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PARADET H E  WAT T S  H O S P I TA L - H I L L A N D A L E  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I AT I O N

PARADE is the newsletter of the Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. It is delivered quarterly to the 1,350 households in the neighborhood.  
The associatiaon is a private nonprofit established in 1984 to preserve and enhance the residential character of the area. Membership is open to every adult who owns property 
or resides in the neighborhood. Editor: Wendi Gale, wendigale@gmail.com. Art Director: Candy Webster. Web Site Host: Jamie Gruener, Jamie.gruener@gmail.com. To 
subscribe to the neighborhood association listserv, please go to "http://www.rtpnet.org/mailman/listinfo/whhna-list.

F O C U S

WHHNA
Annual Meeting?
— W.GALE

Each year, the Watts-Hospital 
Hillandale Neighborhood 
Association (WHHNA) mem-
bers gather in October for an 
Annual Meeting. This year’s 
Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, October 16th, 
7:00 pm at the North Carolina 
School of Math & Science. 
The annual meeting offers 
residents opportunities to learn 
and share ideas and opinions 
that may contribute to Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale neighbor-
hood becoming an even better 
place to live and play, includ-
ing the election of the 2012-
2013 officers and directors of 
WHHNA Board of Directors. 
Please join your neighbors on 
October 16th for a fun and 
interactive Annual Meeting! 
The Board of Directors provide 
delicious refreshments and 
multiple opportunities to win 
special door prizes. For more 
information please read the 
enclosed flyer. 

FestOval/First Thursday Picnic

Thursday October 4th  6-8 pm

Welcome in Autumn with Play, Dance, Foods, Music & Socialization 
— W.GALE

In the Watts Hospital-Hillandale neighborhood, autumn is welcomed and celebrated 
in Oval Park with FestOval. FestOval will take place this year as the First Thursday 
October gathering on the North Side of Oval Park on October 6 with home-made pic-
nics and food-trucks. Children's games are welcome, but must be personally initiated. 
We invite any parents or others who wish to bring game materials and organize them 
that evening to do so. Bring your lawn chairs or picnic cloths, relax or play, enjoy 
the neighbors you know and also meet new friends. We look forward to another great 
neighborhood gathering!

  

WHH Neighborhood Tenth Annual 

ARTWALK

Sunday November 4th Noon – 6 pm

Mark your calendar for the Tenth Annual WHHN/OWD & Friends Artwalk to 
be held on Sunday, November 4th from 12-6pm.  The Artwalk offers a chance 

to truly shop local, support WHHN artisans, be artistically inspired, and to enjoy the 
talents and personal company of creative neighbors.  Dozens of artists in homes across 
the neighborhood will display and sell arts ranging from stained glass, weavings, 
jewelry, pottery, paintings, wood work, photographs, and many other locally crafted 
arts.  Watch the neighborhood listserv for more details after Labor Day.  Maps will be 
made available in the neighborhood and also online. Anyone interested in applying to 
participate as an artist, please check the neighborhood website after Labor Day for an 
application.  Anyone interested in being a host by providing a space to an artist or to 
volunteer to help with the numerous planning and event tasks, or simply for additional 
information, please email Galia Goodman at galiag@mindspring.com

September 
2012

“Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote except the American people themselves and the only way they could 
do this is by not voting.” — Franklin D. Roosevelt
"There is no season when such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, and produce so pleasant an effect on the feelings, as now in 
October." — Nathaniel Hawthorne

Heart of the Neighborhood 
—continued
Before the case went to the city council for a final decision, how-
ever, Bourbous submitted a new rezoning request.  In his new 
request, he asked for the neighborhood commercial designation 
with a development plan.  With a development plan, a landowner 
can add limitations to the use of his property not included in the 
zoning code.  Such plans are often the vehicles for compromise 
in zoning disputes.  The neighborhood association wrote to 
Bourbous asking to be included in his planning process, but he 
did not respond with an invitation.  Nor did he propose any limits 
on how the property might be used in the future.  The city plan-
ning department noted that the rezoning would require him to 
rearrange the driveway serving the house because it was within 
the buffer strip that would be required between commercial and 
residential properties.
Rather than redraw his plan showing a new driveway, Bourbous 
waited until the last day before his request aged out and, in July, 
submitted a third request to rezone the property.  This request 
added the residence he owns to the north of the subject property 
to the plan.  While the house at 2125 Guess would be rezoned 
to neighborhood commercial, the house next door would remain 
zoned residential, but with a development plan covering both prop-
erties.  Under this arrangement, he is not required to have a buffer 
between the two houses.  A rush job, the rezoning application and 
the development plan submitted to the city were filled with techni-
cal errors which frustrated the neighbors’ attempts to understand 
what is intended.  At no point did Bourbous or his land use plan-
ners ask to meet with the surrounding neighbors.  
Of Bourbous’s three submissions, this last application is by far the 
worst.  Not only does it propose to intensify the commercial use 
at 2125 Guess, a property which, because of its layout, is already 
the tiniest lot in a neighborhood of small lots, it proposes to do 
so without providing any buffer between it and the residence 
next door.  While it is true, Bourbous owns the house, he doesn’t 
propose to live there himself.  It will be someone else’s home, but 
who would want to live within 20 feet of a night club or restaurant?  
The very first policy statement in Durham’s zoning code says that 
the purpose of the code is to “protect existing neighborhoods, pre-
venting their decline and promoting their livability.”  This rezon-
ing proposal does exactly the opposite.
Bourbous owns dozens of commercial and residential properties 
throughout Durham.  His new zoning request will go before the 
Planning Commission in September.  The neighborhood opposes it.

 July 4 Event Huge Success  
Thanks to Good Neighbors

Oh what fun we had!  The 63rd annual Watts Hospital-Hillandale 
Fourth of July parade and celebration was a huge success 

thanks to the help of the Durham Police department, the Durham 
Fire department, and more than 20 neighborhood volunteers.  More 
than 800 folks marched in the parade and partied in an Oval Park 
festooned with hundreds of flags.  The highlights of the event had 
to be the “Star Spangled Banner” sung by the OK Chorale and the 
endless supply of cupcakes and lemonade served up by our neigh-
bors at Watts Grocery on Broad Street.  Watts owner and Chef, Amy 
Tornquist, and her staff spent two days baking and frosting in prepa-

ration for the event – a remarkable gift from wonderful neighbors.  
When next you visit Watts Grocery, be sure to tell your waiter how 
much we appreciate the restaurant’s contribution to the neighbor-
hood, not just on the Fourth, but every day of the year.

Astounding Numbers

Since it was first published in 1984, PARADE, the neighbor-
hood’s quarterly newsletter, has never missed an issue.  In fact, 

one year five issues were produced when the demands of neighbor-
hood news required it.  Reduced to numbers, that means 135,600 
copies of the newsletter have been delivered to Watts-Hillandale 
doorsteps by neighborhood volunteers in the last 28 years.  That 
astounding number is a very tangible measure of dedication and 
strength.  Want to be a part of numbers like that?  Volunteer to carry 
PARADE!

Ordinary Experiences Inspire Poets  
—continued
There is something quite magical about autumn, the softest 
and gentlest
season of all. There is a transformation stirring and hope 
is in the air.  It
brings changing leaves, wine, nectar, a new palette of 
colour, harvest
dinners, and inspiring moments for dance, poetry, art and 
reflection.

Autumn is a plea to spend time outdoors and walk our 
neighborhood’s Ellerbe
Creek Trails enlivened by autumn colours, flowering tick-
seed and native
hibiscus. And it is time to look up as well because the heav-
ens above have
their own seasons – the three blazing stars of the Summer 
Triangle just
above and east of Cassiopeia are soon to be replaced by four 
much dimmer
stars of the Autumn Square that the ancient Babylonians 
believed was the
doorway to paradise. Although the populations of bird, 
insect, reptile, and
mammal begin to dwindle, there is a spiritual flood of hope 
and renewal
that saturates our environment instead.

May autumn bless you with energy and serve as a muse for 
your body, mind,
and spirit.

—FRANKIE,  SP IR ITUAL NECTAR OF AUTUMN
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THESE BUS INESSES  ARE SPONSOR ING TH IS  NEWSLETTER .  PLEASE SUPPORT THEM AS THEY SUPPORT US.
PLEASE CONTACT WENDI  GALE,  WENDIGALE@GMAIL .COM TO RESERVE SPACE FOR YOUR AD

Coming  

Soon! Visit us at durhamcentralmarket.org
Send inquiries to info@durhamcentralmarket.org

 eat  local,  y’all

YOGA
in the Hood

Imagine being able to walk to
yoga class and walk home.

It’s in the neighborhood!!

Daya Breckinridge
286-9929

www.yogainthehood.net
Daya@yogainthehood.net

Early 
morning Mid-

morning

Noon
Evening

BLOK ARCHITECTURE
Sasha Berghausen, AIA

919.627.1103
sasha@blokarchitecture.com
www.blokarchitecture.com
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Cottage Garden 
Landscaping
gardens

patios & decks

stone walls

tree houses

water gardens 

arbors

walkways

FRANK HYMAN  824-2239

Professional Certified NOTARY 
& Administrative Services

Shirley A. Lennon
919.475.8827 (cell) 

919.471.9868 (office),
salennon1@msn.com

per person
double occupancy

$1310

Oct. 1-5, 2012

59th New York Theatre Train

Enjoy the Ride and
All the Fun!Package Includes:

p r o d u c t i o n s!"#$%&'()#*+)+,(&!*)-.

12th year Hosted by Nona Wright

Many of us first encounter the Virginia Opossum (Didelphis vir-
giniana) in its metaphorical form before its material form.  The cat 
sized, greyish marsupial with a naked rat-like tail, is best known for 
its behavior of lying motionless when confronted with a potential 
predator.  The animal is quite common throughout much of North 
America, but is seen relatively rarely due to its nocturnal and soli-
tary nature.  
Being best known for feigning death when threatened 
does not raise the possum high on the hierarchy of 
our most feared wildlife.  Further tarnishing of 
their anthropomorphized image comes from their 
most common interactions with humans.  The 
opossum is sometimes thought of as a nuisance 
due to its scavenging habitats.  A possum can 
make a mess of any form of garbage and it is a 
nightly visitor to backyard composts bins.  Our new 
urban chicken farmers must be vigilant as opossums will 
happily feed on eggs if they can find their way into a coop.  The 
opossum is not an aggressive animal.  While its teeth are sharp, its 
weak jaws cannot deliver much of a bite.  All the same, humans 
should be cautious around opossums.  They can carry rabies 
(although the opossum’s marsupial biology and its flight-before-

fight habits make such cases very rare) and their droppings can be 
infected with diseases such as Salmonella.  
The possum's adaptability, however, has led to its great success 
since humans have come to dominate the North American land-
scape.  Opossums have been found to be larger in urbanized areas 
than nearby agricultural and natural areas.  Further, they have 

expanded their range into regions that had been previously 
too cold by using the increased food availability of 

urban areas to survive winters that their rural col-
leagues could not.
So what is afraid of these shy garbage eating ani-
mals?  Surprisingly, opossums are an important 
predator of poisonous snakes, including the occa-

sional backyard visitor in our neighborhood, the 
copperhead.  Opossums overcome their dangerous 

foes by being mostly immune to their poison.   Recent 
research suggests this predation is important enough to both 

snakes and opossums that it has driven an evolutionary arms race 
where as opossums evolve resistance, snake toxins evolve to over-
come this resistance.  Maybe their potential to reduce our encoun-
ters with copperheads should make their mischievous backyard 
activities a little more tolerable.

1. Sanitize jars (e.g. dishwasher, boiling water bath, oven, etc.). 
Widemouth jars (if you can get them) are often best for pack-
ing pickles.  

2. Start a large pot of water boiling to process the jars.  
3. Drop 1-2 garlic cloves in the bottom of each sanitized pint 

jar. Depending on the heat level you like, drop in 1 or more 
dried chili peppers or a quarter or more of a fresh jalapeno or 
other hot pepper. If you have them, drop in some spice seeds, 
not to exceed 2-3 total (e.g. black peppercorn, coriander, all-
spice, juniper berry, clove, etc.). Too many spice seeds result 
in the unfavorable domination of that taste in your pickle.  

4. Clean and trim okra at the top and bottom (3 to 4-inch length 
is best, but if you want to go for big over-the-top okra that go 
bottom-to-top in your Bloody Mary, you can bump up to 5 to 
6 inch length).

5. Pack okra into jars. You should be able to get about 8 to 10 
of the small/medium ones in the pint jar. Words to the wise: 
I recommend to hold the jar on its side and slide the okra in. 
About halfway through, you can easily pop smaller okra into 
the gaps at the bottom, then finish with the larger okra. If 

you pack all the large okra in first, it's impossible to squeeze 
the smaller ones through to the bottom gaps.  

6. Make brine. Per pint jar okra, bring to a full boil 0.5 cup 
water, 0.5 cup white vinegar, 1.5 teaspoon salt, 0.25 tea-
spoon spice or mixed spice (tumeric, chili pepper (if you like 
spicy), etc.).  If after you try this recipe you find you like 
your pickles a little more sour or more salty, bump up the 
vinegar/water ratio or the amount of salt accordingly.  

7. Using a mason jar funnel or an ordinary funnel, pour the hot 
brine over the packed okra, leaving 0.25 inch headspace. 
Tighten the jar lid. Give it a gratifying shake. I re-tighten my 
lids one more time before they go in the water bath for pro-
cessing.  

8. Process jars. Using a jar lifter (they're only about $10), place 
the jar in the boiling water such that it is covered by water. 
Cover with lid to save energy. Set your timer for 10 minutes 
once the water returns to a boil. Remove from pot. Allow jars 
to cool. Once cool, the popped top of the jar should remain 
the in the "down" position when pressed. Allow jars to rest 
in a cool non-bright place for about 2 weeks before opening. 
Once opened, refrigerate and enjoy!

This month, we bring you a recipe from neighborhood baker and pickler Ari Berenbaum.   Ari moved to WH-H from Carborro 
in 2010, and currently lives here with his wife Sarah and son Elijah. Ari was an amateur baker for several years, then got his 
professional start working at Ninth Street Bakery. In 2011, he left Ninth Street to focus full-time on his own bakestand business.  
Berenbaum’s Bakery (www.berenbaums.com) is a largely Jewish bakery that specializes in tarts, challahs, babkas, mandelbrot, 
cookies, granola, and donuts.  In addition to selling at the Durham Farmer’s Market and South Durham Farmer’s Market, they also 
deliver by bike here in WHH and supply their tartlets and savory vegan hand pies to several local shops. If you’d like to have Ari’s 
baked goods delivered right to your door, email berenbaums@gmail.com to be added to his weekly email order list.

Pickled Okra

We are coming into the thick of okra season, so I thought I would share my pickled okra recipe.

WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA POSSUM? 
— JAMES UMBANHOWAR

CHEF’S CORNER
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Community 
News

S A F E T Y  C O R N E R 
No one knows a neighborhood as 
well as its residents - so if you see 
someone or something you feel is 
suspicious, dial             9-1-1 and let 
the police                       sort out 
the details.

O U T S I D E R S  A R T  A N D  H U M M I N G B I R D  B A K E R Y  N O W  O P E N

 In August, the retail shops in Arthur Rogers’s newly remade 
building on Broad Street opened up at last.  The building began 
life 50 years ago as a rather plain one-story office structure.  In 
the past few months, however, Rogers and his architect, Sasha 
Berghausen, have transformed the building into the modernist 
tour-de-force we see today.  The upper level is now the spacious 
home of the American Dance Festival and the lower level is 
shared by Amy Tornquist’s Hummingbird bakery, Pamela Gutlon’s 
Outsiders Art gallery, and Nancy McKaig’s shoe boutique, Step.  
PARADE has been following the construction of the building and 
the development of its tenants with considerable interest.  We 
told you something about Step in the June number.  Here’s a little 
more about Outsiders and Hummingbird.

Pam Gutlon, a former Watts-Hillandaler, is the area’s foremost 
impresario of outsider art.  Pam defines outsider art as folk art by 
self-taught artists working free of the academic mainstream.  She 
has operated her business on Iredell Street for past few years, but 
her 300 square feet in the Rogers Building will give her business 
and her artists’ works a higher community profile.  When you 
visit her gallery, look for vibrant paintings by Chris Milk, paintings 
and whimsical objects by Peter Loose, and masking tape art by 
Bart Schultz.

Hummingbird is the creation of Chef Amy Tornquist, whose ener-
gy knows no bounds.  Her bakery is small, only 800 square feet, 
but it opens up onto the wonderful deck Rogers added next to 
his building.  Watts-Hillandalers are already familiar with (addicted 
to) her incredible cupcakes.  At Hummingbird, they will discover 
that Amy is also the queen of creampuffs and the doyenne of 
donuts.  If you want to be the office hero, stop by Hummingbird 
on your way to work and take ’em a few jolly comestibles.  Amy’s 
restaurant, Watts Grocery, is a neighborhood favorite.  

E K  P O W E  –  O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  S C H O O L
— PTA PRES IDENT, TOM TRANSUE

A public school facing its second new principal search in as 
many years would not necessarily be expected to have a relaxed, 
"all's well" feel on the first day of school, but "our" school did.  
On Monday, August 27, a new school year began at EK Powe 
Elementary school on Ninth Street for the 100th year.  Teachers, 
other staff, parents new and old, and of course the students 
rolled in ready to work with a sense of confidence that "our" 
great place of education was alive with activity again after a not 
so leisurely summer.  There's no doubt that a suitable replace-
ment will be found to build on the progress that prior principal, 
Jeanne Bishop, and out-going principal, Sherron Leplin have made 
in bringing up some of the statistical measures of the school's 
success.  But, make no mistake.  EK Powe's pride and sense of 
community has not been the result of top-down management.  
Rather, making Powe a great place is a joint effort with energy 
and love supplied by teachers, parents, administration, other staff, 
and even community members with no direct tie to the school.  
The atmosphere is positive.  Everyone is there for the same 
reason: to give all of the kids the best chances to enjoy and learn 
reading, writing, math, science, art, music, and all the things that 
we associate with typical elementary school classrooms.  "Our" 
students get more, though.  They learn self-awareness and respect 
for fellow students as well as adults, be they parents, teachers, 
or Mr. Massenburg, the proud "father" of 366 kids.  They gain a 
multi-scale perspective of the universe from the physics of the 
astronomical scale to sociology of the community scale, explor-
ing how the actions of an individual affect others, then down to 
where biology fades to chemistry and back to physics.  For many 
of the people who have associated with EK Powe for more than 
a year or so, it is "our" school, not because it is exclusive -- on 
the contrary it is as welcoming as the fire department next door.   
It is "our" school because "we" own and love it.  Join "us" and 
learn the difference between an elementary school degree and 
an elementary school education!  The doors are open... again!

OFFICERS
Larry Chapman, President
1400 Alabama
larry.chapman@gmail.com   919.491.5760

Sherry Carty, Vice President
2307 Wilson St.
sherry.carty@gmail.com   919.612.4296

Marian Place, Treasurer
1112 Oval Dr.
placesense@yahoo.com   919.286.2606 

Sarah Esposito, Secretary
2415-B West Club
espositosarah@yahoo.com  330.770.4851

Joshua Allen, Immediate Past President 
2417 W. Club  
allen.joshua@gmail.com   225.8914

MEMBERS
Nicole Connelly
1117 Iredell
nicole.connelly93@gmail.com   917.971.9039

Jamie Gruener
2410 W. Club
jamie.gruener@gmail.com   919.624.9760

Tom Harris    
3306 Sprunt Ave. 
tomharris64@nc.rr.com     919.765-0644

Bret Horton  
1409 Maryland 
brewerhorton@hotmail.com  919.619.2258

Sarah Meyer
1503 Oakland Ave.
beebalm@mac.com   919.286.3007

Dean Michaels
2500 Indian Trail
dean@southernwinegroup.com   919.452.1665

Kelly Harris Perin
1700 Maryland
kelly.harrisperin@teachforamerica.org   919.402.7184

James Umbanhowar
1402 Virginia
jumbanho@gmail.com   919.294.2447

Active Non-Members
Tom Miller  (zoning; tee-shirts; neighborhood history) tom-
miller1@nc.rr.com 

Wendi Gale (PARADE editor & advertisement coordinator) 
artistryinplants@gmail.com 

Marilyn Butler (Donations/Memberships/Payment for 
Advertisements in PARADE) mkbutler@mindspring.com Checks 
made out to WHHNA &/or membership cards/ advertisement 
forms can be delivered to: Marilyn Butler, 2110 Englewood, 
27705. 

To contact the board members as a group, please email:
WHHNA_Board@googlegroups.com

Board Members, 2012upcoming Board meetings
7:00 pm

Sep. 18  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 At the home of Sarah Meyer, 1503 Oakland Avenue
Oct. 16  ANNUAL MEETING at 7:00 p.m.
 (see details on enclosed flyer)
Nov. 20  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 At the home of Kelly Perin, 1700 Maryland Avenue
Dec. 18  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 At the home of ofJamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club Blvd.

All meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month. If you 
need a ride, please call one of the board members and s/he will 

happily pick you up and take you back home. 
Todas las reunions se celebran el tercer martes de cada mes. 
Llame por favor a miembro del Consejo si usted necesita un 

paseo assistir a una reunion.

Other Important Calendar Dates
10/4, Thursday: FestOval/ First Thursday Picnic , 6-8pm
10/31, Wednesday: Neighborhood Halloween Trick-or-Treating 
11/1, Thursday: Final First Thursday Picnic, 6-8pm
11/4, Sunday: Annual WHHN/OWD & Friends ArtWalk, noon-6pm
12/15 & 12/16, Saturday & Sunday: Luminary sale & Community 
Kitchen donations (times TBA; please sign up to volunteer)
12/16, Sunday: Night of Lights

"I have come to a still, but not a deep center, 

A point outside the glittering current; 

My eyes stare at the bottom of a river, 

At the irregular stones, iridescent sandgrains, 

My mind moves in more than one place, 

In a country half-land, half-water. 

I am renewed by death, thought of my death, 

The dry scent of a dying garden in September, 

The wind fanning the ash of a low fire. 

What I love is near at hand, 

Always, in earth and air."

— THEODORE ROETHKE,  THE FAR F IELD

"How innocent were these Trees, that in 

Mist-green May, blown by a prospering breeze, 

Stood garlanded and gay; 

Who now in sundown glow

Of serious color clad confront me with their show

As though resigned and sad,

Trees, who unwhispering stand umber, bronze, gold; 

Pavilioning the land for one grown tired and old;

Elm, chestnut, aspen and pine, I am merged in you, 

Who tell once more in tones of time, 

Your foliaged farewell."

— SIEGFRIED SASSOON, OCTOBER TREES

Ordinary Experiences Inspire Poets

(Continued on Page 8)
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NeighborhoodNeighborhood NOTABLE 
HAPPENINGS 

IN OUR NECK OF
 THE WOODSThe  Heart  of  theThe  Heart  of  the

a Cuban restaurant on Old Chapel Hill 
Road where the Peddler Steakhouse used 
to be.  The old McDonald’s restaurant on 
Hillsborough has been given a significant 
facelift.  The building has been completely 
gutted and is now an open book for a new 
tenant or owner.  According to David Ball 
of DB Commercial Real Estate Services, 
the building has a new roof, new HVAC, 
and new landscaping.  Ball said the site is 
appropriate for a host of retail and restau-
rant uses.  The building has sat empty ever 
since McDonald’s moved to a new location 
further west on Hillsborough.  During the 
summer a rumor was making the rounds 
that the Honey’s Restaurant on Guess road 
was to be demolished to make way for 
a Sheetz convenience store. The folks at 
Honey’s quickly scotched the story, how-
ever.  Buck Dickerson, Honey’s owner and 
long-time Watts-Hillandaler, told the N&O 
that the 50 year-old business and area land-
mark is not for sale.   

Washburn Court Rezoning 
Raises Questions About 

Ninth Street Plan

A proposal to redevelop the 30-unit 
Washburn Court apartment complex 

on Swift Avenue into a 200-unit, super-
dense project raises serious questions about 
discipline in the Ninth Street Compact 
Neighborhood planning process. 
In July, Madison Washburn Court, LLC, 
a new development company based in 
Charlotte, applied to the city to include 
the 3-acre site in the Ninth Street compact 
neighborhood planning district as part of 
the “core” sub-district.  If approved, the 
property would move into one of the least 
restrictive zoning categories recognized 
by the city code.  The developers say they 
want to tear down the tidy, but 50 year-old 
existing complex and replace it with 200 
one and two bedroom apartments.  At 60 
units per acre, the project would achieve 
a density now only allowed in the Ninth 
Street “core” area.
The first question the project raises is 
whether the city is going to respect the 
boundaries laid out in the Ninth Street 

Plan.  That plan, which was more than 
three years in the making and involved 
west Durham neighborhoods, merchants, 
and other area stakeholders, carefully lays 
out the boundaries for the planning area 
and all of its zoning sub-districts.  The 
reason behind the creation of the Ninth 
Street district was the need to promote 
urban density near the planned transit 
stations.  There are five such stations 
proposed for Durham.  Each will have 
its own plan and rules.  Ninth Street was 
chosen to go through the process first.  
Area stakeholders came together dozens 
of times at meetings and hearings to ham-
mer out rules which would achieve the 
desired densities while protecting existing 
neighborhoods and the character of the 
area.  Now that the plan and its new rules 
are on the books, some stakeholders are 
worried that developers will buy up the 
more restrictively zoned properties just 
outside the district and try to get them 
included for a zoning density bonanza.  
With regard to the Washburn Court pro-
posal, the city must decide whether to add 
the property to the Ninth Street district 
or whether to hold firm on the original 
boundaries.  
If the city decides to enlarge the Ninth 
Street district to include Washburn Court, 
is it appropriate to zone it to the “core” 
sub-district?  Of the several zoning sub-
districts in the Ninth Street area, the 
“core” is the least restrictive.  Buildings 
in the core sub-district can reach more 
than 100 feet in height and can be used for 
the widest possible range of uses.  Other 
sub-districts are more restrictive and are 
meant to step down development intensity 
at the Ninth Street district’s edges.  Is it 
appropriate to make the Washburn Court 
property, located as it is on the edge of 
the district, a “core” property?  Would not 
another, less intense, sub-district be more 
appropriate?  Although the developers’ 
stated purpose is to develop a 200-unit 
apartment complex on the site, they have 
not proposed a development plan which 
would limit their project to residential use.  
Without a development plan, they would 
be free to build a shopping center, office 

building, hotel, or a host of other things on 
the site.  These would surely be profitable, 
but they would not serve the transit-based 
reasoning behind the Ninth Street Plan 
and district.
The proposal is currently scheduled to 
go before the Planning Commission at 
its meeting in September.  The developer 
wants the rezoning to be approved by the 
City Council no later than December.  This 
schedule is too tight for the developers to 
add a development plan to their proposal 
and leaves little time for Ninth Street area 
neighborhoods and other stake-holders 
to develop responses to the serious ques-
tions raised by the developers’ request.  
If the city adds Washburn Court to the 
Ninth Street district with no safeguards 
and without careful study, including input 
from area neighborhoods, will that not 
send a signal to land speculators that 
the modest houses and small commer-
cial properties in Old West Durham are 
timber waiting for the zoning mill?  The 
Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham 
neighborhood associations are watching 
this case very closely.

Guess Road Rezoning 
Submitted a Third Time, 

Doubles in Size

About this time last year, Durham land-
lord Nickolaos Bourbous applied 

to have one his properties, the house at 
2125 Guess Road, rezoned from office to 
“neighborhood commercial.”  The property 
backs up to homes on Sunset Avenue and 
for many years was used as an insurance 
office.  Bourbous also owns the residence 
just to the north of the property.  Neighbors 
in the area objected to the rezoning. They 
are content to the house being used as an 
office, but object to its possible future use 
as a retail shop, restaurant, or nightclub.  
The neighborhood association backed the 
neighbors up and spoke against the rezon-
ing at the Planning Commission hearing 
last fall.  The Commission voted against 
the rezoning.

(Continued on Page 8)

Duke Breaches Its Walls

In a move every bit as symbolic to the 
Durham community as it is conve-

nient for the campus community, Duke 
University has recently created two new 
pedestrian gates in the wall surrounding 
its East Campus.  One of the gates is at the 
corner of Broad and Main Streets and the 
other is at the corner of Main and Buchanan 
Boulevard.  Both gates are marked by gran-
ite pillars.
College campuses are traditionally con-
sidered to lie ‘within the walls,’ but usu-
ally this is merely a figure of speech.  In 
Duke’s case, however, East Campus is 
literally separated from the surrounding 
neighborhoods by a stone wall.  There 
is no wall at West Campus, but here the 
university is isolated from the Durham 
community by a wide belt of gardens and 
forest.  
Over the years, Duke has sometimes been 
criticized for its seeming disdain for its 
Durham hometown.  In recent years, how-
ever, Duke has worked to improve its con-
nection to the town.  In its Duke-Durham 
Neighborhood Partnership, the university 
can claim with some satisfaction that Duke 
resources have rehabilitated nearly 300 
homes in the neighborhoods lying clos-
est to the campus and that thanks to two 
clinics, one in Walltown and the other in 
Lyon Park, some 13,000 Durham citizens 
receive first class health care.  Even more 
significantly, through a dozen programs, 
Duke has worked to improve education 
outcomes for thousands of Durham public 
school students.  Duke has also spurred 
the revival of downtown by leasing con-
siderable office space in the American 
Tobacco complex and other venues like 
Brightleaf Square.  
While these programs and initiatives are 
making a lasting impact on the wel-
fare of the community, perhaps the most 
neighborly thing Duke has done is leav-
ing its east campus door open.  The 
simple gesture of making new gates in the 
ancient stone walls says to the thousands 
Durhamites who live nearby, “Come in, 
neighbor.  You are welcome here.”

Neighborhood Boasts More 
Than 20 Historic Plaques

Of the 130 or so plaques erected on 
historic buildings by Preservation 

Durham, twenty-one have been awarded 
to homes and buildings in Watts Hospital-
Hillandale.  The first plaque to go up in 
the neighborhood was for the old Watts 
Hospital buildings on Broad Street.  That 
plaque was the thirteenth marker awarded 
by the preservation group (St. Joseph’s 
Church has plaque number 1).  The first 
residence in Watts-Hillandale to receive 
a plaque, number 23, was the J. J. Woods 
house at 2001 W. Club Boulevard.  That 
comfortable red-shingled house was built 
in 1921.  More plaques have been appear-
ing on homes along Club and on homes on 
Englewood, Iredell, Virginia, and Alabama, 
too.
Preservation Durham’s plaque program 
is designed to raise public awareness of 
historic architecture throughout Durham.  
Plaques are awarded to structures which 
are at least 70 years old and have survived 
with their historic integrity intact.  The 
plaque is not a prize for restoration work, 
although the organization encourages 
sensitive restoration of historic homes.  
The plaque is awarded to structures the 
histories of which have been carefully 
researched and documented.  Owners 
desiring a plaque must identify the suc-
cession of owners and occupants of their 
homes and must detail the historic features 
of the property and significant changes 
that have been made through the years.  
Sources include old city directories, public 
deed and estate records, newspaper ads, 
articles, and obituaries, and interviews 
with surviving family members and neigh-
bors of the original owners.  
The process is exacting, but the discover-
ies can be fun.  When researching their 
1916 house at 2100 West Club for a plaque, 
Linda and Kurt Hube were pleased to dis-
cover that a past owner of their home had 
been an international businessman and a 
diplomat.  Steve Schewel and Lao Rubert’s 
house across the street was built for Merle 
“Doc” Adkins, a professional baseball 

player who got his medical degree from 
Johns Hopkins during the off season while 
he was pitching for the Baltimore Orioles.  
Adkins retired from baseball in 1913 to 
practice medicine in Durham.
Most recently, plaques have been awarded 
to the 1925 Whitmore-Middleton House 
at 2404 W. Club and the 1933 Walter 
Biggs House at 2116 W. Club.  Whitmore 
operated a bakery in Durham back in 
the 1920s.  Jean Middleton is a pioneer 
among women in the architecture pro-
fession.  Raised in an orphanage, Biggs 
founded Home Savings and Loan when he 
was just out of college - a daring undertak-
ing in the 1930s as the country struggled 
to overcome the Great depression.  In the 
pipeline is an application for a plaque 
for the Prairie style Linthicum House at 
2317 W. Club.  Linthicum, a noted North 
Carolina architect, built this house for his 
family in 1915-16.
Plaques on historic houses in the neigh-
borhood educate the whole Durham com-
munity about our shared heritage in the 
built environment and instill in citizens a 
stronger sense of place. 

West Durham 
Development Round-up

In the last number of PARADE, we 
noted that the Olympia Companies of 

Portland, Maine, still intended to build 
a 122-room Hilton Garden Hotel in the 
southern-most third of the “grassy field” at 
Erwin Square.  Since that report, the firm 
has begun to prepare the 2.2 acre site for 
construction.  Olympia V.P., John Schultzel 
recently informed PARADE that the open-
ing date for the hotel is now September 
2013.  The old Chinese restaurant building 
at the corner of Hillsborough and Trent has 
been purchased by Fares Hanna of FVH 
Management Company.  Hanna plans to 
turn the property into an events center 
for his Three Seasons Catering.  Hanna 
is no stranger to the food and hospitality 
business.  For many years he was a man-
ager at Parizade and now operates three 
Durham eateries, Tinnie’s Café and Blue 
Express on Duke’s campus and Gregoria’s, 


