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F O C U S
FestOval - Saturday October 3rd 
Come Play in the Park!
by Meredith eMMett

Fall means FestOval and this year’s event is 
Saturday, October 3rd in Oval Park.  All after-
noon and into the evening the park will be alive 
with games to play and neighbors to greet.  

Games and activities for children of all ages 
begin at 2 pm.  There will be lawn games and 
more.  Cool edible treats will be available 
throughout the afternoon. 

The potluck dinner begins at 5 PM, accompa-
nied by music and the opportunity for dancing. 
Bring your favorite dish to share with neighbors, 
as well as a lawn chair or two. Durham Jazz, an 
18-piece swing band, will generously provide 
music again this year. Enjoy the neighbors you 
know and meet new friends al fresco.

As dusk falls, we’ll show the videos produced 
this summer by students at the Center for 
Documentary Studies (CDS) Video Institute.  The 
twelve stories about people and places in the 
neighborhood are a wonderful and educational 
overview of what makes our neighborhood 
unique.  Follow John Riley as he delivers the 
mail.  Listen to what inspires our neighborhood 
artists.  Learn more about the history of Watts 
Hospital and the operations of the Williams 
Water Treatment plan.  Meet the personalities 
behind the Green Room, The Palace, and Watts 
Grocery (see Institute Summary on page 8). 
Copies of the DVD from the Video Institute and 
the CD from the Audio Institute will be available 
for purchase for only $10 each.

WHH Neighborhood  
Seventh Annual ARTWALK

Sunday November 9th Noon – 6 pm
by Meredith eMMett

Mark your calendar for the seventh annual WHH neighborhood Artwalk.  
The Artwalk offers a chance to enjoy the talents and personal company of 
your creative neighbors displaying and selling jewelry, stained glass, weav-
ings, pottery, paintings, photographs, and many other locally crafted arts, 
and to truly shop local. Watch the neighborhood listserv for more details.  
Maps will be made available in the neighborhood and also online.

If you are an artist who wants to participate in the Artwalk, please con-
tact Galia Goodman at galiag@mindspring.com or 286-4463. All creative 
neighbors are welcome!

 
WHHNA Annual Meeting

Come Meet Your NeighborsAnd Share Your Ideas 
Tuesday October 20th at 7:30

by Meredith eMMett

Each year, the Watts-Hospital Hillandale Neighborhood Association 
gathers for its Annual Meeting. This year’s Annual Meeting is Tuesday, 
October 20th at 7:30 pm at the Summit Church at the corner of West Club 
Blvd. and Carolina Ave. The annual meeting offers residents the following 
opportunities:

• Join current board members and committee chairs for interactive roundta-
ble discussions on such neighborhood topics as safety, traffic, trees, street-
lights, and parks. 

• Share your ideas and opinions about making Watts-Hospital Hillandale 
neighborhood an even better place to live and play.  

• Find out how you can be involved in neighborhood festivities such as the 
Centennial Celebration, Night of Lights, and more.  

• Share your ideas for any new events that you may like to see in the neigh-
borhood. 

• Elect the officers and directors of WHHNA Board of Directors. 
(Continued on Page 8)

September  
2009

“May the forces of evil become confused on the way to your house." –––George Carlin

(Continued on Page 3 )
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upcoming Board meetings
Sept. 15  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Darrell Fruth and Nina Sperber 
 1308 Virginia Ave. 

Oct. 20  WHHNA Annual Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
 at Summit Church  
 (corner of West Club Blvd. & Carolina Ave.)

Nov. 17  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Wendi Gale   
 1612 Maryland Ave.

Dec. 16  Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
 at the home of Joshua Allen   
 2417 West Club Blvd.
All meetings are held the evening of the third Tuesday of the 
month. If you need a ride, please call one of the board mem-
bers and s/he will be glad to pick you up and take you home.
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Annual Meeting—continued

Neighbors are invited to nominate themselves or others for 
the board at or before the meeting. If you submit your nomi-
nations to Meredith Emmett before October 1 via phone or 
email (641-1614 or meredith@thirdspacestudio.com), 
the Nominating Committee will have ample time 
to communicate with you and to answer questions 
you may have, and also to personally introduce 
you as a nominee at the Annual Meeting.  However, 
nominations are also taken from the floor during the 
meeting.  All members of WHHNA are welcome to 
serve on the board.

Please join your neighbors on October 20th for 
a fun and interactive Annual Meeting!  The Board 
of Directors will provide delicious refreshments 
and multiple opportunities to win door prizes.

 
WHH Neighbors Weigh In On 

Durham CAN Priorities
WHHNA is a member of Durham CAN (Congregations, 

Associations and Neighborhoods), and as such, over one 
hundred neighbors recently gave input to help shape CAN’s 
future action priorities for making Durham an even better 
place to call home.  

WH CAN team members provided two opportunities for 
WHH resident input.  First, neighbors were invited to a lis-
tening session to share and discuss what each deemed as the 
most pressing issues of concern facing Durham County today. 
Next, WH CAN members sporting poster-board “ballots” (of 
the top 10 issues raised from the listening session) joined in 
the July 4th festivities.  Over 100 neighbors voted for their 
top concerns.  The top vote-getting concerns are summarized 
below. 
1.  Improve education quality of lowest performing schools  

in Durham
2.  Integrate residences, businesses, walkways and public 

transportation for better walk-ability and bike-ability in 
Durham (This was a WHH July 4th write-in!)

3.  Preserve and improve water health (streams, lakes,  
aquifers)

4.  Decrease racial/ethnic intolerance and prejudice 
5.  Create pathways to green jobs for low-income Durham 

residents
Durham CAN will use feedback from WHH and other 

CAN member organizations to guide the agenda for CAN 
going forward.

For more information about CAN, please contact neighbor 
Shanon Schuster, shanon@alumni.cmu.edu

WHH Centennial Celebration 
Finale Social & Dance 

Saturday November 21, 2009 
NCSSM Gymnasium, 7:30-11:00 p.m.

by Sally Adkins

Please mark your calendars and encourage your 
neighbors to attend this grand culminating WHH centen-
nial celebration.  To view the WHH Video and Audio 
Documentaries produced by the Center for Documentary 
Studies at Duke University please come at 7:30 p.m. 
Music and dancing will follow a showing of the docu-
mentaries with featured vocalists and neighbors Ellen 
Ciompi, Nancy Middleton, Lindsey Bute, and the 
Durham Jazz Orchestra. More information will be pro-
vided in the coming months via the WHH listserv. We 
hope you can join us. Please mark your calendars now! 

MEMBERS
President	
Meredith Emmett	 meredith@thirdspacestudio.com	
1301	Alabama	 286-0084

Vice-President	 	
Joshua Allen allen.joshua@gmail.com	
2417	W.	Club	 225-8914

Secretary	
Steve Cohn	 stevec@duke.edu
1406	Pennsylvania	 286-3672

Treasurer
Larry Chapman 	 larry.chapman@pgnmail.com
1400	Alabama	 416-4455

DIRECTORS
Avi Alkon	 aviel@minddabbler.com
2511	Woodrow	
Holly Bicknell 	 hbicknell88@hotmail.com
1801	Maryland	 801-9035
Darrell Fruth	 mailto:dfruth@gmail.com
1308	Virginia	 286-0056	
Wendi Gale	 wendigw@verizon.net
1612	Maryland	 383-9247	
Debra Kelly	 debrakelly@hotmail.com	 	
1105	Alabama	 286-3621
Ned Kennington	 nkennington@juno.com
1415	Pennsylvania	 286-9519
Marian Place	 placesense@yahoo.com
1112	Oval	Drive	 286-2606
Eric Strother mailto:estroth@aol.com
2310	W.	Club	 416-1663
Seth Vidal
2309	Woodrow	 225-0895	

To	contact	the	board	members	as	a	group,	please	email:
WHHNA_Board@googlegroups.com

Board Members, 2009
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Biggest Fourth Ever!
by Tom miller

Attendance estimates for this year's 
Watts-Hospital Hillandale July 4 

parade and celebration ran between 900 
and one thousand people making it the 
neighborhood's biggest-ever. The fact that 
it was the 60th anniversary of the event 
and the neighborhood's centennial cer-
tainly contributed to the record-breaking 
turnout. Generous newspaper coverage 
and the anticipated dedication of the new 
WHH neighborhood sign and flagpole 
also encouraged people to attend.

Vega Metals of Durham fabricated the 
sign, located at the corner of Club Blvd. 
and Oakland Ave. out of steel from a 
design by neighbor Joe Liles. The neigh-
borhood's tireless centennial chairman, 
Debbie Kelly, coordinated the erection 
of the sign and handled all of the neces-
sary permitting. The result is a fitting, 
homegrown monument to 100 years of 
Watts-Hillandale living. The flagpole and 
the U.S. flag that flies from it are dedi-
cated to Tom and Alice Walker, neighbors 
who founded the parade and its essential 
traditions in 1950. Although Tom Walker 
passed away some years ago, Alice and 
three generations of her family were on 
hand to receive the well-deserved honor. 
After the flag was raised by a Walker 
grandson, Tom Deckert, the O.K. Chorale 
struck up the "Star Spangled Banner." It 
was a very moving occasion. 

Unfortunately, our good neighbor, Bill 
Holmes, was unable to supply us with 
his wonderful Ideal Sundry lemonade. 
Fortunately, Hagar Rand at the Coca Cola 
plant on Hillsborough Road stepped into 
the breach, supplying us with enough 
cokes and water to quench a thousand 
thirsts. The kids really enjoyed the little 
bottles and marveled at the crimped caps 
that had to be removed with a bottle 
opener. How times do change!

 Amy Tornquist from her Broad Street 
restaurant, Watts Grocery, was on hand 
with hundreds of her signature cupcakes. 
Man, did they go fast! Amy never misses 

an opportunity to serve her neighbors. 
Thanks also go to Joe Van Gogh, who 
supplied lots of fresh coffee to the early 
morning volunteers.

 The weather was perfect - not too hot 
and a gentle breeze was blowing. The city 
had made a special effort to spruce up the 
newly renovated northern half of Oval 
Park. At 8 on the morning of the fourth, 
an army of volunteers showed up to hang 
flags, set up tents, control traffic, and sell 
t-shirts. They brought ladders and trucks 
to make the work easy. Both the police 
and fire departments turned out to lead 
and protect the parade. Special thanks 
go to our neighbors Brad O'Brien and his 
crew from Summit Church. Brad took on 
the job of traffic control, but he brought 
so many volunteers we put them to work 
at every job. Dignitaries who attended the 
parade included state house representa-
tive and neighbor, Paul Luebke, and city 
council members, Mike Woodard, Diane 
Catotti, and Cora Cole-McFadden. 

Real Estate - A Century Ago
by Tom miller

Even with the recession still going 
strong, the best investment anywhere 

around turns out to be a house in Watts 
Hospital-Hillandale. What would those 
first adventurous lot purchasers think if 
they could see the value of their invest-
ments today?

The oldest houses in the neighborhood, 
along Ninth and a couple on Iredell, 
were actually built on lots that were an 
outgrowth of the Walltown development 
of the 1890s. Watts Hospital-Hillandale 
didn't get its proper start until 1913 when 
The West End Land Company bought up 
a big chunk of the Hester farm and laid 
out 105 lots along Club Boulevard. The 
lots were generous, 75' by nearly 400', and 
intended to attract Durham's growing pro-
fessional class. They called their develop-
ment "Club Acres." At the same time, the 
Durham Loan and Trust Company bought 
another section of the Hester property 
located just to the south. They divided it 

up into 198 more modest lots and called 
it "Englewood." The land was mostly 
farmland. Early photos show almost no 
trees anywhere. The only buildings repre-
sented on the old plats were the new Watts 
Hospital and the new Durham Country 
Club. Club Boulevard (a new name for 
what had been called both North Street 
and E Street) had recently been improved 
with kerbs and gutters, although the street 
itself was still unpaved. There were water, 
sewer, and gas lines in the street. Electric 
lines hung overhead and the developers 
installed concrete sidewalks. Another big 
amenity in this pre-automobile era was the 
electric streetcar line running right down 
the center of the street. Crossing streets 
named after states connected club Acres 
and Englewood Ave.. The exception was 
Park Way surrounding the unbuildable 
land along the little creek that flowed 
south into Ellerbe. Of course, this land 
eventually became Oval Park and Park 
Way became Oval Drive on one side and 
Oakland Avenue on the other.

The development was in the county then. 
Interestingly, the name "Club Boulevard," 
which began as a developer's unof-
ficial marketing device, stuck instantly 
although it did not become official until 
1925. Almost as quickly, the area near-
est the hospital began to be called the 
"Watts Hospital district." And the area 
farther west, near the country club, was 
called "Hillandale" after the golf course 
John Sprunt Hill had built and loaned to 
the club. The Durham Morning Herald 
referred to the whole neighborhood as 
"out there."

In those days real estate wasn't sold the 
way it is today. There were no real estate 
agents in the sense we understand today 
and there was no multiple listing service. 
Most land was developed and sold by syn-
dicates of Durham's business leaders - the 
Dukes and their partners. Although some 
of Durham's wealthier folks had homes 
built for them, most houses were built as 
speculative ventures or investments. All of 
this would soon change and the dramatic 
changes in real estate development that 
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swept a growing Durham were reflected 
in Watts-Hillandale.

In 1913 there was no real estate section 
in the newspaper. Indeed, real estate ads 
were rare and when they did appear in 
the tiny "Want Ads" section, they were 
mixed with advertising for horses and 
mules, pianos, water melons, and "eggs 
for hatching." Advertising revenue for 
the paper came mostly from large ads 
for department stores like Ellis Stone's 
and Kronheimer's and for automobiles 
like Buicks and Overlands. To kick off 
sales in Club Acres, the West End Land 
Company brought in Penny Bros. auc-
tioneers from Greensboro to conduct a 
big sale on November 24, 1913. Fifteen 
prime lots were to go on the block. West 
End bought a series of quarter-page ads in 
the Herald to attract buyers. 
Says company president W. 
J. Griswold, "If you buy a 
lot at this sale, you'll never 
regret it."

And the lots sold. At this 
auction and others, the buy-
ers were doctors and law-
yers, like Merle Adkins and 
Sumpter Brawley, who want-
ed sites for their new homes. 
Other buyers were specu-
lators who flipped the lots 
for a profit after fine new 
homes began to rise along 
Club and Englewood. Some 
of the speculators also built 
houses for resale. 

Lot sales by auction proved 
to be slow way of moving 
property. Gradually, the 
developers began to adver-
tise more and more in the newspaper. In 
1916, Alphonsus Cobb's Durham Realty 
and Insurance Co. ran a quarter page ad 
showing a drawing of a beautiful Colonial 
Revival home on a landscaped lot. "There 
Is Every Reason Why You Should Own a 
Home On CLUB BLOULEVARD - The 
beautiful residence section between the 
Watts Hospital and the Country Club. 

Pure, Fresh Air… Good Car Service…
Electric Lights…Gas…City Water… 
Sewerage…No City Taxes…Boulevard 
now being Macadamized…GIVE THE 
CHILDREN A CHANCE." The specula-
tors also began to run ads and with the 
diffusion of ownership, real estate brokers 
made their appearance too. "ELLIOTT 
Has The Following Lots For Sale" began 
one October, 1914 Herald ad. "Three nice 
lots, near the car line just west of the 
Watts Hospital, size lots 50x 150. Prices 
$350 to $450 per lot." Proximity to the 
trolley was a big seller. Success on Club 
caused development to creep northward 
on Alabama. Here the speculators were 
W. L. Totten and his neighbor, J. T. Kerr. 
They lived side-by-side in the 2200 block 
of Club Boulevard. Sharing the same page 

of the Herald with an arti-
cle announcing the mar-
riage of film stars Roscoe 
"Fatty" Arbuckle and Doris 
Deane, Kerr and Totten 
advertised "Property is 
in great demand in this 
vicinity and is becoming 
scarce, we have only 16 of 
these beautiful Home Sites 
to offer you…"

During the "Roaring 
Twenties" real estate in 
Watts-Hillandale was a 
hot commodity. In 1921 
alone, twenty-seven Club 
Boulevard properties 
changed hands. Prices 
went up and up. Real 
estate ads, once rare in 
the newspaper, now had 
their own section in the 
classifieds. Box ads were 

commonplace and real estate agents mul-
tiplied. Durham "Realtor" A. P. Carlton of 
Durham Insurance Service Co. advertised 
"3 vacant lots on Alabama Avenue East 
front $1,000.00 each."  In 1921, Realtor 
was a term recently coined to denote 
membership in the N.C. Association of 
Realtors, a new organization of real estate 
brokers. 

Homes in addition to lots were now being 
offered. In July 1923, City Real Estate 
Co. offered "Six rooms and a bath just off 
Club Boulevard. South Front (evidently, 
south and east were best). Nice level lot. 
House sub-floored. Has fireproof roof. 
Beautiful electric fixtures, fully equipped 
bath, hot and cold running water and 
sewer…." (You know what they meant.) 
Another ad at the same time proclaimed, 
"AN ATTRACTIVE NEW BUNGALOW 
with six rooms, breakfast room and 
bath…2000 block of Englewood for sale. 
Has Garage also to match house. Call G. 
C. Glymph." Grover Glymph and his fam-
ily were among the first to see the benefit 
of an Englewood home. They resided at 
number 2040. On the same page, D. W. 
"A Square Deal to Everybody" Newsome 
offered "nice home sites" on Alabama, 
Carolina, Maryland, Woodrow, Wilson, 
and Virginia at prices ranging from $800 
to $1,500. 

Newsome also sold houses and knew an 
investment opportunity when he saw one. 
In 1926 he listed "A new home, just being 
completed, on Alabama Avenue. All city 
conveniences, street soon to be paved, 
eastern front (there it is again)… in a new 
and beautiful section that is rapidly grow-
ing. Hardwood floors throughout, built-in 
bookcases, baseboard attachments (who 
knows?), built-in bath (in 1926, the other 
kind were still common enough)…. Just a 
tidy, cozy home. Price $6,500. …a good 
investment. Will sell for $7,500 as soon 
as street is laid."

As the competition grew stiffer, the ads 
became more descriptive. Here's an ad 
from the September 3, 1926 Herald: 
"FOR SALE A splendid home on Club 
boulevard. Has 9 large rooms with good, 
large basement. Modern steam heat. Large 
living room, dining room, kitchen and 
breakfast room, with back porch, on first 
floor. Has four good bedrooms and bath 
on second floor. Also has splendid garage. 
Quite a few fruit trees, large strawber-
ry patch. A real HOME for somebody. 
CARVER REAL ESTATE COMPANY." 

(Continued on Page 8)
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Hillandale Massage Clinic
J. Timothy Sullivan

Dealing with muscular pain and  
dysfunction for over 20 years

Nationally certified/NC license #915

919-309-1219

1911 Hillandale Rd. Suite 1230. Durham, NC 27705

Composed Life Services, PLLC

Marian R. Place, lcsw
Psychotherapy & Counseling

`
 

Offering a safe, respectful environment  
in which to heal and grow

 
Durham, N.C. 
919-286-3060               
www.composedlife.co

WATTS        GROCERY

1116 Broad Street
Durham, NC 27705
(919) 416-5040, 

wattsgrocery@gmail.com

Tuesday - Friday: Saturday and Sunday: 
Lunch 11:00 - 2:30, Brunch 11:00 - 2:30,  
Dinner 5:30 - 10:00, Dinner 5:30 - 10:00,  
Late Night 10:30 - 12:00 Late Night 10:30 - 12:00

Thank you for welcoming us 
into your neighborhood.  It’s been 

our pleasure to get to know so 
many of you.  We look forward to 
seeing you soon at Watts Grocery!

The Summit Church
LOVE GOD • LOVE EACH OTHER • LOVE OUR WORLD

The Summit:  West Club Campus

Every Sunday at 11:15AM

(corner of W. Club Blvd.  
& Carolina Ave.)

www.SummitWestClub.com

$3 OFF
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ANOTHER PLEA FOR TREES

Please be reminded that October 10, 2009 is the deadline to 
request a tree from the Durham Neighborhood Street Tree 
Replacement program. If you are interested in filling out a form 
to receive a tree, go to the following website:

http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/general/pdf/tree_
request_form.pdf,. In the next issue of PARADE, please look 
for detailed information provided by Alex Johnson, Urban 
Forestry Manager, regarding Durham’s Urban Foresty Program 
and the Durham Urban Forestry Street Tree Inventory And 
Canopy Analysis. 

SUMMARY OF SUMMER 2009 VIDEO & 
AUDIO INSTITUTES IN WHHN

by Debbie Kelly

Thanks to the students participating in the 2009 Video and 
Audio Institutes at the Center for Documentary Studies (CDS) 
at Duke University in June and July, we have a treasure trove 
of personal thoughts and recollections about Watts Hospital-
Hillandale. Neighbors who attended the students’ final project 
presentations were treated to some very special stories about 
community, friendship, music, ecology, commitment, reclama-
tion, alligators, courage, fun, dogs, and much more. If you’d 
like to attend a performance of the short video and audio 
documentaries, the WHH Neighborhood Association plans to 
share them publicly during at least two neighborhood events 
in 2009 (FestOval and the Centennial Social & Dance). Copies 
of the documentaries will also be for sale throughout the next 
year or so through the WHH Neighborhood Association. 

Video Documentaries

Amy’s Community – Watts Grocery was going to be a taco 
stand

Birth by Charity – a controversial account of Watts 
Hospital history

Ellen Ciompi – hear one of the sweetest songs ever sung 
about WHH and Durham

Finding a Place – play billiards and leave your troubles at 
the door

Food for the Soul – meet the creepy critters who live in 
our communal backyard

Food People Music – sharing the joy and smiles of Africa 
on Broad Street

Galia Goodman – the intricacies of making meaningful 
ketubot

George Danser – a tutorial in responsible living

Life Blood – it’s not just a pastoral reservoir we see at the 
end of West Club everyday

Links of Love – you will never think of golf in the same way 
again

Love on Delivery – why it’s not a good idea to get on the 
wrong side of WHH

Oval Park – the things kids do!

Audio Documentaries

An Abundant Life – Dr. William Wilson’s discovery of joy

At Home on the 4th of July – Alice Walker shares her 
giggle and memories

Durham’s Come A Long Way, Baby – Rep. Paul Leubke 
and his contributions to NC

Going Out Feet First – Tom Miller visits with some of his 
dearest neighbors

A Durham Boy Goes to War – Grover Glymph is our 
hero

Icky Poo – Dr. Charles “Chuck” Eilber and kids of all ages

Historian and Activist – John Schelp brings peace and calm 
to many situations 

Lessons From a Neighborhood Activist – Meredith 
Emmett has a very large family

A Long Tale – John Carr has a secret and you might not 
want to hear it

The Power of Slow Living – Marian Place knows the 
power of a porch

The President and First Lady – Meredith Emmett and 
Galia Goodman smooth the edges

Scrapbooks of the Heart – Patricia “Pat” Coman brings 
out the best in people

Woman with a Knife – St. Clair Williams has always loved 
tools and making things

Wabi-Sabi – Taki Scoville is very glad to teach kids to cook 
rice and appreciate food

   The WHH board of directors wishes to give special thanks 
to Debbie Kelly for her tireless work in the coordination of this 
collaborative project between WHHNA, CDS, and NCSSM. 
Thank you, Debbie. You are the best!

Community 
News
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Heart of the Neighborhood 
—continued

Mr. Carver also lived in a splendid home in the neighborhood. 
Along with heat and bathrooms, chickens were a selling point. In 
April, 1926, C.W. Teague offered "FOR SALE 4-ROOM HOUSE. 
Nice large lot on Maryland Avenue. Fine place for a garden, chickens 
and a real home." 

Perhaps the most persuasive of all Durham's real estate men of the 
1920s was C. E. Phillips. In 1924, he put this ad in the Durham 
Morning Herald: "LOOKING FOR A HOME? ON VIRGINIA 
AVENUE BETWEEN Club Blvd. and Englewood Avenue, I have, 
without a doubt the very best HOME opportunity that can be found in 
this good section…. It is easily worth $7,000 of any man's money, and 
that is what we've been asking; but it MUST BE SOLD, and we are 
willing to accept only $6,000." If this hasn't convinced you, "Read on! 
There are six nice rooms with bath, cedar closets, pantry, HEAT, gas 
heater for hot water, shades and screens, garage, cement driveway…." 
But wait! There's more: "This home is just a few years old and is in 
the best of condition. It faces EAST…. The lot is 60 x 252 feet allow-
ing room for flowers, chickens, and a garden and ample play space 
for children. AND not far distant is one of the best SCHOOLS in the 
city. P.S. The home I advertised last week could have been sold to 
three different people, but only one got it. Better call me now." Who 
could resist? But in just a few years the Great Depression would bring 
it all to a crashing halt.

Billboard Industry Still Lobbying for 
Digital Displays and to Move More Signs 
to I-85 and 15-501
by Tom miller

K & L Gates, the law firm that is currently suing the county 
to reduce the protected watershed around Jordan Lake, is 

continuing its lobbying effort on behalf of Fairway, the billboard 
company that owns half the billboards remaining in Durham. 
The Watts-Hillandale Neighborhood Association has joined 
with other target neighborhoods to oppose Fairway's plans for 
increased numbers of billboards, including digital.  Please help 
out.  Write a letter to the editor and tell them you oppose digital 
billboards hanging over houses along I-85, 15-501, and other 
streets.  Send an e-mail message to the mayor and members of 
the city council.  The email addresses are: Bill.Bell@durhamnc.
gov and  Council@DurhamNC.Gov

We are looking for volunteers to help organize and facili-
tate this wonderful community festival. The invaluable exper-
tise of those who have volunteered in the past is especially 
desired, but we have room and opportunities for people of 
all ages and skills. We hope to keep volunteer shifts fairly 
brief so one also has plenty of time to mingle and enjoy 
the event as well as to work. This festival is a true neighbor-
hood event, and we are the ones who make it happen. Set 
up will begin the morning of October 3rd at 9 AM.  If you 
are able to offer help in any way please contact: Meredith 
Emmett at 641-1614 or meredith@thirdspacestudio.com.

FOCUS—continued Association Membership Approaching  
All-time High

With nearly 690 members joining and renewing this year, 2008-9 is 
fast approaching the neighborhood association's record of 740 

members. The Watts-Hillandale neighborhood Association has always 
been one of Durham's strongest voluntary neighborhood organizations, 
but these numbers put the neighborhood in a league by itself. Bravo to 
all the volunteers and neighbors who every day do something, however 
large or small, to make this neighborhood a great place to live.

News from Watts-Busters
by mig l iTTle -Hayes

WHHNA energy committee, Watts-Busters, encourages every 
WHHN resident to participate in a fantastic collaborative learn-

ing opportunity being offered by Clean Energy Durham (CED). CED 
is offering a free in-home, three-hour hands-on workshop on do-it-
yourself home energy-saving techniques right in your very own 
home or the home of one of your neighbors! CED staff and “Super 
Trainers” will train homeowners and staff for in exchange for the 
following four pledges:
1. Agree to pay for the identified energy-saving supplies needed in 

your particular home such as caulk, weather stripping, etc., rarely 
to exceed $100. 

2. Become a resource for WHH neighbors, willing to teach others 
what you learn through CED.

3. Bring at least 3 other neighbors to the workshop offered in your 
home to learn alongside you.

4. Provide CED access to energy-use information for the purposes 
of collecting data and tracking energy-saving results over time.

CED staff/trainer will do a preliminary walk-through of your 
home to identify and assess easy but meaningful energy-saving 
projects for use during the workshop, and to make a shopping 
list and accompany the homeowner for purchase of the necessary 
supplies, prior to the workshop. If you are interested in being one 
of WHH neighborhood’s lucky energy-saving homeowners, or if 
you have questions about the program or ideas for future Watts-
Busters activities send an email to mhayes7@nc.rr.com

Sunday, Sept 27 – FestOval, Jazz & Potluck 2008. Contact 
April Walton:  awalton@duke.edu 
Thursday, Oct. 1 – Deadline for pre-submission of nomina-
tions to the WHH Board of Directors. (details on page 1) 
Saturday, Oct. 3. 2:00 p.m. ‘til dark – FestOval festivities 
and potluck dinner and dancing (details on page 1)
Saturday, Oct. 10 – Deadline for Neighborhood Street 
Tree Replacement request ( details on page 1)
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m.  – Annual Meeting at Summit 
Church (details on page 1)
Sunday, Nov. 9th, Noon-6 p.m. – Seventh Annual 
ARTWALK (details on page 1)
Saturday, Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m. – Centennial 
Finale Social & Dance at the NC School of Science and 
Mathematics Gymnasium (details on page 3)

Calendar of Events




