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F O C U S
60th Annual Watts Hospital-Hillandale  

July 4 Parade!
Saturday, July 4 at 10:00 a.m. Gather at the 
corner of Oakland Avenue and Club Boulevard
Tom Miller

	 This event is not to be missed. It marks a milestone 
in an unbroken tradition of stewardship and community. Our 
neighborhood parade is the oldest Fourth of July celebration in 
town. Others are bigger and noisier, but ours, with its intimate, 
quiet dignity, is meaningful and more closely represents the 
better part of patriotism and America at its best.
	 It all started on the sticky, unairconditioned Fourth 
of July, 1950. A handful of kids with little to do were melting in 
Alice Walker’s back yard at 2223 W. Club. She remembered an 
article about neighborhood parades she’d read in the July issue 
of Parents magazine and urged her husband, Tom, to rally the 
kids. They decorated their trikes and scooters with red, white, 
and blue crepe paper, and little American flags. Tom urged 
them to march a block down the sidewalk and back a couple of 
times and off they went. Afterwards, back in the Walker’s yard, 
they recited the Pledge of Allegiance and sang “My country ‘tis 
of thee…” and other patriotic songs. Afterward, Alice provided 
cold soft drinks - a treat, not a staple in those days - and the 
tradition was born.
	 The event grew bigger and better each year thereaf-
ter. More kids and their families joined in. The Walkers supplied 
proper flags for the event and as the union added a 49th and 
a 50th state, new flags were purchased to keep the celebration 
up-to-date. Soon there were too many kids to march on the side-
walk and Tom persuaded the city to close Club Boulevard and 
supply a police escort. The recitation of the Pledge and patriotic 
singing got moved to Oval Park when the Walker’s yard proved 
too small.

— 2009 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION EVENTS —
Summer Video and Audio Institutes  

in WHHN
Debbie Kelly

The Center for Documentary Studies (CDS) at Duke University will conduct its 
fieldwork for the 2009 Summer Video and Audio Institutes in Watts Hospital-
Hillandale in June and July! Twelve teams of two CDS students each will be 
paired with a CDS instructor and a WHH resident/subject who has volunteered 
for participation. Each student team will then shoot/record, develop, edit and 
finally, present, a 5-8 minute documentary about its WHH resident/subject. The 
Video Institute takes place Saturday, June 20 thru Saturday, June 27; the Audio 
Institute takes place Sunday, July 19 thru Saturday, July 25.  

Please join us for the following events in connection with the CDS 2009 Summer 
Institutes:

Monday, June 22, 7-9pm, Lecture Hall, NCSSM - Dr. P. Preston Reynolds, 
author of Watts Hospital of Durham, North Carolina, 1895-1976: Keeping the 
Doors Open, will share photos, documentation, stories and insights about Watts 
Hospital, and Karen Price, a NC-raised filmmaker and former press aide to a 
U.S. senator and congressman, will share a recent documentary production. Dr. 
Reynolds and Ms. Price will speak to and take questions from the audience. 

Saturday, June 27, 9:30am-noon, Lecture Hall, NCSSM – twelve teams of 
two CDS students will each present a 5-8 minute documentary about its WHH 
resident/subject. Come and see your friends and neighbors on the big screen!

Saturday, June 27, 12:30-3pm, picnic area, corner of Maryland Avenue and 
West Club Blvd, NCSSM – bring a tasty dish to this potluck and share some 
good ol’ NC & WHH hospitality with the CDS students and staff to celebrate the 
meaningful work of the Video Institute! 

Tuesday, July 21, 7-9pm, Lecture Hall, NCSSM –  
Jay Allison, independent broadcast journalist and curator/producer of This I 
Believe on National Public Radio, will share stories and insights about creating 
documentaries, essays and special series for national and international broadcast. 
Mr. Allison will take questions from the audience. 

(Continued on Page 8)
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2008

“As Mankind becomes more liberal, they will be more apt to allow that all those who conduct themselves as worthy members of the community are equal-
ly entitled to the protections of civil government. I hope ever to see America among the foremost nations of justice and liberality.” –––George Washington
“This flag, which we honor and under which we serve, is the emblem of our unity, our power, our thought and purpose as a nation. It has no other char-
acter than that which we give it from generation to generation. The choices are ours.” –––Woodrow Wilson

(Continued on Page 8)
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If you know a new  
neighbor or are one  
yourself, please contact  
Dean Michaels (286-2601) or 
Karen Stark (286-9895)???

Comings  
&Goings
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MEMBERS
President	
Meredith Emmett	 meredith@thirdspacestudio.com	
1301 Alabama	 286-0084

Vice-President	 	
Joshua Allen	 allen.joshua@gmail.com	
2417 W. Club	 225-8914

Secretary	
Steve Cohn	 stevec@duke.edu
1406 Pennsylvania	 286-3672

Treasurer
Larry Chapman 	 larry.chapman@pgnmail.com
1400 Alabama	 416-4455

DIRECTORS
Avi Alkon	 aviel@minddabbler.com
2511 Woodrow	 699-5850
Holly Bicknell 	 hbicknell88@hotmail.com
1801 Maryland	 801-9035
Darrell Fruth	 dfruth@gmail.com
1308 Virginia	 286-0056	
Wendi Gale	 wendigw@verizon.net
1612 Maryland	 383-9247	
Debra Kelly	 debrakelly@hotmail.com	 	
1105 Alabama	 286-3621
Ned Kennington	 nkennington@juno.com
1415 Pennsylvania	 286-9519
Marian Place	 placesense@yahoo.com
1112 Oval Drive	 286-2606
Eric Strother	 estroth@aol.com
2310 W. Club	 416-1663
Seth Vidal	 skvidal@gmail.com
2309 Woodrow	 225-0895 

To contact the board members as a group, please email:
WHHNA_Board@googlegroups.com

Board Members, 2009

 
Brooke and Dan McIntyre, and Zoey the dog, on West Club Blvd, are 
excited to announce the newest member of their family-- Nolan 
McIntyre, born March 16th. Already 2 feet tall at 2 months, he will 
be starting basketball training ASAP. Until then, look for Nolan and 
Zoey traipsing about the neighborhood and enjoying the spring 
and summer sunshine.
 
Sherry Carty moved to 2307 Wilson Street in December 2008.  Living 
in and loving Durham for quite a few years before that, she espe-
cially likes the state named streets around Club Boulevard. – “I am 
very happy to now call it my home!  I am a patent agent by day and 
enjoy having a home that fosters my creative interests, including 
hand-built pottery and music (I’m currently learning ukulele with 
our neighbors at High Strung).  I love this community full of great 
neighbors.  Thanks for the welcomes!   Stop by for tea in my Orange 
kitchen.”
 

upcoming Board meetings
June 16 	 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
	 at the home of Larry Chapman  
	 1400 Alabama Ave.
July 21 	 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
	 at the home of Meredith Emmet 
	 1301 Alabama Ave.
Aug. 18 	 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
	 Duke University Press in Brightleaf Square
Sept. 15 	 Neighborhood Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
	 at the home of Darrell Fruth 
	 1308 Virginia Ave. 
Oct. 20 	 Annual Meeting of the WHHNA Membership  
	 Summit Church at the corner of W. Club Blvd. 
	 and Carolina Ave.

All meetings are held the evening of the third Tuesday of the  
month. If you need a ride, please call one of the board members 

and s/he will be glad to pick you up and take you home.

Saturday, June 20, 9:00 am-noon - Durham CAN House 
Meetings’ Training, 800 Watts Street, Watts Street Baptist 
Church (see article on page 5) 

Monday, June 22, 7-9pm - Dr. P. Preston Reynolds & Ms. 
Karen Price, Lecture Hall, NCSSM - (see article on page 1) 

Saturday, June 27, 9:30am-noon - WHH Documentary 
Videos presented by CDS, Lecture Hall, NCSSM (see article 
on page 1)

Saturday, June 27, 12:30-3pm - Video Inst. Potluck Picnic, 
NCSSM picnic area (corner of Maryland Ave. and West 
Club Blvd) 

Saturday, July 4, 10:00am - 60th Annual Watts Hospital-
Hillandale July 4 Parade, Oval Park (see article on page 1)

Tuesday, July 21, 7-9pm - Jay Allison, NPR Broadcast 
Journalist, Lecture Hall, NCSSM 

Saturday, July 25, 9:30am-noon - WHH audio stories pre-
sented by CDS, Lecture Hall, NCSSM (see article on page 1)

Saturday, July 25, 12:30-3pm - Audio Inst. Potluck Picnic, 
NCSSM picnic area (corner of Maryland Avenue and West 
Club Blvd.) 

Saturday, Oct. 3, - FestOval in Oval Park 

Calendar of Events




