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NOTABLE HAPPENINGS 
IN OUR NECK OF

THE WOODS

Assistance Team (NC-SMAT).  In a tent
city set up in a K-Mart parking lot, Ellen
was part of a huge statewide effort to pro-
vide basic medical care to that community.
She reported that the destruction, even a
month after the hurricane, was "beyond
belief" and says that NC did itself proud
with the swiftness and professionalism of
the SMAT team response.  

Thanks to everyone in the 'hood who
responded in ways both great and small to
this terrible disaster. 

Neighbors Make Good in
Government

By now it’s no secret that our neighbor
Mike Woodard has been elected to the

Ward Three seat on city council, but not
everyone is aware that neighbor Don
M o ffitt has become the chairman of the
Durham Planning Commission.  

Mike Woodard has called Wa t t s - H i l l a n d a l e
home since the 1980s.  Mike works in the
administration at Duke and has leadership
positions in numerous public and private
agencies.  These include the vestry of his
church, the Jaycees, and our neighborhood
association.  In fact, Mike was vice presi-
dent of the association last year and served
as our representative at the Inter-
Neighborhood Council.  This year, Mike
will be president of the INC in addition to
serving on the city council.

Don Moffitt has also lived in the neighbor-
hood for many years. In addition to serving
on the neighborhood association board and
chairing the FestOval committee, Don has
served on the Eno River Association board
and has served as its  president.  As the new
chair of the Planning Commission, Don
presides over public hearings for rezon-
ings, changes to major land use plans, and
amendments to the zoning ordinances.  It is
the Planning Commission that gives neigh-
borhoods and concerned citizens their first
chance to air their concerns about new
development.  The Commission’s recom-
mendations frequently help the developers
and their neighbors find compromise solu-
tions to their disputes.

Durham is fortunate to have the committed
service of these two Wa t t s - H i l l a n d a l e
n e i g h b o r s .

E. K. Powe 
Elementary School

919 NI N T H ST R E E T

invites you to come for a visit.  See all
the great learning that is happening
with Pre-K through 5th grade students.  

You will notice:

• Highly dedicated, professional staff

• Science and Technology Labs

• Wellness Center on Site

• Strong Literacy Instruction

• Small Class Sizes

• Learning with Art and Music

• Diverse Population of Families

• Atrue neighborhood school!

Call the school at 560-3963 to arrange
a tour.

There are great things happening right
in your own backyard.  We welcome
you to visit!

Recycling Re fr e s he r
BY RO B N I C H O L S

There are 3 categories to remember:

1 .C O N TAINERS: glass bottles/jars, plastic
bottles, aluminum & metal cans 

2 .MIXED PAPER: clean newsprint, maga-
zines, office paper, paperboard

3 .C O R R U G ATED CARDBOARD: folded
or flattened into 3’x 3’or smaller

We’re not going to save the world by recy-
cling, but the benefits are real—including
forcing us to become more thoughtful
about our “waste”.  Every T h u r s d a y,
Demetrius, our hardworking recycling dri-
v e r, single-handedly empties our curbside
containers into his truck. And not just emp-
ties them, but also separates the contents
into three compartments.  It’s hard work,

and he does a great job.  I’ve asked what
we could do to help him out, and he said,
“If people would separate the paper from
the containers, that would be great.”
Simple enough: paper, and everything else.
I’ve started using a paper grocery bag or a
l a rger paper tote, to collect all the miscella-
neous paper we generate aside from
newsprint and magazines/catalogs. It’s
amazing what you can collect: cereal and
other food or packaging materials, paper
towel rolls, office paper, junk mail, flyers,
homework, old files and folders, cards, the
list is endless.  And once the bag is full, it’s
easy to put it out with the curbside contain-
e r.

There are 4 categories to exclude:

1 .PLASTIC CONTAINERS OR PA C K-
AGING T H AT DOES NOT H AVE A
“NECK” SMALLER THAN THE BASE:
plastic tubs (e.g., margarine or yogurt con-
tainers or salad boxes), Plastic bags, plastic
bottle caps, plastic packaging
material, plastic utensils, and styrofoam

2 .C O ATED PAPER CONTAINERS: waxy
gable-top milk or juice containers, plastic-
coated aseptic containers such as
juice boxes or soymilk containers

3 .C O N TA M I N ATED PAPER: paper cont-
aminated with food (e.g., pizza boxes); ani-
mal waste (e.g., newspaper used for petlin-
ers), gummy adhesive or glue, plastic or
metal (e.g., envlope windows, spiral
binders, plastic folder covers)  

4.  A N Y GLASS OTHER THAN BOT-
TLES OR JARS: mirrors, windows, drink-
ing glasses, ceramics, candle holders, etc.

R e m e m b e r, without much effort everyone
can make a difference in Durham’s recy-
cling success and make a difficult and dirty
job a little easier.
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