
 “Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fi re: it is the time for home.” —e d i t h  s i t w e l l
 “How far that little candle throws its beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty world.” —W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e
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One Hundred Per Cent Participation Needed for 
28th Annual Watts-Hillandale Night of Lights!
The 28th annual Watts Hospital- Hillandale Night of Lights celebra-
tion will be held on Sunday evening, December 15th. For a wonderful show, we need 
luminarias shining in front of every Watts-Hillandale home. Neighborhood volunteers 
will sell bags, candles, and sand at the picnic shelter at the southern end of Oval Park 
on Saturday, December 14, and Sunday, December 15, from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Supplies 
for each luminaria will cost only 50 cents, so just a few dollars will make a great holiday 
display. But for the event to have maximum eff ect, EVERYBODY has to participate! If 
your neighbors are going to be out of town, put out a few luminarias for them and send 
them a photograph! Luminarias also make great welcoming presents for new neighbors.

Our Night of Lights tradition began in 1985 when neighborhood association 
vice-president Caron Mayo suggested the holiday display as a fun way to build unity 
and neighborliness. In the early years, our display of lights was coordinated with the 
Durham Women’s Club display of lights around the reservoir. The eff ect of lights 
lining Club and other streets and all around the lake was stunning. In time, security 
concerns ended the display at the reservoir, but the neighborhood event continued to 
thrive. Other central Durham neighborhoods began their own Night of Lights events 
and, in time, these came to be loosely coordinated as neighborhood representatives to 
the InterNeighborhood Council began to compare notes.

In Watts-Hillandale, from the earliest years, Night of Lights has been used to 
promote a canned-food drive to support the Durham Urban Ministries’ Community 
Kitchen as a way of helping our least fortunate neighbors in Durham. In the nearly 30 
years since the fi rst Night of lights celebration, Watts-Hillandalers have contributed 
something in the range of 20 tons of food and more than $20,000 in cash gifts to the 
Community Kitchen. 

So, EVERYONE, please mark Sunday, December 15, in your calendars as Night of 
Lights! On Saturday or Sunday afternoon, collect your luminaria supplies at the Oval 
Park picnic shelter. Remember to bring your gift of food for the Community Kitchen 
and a bucket for your sand. If you haven’t renewed your WHHNA membership by 
then, you can do that too.

Volunteers needed to help sell luminary supplies.   It’s a fun way to meet your neigh-
bors and make this event a success. E-mail Night of Lights chair Dean Michaels at 
winebydean@g-mail.com or call/text him at 919-452-1665 to sign up.

giVE gENEROUSLY TO THE 
DURHAM COMMUNiTY KiTCHEN
Last year, we gave nearly one ton of food and more than 
$3,000 in cash to Durham Urban Ministries’ Community Kitch-
en—topping our goal for cash gifts by nearly $500. Certainly 
we can do it again. Let’s give generously this year.

The Watts Hospital-Hillandale Neighborhood Association 
has made this canned food drive the companion of our Night of 
Lights celebration for nearly thirty years. Our gifts go to relieve 
the suff ering of our Durham neighbors who are most in need—
people who are homeless and have nowhere else to turn. The 
Community Kitchen is not a food bank, but a real kitchen and 
dining hall behind St Phillip’s Church downtown. The money 
we give keeps the refrigerators in repair, pays the utility bills, 
and fi xes the roof. The kitchen uses the canned goods and bulk 
items we give to make hot, nutritious meals for people who 
would otherwise go hungry. The kitchen’s dining hall provides 
an hour’s shelter from the cold. Twice a day, every day, hot food 
and cup of coff ee. Thousands of meals and no questions asked. 
It is a service at the most basic level. It is fi tting that we who 
enjoy warm homes and plenty to eat share our abundance with 
our neighbors who have so little.

PARADE
deceMber 2013

WHAT CAN YOU giVE? 
These are the things the Community Kitchen needs most:

Canned Meats: Ham, poultry, spam, and tuna

Canned Vegetables: Navy Beans, green beans, corn, carrots, 
yams, tomatoes, and tomato sauce

Canned Fruits: Peaches, pears, grapefruit, oranges, and 
pineapples

Staples and Dry Goods: rice, sugar, coffee, creamer, 
cream of mushroom and cream of chicken soup, ketchup, 
mustard, and mayonnaise

Paper Products: 9” paper plates, napkins, paper towels, 
dish washing detergent

aNd MoNey—perhaps most of all, the Community 
Kitchen needs money. Let’s make our gift of money goal this 
year $3,500. It’s ambitious, but we can do it. Make Checks to 
“Community Kitchen.”
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2013-2014 Neighborhood  
officers aNd board MeMbers
(including those who were newly elected in October)

PresideNt:

Jamie Gruener jamie.gruener@gmail.com

2410 W. Club 919.491.5760

Vice-PresideNt:

James Umbanhower jumbanho@gmail.com

1402 Virginia 919.294.2447

secretary:

debbie Hughes deborah.hughes08@gmail.com

1406 Virginia 919.801.4401

treasurer:

dean Michaels winebydean@gmail.com

1500 Indian Trail 919.452.1665

directors:

Chris rusconi chrusconi@gmail.com

1429 Pennsylvania 919.416.0124

Clare adkin clareadkin@nc.rr.com

2203 alabama 919.286.2055

diane Zimmerman dzimm@nc.rr.com

2201 Pershing 919.767.1312

Leila Keen lilakeen@earthlink.net

1607 delaware 919.416.0573

Joshua allen allen.joshua@gmail.com

2417 W. Club 919.225.8914

Catie Shaffer catietshaffer@gmail.com

3112 Sprunt 919.949.0637

Melanie Middleton marollm@yahoo.com

1404 alabama  919.309.7691

iMMediate Past PresideNt:

Larry Chapman larry.chapman@gmail.com

1400 alabama 919.416.4455

actiVe NoN-MeMbers

Newsletter:

Wendi Gale wendigale@gmail.com

Zoning; T-shirts:
Tom Miller tom-miller1@nc.rr.com

Upcoming Neighborhood  
Meetings and Events
December 15 Night of Lights!
 at dusk

December 19 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Jamie Gruener, 2410 W. Club

January 16 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Tom Miller, 1110 Virginia

February 20 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Clare Adkin, 2203 Alabama

March 20 Neighborhood board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Josh Allen, 2417 W. Club

aVI STeIN of 1212 Carolina Avenue will be heading to Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Connecticut. He is following in the illustrious footsteps of others from 
the neighborhood including Zach Goldberg and Joseph Feldblum. It was a 
tough call between Wesleyan and Vassar where his brother, Eli, went and is 
now working as an Admissions Officer.

adaM HoNeyBrooK just moved into 1802 Sunset Ave. Adam’s from 
Australia and is working as an ears, nose, and throat (ENT) medical resident 
at Duke Hospital. Adam is looking forward to getting to know the area and 
people in the neighborhood. If you walk past Adam’s home you will quickly 
take note that he has a green thumb and has already begun some outstanding 
landscaping on his property.

SaraH roGerS moved into the duplex at 2315 Englewood in mid-Sep-
tember. Sarah has lived in Durham off and on since 2000. She’s a Duke alum-
na, and works at the Center for Documentary Studies. Sarah says “I really like 
Watts-Hillandale and have been very happy here.”



T H A N K S  TO  C A N DY  W E B S T E R  
W e N d I  G a L e

Without the people who are quietly working behind the scenes to 
write, publish and distribute PARADE you wouldn’t be reading this now. 
Candy Webster has served as the graphic artist for our quarterly newsletter 
since the year 2000. The September 2013 issue of PARADE marked her 
52nd and final effort on the neighborhood’s behalf.  

Maybe you have no idea what this act of volunteerism may have looked 
like…. A professional petite and humble woman trying not to pull all her 
full-bodied hair out when handed a mish-mash pile of articles about her 
neighborhood… often times many too many articles or not enough; or re-
ceiving one hundred picky little corrections because as editor one wasn’t 
happy enough… while snatching brief moments of free time and not loosing 
balance with her full time job as a graphic designer at RTI , her family, and 
MOTORCO, Candy has tirelessly applied the fundamentals of design such 
as balance, typography, layout, and illustration, and space to the WHHNA 
newsletter.

 Candy and her husband, Mike, are moving from WHHNA to live in 
downtown Durham, the home of their new “child” and project, MOTORCO 
Music Hall which they co-own with partners Chris Tamplin and Jeremy 
Roth. MOTORCO is an entertainment and events space with full NC Liquor 
licenses and a wide variety of beers, liquors, wines and specialty cocktails 
(fresh squeezed juices!) which now boasts as Durham’s largest rock club 
by a good margin. 

So now Candy is behind a new scene located in the Central Park Dis-
trict. WHHNA gives many thanks for her 13 years of dedicated service to 
the neighborhood. Good luck CANDY WEBSTER! 

W R A P - U P  O N  T H E  2 0 1 3  A RT WA L K 
G a L I a  G o o d M a N ,  a rT Wa L K  C o o r d I N aTo r

Once again the artists, host homes, volunteers and artists came 
together to make a fabulous neighborhood event!  The eleventh annual 
WHHN/OWD ArtWalk was held on Sunday, November 3rd, and as 
usual, the weather was most cooperative.  I was touched at the number of 
people who came by my new studio to see the space and to wish me well.

Thanks to the whole artwalk committee:  Kurt Pivko, Sally Adkin, Gail 
Scheck, Heath (who did our map!), K and Dana Brown and their amazing 
sign crew, Brandee and Jamie Gruener, and Meredith Emmett, who actually 
produced the postcard while traveling.  Special thanks to Tom Miller, who 
always represents the neighborhood and signs up new folks to receive this 
newsletter, and to the many art lovers, neighbors, and friends who came 
out to walk in the autumn afternoon!  See you all next year.

Community News
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Winter Heavens 
George Meredith

 Sharp is the night, but stars with frost alive
 Leap off the rim of earth across the dome.
 It is a night to make the heavens our home
 More than the nest whereto apace we strive.
 Lengths down our road each fir-tree seems a hive,
 In swarms outrushing from the golden comb.
 They waken waves of thoughts that burst to foam:
 The living throb in me, the dead revive.
 Yon mantle clothes us: there, past mortal breath,
 Life glistens on the river of the death.
 It folds us, flesh and dust; and have we knelt,
 Or never knelt, or eyed as kine the springs
 Of radiance, the radiance enrings:
 And this is the soul’s haven to have felt.

In the Sun After a Noon Rain, Woodrow Street
Tony Reevy
From his new book of poetry called Old North. Old North is 
filled with poems inspired by North Carolina places and peo-
ple from the mountains to the coast. It is published by the Iris 
Press and is available at the Regulator Bookshop.

The gutter makes a strange beauty.
Rough granite, concrete,
oil-ribboned water
gurgling under the arch
of a bulged willow-oak root.



4  • Pa r a d e

Solis Ninth Street to Break Ground 
in March 2014  
To M  M I L L e r

After years of rezonings, site ex-
pansions, and redesigns, the long-awaited resi-
dential complex at the Ninth Street North site 
between Ninth and Iredell Streets will soon 
lift off  the ground. It will be called Solis Ninth 
Street and will be developed by the Terwillig-
er Pappas group of Charlotte. The group has 
projects in Charlotte, Raleigh, and Atlanta.

The 2.8 acre site was assembled by Glenn 
Dickson of Durham from smaller parcels which 
once were home to the Biscuit King, a Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken store, an ABC store, and 
half-a-dozen residential properties (facing Ired-
ell). As the site grew, Dickson applied to have 
it rezoned to accommodate ever more ambitious 
plans for redevelopment. With each rezoning, 
Dickson worked with the Old West Durham 
and Watts-Hillandale neighborhoods to cre-
ate enforceable commitments about the future 
development of the site. In each round of nego-
tiations, the neighborhoods negotiated for pre-
dominantly residential use and a step-down of 
intensity as the project neared its northern limit 
at Green Street. Dickson also agreed to design 
elements such as the use of brick on exterior 
facades, timeless outdoor lighting (like the city 
used in the recent facelift of downtown), and 
the inclusion and placement of street trees. Af-
ter the last agreement was hammered out and 
the rezoning passed by the city, the property 
sat for a number of years while Dickson sought 
a suitable development partner to execute the 
project. In recent months Terwilliger Pappas 
stepped in to fi ll that void.

The project will include 229 one- and 
two-bedroom residential units and 10,000 
square feet of retail space. Planned amenities 
include an 8,000 square-foot club facility and 
a saltwater swimming pool. The building will 
be a close cousin of similar multifamily buildings 
going up in the Ninth Street area and all over 
town. The design is driven by the building code 

which promotes four-story, wood-frame con-
struction on up to two concrete levels called 
a “podium.”

The Ninth Street project will vary from the 
norm somewhat because of the signifi cantly 
sloped site and the step-down commitments 
Dickson made when the property was re-
zoned. The building will be set back from 
Green Street 50 feet. Then it will rise three 
fl oors at the Ninth and Green corner and four 
fl oors at the Iredell and Green corner; howev-
er, the height of the building at the two corners 
will be the same. The diff erence in the number 
of fl oors is due to the increased ceiling height 
for the commercial space planned for the Ninth 
Street side of the building. As the project pro-
gresses south, it will rise to a maximum of six 
stories before tapering off  again to fi ve at its 
northernmost end near Elmo’s.

The building will surround an interior park-
ing deck like the apartment projects at Station 
Nine and the Crescent properties at Erwin 
Square and at Main and Fifteenth Street. The 
main entry to the parking structure will be in 
the center of the Green Street facade. A private 
courtyard for residents is also planned for that 
area. The saltwater swimming pool and oth-
er amenities will be located closer to Elmo’s. 
Consonant with the developer’s design com-
mitments to the neighborhood, the building 
will be articulated to prevent long blank walls 
along the streets and the exterior walls will be 
substantially faced with brick.

Terwilliger Pappas says ground-breaking 
for the project will be in March, 2014. Site 
preparation will include the demolition or 
removal of two small commercial structures 
still standing on the Ninth Street side of the 
property and the homes on the Iredell Street 
side. When the project is complete, there will 
be nearly 1,000 new, mostly one-bedroom 
apartments within a short walk of each oth-
er in the Ninth Street area. With the slightly 
older Station Nine units included, the total 
will exceed 1,200. Old West Durham will be 
the most densely populated neighborhood in 
town. Let us hope that the new projects can be 

absorbed without destabilizing the traditional 
neighborhood or ruining the special character 
of the larger West Durham community.

University Shell Station to be 
Replaced by Sheetz
The neighborhood learned this sum-
mer that the Shell gas station at the corner of 
Hillsborough Road and LaSalle Street will 
soon be replaced by a Sheetz convenience store. 
The Shell station, long a fi xture in the neigh-
borhood, was the last of a dying breed in the 
area—a full-service automobile center where 
you could get your car gassed up, serviced, and 
repaired. Many neighbors took their vehicles 
there over the years.

Sheetz, on the other hand, represents the cur-
rent trend in highway retail. It is a gas station, 
fast food restaurant, and convenience store. The 
company also focuses on coff ee and tobacco sales. 
Based in Altoona, Pennsylvania, the chain has 
grown to more than 450 stores across six states, 
including North Carolina. Currently there is 
only one Sheetz store in Durham. That one is 
on Miami Boulevard.

The Hillsborough Road Sheetz will require 
more land than the Shell station occupies. To 
accommodate it, the old gas station will be 
demolished (the site was roped off  and bull-
dozers were poised at the time this article 
was written) along with the building which 
once housed the Blockbuster Video store and 
the frame shop. Neighbors in the area are a 
little concerned about the intensifi cation of 
commercial uses at the corner of LaSalle and 
Hillsborough, but the site is already zoned for 
commercial uses and there was no opportunity 
for offi  cial public input. Sheetz prides itself on 
community support and involvement. Maybe 
we can induce them to partner with us in proj-
ects to benefi t everyone.

The previous operators of the Shell station 
have opened a garage at 2510 Albany, which 
is actually across I-85 near the intersection of 
Guess Rd. and N. Pointe Dr. It is called Por-
terfi eld’s Auto Care.

The Heart of the
                               Visit Watts Hospital-Hillandale on the Web at http://www.whhna.org

The Heart of the
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Neighborhood
Neighbor Don Moffitt  
Elected to City Council
On November 5th, neighbor and city coun-
cilman Don Moffitt was elected to a full, four-
year term on City Council representing Ward 
3 which covers the neighborhood north of W. 
Club Boulevard. Moffitt was appointed to the 
seat earlier in the year after the former incum-
bent, neighbor Mike Woodard, was elected 
to the North Carolina Senate. Don, his wife, 
Sidney Cruze, and their daughter, Izzy, live on 
Wilson Street. Don came to Durham to man-
age Whole Foods. He is now the manager of 
Durham Central Market. Don has been a long-
time supporter of Watts-Hillandale and other 
Durham neighborhoods. He served on the Plan-
ning Commission and on the board of the Eno 
River Association. We are lucky to have him on 
the city council. Congratulations, Don! Also, 
thanks go to his opponent in the race, neighbor 
Pam Karriker. Pam, her husband, Dub Karriker, 
and their daughter live on Albany Street. Pam 
has served the community as a member of the 
Board of County Commissioners. Thank you, 
Pam, for your willingness to serve.

Club Boulevard House Rehab Wins 
Prestigious Pyne Award  
To M  M I L L e r

In October, Preservation Durham gave Mun-
ro-Parker Development a George and Mary 
Pyne Award for their sensitive restoration of the 
Eure House at 2002 West Club Boulevard. The 
house was built around 1915 for W.T. Eure. Each 
of Eure’s daughters, Lottie, Ada, and Sadie, had 
careers at Watts Hospital just across Maryland 
Avenue from the family home. Lottie was even 
acting superintendent of the hospital for a time. 
After 95 years, however, the house was in need 
of substantial repair and updating. Jay Munro 
and David Parker and his allied building com-
pany, Riverbank Construction, carefully put 
the house back together respecting its historic 
integrity throughout the process. They were 
assisted by historic preservation specialist Sarah 

Lachenman and her firm, Four-over-One Preser-
vation and Design. The house is now the home 
of new neighbors Joseph Blocher, Marin Levy, 
and their newborn son, Ben.

Parker, Munro, and Lachenman have collab-
orated together on a number of other projects in 
Watts-Hillandale and Old West Durham not the 
least of which is the architecturally significant 
and wonderful Ira Stoner House at 1106 Alabama 
Avenue. This house is now where David Parker 
lives with his wife, Kelly, and their family. Cur-
rently, the Munro-Parker team is restoring the 
two 1920s duplex buildings at 1102 and 1104 
Ninth Street. Here they are using the same care 
they poured into their work at 2002 Club. These 
buildings are sure to be candidates for another 
award when the restoration project is complete.

The George and Mary Pyne Award is named 
for noted Durham architect, George Pyne, and his 
wife, Mary. Together, the Pynes were tireless ad-
vocates for historic preservation in Durham. The 
Pyne Award is the highest honor given by Pres-
ervation Durham for architectural preservation.

Development Roundup
At the new Shops at Erwin Mill, things are 
moving with lightning speed. Harris Teeter was 
all stocked and ready for the grand opening on 
November 13. The developers and Harris Tee-
ter kindly invited representatives from Durham 
City government, Ninth Street merchants, and 
the surrounding neighborhoods to join them in 
their celebration. The turnout was huge as every-
one wanted to see the 54,000 square-foot new 
store. The building and its reconfigured parking 
lot have changed the look of Ninth Street forev-
er. The beautifully appointed store is sure to be 
popular with area residents. In the old George’s 
Garage building, new businesses are preparing to 
open. At Massage Envy, slated to open December 
10, final touches are being made and furnishings 
are being delivered and set up. Panera Bread, 
occupying the corner nearest Ninth, is not far 
behind. It will soon be serving bread, pastries, 
salads, soups, and sandwiches to hungry holiday 
shoppers. Since we last reported on progress at 
Erwin Mill, another tenant has signed up. Pure 
Barre is finishing out a 1,500 sq. ft. space on the 

Harris Teeter end of the old George’s building. 
Pure Barre is a fitness and workout facility for 
women concentrating on isometrics and work 
at the “barre,” the stationary handrail where 
dancers perform warm-up exercises.  Found-
ed in 2001 by dancer and choreographer Carrie 
Rezabek Dorr, the business became a national 
franchise in 2009. Only two spaces in the build-
ing are left at the time of this writing.

The Olympia Company’s new 122-room 
Hilton Garden Inn is complete and ready to 
open. And it will not be too many more weeks 
before Crescent Resources puts the finishing 
touches on the Circle Ninth Street apartments 
next door. The same company is developing the 
Circle Main Street apartment project at the cor-
ner of Main and 15th Streets. The site has been 
leveled and the concrete piers of the interior 
parking structure are rising. Together, the two 
projects will total about 450 apartment units. 
Construction is also moving apace at the similar, 
200-unit Swift Avenue Apartments just south 
of the freeway at the Swift-Broad overpass. All 
three projects will serve higher-end tenants 
seeking mostly one bedroom accommodations. 
Of the three, the Circle Main Street project will 
have the largest units and will include more two 
and three bedroom apartments. Look for a 2014 
completion date for all three projects.

Also in the Ninth Street area, Cam McDon-
ald, owner of the two-story 1920s commercial 
building at 762-764 Ninth Street has begun an 
extensive restoration project. Though long dis-
used and in disrepair, the building is an import-
ant structure in the historic streetscape. Orig-
inally it was home to Whitmore’s Bakery (Mr. 
Whitmore and his family lived on West Club). 
Later it hosted a number of businesses, but the 
longest running business was Sloan Auto Parts 
from the 1970s through the 90s. Most recent-
ly, half the building was occupied by a novelty 
printing firm although that half of the building is 
now vacant. The other half is currently occupied 
by the A-1 Stop Mail Shoppe. Cam McDonald 
is a west Durham native and son of Ninth Street 
icons, John and Frances McDonald of McDon-
ald’s Drug Store. A new tenant for the restored 
building has not been identified.

NOTABLE  
HAPPENNiNgS  
iN OUR NECK OF  
THE WOODSNeighborhood

(Continued on page 7)



These businesses are sponsoring this newsletter. Please support them as they support us. 
Please contact Jeffrey Petrou at jeffreypetrou@yahoo.com to reserve space for your ad.
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On Broad Street, neighbor Greg DeMarchi says his much anticipated 
Oval Park Grille will open soon after the first of the year.  The restaurant 
will occupy the space vacated by the Broad Street Café. Some interior 
demolition and clean-up has been done and all the necessary permits are 
pending. DeMarchi and his partners, Joe Kahn and Todd Whitney, have 
engaged architect Ellen Cassilly to help them upfit the restaurant and its 
next-door companion, a bar and wine shop called Tonic (occupying the 
space vacated by High Strung). The tables, bars and booths are being made 
by hand from reclaimed wood. It may take a little longer for Tonic to open 
as the permitting process for that business will require an appearance 
before the Board of Adjustment. No problems are anticipated, however.

Main Street Reopened At Last!
Main Street between Broad and Buchanan was closed 
on May 13 to allow the NCDOT to replace the bridge over Campus 
Drive. The street was reopened on October 30, much to the relief 
of west Durham residents dependent on the thoroughfare to reach 
downtown and to the relief of neighbors in the Trinity Heights and 
Trinity Park neighborhoods who had to put up with traffic rerouted 
along their formerly quiet residential streets. The project ran about 40 
days beyond the original project completion date of September 20. The 
same stretch of Main Street was also blocked for months in 2012 while 
the city replaced century-old water mains. With new pipes and a new 
bridge, maybe we can now drive along Main without interruption for 
a few years.

NCDOT and Railroad Drop Fanciful Plans for  
Broad-Swift and Fifteenth-Anderson  
To M  M I L L e r

In June we reported that the NCDOT, the City of Durham, the 
Norfolk and Southern Railway, and the Triangle Transit Authority have 
been developing a “Separation Study” of the at-grade railway crossings 
throughout the city. The draft study rolled out in March caused alarm in 
west Durham because it proposed to lift Broad-Swift over Main Street 
and the railway by means of a ramp which would begin at Perry Street 
and soar to 25 or so feet by the time it crossed Main. This ramp would 
eliminate the intersection of Main and Broad, so the traffic patterns we 
found so trying this summer would become permanent. Also, the un-
sightly ramp would work like a wall between Duke’s east campus and 
the Ninth Street area. At the 15th-Anderson crossing, the proposal for a 
the same sort ramp was even more absurd because it would have required 
moving the roadway across the property which is now being developed 
into the 220-unit Circle Main Street apartment project.

After these proposals met with stiff public resistance, the planners 
seem to have backed down. Instead of elevated roadways, they now pro-
pose better marked and controlled at-grade crossings at Broad and 15th 
Streets. The railway has refused to consider any proposal to lower the 
tracks so that they might run under the existing crossing streets—an 
obviously better and more permanent solution to whatever problem this 
planning exercise is chasing.

Old West Durham vice-president Eric Heidt has been the commu-
nity’s point man on this issue. He has attended the meetings and studied 

the designs. Eric’s professional skill as an architect has helped him 
and the rest of us understand the real impacts of the study’s elaborate 
proposals. Thanks, Eric.

Durham InterNeighborhood Council  
Tackles Cell Tower Rules Rewrite
After receiving citizen comments criticizing the city’s and 
county’s procedures for evaluating and approving cell towers, the Joint 
City-County Planning Commission asked the planning staff to come up 
with new regulations governing cell towers. The staff worked through the 
summer months and presented its proposed new regulations in August. 
In response, the InterNeighborhood Council (INC) asked its standing 
committee on zoning and land use to study the new rules and respond. 
The InterNeighborhood Council is an organization made up of delegates 
from about 30 of Durham’s neighborhood associations. Watts-Hillandale 
is a founding member of the organization.

The INC committee noted that the proposed new rules are more neigh-
borhood-friendly than the old rules in that they generally reduce tower 
height and improve somewhat the right of surrounding property owners 
to participate in the tower approval process. In the course of its study of 
the problem, the INC committee has met with representatives of the cell 
tower and wireless communication industries. From these meetings it 
became apparent that the industry needs more and taller towers to meet 
ever-increasing demand. The industry, though not averse to regulation, 
prefers a streamlined, administrative approval process—one which does 
not become bogged down with public hearings before discretionary 
decision-making bodies like the Board of Adjustment. 

Under the current rules and those proposed by the planning staff, 
a “concealed” cell tower undergoes a straightforward administrative 
approval process with no public hearing, while “unconcealed” towers 
must be approved by the Board of Adjustment after notice to the public 
and a hearing. The INC committee has determined that the concealed and 
unconcealed distinction is not one that matters much to neighborhoods 
or serves the industry. A 150 tower dressed up like an artificial evergreen 
is hardly concealed if it sticks up 60-70 feet over the nearest trees. 

So, as an alternative approach, the INC is putting together a proposal 
that considers location and tower height instead of concealment as the 
determinative factors. If a tower shorter than 180 feet is to be located 
in a non-residential zone away from nearby homes, it may approved ad-
ministratively if it satisfies standard regulatory criteria for access, safety, 
etc. Large areas of Durham County are in non-residential zones where 
neighborhood objections to tower placement would be minimal. In these 
areas, the administrative approval procedures preferred by the industry 
would be appropriate. However, if a proposed tower were planned for 
a residentially-zoned area, or if the tower would be taller than 180 feet, 
it could be approved only after a public hearing before the Board of Ad-
justment and only after a showing that the tower as located would blend 
in with surrounding uses and satisfy setback, safety, and other criteria 
designed to make the tower a good neighbor. In this process, the tower 
company might improve its chances of approval by agreeing to an effective 
program of concealment suitable to the tower and its proposed location. 
The INC committee is putting the finishing touches on its proposal and 
is working with other stakeholders to find an appropriate balance of 
competing concerns and interests.

(Continued from page 5)
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New Trees for Watts-Hillandale
The neighborhood association is partnering with the city’s 
Urban Forestry Department to plant 40 trees in the neighborhood in the 
coming months. City Arborist Alex Johnson has identified planting sites 
in the city right-of-way along Ninth Street near Club Boulevard, Iredell 
Street, Englewood Avenue, Woodrow Street, Carolina Avenue, and on 
West Club itself. Owners of homes adjacent to the planting sites will be 
notified by letter about the proposed plantings. Planting new trees in the 
neighborhood will be paid for by contributions from neighbors and the city.

In 2011, the neighborhood raised nearly $1,200 through donations to 
pay for new trees planted that year. Those trees are thriving now. This 
year, we hope to raise at least as much. The “urban forest” is one of the 
neighborhood’s great assets, but it requires constant and loving steward-
ship to keep it going.

Please contribute to this year’s tree planting program. All donations are 
tax-deductible. Make your check to “Keep Durham Beautiful” and send it 
to the neighborhood’s tree-planting coordinator, Karen Willis. Karen’s 
address is 2223 West Club Boulevard, Durham, NC 27705. If you have 
questions or suggestions about trees in the neighborhood, send Karen an 
e-mail, her address is Karen.willis@earthlink.net. Donations will accepted 
throughout the tree-planting season—from now until about March 1, 2014. 

Thank you so much for helping us all maintain our beautiful and valuable 
treescape. It is one of the many reasons our neighborhood is such a lovely 
place to live.

WHHNA Members Needed NOW!
It’s  time to renew your membership in the Watts Hospi-
tal-Hillandale Neighborhood Association. If you haven’t joined before now, 
this is a great time to sign up. All memberships expire in October every 
year and in November we begin anew. Last year our total memberships 
exceeded 700—one of our very best years ever. Among Durham’s voluntary 
neighborhood organizations, our membership every year places us at the top.

So far, about 200 members have joined or renewed. That’s a good start, 
but we have a long way to go before we beat last year’s total. Help us out 
by filling out the little membership form included with this newsletter 
and sending it in with your dues. After 29 years, it’s still just $5 per adult. 
Make your checks out to “WHHNA” and send them to 1110 Virginia Ave-
nue, Durham, NC 27705. Renters and owners are equally welcome. If you 
prefer, you can renew your membership when you buy your bags, candles, 
and sand for Night of Lights.

It is our neighborhood. That it is a great place to live is no accident. Help 
protect it. Help improve it. Join the WHHNA right now.

Club Boulevard Lots Subdivided 100 Years Ago
At the turn of the 20th Century, the country road that we call 
West Club Boulevard was variously called “E” Street or North Road 
(presumably because a little further east of us the street was the northern 
limit of developed part of town). In 1908, the new Watts Hospital was 
built and in 1909, the streetcar line was extended down Broad Street to 
serve it. Around 1912, the Durham Country Club (later called Hillandale 
Country Club) was built at the end of “E” Street (between Georgia 
Avenue and Hillandale Road on the north side of the street). It was then 
that some folks began to refer to E Street as Club Road. At the time, there 
were no other streets in the area and no homes. 

In 1913, the principals of the West End Land Company, realizing the 
potential the area had for new homes, subdivided the land along E Street 
into building lots. They called the subdivision “Club Acres” and began 
running newspaper ads designed to attract Durham’s professional and 
upper middle classes to a life of fresh air in the country away from the 
dirt and noise of the city. The first homeowner to build a house on the 
street was lawyer and state senator, Sumter Brawley. As secretary of the 
West End Land Company, Brawley had his pick of lots and chose the lot 
closest to the country club at the corner of Hester Street (now Georgia). 
There he and his wife Margaret built a commodious colonial revival-style 
home. Soon others began to build along the street. Doctors like Merle 
Adkins (2101 W. Club, 1916) and Numa Bitting (2105 W. Club, 1916) 
chose lots closer to the hospital. Businessmen like W. C. Lyon (2423 W. 
Club, 1915) and D.T. Sasser (2418 W. Club, 1916), seem to have preferred 
to be closer to the clubhouse. 

These early homes were large and graced with sweeping porches that 
often extended beyond the front of the houses or wrapped around one side. 
They were built in the popular styles of the day—craftsman, prairie, and 
colonial. During the late ‘teens and 1920s, there was a regular building 
boom along Club and soon streets to the north were laid out and the land 
subdivided. With the patriotic fervor of the First World War fresh in ev-
eryone’s mind, the developers named these streets after the states and the 
nation’s heroes, President Woodrow Wilson and General John J. Pershing.

In 1925, the city annexed much of the neighborhood and the city council 
settled the name of the neighborhood’s principal street once and for all 
calling it “Club Boulevard.”

Halloween 2013 Another Record-breaker! 
For years now, homeowners along Club have experienced 
an entirely unplanned trick-or-treat phenomenon on Halloween. It started 
as a trickle more than a decade ago, but then it began to build. Neighbors 
began to report having 200, 300, even 600 costumed kids ringing their 
door-bells in the traditional quest for treats. The kids came from all over 
town and even neighboring towns as the word seemed to spread - If you 
want your children to experience an old-fashioned, safe and wonderful 
Halloween, take ‘em to Watts-Hillandale!

Of course, some neighbors were surprised, others were bewildered, but 
most embraced the event. They throw parties on their porches and hand 
out candy by the bushel. The sidewalk is packed with kids escorted by 
parents grateful for the friendly welcome of Watts-Hillandale neighbors. 
The neighborhood association does not advertise or promote Halloween. It 
does hire off-duty police officers to guard the intersections and control the 
traffic. The city also lends the association hundreds of traffic cones which 
volunteers (led annually by Alabama Avenue neighbor Larry Chapman) 
set out along the street to warn motorists.

Last year, neighbors on Club reported serving as many as 1,600 trick-
or-treaters. This year, neighbors reported that many again and some said 
they counted more than 1,800 little zombies, hoboes, and super heroes at 
their doors! While the phenomenon has been mostly a Club Boulevard 
thing, this year, many neighbors on the crossing and parallel streets saw 
an uptick in activity.

The great thing about Halloween in Watts-Hillandale is that however 
big an event it has become, it remains a fun night for kids and their parents. 
As such it is a tribute to the love and generosity of the people who live 
here. •

(Continued from page 7)


