
October 17, 2013 

Request for user and neighborhood comments: 

 

Given the proximity of the playground in Oval Drive Park to Oakland Ave. and Oval Drive and 

the Oakland/Oval/Woodrow intersection, the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is 

proposing installing a fence between the playground and the street. 

There are two types of playground barriers that are typically used:  4 ft aluminum fencing and 4 

ft small square chain link fencing.  See examples of each on the attached page:  the chain link is 

at Bethesda Park and the aluminum fencing is at Westover Park.  The cost for each is the same, 

about $20 per linear foot, installed.  The dimensions for each layout proposed for Oval Drive 

Park are equivalent, about 400 linear feet.  Either layout would have gates installed as 

appropriate and where needed. 

 

Proposed layouts are sketched on the attached aerial view of the playground. 

 

Points to consider: 

Aluminum fence --- may be perceived as more aesthetically pleasing, open on the south side of 

the playground towards the park, installed only around the park edges to the point at which the 

slope naturally contains children in the site interior, would be installed not to block Oval Dr. 

crosswalk and sidewalk access into park 

 

Chain link – contains children more securely within the playground area, black vinyl-coated 

would match the existing fence in the park along Club Blvd.  

 

Please discuss with park users and park neighbors, and send a response either to 

Beth.Timson@durhamnc.gov or via the WHHNA email list.  Thanks very much! 

 

(The funding available for this fencing is only available for this particular item and cannot be 

used on other items in the park.) 
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