGE GRADS
Daniel Bare – UNC-Chapel Hill
Majoring in Ancient History
Rachel Cohn – Oberlin College
Majoring in Environmental Studies and Biology
Emily Gallione – Georgetown University
Majoring in Spanish

Neighborhood Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. at the home of
Marylyn Butler
2110 Englewood

All meetings are held the evening of the thir d Tuesday of the
month.If you need a ride,please call one of the board members
and s/he will be glad to pick you up and take you home.
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July 4th Parade—continued

New Additions to Ancient Traditions
In more recent years, our wonderful neighborhood event
has been enhanced by newer traditions. While we still sing
patriotic songs, we are blessed to be led by neighbor Dave
Dodson and his choral group, “The OK Chorale.” Their
version of the “Star Spangled Banner, sung from atop an
Oval Park picnic table, is a show stopper. During the last
few years, the neighborhood association has added to the
fun by trooping out a new neighborhood t-shirt design.
And now, when the parade is over, kids in the neighborhood beg the guys on the fire truck to provide a giant spray
of water to run through and frolic in.

trate the melting pot that is not only our country, but our
neighborhood. This tradition grew with the event until the
1980s, when neighbors began to get up early to festoon the
Oval Park with flags. Every year, more flags have been
added until it hard to get them all up before its time for the
parade. Still, however we add more and it’s a game each
year to try to spot the new ones.
A New Route
At first, the kids marched along the sidewalk on Club, but
before too many years passed, the sidewalk just couldn’t
hold the crowd. Tom Walker talked the police into closing
the street for the parade and providing an escort for the
marchers. The kids loved the thrill of marching down the
middle of the wide boulevard which was usually off-limits.
The Walkers had one rule: the parade was for pedestrians.
No cars, go carts, or minibikes were allowed. Only the
policeman could ride his motorcycle up at the front. In
time, however, the Fire Department wanted into the act and
the neighborhood was delighted to let them bring a shiny
pumper truck to join the motorcycle at the head of the
march. Eventually, there were so many marchers that the
parade route simply wasn’t long enough to accommodate
them all. Tom and his new helper, Phil Lehman, organized
a new route which still took everyone down the center of
Club, but then turned them back to Oval Park on Alabama
and Woodrow. This has been the unaltered parade route
since the 1970s.

So come, be a part of this glorious tradition. What began
with 12 kids 57 years ago is now an event involving hundreds and hundreds. Every one is invited and everyone is
welcome!
The parade starts at 10:00 a.m.

FOCUS—continued
your flag and he’ll make sure you’re properly equipped.
If you don’t have the flag you want to carry, let Tom know
and he’ll find one for you. We may already have it in our
collection. If we don’t, we’ll try to get it. So call Tom,
286-3730, and show your colors!
Also, we need drummers! Play in the high school marching band? We need you. Play in the garage when your
spouse is visiting her (or his) parents? Strap on your drum
and join the line. If any of you drumming neighbors out
there can supply our marchers with a lively cadence, we’ll
be grateful. Show up a little early, say 9:40 a.m., to meet
your fellow drummers and work out a plan.

Mr. Holmes’s Ideal Sundry Lemonade
In the early years, the walkers and the other parents bought
bottled soft drinks for the marchers. This was back in the
day when there were literally dozens of different flavored
soft drinks. You remember, there were Nehi, Trueade,
Royal Crown, Cheerwine, Sundrop, and a bunch of others
in addition to Cokes and Pepsis. The parents traded off
who would be responsible for the drinks each year and if it
was your turn, you had to ice the bottles down the night
before so they would be ready the next day. When the
number of participants grew from twenty to over a hundred, this system became impractical. At this point the
folks at the Coca Cola plant on Hillsborough road stepped
in and supplied cold cokes for a few years. Soon, however,
the event outgrew even this supply system. Then, in the
late 1980s, the neighborhood association approached Bill
Holmes about supplying his famous, secret-recipe lemonade for the event. Bill was a neighbor who for many years
ran the Ideal Sundry on Hillsborough Road. Altho’ he had
retired form the sundry business, he never retired his
lemonade. It seemed like a natural fit and to this day,
Bill’s lovely, slushy lemonade has been an essential part of
a real Watts-Hillandale Fourth of July.

NCSSM Negotiations—continued
install a public address system. A public address system could
be very damaging to large parts of the neighborhood. While the
last plans neighbors saw indicated that the stadium would be
designed to prevent parking on and access from neighborhood
streets, this might not be true of the new plans. It is not clear
whether any significant buffering for sight and sound would be
provided. Even though it is far down on their list of priorities,
neighbors also don't want the stadium to be monstrously ugly
to look at. If the school genuinely wants to engage in a goodfaith effort to address the problems the stadium poses, it will
not prejudge the solutions to those problems by proceeding
with construction before those problems are solved.
It is in the interests not only of the neighbors but also of the
school's students that the school be surrounded by a healthy,
vital and safe neighborhood.
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